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LE BACCARA  – We invite you to an exceptional Five-Diamond 
gourmet experience!

Le Baccara offers French-inspired cuisine, where delectable dishes,  
vintage wines, courteous service and elegant decor come together in  
an unforgettable dining experience.
 
Wednesday to Sunday from 5:30 p.m.
PRIVATE SALON available for groups of 10 to 30 guests.

HILTON LAC-LEAMY  – The Five-Star celebration experience!

Located minutes from downtown Ottawa, the luxurious Five-Star  
Hilton Lac-Leamy offers complimentary banquet facilities able to  
accommodate 50 to 1,500 guests, customized menus, multilingual  
personnel, free outdoor monitored Diplomat parking, not to mention  
the Theatre and Casino!
 
To enquire about our facilities, please contact our Account Executive  
and Protocol Specialist, Maryse Morin, at 819 790.6487 or at 
maryse.morin@hiltonlacleamy.com

casinolacleamy.ca
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819 772.6210

Free outdoor parking
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The Ortencio Group’s disciplined approach to wealth management and 
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Top 50 Advisors. Let us help you realize full value for the fees you’re 
paying — and shed new light on your portfolio.
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*#1 Royal LePage Realtor in Eastern Ontario, 43 +/- Offices, 1150 +/- 
Realtors, based on gross closed commissions.

Proud Partner of:

Passionate about providing Buyers & Sellers with the ultimate in service.

#1 in Ottawa - 2016
Discover what working with

Ottawa’s Best,
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Visit Sezlik.com/listings to view property details!
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NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION • reRESIDENCES.com

Broker’s protected. Sizes and specifications subject to change without notice. Illustrations are artist’s impression. E. & O.E.  

reGALLERY, OFF-SITE AT 318 MCLEOD STREET AT THE CORNER OF O’CONNOR & MCLEOD 

reGALLERY OPEN BY  
APPOINTMENT ONLY
CALL 613 221 5928 

Discover reResidences, an exquisite condominium in a prestigious location  
unique to the whole of Canada. Overlooking Parliament Hill on iconic  
Sparks Street, there is no better setting for your consular activities.  
Suites may be custom configured to be ideal for consular use.  
Elegant amenities and an à la carte menu of White Glove Services  
enhance international lifestyles and tastes. Own a piece of Ottawa real  
estate overlooking one of Canada’s most recognized buildings. No other 
opportunity brings you closer to the centre of it all. 

An Incomparable and Rare Opportunity for Consulates, 
Embassies, Business Organizations and others

Parliament views priced from the $400’s to $4m
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Watch Rogers tv’s showcase of Ottawa’s vibrant multicultural communities.  
Each series provides coverage of cultural and diplomatic events from the  
National Capital Region and from abroad. Connect with your community 
through Ottawa’s Cultural Window. 

Ottawa’s Cultural Window 
Brings You The World!

FIRST SUNDAY SECOND SUNDAY THIRD SUNDAY FOURTH SUNDAY

Kaleidescope Afghanistan  
@ 9:00am

Contact Japan
@ 9:00am

Bangladesh Window 
@ 9:00am

Bangladesh Window 
@ 9:00am

Ukranian Profile  
@ 9:30am

Lebanese Variety 
@11:00am

IndigenUs 
@ 9:30am

IndigenUs 
@ 9:30am

Armenian Culture
@ 11:00am

Caribbean Calendar 
@ 11:30am

Projection Pakistan 
@ 11:00am

Projection Pakistan 
@ 11:00am

Sounds of India 
@ 11:30am

Revista Latinamerica 
@12:00pm

Polish Review 
@ 11:30am

Polish Review 
@ 11:30am

Reflections of China 
@12:00pm

International Mosaic 
@ 12:30pm

Desi Ottawa 
@ 12:00pm

Kaleidescope Syria 
@ 12:30pm

For a more detailed broadcast schedule,  
visit rogerstv.com/ottawa and follow Rogers tv Ottawa on Facebook.

TUESDAYS THURSDAYS

Tele 30 @ 7:00pm Tele 30 @ 7:00pm
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DIPLOMATICA|EDITOR’S NOTE

UP FRONT
U.S. President Donald Trump appears on our cover 
for the first time ever. We chose his image because 
his name comes up in almost every story in our cover 
package. From Latin America and Europe to Eurasia 
and Asia, his foreign policy will have profound ef-
fects in 2018. Our cover package of seven stories 
starts on page 42. 

Ferry de Kerckhove

Ferry de Kerckhove is a retired Ca-
nadian diplomat who served in Iran, 
NATO, Moscow, Islamabad, Jakarta 
and Cairo, the latter three as head of 
mission. At headquarters, over the 
span of his career, he dealt with Can-
ada’s relations with Eastern Europe 
and France, worked in the policy 
branch, on the adjustment to the 
original FTA as well as on relations 
with developing countries. While 
director-general for international 
organizations, he was the prime min-
ister’s sherpa for La Francophonie. 
Since his retirement, he has been 
teaching at the University of Ottawa 
and Glendon College in Toronto. He 
was on the board of WIND mobile 
for three years and a member of the 
board of the Conference of Defence 
Associations Institute. He is a fel-
low of the Canadian Global Affairs 
Institute.

Melissa Haussman

Melissa Haussman is a professor of 
political science at Carleton Univer-
sity. She teaches and publishes in the 
American, Canadian and compara-
tive North American fields. She is 
the author, co-author and co-editor of 
five books, with a sixth forthcoming 
on health care and religion in Africa. 
She co-edits the International Journal 
of Canadian Studies. Her scholarship 
generally focuses on the interplay be-
tween domestic and regional politics 
in the U.S. and Canada and its effects 
on social groups’ access to power.

2018: A look ahead

The new year always brings with it 
lots of predictions on what to expect 
in the coming year. With the num-

ber of people caught off guard by Brexit 
and the American election of Donald 
Trump — both in the second half of 2016 
— it’s safe to say that pollsters and aver-
age people alike can be wrong in those 
forecasts. With that caveat, we divided up 
the planet by region and present seven 
Top-10 lists of predictions for 2018. 

Russia will see presidential elections in 
2018, with President Vladimir Putin likely 
to return for another six years, accord-
ing to writers Jeff Sadaheo and Mikhail 
Zherebtsov. He does have an interesting 
challenger, however, in TV anchor Ksenia 
Sobchak, whose father, Anatoly, was the 
first democratically elected mayor of St. 
Petersburg and a mentor and teacher of 
Putin. There will also be presidential elec-
tions in Azerbaijan and Armenia. 

In Europe, Ferry de Kerckhove writes 
that topics abound with the continuing 
ramifications of Brexit and the potential 
ousting of British Prime Minister The-
resa May, along with efforts by German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel and French 
President Emmanuel Macron to re-unify 
Europe and the regional separatism 
threatening Spain. 

In the Middle East, writers Emily Wills 
and Nadia Abu-Zahra see more despair 
in Syria and Yemen; hard-fought, but ul-
timately meaningless elections in Egypt 
and Iraq and more mobility restrictions 
across the region, especially for Palestin-
ians on the Gaza Strip as well as citizens of 
Lebanon and Libya. The writers also pro-
vide some welcome reasons for optimism, 

however, particularly when it comes to 
democratic “openings” in some countries. 

The southern part of Asia will see 
China providing most of the headlines, 
first with its corruption, economic and 
environmental problems. It will keep an-
tagonizign Taiwan for electing President 
Tsai Ing-wen, who is less conciliatory than 
her predecessor. Next up is the Korean 
Peninsula, which will continue to make 
headlines, thanks to Trump’s war of words 
with North Korean President Kim Jong-
un. Japan will figure into this picture as 
well, as it builds up anti-missile defences. 

In the U.S. and Canada, professor Me-
lissa Haussman predicts we’ll see the Re-
publican majority remain in the U.S House 
of Representatives, though the Democrats 
could achieve a 50-50 split in the Senate if 
all goes well for them. U.S. gerrymander-
ing will continue as will Trumpian rhetoric 
on the NAFTA renegotiation. Canada will 
emerge as a global trade leader. 

In Africa, writes Robert I. Rotberg, ter-
rorism, civil conflict and global warming 
will continue to pound the continent. And 
finally, Latin America will see migration 
problems persist, along with some wel-
come economic growth. 

Up front, columnist Fen Hampson 
writes about how Trump is upending 
the entire continent with his demands at 
the NAFTA renegotiation table. We also 
have my interview with Trade Minister 
François-Philippe Champagne. 

We also have a piece by Mexican Am-
bassador Dionisio Pérez-Jácome that 
details the strength of the Canada-Mexico 
relationship at a time when it is being 
tested as never before. 

In our Delights section, books colum-
nist George Fetherling brings us titles 
about Vietnam while food columnist 
Margaret Dickenson turns her attention to 
the cuisine of Hungary. Culture columnist 
Margo Roston and photographer Ashley 
Fraser visited the home of Turkish Ambas-
sador Selçuk Ünal and his wife, Lerzan. 
Finally, Indonesian Ambassador Teuku 
Faizasyah takes us on an armchair tour of 
his captivating country. 

Jennifer Campbell is editor of Diplomat.

Jennifer
Campbell
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DIPLOMATICA|CARTOONS

“Washington Hillary Clinton President — Qualified” by Sean Delonas, CagleCartoons.com

“Myanmar Ethnic Cleansing” by Schot, De Volkskrant, Netherlands

Political commentary from around the world 

“Spain’s Deconstruction” by Kap, La Vanguardia, Spain
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“Erdogan” by Robert Rousso, France

“The North Korean Bomb” by Schot, De Volkskrant, Netherlands “Attack in New York” by Dario Castillejos, El Imparcial de México
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DIPLOMATICA|CARTOONS
COURTESY OF CAGLECARTOONS.COM

“Negotiations with Assad” by Emad Hajjaj, Alaraby Aljadeed, London

“Food Brands Cheat Eastern Europeans” by Gatis Sluka, Latvijas Avize, 
Latvia

“Kurdistan” by Emad Hajjaj, Alaraby Aljadeed, London

“Mugabe” by Emad Hajjaj, Alaraby Aljadeed, London 

“Israel” by Bob Englehart, CagleCartoons.com
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“North Korea Sanctions” by Daryl Cagle, CagleCartoons.com

“Tax Avoiders” by Paresh Nath, The Khaleej Times, UAE

“Trump in China” by Daryl Cagle, CagleCartoons.com 

“Moral Authority” by Milt Priggee, www.miltpriggee.com, U. S.

“African Kids” by Osama Hajjaj, Jordan

“Goodbye Mugabe” by Rayma Suprani, CagleCartoons.com
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“Clean India and Pollution” by Paresh Nath, The Khaleej Times, UAE

“Hillary Clinton and Russia - Uranium” by Sean Delonas, CagleCartoons.
com

“Rohani and Nasrallah” by Robert Rousso, France

“European Separatists” by Paresh Nath, The Khaleej Times, UAE

“Sochi Summit” by Emad Hajjaj, Alaraby Aljadeed, London
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DIPLOMATICA|NAFTA

 

It’s not just Washington and the United 
States that President Donald Trump is 
turning upside down with his political 

antics and barrage of unending tweets. 
He’s about to upend North America with 
the renegotiation of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in his bid 

to “make America great again.”
Since NAFTA was signed in 1993, 

North America has become the world’s 
economic juggernaut with a combined 
GDP in the three countries (Canada, 
Mexico and the United States) of more 
than $20 trillion US. North America’s 
population, which is just shy of half a bil-
lion people, is smaller than Europe’s or 
China’s, but its output is bigger than the 
28 countries of the European Union and 
almost double that of China ($11.2 billion 
US). Consumers and producers in the 
three countries have benefited enormously 
from the elimination of barriers to trade in 
goods and services and the greater mobil-
ity of peoples across their borders. From 

1993 to 2015, trade quadrupled among the 
three countries from roughly $300 billion 
to $1.2 trillion. In the same period, U.S. ex-
ports to Canada and Mexico grew almost 
five-fold, from $151 billion in 1993 to $590 
billion.

As Jean-François Perrault, senior vice-
president and chief economist at Scotia-
bank, notes: “The integration of supply 
chains across NAFTA’s countries has 
helped realize otherwise unattainable 
economies of scale and efficiencies that 
have made North American industry 
more globally competitive.”

However, the fate of the world’s jugger-
naut now hangs in the balance.

On Oct. 24, 2017, a strident Trump told 

North America upended

Fen
Hampson

Fen Hampson: ”U.S. President Donald Trump isn't just turning Washington upside down with his barrage of tweets, he's also upending North America 
with the renegotiation of NAFTA.”
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a group of Republican senators at a pri-
vate luncheon on Capitol Hill that he was 
going to give Congress six months’ notice 
that the United States would start the 
process of withdrawal from NAFTA. The 
president assured his skeptical and gener-
ally unreceptive audience that this was 
simply a bargaining tactic to force Canada 
and Mexico to make major concessions at 
the negotiating table. The president ended 
his remarks by adding that Congress 
should trust him to get a better deal, but 
did not specify what that might mean in 
concrete terms. One report about the meet-
ing noted that the president specifically 
mentioned reducing the trade deficit with 
Mexico, and that his preoccupation with 
trade deficits borders on an obsession. 

Many senators left the meeting more 
confused than ever about the president’s 
ultimate game plan. One senator said he 
wouldn’t be at all surprised if the presi-
dent pulled out of the agreement, noting 
that the administration was “way off on 
[its] trade policy.” 

The president’s threat to pull out of 
NAFTA came shortly after the fourth 
round of talks in Washington stalled 
when the Americans tabled a number 
of unacceptable demands that left their 
negotiating partners reeling. One was a 
rules-of-origin proposal for automobiles 
and automobile parts to raise U.S. domes-
tic content to 50 per cent and the regional 
content from 62.5 per cent to 85 per cent. 
Such measures would effectively destroy 
North American supply chains in the au-
tomobile manufacturing sector while rais-
ing costs for the industry that invariably 
would be passed on to consumers and 
perhaps even push more U.S. production 
offshore.

The United States also signalled that 
it wants to gut Chapter 11 of the NAFTA 
agreement, which regulates the investor-
state dispute settlement process and 
allows companies to sue governments 
when legislation has a negative impact on 
profits. And, it wants to simultaneously 
eliminate dispute settlement mechanisms 
in Chapter 19 and 20 of the agreement. 
Dispute settlement mechanisms were a 
make-or-break proposition in the original 
free-trade negotiations between Canada 
and the U.S. in the late 1980s. Canada 
refused to sign an agreement that did not 
include provisions to allow companies to 
fight anti-dumping duties.

In addition to demands to eliminate 
supply management in the dairy sector, 
which is directed primarily at Canadian 
producers, the United States has also 
insisted on a five-year sunset clause in 

NAFTA that would terminate the agree-
ment unless the parties decide to renegoti-
ate it.

These “poison pills” that the Americans 
tabled have left Canadian and Mexican 
negotiators wondering whether Trump 
really wants a new NAFTA agreement 
or whether he is simply trying to get the 
U.S.’s partners to walk away from the 
table.

Canada’s chief negotiator, Steve Ver-
heul, is reported to have warned Canadian 
business leaders to “get ready to live with-
out NAFTA.”

The American business community is 
not very happy either. The U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce has rallied U.S. business 
leaders, urging them to pressure the 
administration “to stop and recalibrate 
its approach and listen to agriculture 
and business interests.” The Chamber of 
Commerce has good reason to be wor-
ried. Already, Argentine wheat producers, 
Brazilian corn producers and Chilean 
apple producers are beginning to supply 
the Mexican market. Their market share 
would grow dramatically if NAFTA dis-
appears and Americans would be the big 
losers.

The end of NAFTA would have severe 
consequences for all three countries, al-
though Canada and Mexico would suffer 
most because of the relatively small size of 
their economies compared to the United 
States and their dependence on U.S. mar-
kets for their exports.

Dan Ciuriak, a former official in Cana-
da’s finance department, has been running 
computer models to assess the impact of 
the end of NAFTA as well as other U.S. 
trade deals. Some of his preliminary esti-
mates, as reported in the media, suggest 
that the end of the free-trade agreement 
“would slice 2.5 per cent from the Cana-
dian economy,” though “the initial shock 
might be more severe.” Already, NAFTA’s 
uncertain future is hampering investment 
in Canada.

Although Mexican officials are trying 
to put on a brave face by saying Mexico 
could live without NAFTA because its 
economy is still competitive vis-à-vis 
the U.S. and duties would then revert to 
those set by the World Trade Organiza-
tion, others aren’t so sure. As The New York 
Times reported, some experts believe that 
“an American withdrawal from NAFTA 
,would call into question the viability of 
Mexico as an outsourcing destination.”

However, if Trump blows up NAFTA, 
the consequences will be far more broad 
than just higher prices for consumers, job 
losses and an erosion of North American 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's NAFTA 
renegotiation team has reportedly warned 
business leaders to “get ready to live without 
NAFTA.”

Outgoing Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto 
and his country have much to lose if NAFTA 
renegotations fail. 
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prosperity and global competitiveness.
The 2017 Mexico Peace Index (MPI), 

produced by the Institute for Econom-
ics and Peace (IEP), provides the most 
comprehensive measure of peacefulness 
(measured in terms of homicides, violent 
crime, kidnappings, extortion, etc.) in 
Mexico. Although Mexico’s peacefulness 
deteriorated by 4.3 per cent in 2016 (the 
10-year anniversary of the declaration of 
the war on drugs), the report finds that 
this deterioration was relatively modest 
compared to Mexico’s most violent year 
(2011). Further, according to the report, 
“Mexico remained nearly 14 per cent 
more peaceful in 2016 than in 2011, with 
improvements being recorded in 21 out of 
32 states in 2016. The violent crime rate is 
at a 14-year low and the homicide rate is 
16 per cent lower than in 2011. Organized 
crime-related offences reached a 10-year 
low, having returned to pre-drug-war 
levels. The rate of crimes committed with 
a firearm was 10 per cent lower than in 
2011, although recent trends show an in-
crease in the purchase of guns.”

The general improvement in Mexico’s 
overall domestic security situation is due 
to major judicial, policing and governance 
reforms that were introduced some years 
ago, but also the country’s relatively stable 
economic growth rates compared to many 
other Latin American countries, especially 
in its northern tier states, where many 
NAFTA-based firms are concentrated.

If the Mexican economy takes a major 
hit — as it almost surely will if NAFTA 
dies — a deterioration in Mexico’s secu-
rity situation might well follow, spilling 
across the border into the United States. 
Cross-border crime and the drug trade are 
endemic problems for U.S. law and drug 
enforcement officials. But they could get a 
lot worse if the Mexican economy falters. 
U.S. officials may also find their Mexican 
counterparts to be much less co-operative 
than they are now when it comes to tack-
ling transborder crime and other security 
concerns with the deterioration in political 
and economic relations between the two 
countries.

Some years ago, the New York-based 
Council on Foreign Relations undertook a 
major study of North America under the 
title North America: Time for a New Focus. It 
argued that “it is time for U.S. policymak-
ers to put North America at the forefront 
of a strategy that recognizes that North 
America should be the ‘continental base’ 
for U.S. global policy.” The study was 
co-chaired by Gen. David H. Petraeus 
and former U.S. trade representative and 
World Bank president Robert B. Zoellick. 

The report argued for greater co-operation 
among the three North American partners 
on a wide range of issues, including trade, 
energy, the environment and security 
on the grounds that closer co-operation 
would only serve to “strengthen the 
United States at home and enhance its in-
fluence abroad.” The report urged the U.S. 
government “to break old foreign policy 
patterns and recognize the importance of 
its own neighborhood” in order to extend 
the U.S.’s “global reach.”

President Trump is certainly breaking 
the mould when it comes to the U.S.’s  
neighbourly relations, but doing so in 
ways that may prove to be destructive and 
damaging to U.S. national interests. There 
is also a real danger that if he destroys 
NAFTA, his successors won’t be able to 
undo the damage. As Republican Senator 
Pat Roberts of Kansas recently opined, “to 
re-stitch that and put it all back together 
— it’s like Humpty Dumpty. You push Mr. 
Humpty Dumpty trade off the wall and 
it’s very hard to put him back together.”

Fen Osler Hampson is director of the 
World Refugee Council. He is also a 
distinguished fellow and director of the 
global security and politics program at 
the Centre for International Governance 
Innovation and Chancellor's Professor at 
Carleton University. 

One U.S. proposal for NAFTA would raise U.S. 
requirements for domestic content in the auto 
industry to 50 per cent and the regional content 
from 62.5 per cent to 85 per cent, a move that 
would destroy North American automotive 
supply chains. 



diplomat and international canada 25

Offi  ce Products 
E60PD-160SFB/003/PD

Regions: 1 to 11
Expiry Date: 2018/03/31

Ink & Toners 
EZ107-120002/038/VAN

Regions: 1 to 11
Expiry Date: 2018/02/28

Offi  ce Papers
E60PD-17PAPR/001/PD
Regions: 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11
Expiry Date: 2018/10/30

Offi  ce Seating 
E60PQ-120001/032/PQ

Regions: 1 to 11
Expiry Date: 2025/11/28

Shop online at eway.ca
Phone inquiries: 1.866.839.9902 
Phone orders: 1.877.272.2121
 Email inquiries: FedGovCan@staples.com

WE HAVE THE 
SOLUTIONS 
YOU NEED 
TO GET YOUR 
JOB DONE.

Federal Government of Canada Standing Offers
Standing Off ers and Suppliers Arrangements

Publication Date: November 30, 2017

Please visit your standing off er index site for the most up to date information.

To view a full listing of our Off ers, please consult eway.ca To view a full listing of our Off ers, please consult eway.ca



WINTER 2018  |  JAN-FEB-MAR26

DIPLOMATICA|QUESTIONS ASKED

François-Philippe Champagne, Canada’s 
energetic trade minister, comes to politics 
from business. A lawyer by training, he 
worked for more than 20 years in large 
international engineering, technology and 
energy companies. He was vice-president 
and senior counsel of ABB Group, a technol-
ogy company that operates in more than 
100 countries, and later worked as strategic 
development director, counsel and chief 
ethics officer for energy giant AMEC. 
In 2009, when the World Economic Forum 
named him a young global leader, he told 
The Globe and Mail he was interested in 
one day returning to Canada and follow-
ing in the footsteps of fellow Shawinigan 
native Jean Chrétien. Elected in October 
2015,  Champagne soon became parlia-
mentary secretary to Finance Minister Bill 
Morneau. He was appointed trade minister 
in January 2017. 

Diplomat magazine: When you took on the 
job of trade minister, what were your top 
priorities? 
François-Philippe Champagne: The first 
thing that the PM asked me, which em-
bodies our government, was to make 
trade real for people. That means provid-
ing jobs for the middle class, making sure 
consumers have better prices, making sure 
we provide opportunities for SMEs [small- 
and medium-sized enterprises] to come 
into the global marketplace. 

Trade is all about people. The first 
meeting I went to — I think it was at the 
WTO — I was the last person to speak 
and I don’t think anyone had mentioned 
the word ‘people’ in their speeches. I said 
‘Why don’t we have a WTO for the peo-
ple? Why don’t we start with the people, 
their needs and their aspirations and build 
from there?’ Perhaps we’d find better 
solutions, more practical approaches to 
trade. For me, making trade about people 
is the embodiment of our vision of pro-
gressive trade, whether it’s about labour, 
workers, the environment or gender. 

I often say that trade is not a race to the 

bottom, it’s a march to the top. Canada is 
in a place now to always aim for higher 
standards and we saw that in the gender 
chapter [one that addresses issues relating 
to women in the workplace] we just did 
with Chile. We were the second country 
in the world to add a gender chapter to 
a trade agreement. The first one was be-
tween Paraguay and Chile; then Canada 
and Chile. I am so proud of it. When 
people are questioning me about what 
should be the next phase in these clauses, 
I say that three months ago, this wasn’t 
even part of the agenda. Now we have 
countries looking at that and asking how 
far can we go? What’s the next frontier in 
terms of progressive trade? 

When I was younger, people often 
looked to Scandinavia in terms of progres-
sive approaches, but now I think Canada 
is leading the way. We’ve obviously been 
promoting gender chapters in our trade 
agreements and we’ll do a similar initia-
tive at the WTO. I think we are a force for 
good in the world. 

DM: Have those priorities changed? 
FPC: I think we’ve achieved a lot. I look 
at CETA — the free-trade agreement 
we’ve struck with Europe — and people 
would say it’s the right agreement at the 
right time; it’s the gold standard. But I’m 
always reminding people that you have 
to look at trade in the long term, over 
decades. Those who were visionary more 
than a decade ago saw a world where 
Canada would have preferential access to 
Europe, that we’d have 9,000 tariff lines 
coming down to zero and that Canada 
would have preferential market access to 
more than half a billion people and $3.3 
trillion in public procurement, greater 
mobility, access to human capital in Eu-
rope. When you see that, it shows me 
that whatever decisions we take today 
will have the greatest impact for days to 
come. 

My role is to see how I can position 
Canada in the best possible place to pro-

International Trade Minister François-Philippe Champagne

U.S.: ‘The most protectionist 
administration since the world 
trade order was put in place’
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vide opportunities for Canadians — for 
workers, consumers and SMEs. This is 
envisioning trade over the next few de-
cades. Today [market access is] what really 
matters. In a world where you have more 
uncertainty, Canada is becoming a beacon 
of civility, predictability and rule of law — 
a very inclusive society that sees diversity 
as a source of strength. 

I’m often called the chief marketing of-
ficer of Canada. When I promote Canada 
abroad, many nations tell me I don’t need 
to do that. They say ‘Where else would we 
invest in [2018] if not Canada?’ We stand 
out as a beacon. People feel good about 
investing in Canada because of these key 
elements — and our human capital. 

DM: In your mandate letter, Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau asked you to mod-
ernize free-trade agreements with Chile 
and Israel. You mentioned Chile. How is 
Israel going? 
FPC: We are progressing. We have discus-
sions with our Israeli friends. I was just 
with the ambassador of Israel. I invited 
him to Shawinigan to discover a bit of 
Quebec. He came with the consul from 
Montreal. I think he’ll remember that trip 
for a long time because it showed him the 
diversity of our country. 

Trade is all about people. We have the 
benefit in Canada of having a lot of com-
munities that have roots in other cultures. 
This gives us an edge when it comes to 
trade. We’re moving forward with our 
Israeli friends. 

DM: Do you have a timeline on that?
FPC: I would say as soon as possible. I 

come from the private sector and ‘soon’ 
when I was in business was yesterday. 
When I came to government, I was told it 
might be next month and when you deal 
internationally, on a multilateral basis, it 
might be next year. 

[Call me ambitious,] but I’d like this to 
succeed because these things do make a 
difference. More and more, when you look 
at the international trade arena, it’s no lon-
ger about tariffs, it’s about market dynam-
ics, it’s about non-tariff trade barriers, it’s 
about how we can facilitate commerce and 
the mobility of people and that is really 
the key with these agreements.

The nice thing about being in the job I 
have is that you have to look forward. You 
have to have the vision of where Canada 
needs to be and how these agreements can 
facilitate commerce for SMEs and those 
who’ve been underrepresented in trade. I 
think about women entrepreneurs, indig-
enous people, I think about youth. One of 
my objectives is to [host the first] indig-
enous trade mission [of Canada], which 
we’re about to announce very soon. 

DM: Where would you go on that trade 
mission? 	
FPC: We’re consulting with the main 
stakeholders because it has to be mean-
ingful. We have to go to markets where 
indigenous businesses can make a differ-
ence. Hopefully, [this will set] the stage 
and the tone for more trade between our 
indigenous communities and the rest of 
the world. 

DM: Japan was also in your mandate let-
ter. How are things going there? 

FPC: The place I’ve spent most nights as 
trade minister, other than Canada, is Ja-
pan. Now, that’s about three nights. Our 
relationship is great; Japan is a key ally. 
We are discussing how can we maintain 
trade in the Asia-Pacific [that is] open, 
rule-based and progressive. We are dis-
cussing a trade agreement for the region, 
which would help position Canada for 
the future.

DM: So it’s a longer-term thing? 
FPC: We’ll have to see. As you know, there 
is the TPP (Trans-Pacific Partnership), 
which was an agreement with a number 
of nations. Canada has remained at the 
table. We’ve been engaging with Japan 
closely on that. This is about setting the 
tone. Canada has this unique opportunity 
to set the terms of trade in that part of the 
world. 

DM: Let’s turn to the elephant in the room 
— NAFTA. Where do you think it will 
end up?
FPC: On NAFTA, I always start with the 
numbers because they speak for them-
selves. We exchange about $2 billion in 
goods and services every day. We are 
the U.S.’s largest client and when I talk 
to someone [there], I always say ‘You’re 
lucky — you’re talking to your largest 
customer.’ We’re their largest energy 
provider — whether it’s oil, gas or elec-
tricity. We have about 48 states that have 
Canada as their primary and secondary 
export market and about nine million 
jobs in the U.S. depend on trade with 
Canada. The uniqueness of our relation-
ship is that we don’t [just] sell to each 
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On Canada: “Canada is becoming a beacon of 
civility, predictability and rule of law — a very 
inclusive society.”

On the U.S.: “The uniqueness of our relationship 
is that we don't sell to each other; we build 
things together.” 

On the job: “30 per cent of my job is about 
trade agreements, 70 per cent is about how I 
convert these trade agreements to create jobs.”
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other; we build things together. The big 
prize is how can we be more competi-
tive in North America, how can we build 
more in North America and how can we 
export [more] to the rest of the world?

Every time our U.S. friends make a de-
cision, I always remind them it has impact 
on both sides of the border because [we] 
have an economy that’s so integrated. I’ll 
give you an example: I was looking at a 
photo of landing gear for a plane. There 
was the city where the different parts are 
made and it looked like the United Na-
tions of North America. There were parts 
from Canada, the U.S. and Mexico. And 
the parts would have crossed the border 
several times before [the landing gear] 
became a finished product. Our goal has 
been to really remind our U.S. friends, 
whether it’s the prime minister, [Foreign] 
Minister [Chrystia] Freeland, provincial 
cabinet ministers or mayors, of the inte-
grated nature of our economy. I was in 
Ohio recently and I was reminding stake-
holders that 300,000 jobs in Ohio depend 
directly on trade with Canada. Then, I was 
with the vice-mayor of Cincinnati and, if 
my memory serves me well, 20 per cent of 
the economy of greater Cincinnati is de-
pendent on Canada. When I was in Ohio, 
40 per cent of all exports go to Canada. 

For me, the big prize is [to be] more 

competitive, build more in North America 
and sell to the world together. 
DM: What are the major sticking points 
from your perspective?
FPC: Minister Freeland would be best 
placed to answer that, but what we’re 
facing philosophically is probably the 
most protectionist administration since 
the world trade order was put in place.  
This is just a fact; this is not a rumour; 
this is what it is.  I see it in the discourse 
going on between Canada and the U.S., 
but also on the world stage. I’ve spent 
a bit of time with Ambassador [Robert] 
Lighthizer, [the United States Trade 
Representative],  and I realize the U.S. is 
questioning a lot of the trade order that 
was established — largely by the U.S. 
— and for which they’ve been one of the 
primary beneficiaries. Our role is to be 
a positive force of influence, to look at 
modernization of institutions, but also to 
keep what’s good. I think we all benefit 
from trade that is open, principle-based 
and rule-based. 

DM: What’s the status of the $218-million 
invest-in-Canada hub? 	
FPC: We are very committed. This, for 
me, is going to be a flagship initiative of 
our government. This is about creating 
a concierge service to attract investment, U
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U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and Canadian Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland addressed 
reporters after a bilateral meeting on the occasion of the kickoff of NAFTA renegotiations. 

Lois Siegel
PhotograPhy

Special Event Photographer
Personalized Portraits

Parties and Fundraisers
Ceremonies

Lois has worked as a photographer 
for the Ottawa Citizen  

(Around Town and Diplomatica), 
Ottawa Business Journal,  

the Glebe Report, Centretown Buzz 
and Cinema Canada. 

(613) 830-2509 
lois@siegelproductions.ca

siegelproductions.ca

Photo by Bill Blackstone



diplomat and international canada 29

to facilitate investment and retain invest-
ment in Canada. We know it’s a very 
competitive world out there and we need 
to put our best foot forward. 

It’s about retention. I call it customer 
after-care — ensuring these investors have 
a place and people are following their in-
vestments and learning from that. 

What’s most in need today is human 
capital. You saw that the ABB group has 
selected Montreal as their e-mobility 
centre of excellence, for example. We are 
seeing a number of companies choosing 
Canada for its human capital. We’ll be 
there to promote what we have best to 
offer. The other thing Canada does best is 
renewable energy. I often ask ‘Why don’t 
you think about green manufacturing?’ 

DM: What is the status of the Develop-
ment Finance Institution? [In May 2017, 
the Trudeau government announced it 
would create a DFI — a specialized bank 
that supports private-sector investment 
in developing countries.]
FPC: For me, the DFI is another instru-
ment in our foreign trade policy. I’ll give 
you an example: We’ve been looking at 
how Canada, with a group of Canadian 
companies, can help in the reconstruc-
tion after the hurricanes in the Caribbean. 

There’s a part that’s commercial and 
maybe there’s part of it where we can use 
the DFI to help out there. 

We’re looking at [introducing] the 
DFI in the coming weeks. This is where 
Canada can really make a difference. In 
engineering procurement construction 
management, we have some of the best 
companies in the world. It’s about green 
technologies, water filtration and solar en-
ergy. It’s trying to put the best of Canada 
into a consortium.

DM: What keeps you up at night? 
FPC: I sleep pretty well because we have 
really busy days. But what keeps me up 
is making sure that I don’t miss an op-
portunity for Canadian companies. I’m 
always on the lookout for the next oppor-
tunity. I come to this job with the mind of 
an entrepreneur — 30 per cent of my job 
is about trade agreements; 70 per cent is 
about how I convert these trade agree-
ments to create jobs and prosperity. 

I’m always talking about seizing the 
moment. 

DM: You were the trade minister when 
most of CETA came into force on Sept. 21, 
2017. How significant do you think CETA 
will be for Canada and are you concerned 

at all about final ratifications in European 
parliaments? 
FPC: I think it’s transformative. This is re-
ally a historic moment. This is the right 
agreement at the right time. 

Economically, we’ve removed 9,000 
tariff lines and Canada is the only country 
in the world that is not physically located 
in Europe, but has [enhanced] market ac-
cess to Europe, whether in terms of tariff 
or labour mobility. When I was in London, 
they called me the lobster man on the 
BBC because I used lobster as an example. 
Canadian lobster, before Sept. 21, was 
coming into Europe at [up to] 20 per cent 
tariffs. These tariffs are coming down to 
zero gradually. Frozen shrimp were com-
ing in at 12 per cent; they’re coming down 
to zero. I see that as historic. I give credit 
to [CETA and now NAFTA negotiator] 
Steve Verheul, who is a superstar. I give 
credit to the visionaries [who came up 
with the idea]. 

I’m not at all concerned with the rest 
of the ratification. I think we’ve made the 
case for progressive trade. If you can’t do 
progressive trade with Canada, who are 
you going to do it with? We’re going to 
start seeing the benefits. People will real-
ize that this is an example of what trade 
can be in the 21st Century, with a chapter 
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on the environment, labour, a chapter that 
preserves the right of the state to regulate 
in their best interest and an improved dis-
pute settlement mechanism. 

DM: What’s your take on the amount of 
taxpayer money that’s subsidized Bom-
bardier?

FPC: When I look at Bombardier, I never 
look at one company or one set of man-
agers, or one set of shareholders. I look 
at the more than 200,000 employees 
who work in the aerospace sector in 
Canada and the 300 SMEs who support 
that industry in Canada. When you see 

us at the forefront of the battle, defend-
ing our aerospace industry, you have to 
think that I’m standing there with my 
colleagues to defend these 200,000 work-
ers in an industry that is offering great 
wages and great benefits and invests sig-
nificantly in research and development 
in our country. We have developed, in 

the C Series, an airplane that is the envy 
of the world. It’s 30 per cent more fuel-
efficient, less noisy — it’s really the next 
generation of what a plane should be. 
You can see it from the resolve of Delta 
to continue with that purchase despite all 
the hurdles the Department of Commerce 

is trying to put in their way. 
I never look at one company, one set of 

employees or employers. When you see 
us at the forefront of the battle, I’m stand-
ing there with my colleagues to defend 
these employees. It’s just natural for us to 
protect, defend and promote the aerospace 
industry in Canada. 

I never think of Bombardier alone — I 
always think of it as at the centre of an 
ecosystem we’ve built. It’s not just Mon-
treal; I come from Shawinigan, and there 
are people there, and in Trois Rivières, and 
I’m sure I could go across the country and 
find small companies that supply pieces 
of equipment to Bombardier. This affects 
many communities in Canada and that’s 
why we’re fighting so hard to preserve it 
and protect the know-how we’ve devel-
oped in Canada, which is quite unique. 
We’re the third-largest centre of aircraft 
manufacturing in the world. We’ve built 
that and we need to preserve it, defend it 
and promote it.

DM: How did you react to the sale of 
Bombardier's C Series program to France's 
Airbus? 
FPC: The C Series leads the industry in 
design, efficiency and environmental 
standards. It is the benchmark for ex-
cellence in narrow-body aircraft and a 
cutting-edge Canadian innovation. It is 
no surprise that the C Series is attracting 
interest from all corners.

Proposed investments of this kind re-
quire the government to consider whether 
they are in the national interest. The 
Airbus deal, like all significant proposed 
investments in Canada by non-Canadians, 
is subject to the Investment Canada Act, 
which is overseen by the Minister of In-
novation, Science and Economic Develop-
ment. That review will look at whether 
this is a good deal for our aerospace sector 
and for Canadian jobs.  

 On the surface, Bombardier's proposed 
partnership with Airbus on this aircraft 

B
O

M
B

A
R

D
IE

R

François-Philippe Champagne says that when he looks at Canada's Bombardier, he sees 200,000 
employees who work in the country's aerospace sector and the 300 small- and medium-sized 
businesses that support the industry in Canada. 
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would help position the C Series for suc-
cess by combining excellence in innova-
tion with increased market access and an 
unrivalled global salesforce. Canada has 
a highly skilled workforce and a climate 
that fosters innovation. That's why our 
aerospace sector is strong, diverse and 
well-positioned to take advantage of the 
opportunities that could arise from this 
deal, including new pathways into global 
supply chains across all of the company's 
business lines and products.

In fact, we have already seen suc-
cesses, including today’s announcement 
by EgyptAir to procure 12+12 C Series 
aircraft.

With this proposed partnership, Airbus 
would commit to making Canada its fifth 
home country and the first outside Eu-
rope. Airbus already employs a Canadian 
workforce of 1,900 people across seven 
provinces and generates $1.2 billion of 
Canadian supply chain spending. This 
presents further opportunity to grow our 
aerospace industry and create well-paying 
middle-class jobs across the country.

DM: What about the suggestion that Bom-
bardier become a Crown corporation or 
some kind of government entity? 
FPC: I never think that government is best 

suited to run businesses. I think we have 
enough entrepreneurs, innovators and 
creative people in our country to take the 

business risk that comes with forming a 
company and developing a sector. What 
we do is make sure we build a frame-
work that favours investment, research 
and development and the attraction of 
human capital. 

DM: How does government reconcile 
the bribery charges against Bombardier 
executives? 
FPC: As trade minister, I expect companies 
to uphold the highest standard of ethics 
and corporate responsibility when they 
operate abroad. In my previous life, I 
was chief ethics officer of a large com-
pany. My message is clear to any Cana-
dian business operating in Canada and 
abroad: We expect the best out of them, to 
respect all laws and regulations, to lead 
the way when it comes to corporate social 
responsibility and to uphold the highest 
ethical standards. We are following the 
events as they unfold. The courts are [ad-
dressing] this matter and we are looking 
at the process. 

DM: On supply management, how do 
you square subsidies such as the five-
year dairy farm investment program of-
fering $250,000 to licensed dairy farms to 
help offset CETA’s effects?
FPC:. I’m a firm believer in supply man-
agement; I’m a firm believer in our dairy 
producers. I’m a firm believer in the 
excellence of our products. As a govern-
ment, we’ve put a framework in place to 
help our dairy producers to modernize 
and innovate.  D
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“I ’M ALWAYS ON THE LOOK-

OUT FOR THE NEXT  

OPPORTUNITY. I  COME TO 

THIS JOB WITH THE MIND OF 

AN ENTREPRENEUR — 30 PER 

CENT OF MY JOB IS ABOUT 

TRADE AGREEMENTS; 70 PER 

CENT IS ABOUT HOW I  

CONVERT THESE TRADE 

AGREEMENTS TO CREATE 
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The Ottawa Symphony Orchestra’s 
annual Fête Champêtre took place 
later than usual, but the weather 

could not have been better for a garden 
party, given Ottawa’s late September heat 
wave. 

“We’re delighted that the annual Fête 
Champêtre is at the Italian ambassador’s 
residence, particularly where there are 
two anniversaries — the 150th of Canada 
and the 70th of Canada-Italy,” said Robert 
Peck, chairman of the orchestra’s board 
of directors, who attended the event. “It’s 
an annual tradition that goes back many 
years and it’s important for the orchestra 
because it brings all the key supporters 
together.” 

He said the orchestra is “really on the 
ascendant” and is working hard to in-
crease the number of concerts it presents. 

“We also have some exciting new de-
velopments and we’re hoping that, if luck 
goes our way, we’ll be able to position the 
orchestra in a new venue in Ottawa,” Peck 
said. “I can’t say more, except we hope 
that we’ll have a place that’s more aligned 
with our orchestra and our brand.” 

He acknowledged that the orchestra, 
which currently holds its concerts at the 
National Arts Centre and therefore shares 
space with the NAC orchestra, continues 
to have a great relationship with the NAC. 

Having an embassy host its major 
fundraiser is “a real boost,” Peck said, 
and added: “Particularly one where the 
residence is gorgeous. And what can I say 
about the weather with the summer we’ve 
had? The gods were with us tonight.” 

He said programming classical music is 
always a challenge. 

“We have to fight for it and the support 
of an embassy that not only provides the 
food, but also the wine, allows us to use 
the proceeds [from ticket sales] to fund 
music,” he said. “If we were to pay for 
food and beverages, it would be a huge 
expense for us.”

The embassy served Prosecco and Pinot 
Grigio and Chianti — all Italian — and 
Italian-inspired canapés. 

For their part, Ambassador Claudio 
Taffuri and his wife, Maria Enrica Franc-
esca Stajano, were delighted to host, but 
were disappointed that Taffuri was called 
away to host a last-minute high-level visi-
tor and couldn’t attend the actual event. 

“I liked the spirit of the person who 
asked us to host this,” Stajano said. “I 
understand it is a very important event for 
the orchestra. Music is always wonderful 
— I love the idea of our garden filled with 
flowers and music.”  D

‘An Italian garden filled with flowers and music’

The Ottawa Symphony Orchestra's Fête Champêtre took place at the residence of Italian 
Ambassador Claudio Taffuri. From left, Fabrizio Nava, minister-counsellor at the embassy of Italy, 
Maria Enrica Francesca Stajano and Kate Holmes, general manager of the symphony.
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It was a historic day when Africa 
Mercy, a floating hospital, arrived in 
Cameroon for the first time in the or-

ganization’s history in August 2017. Dur-
ing the 10-month field service, the Africa 
Mercy will be docked in the coastal city 
of Douala and serve Cameroon through 
various surgical programs that support 
the mission of Mercy Ships. Founded in 
1978 by Don and Deyon Stephens, Mercy 
Ships provides hope and healing by using 
volunteer-driven hospital ships to provide 
free surgical care, medical training and 
capacity building to impoverished na-
tions, primarily in West Africa. 

Mercy Ships Canada also funded a hos-
pital outpatient extension, known as the 
HOPE centre, a now-completed $1.3-mil-
lion facility built on land close to the ves-
sel, to be used as a temporary residence 
for caregivers and patients who undergo 
surgery on board.

The ship itself is a 152-metre vessel 
equipped with five state-of-the-art operat-
ing rooms and is a fully modern hospital 
specializing in maxillofacial, reconstruc-
tive, plastics, orthopedic, ophthalmic, 
dental and obstetric fistula surgeries. 
Once discharged from the ship’s hospital, 

patients and their caregivers who live 
outside of Douala stay at the non-floating 
building known as the HOPE Centre as 
they continue to recover and receive fol-
lowup care. For these patients, the centre 
provides a safe, secure and hygienic facil-
ity where patients can reside until they are 
able to return to their homes. Should any 
complications arise, the close proximity 
to the Africa Mercy ensures patients are 
treated quickly and efficiently. Impor-
tantly, the HOPE Centre also frees up 
precious bed space in the hospital wards 
on the ship and allows foe better optimiza-
tion of the ship’s surgical capacity.

The ship is like a small town, and an 
international crew of more than 400 volun-
teers make up that community. Volunteers 
come from a range of professions — and 
from more than 40 nations. Some offer 
specialist medical, dental and nursing 
skills, while others have maritime and 
maintenance expertise that is essential to 
running the Africa Mercy. 

During the Africa Mercy’s  stay in 
Douala, Mercy Ships plans to provide as 
many as 4,100 life-changing surgeries for 
adult and child patients, to treat more 
than 8,000 at a land-based dental clinic, 

and to provide holistic health care train-
ing to Cameroonian professionals. Once 
the Africa Mercy departs, the renovated 
HOPE Centre building will be turned 
over to the ministry of health for its use 
as a health care facility. It will expand the 
capacity of medical services offered at the 
Nylon District Hospital and in the sur-
rounding district. The expanded services 
will include hospital in-patient rooms and 
additional ward and laboratory space, 
plus consulting rooms for ophthalmology, 
orthodontics and dentistry and surgical 
specialties.

The life-changing work of Mercy Ships 
would not be possible without the support 
of Canadian donors and volunteers. A 
fundraiser hosted in Ottawa by Cameroon 
High Commissioner Anu’a-Gheyle Solo-
mon Azoh-Mbi and board chairwoman 
of Mercy Ships Canada, Marilyn Collette, 
raised $12,500 for 50 hospital beds in the 
HOPE Centre, and $12,300 for additional 
projects. To learn more about Mercy Ships, 
visit www.mercyships.ca. 

JoJo Beattie is the public relations and 
communications co-ordinator for Mercy 
Ships Canada. 

Exporting medical care to Cameroon on land and sea
By JoJo Beattie

The Africa Mercy, a floating hospital, is docked in the coastal city of Douala, Cameroon, until June.
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When he was in Mexico in Oc-
tober, Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau re-affirmed the friend-

ship between Canada and Mexico. “Can-
ada and Mexico are not only strong 
partners — we are close friends who 
share common goals and work shoulder-
to-shoulder to advance them. From fight-
ing climate change to building economies 
that work for everyone, we are united in 
our desire for a better future,” he stated. 

It is an honour for me to share some 
reflections on the extensive and close 
relationship that exists between Mexico 
and Canada. It is particularly relevant at 
the current crossroads for North America, 
where Canada and Mexico have clearly 
demonstrated a commitment to work-
ing together towards a new stage in our 
relationship. An example of this close col-
laboration is the visit to Canada of Presi-
dent Enrique Peña Nieto in June 2016, as 
well as the visit of Trudeau to Mexico in 
October 2017.

As Mexico’s ambassador to this great 
nation, which hosts the second-largest 
Mexican community abroad, it has been 
rewarding to witness from a front-row 
seat how Canada enjoys an impeccable 
reputation as an open, diverse, peaceful 
and tolerant nation, one that is setting 
an example for many around the world. 
Mexico and Canada are united by strong 
diplomatic, cultural, educational and 
commercial ties. This year, we celebrate 
74 years since the establishment of diplo-
matic relations between the two nations, 
44 years of the Seasonal Agricultural 
Workers Program, 24 years of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
and 14 years of the Canada-Mexico Part-
nership.

This relation-
ship continues to 
strengthen and 
enrich itself year 
after year, not 
o n l y  t h ro u g h 
dialogue at the 
h ighest  leve l 
and between 
government 
a g e n c i e s  i n 
e a c h  c o u n -
try,  but also 
through day-

to-day operations. 
Interactions between entrepreneurs, inves-
tors, tourists, students, retirees, scientists 
and temporary workers have grown con-
siderably. Our relationship has evolved 
from being good neighbours and business 
partners to forming a strategic partnership 
with a long-term vision and a common 
agenda. We exercise our leadership not 
only in North America, but in the hemi-
sphere and throughout the world.

We share a common agenda in trade, 
energy, innovation and mobility, to name 

a few areas. We have established various 
co-operation mechanisms to advance our 
shared priorities and we work together in 
the international arena from which both 
countries are committed to peace, democ-

racy, transparency, open trade, the promo-
tion of human rights, gender equality, the 
protection of LGBTQI communities and 
the fight against climate change, among 
other important issues.

Regarding our trade relations, we are 
convinced that NAFTA has been benefi-
cial to Mexico, Canada and the U.S. It has 
increased trade and investment across 
the region, stimulated integrated produc-
tion and generated employment in all 
three countries. Since the entry into force 
of NAFTA, the commercial relationship 
between our countries has strengthened 
and become more competitive. In 2016, 
trade between the two countries had a 
nine-fold increase, totalling $35 billion 
US, compared to the $4 billion total in 
1993. Mexico is the fourth-largest export 
market for Canadian products, importing 
approximately $10 billion US. Our trade is 
extensive and competitive, strengthening 
regional value chains. We trade in high-
tech and manufacturing products, as well 
as agricultural ones: As an example, 95 per 
cent of the avocados consumed in Canada 
come from Mexico, while 90 per cent of 
the canola that Mexico imports comes 
from Canada.

Roughly 4,000 companies with Cana-
dian capital operate in Mexico, 20 of which 
are listed on the Mexican Stock Exchange. 
For 17 years, Canada’s foreign direct in-
vestment has been a key element in the 
integration of our economies, mainly in 
the mining, financial and automotive sec-
tors, placing Canada as the fourth-largest 
foreign investor, with investments total-
ling $29.7 billion US in Mexico.

Mexico and Canada have a close energy 
partnership that has intensified as a result 
of the deep reform undertaken by my 
country in this important sector. Canadian 
companies have increasingly participated 
in bidding processes on energy infrastruc-
ture projects and co-operation in research 
projects has increased. Collaboration in 
the production and use of biojet fuel to 
reduce greenhouse-gas emissions in the 
aviation sector and in the development of 
technologies for the measurement, report-
ing, verification and reduction of oil and 
gas emissions in order to combat climate 
change are just some examples.

With respect to the mobility of people, 
following the removal of the visa require-
ment in December 2016, the number of 
Mexican visitors to Canada has increased 

Canada and Mexico at North America's crossroads 

FIRST NAME: Dionisio

LAST NAME: Pérez Jácome
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, right, 
and Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto 
have been particularly strong allies since NAFTA 
renegotiations began. 
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by more than 50 per cent. Mexico has also 
grown to become the second most popular 
tourist destination for Canadians. The 
nearly two million Canadians who visit 
annually help to make Mexico the eighth-
preferred destination for tourists world-
wide. Visitors enjoy travelling around the 
fifth-most biodiverse country in the world, 
visiting the 34 sites inscribed on UNES-
CO’s World Heritage List, and, of course, 
delighting their palates with a cuisine that 
has been declared an intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity.

But mobility is not only tourism: with 
44 years of operation, the Seasonal Agri-
cultural Workers Program is considered a 
model of safe, orderly and circular migra-
tion, thanks to the ongoing dialogue be-
tween both countries and to the assistance 
and protection work carried out by the 
Mexican consular network in Canada. In 
2016 alone, approximately 24,000 workers 
participated in this program, representing 
an annual growth of 10.9 per cent.

Exchanges and mobility of people are 
also evident in the educational field. Ev-
ery year, we see an increased number of 
Mexican citizens studying in Canada. Just 
in 2016, approximately 6,000 Mexicans 
were admitted to the country on a student 
visa, 55 per cent more than the number 

admitted in 2007. The Mexican govern-
ment is actively working to increase this 
figure. We are confident that soon there 
will be 10,000 Mexican students studying 
in Canada, many of them thanks to the ef-
forts and programs of the federal govern-
ment. Likewise, we expect an increase in 
the number of Canadian students visiting 
Mexican institutions.

In recent years, we have worked dili-
gently to reach agreements and achieve 
co-operation in innovation, technological 
entrepreneurship, competitiveness and 
connectivity, and we have laid the foun-
dations for a stronger alliance capable 
of creating more jobs, promoting invest-
ment and strengthening our countries’ 
competitiveness. Among various projects, 
Canada and Mexico are encouraging the 
mobility of researchers and highly quali-
fied staff for the development of clean 
energy technologies, and have reiterated 
their commitment to continue collaborat-
ing in specific areas to promote the social 
and economic development of indigenous 
peoples and communities.

In terms of regional co-operation, and 
as a result of a letter of intent signed dur-
ing Peña Nieto’s visit in June 2016, Mexico 
and Canada have developed an action 
plan for carrying out specific joint actions 

in Central America and the Caribbean. 
These actions touch upon a wide range of 
goals, including promoting health and the 
rights of women and girls in the region; 
combatting climate change; reducing 
disaster risk and preventing migration of 
unaccompanied children from El Salvador, 
Guatemala and Honduras, among others.

Beyond commercial and economic 
aspects, as proof of the strong friendship 
that unites us, Mexico and Canada have 
supported each other in the most pressing 
times, as evidenced by the 360 Mexican 
wildfire technicians and firefighters who 
went to British Columbia to assist with the 
historic fires that ravaged the province in 
2017, and by a donation of $100,000 to the 
Mexican Red Cross and 1,500 tents for af-
fected communities provided by Canada’s 
federal government to those affected by 
the two earthquakes that impacted several 
states of Mexico this past September.

Mexicans believe in building bridges, 
in dialogue, in mutual respect and un-
derstanding, beliefs that are also highly 
treasured and shared by Canadians. I 
am certain that the co-operation between 
our countries will continue to strengthen, 
as we collaborate on the vast common 
agenda for the benefit of our respective 
populations.  D
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By Rima Alaadeen

Since King Abdullah’s 1999 ascension 
to the throne, Jordan has taken steps 
to encourage foreign investment 

and develop an outward-oriented market-
based globally competitive economy.

In particular, banking, ICT, pharma-
ceuticals, tourism and services sectors 
have all seen key reforms in recent years. 
Foreign and domestic investment laws 
grant specific incentives to industry, agri-
culture, tourism, hospitals, transportation, 
energy and water distribution. Jordan is 
also uniquely positioned geopolitically to 
host large-scale investments focused on the 
reconstruction of Iraq and other regional 
markets. 

Jordan provides a comprehensive range 
of incentives to potential investors, includ-
ing an optimum climate for investments. 
The government has also taken numerous 
measures to enhance the economic and 
financial legal framework for investment. 
The new investment law streamlines pro-
cesses thanks to a single starting point with 
the Jordan Investment Commission.

Beyond that, why invest in Jordan? 
First, it is located where Europe, Asia and 
Africa meet and it is a transportation hub 
for the Middle East, with access to the Red 
Sea through the Port of Aqaba and other 
ports in neighbouring countries. Compa-
nies looking for major reconstruction proj-
ects near Jordan can establish logistical and 
administrative hubs in Jordan, which is a 
safe and business-friendly environment.

Jordan also has a stable political envi-
ronment with a monarchy supported by 
a democratically elected parliament. Free-
dom of belief, speech, press, association 
and private property are all in force and 
are accompanied by a commitment to a 
free market. 

To attract businesses and investment 

projects, Jordan has exempted investments 
from income and social services taxes by 
between 25 and 75 per cent, depending 
on the location of the project, for a 10-year 
period. Additionally, imported fixed assets 
are 100 per cent exempted from customs 
duties and taxes. Another exemption from 
customs duties and income tax is granted 
for the expansion, modernization or de-
velopment of existing projects. Hotels and 
hospitals may purchase furniture and sup-
plies without customs duties once every 
seven years for renewal purposes.

Two-way trade volumes between Can-
ada and Jordan stood at $173 million in 
2016. Canada exported $81.3 million worth 
of goods, including vehicles and equip-
ment, machinery/mechanical products, 
vegetable products, wood, paper and 
chemicals. Jordan sent $91.8 million worth 
of goods to Canada, including textiles, veg-
etables, precious metals/stones, chemical 
products, food products and mechanical/
machinery products. 

The Canada-Jordan Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) entered into force in late 2012 
and is Canada’s first FTA with an Arab 
country. The agreement gives Canadians 
access to new markets, customers and part-
nerships, as well as creating stronger sup-
ply and production chains. It immediately 
eliminated tariffs, which ran as high as 30 
per cent, on more than 99 per cent of cur-
rent Canadian exports to Jordan and will 
eliminate tariffs on a small number of other 
products over the next three to five years.

The agreement opens doors widely 
for both parties to expand trade and in-
vestments. Jordan also enjoys duty- and 

quota-free access to the U.S. market. Jordan 
has duty-free access to more than 10 Arab 
countries through the AFTA and has bilat-
eral agreements and favourable protocols 
with more than 20 countries. Jordan is also 
an active member of the Multilateral In-
vestment Guarantee Agency (MIGA). 

Jordan has world-class infrastructure. 
Its state telephone company operates on a 
commercial basis and is expected to priva-
tize 40 per cent of the company in the near 
future. Royal Jordanian Airlines has direct 
flights to 47 major cities in Europe, the 
Middle East, the Far East, North Africa and 
North America. A modern highway net-
work with major trucking lines ensures the 
movement of raw materials to and from 
the port of Aqaba as well as into and from 
ports of neighbouring countries.

Jordanians enjoy high living standards. 
Amenities are readily available and af-
fordable. High-quality public and private 
education is available in Arabic, English 
and French. Jordan also prides itself on its 
quality affordable health services. 

Finally, Jordan is a tourist destination 
for history and antiquity enthusiasts. The 
country is essentially an open-air museum 
with more than 26,000 archeological sites, 
many of which are UNESCO World Heri-
tage Sites. The most renowned are Petra, 
the Seventh Wonder of the World; the 
Dead Sea, the lowest point on Earth; and 
the official baptism site of Jesus Christ, just 
to name a few. 

Rima Alaadeen is the ambassador of  
Jordan. Email her at ottawa@fm.gov.jo  
or phone her at (613) 238-8090.

Jordan is primed and positioned for investment

Jordan is a transportation hub for the Middle East, with access to the Red Sea through the Port of 
Aqaba, pictured here.
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By Abdulhamid Ali Alfailakawi

Kuwait is one of the richest coun-
tries in the world and a leading 
economic centre in the region. 

Despite its small size, the country has a 
number of natural resources that have 
enabled it to grow its economic strength. 
The economy depends on oil, with fixed 
oils reserves of about 102 billion barrels, or 
about 7.4 per cent of the world’s crude re-
serves, and about 21.6 per cent of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council’s crude reserves. 
Kuwait’s current production level is about 
2.3 million barrels per day.

Oil accounts for about 50 per cent of 
Kuwait's gross domestic product (GDP), 
95 per cent of total export earnings and 80 
per cent of government revenue.

Kuwait-Canada bilateral trade in mer-
chandise amounted to $192 million in 
2015. Canada’s exports were predom-
inantly comprised of machinery and 
mechanical equipment, transportation 
equipment and agri-food products. In 
2015, Kuwaiti foreign direct investment 
in Canada was estimated at $180 million, 
while Canadian direct investment in Ku-
wait was estimated at $2 million. 

Canadian businesses will find commer-
cial trade and service opportunities mainly 
in the petroleum, health, defence, security, 
agri-food and education sectors. 

Kuwait-Canada commercial relations 
are currently witnessing vast new avenues 
of development in such petrochemical 
companies as Petrochemical Industries 
Company K.S.C. (PIC) of Kuwait, a sub-
sidiary of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, 
which has been operating in Alberta since 
2004 through various investments, includ-
ing those in the petrochemical industry.

In 2017, PIC entered into partnership 
with Pembina Pipeline Corporation, a 
Calgary-based corporation that owns and 

operates pipelines that transport conven-
tional and synthetic crude oil and natural 
gas liquids produced in Western Canada.

PIC and Pembina have formed joint-
venture agreements and a new entity, 
Canada-Kuwait Petrochemical Corpora-
tion (CKPC). CKPC will proceed with 
activities for a front-end engineering de-
sign for the project, which is expected to 
produce in excess of 1.2 billion pounds per 
year of polypropylene that would then be 
transported to North American and global 
markets.

The preliminary capital cost estimate 
of the project is between $3.8 billion and 
$4.2 billion. It is expected to create about 
2,500 construction jobs and more than 150 
permanent jobs. Currently, KPC has $2 bil-
lion worth of investment in Alberta and is 
planning to increase that to $5 billion.

Furthermore, there are bilateral projects 
in a third country. In February 2016, a con-
sortium made up of the Ontario Teachers’ 
Pension Plan (OTPP), Borealis, AIMCo and 
Wren House — an infrastructure invest-
ment vehicle owned by Kuwait Investment 
Authority — have taken over London City 
Airport at a cost of about $2.8 billion.

Kuwait has always been a hub of trade 
in its region and a promising market for 
novice and veteran businesses. Hence, I 
invite all types of businesses to consider 
investing in Kuwait, which has an open 
market and an open trade policy. Customs 
duties do not exceed five per cent for most 
goods imported from outside the customs 
union of the GCC and more than 400 
goods are exempt from customs duties — 

most of them foodstuffs.
Kuwait’s major merchandise imports 

from Canada include industrial equip-
ment, machinery and capital equipment, 
durable and semi-durable goods, food 
and beverages, special vehicles, transport 
equipment parts, non-durable goods and 
transportation. Imports are not subject to 
quotas. 

Kuwait’s merchandise exports to Can-
ada include petroleum, manufactured 
fertilizers, ethylene products, other manu-
factures and re-exported goods.

Under Kuwaiti investment rules, for-
eign investors can establish Kuwaiti com-
panies with a foreign capital share of 100 
per cent. Foreign investors may transfer 
ownership of their investment to another 
foreign or national investor. Foreign inves-
tors have the right to transfer profits and 
capital abroad. Additionally, foreign inves-
tors can enjoy the following advantages: 
Exemption from income tax and any other 
taxes for up to 10 years; full or partial ex-
emption from customs duties on imports 
required by the project; allocation of land 
required by the project and employment 
of foreign workers needed by the project. 
In addition, any dispute between a for-
eign investor and another party may be 
referred to domestic or international ar-
bitration. The “other party” here includes 
government bodies. 

Abdulhamid Ali Alfailakawi is the am-
bassador of Kuwait. Reach him by email 
at ambassadoroffice@kuwaitembassy.ca 
or by calling (613) 780-9999. 

Kuwait is an investment hub for Canada

Kuwait is a hub of trade in its region and a promising market for novice and veteran businesses. 
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By Chung-chen Kung

Taiwan and Canada have always 
enjoyed close, mutually beneficial 
economic and trade relations. In 

2016, Taiwan’s total value of imports from 
Canada reached $1.2 billion US, while 
Canada imported $3.8 billion US from 
Taiwan in the same year. Taiwan’s top ex-
ports to Canada were mostly in the tech-
nology field and included such products 
as integrated electronic circuits, machin-
ery components, auto parts, airplane and 
helicopter parts and electronic processors. 
Canada’s top exports to Taiwan included 
mainly raw materials such as bituminous 
coal, nickel, lumber, pharmaceutical prod-
ucts and iron ores. 

While the trading relationship between 
Taiwan and Canada is strong in traditional 
areas, such as commodities and raw ma-
terials, Canada stands to miss significant 
opportunities if it fails to broaden and 
formalize its ties with Taiwan. For in-
stance, Canadian companies and products 
already benefit from Taiwan’s strong com-
mercialization capacity; however, Canada 
stands to gain even more from Taiwan. It 
is one of the leading investors in Asia and 
excels in building supply chains that use 
Asia’s vast market and cost advantages 
while protecting intellectual property. For-
malization and diversification of trade can 
benefit Taiwan as increased commercial-
ization of Canadian companies allows it to 
take advantage of Canada’s strength in the 
fields of information technology, energy, 
agri-food and service sectors.

Furthermore, Taiwan invites Canada to 
further expand R&D partnerships, such as 
with the Industrial Technology Research 
Institute, which could open a greater 
range of opportunities for Canada's high-
tech startups. Taiwan also encourages 
Canadian companies’ participation in its 

fast-growing energy market, especially 
concerning the area of renewable-energy 
technologies. Canada stands to benefit 
from more open and formalized trade in 
this potentially unlimited and fast-grow-
ing field. An investment agreement be-
tween Taiwan and Canada would bring 
mutual economic benefits and facilitate a 
more open and non-discriminatory invest-
ment environment for both sides. It also 
has the added advantage of protecting in-
vestors, creating job growth and upgrad-
ing industrial sectors in both countries.  

To facilitate this end, my government 
encourages Canada to recognize Taiwan’s 
impressive commitment to regulatory 
reform and continued liberalization as 
a pathway to a comprehensive and pro-
gressive agreement for the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership. Taiwan also encourages 
high-level visits of Canadian federal and 
provincial economic ministers and entre-
preneurs. While these would be impor-
tant steps, others should be taken in the 
meantime, starting with the negotiation 
of a foreign investment promotion and 
protection agreement (FIPA). Because of 
Taiwan’s and Canada’s trade complemen-
tarity, increased trade and investment will 
unlock opportunities without imposing 
competition in sensitive areas. Canada has 
signed FIPA agreements with 43 countries 
and is currently in negotiations with nine 
other trading partners. Canada had FIPA 
agreements with China (2014) and Hong 
Kong (2016). Taiwan is the only country in 
the region that does not have or is not in 
negotiations for a FIPA with Canada. Our 
avoidance of double taxation agreement, 
which came into force on Jan. 1, 2017, 
has already laid a strong foundation for a 

future FIPA agreement. Therefore, Taiwan 
strongly encourages the Canadian gov-
ernment to launch Taiwan-Canada FIPA 
negotiations as soon as possible. 

This would benefit Canada greatly. 
A 2016 report by Export Development 
Canada pointed out that more Canadian 
enterprises are relying on outward invest-
ment and foreign affiliates to penetrate 
foreign markets. This approach allows 
them to increase production efficiency, 
capture consumption growth in emerging 
markets, tap trade networks among devel-
oping countries and overcome barriers to 
market access. Thus, a FIPA with Taiwan 
would strengthen Taiwan’s and Canada’s 
global trade advantage. 

A FIPA would be mutually beneficial 
for both countries and it would augment 
recent developments in the ease of trade 
and friendly relations between Taiwan 
and Canada. Those developments include 
daily flights between Vancouver and Tai-
pei, which started in the summer of 2017. 
In 2016, Taiwan was Canada’s fifth-largest 
trading partner in Asia and 11th largest in 
the world. Canada’s two-way trade with 
Taiwan exceeds its trade with Australia 
or Brazil. While this forms a bedrock for 
economic growth, both countries stand to 
benefit from a formalized and open trade 
and investment relationship. A Taiwan-
Canada FIPA would go a long way in real-
izing the goal of building a competitive 
trade relationship for the 21st Century.

Chung-chen Kung is the representative 
for the Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Office in Ottawa. Reach him by email at 
teco@on.aibn.com or by phone at (613) 
231-5080.

Formalize Taiwan ties to boost Canadian exports

Partnerships with Taiwan's Industrial Research Institute could open a greater range of opportunities 
for Canadian high-tech startups. 
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The USS Ronald Reagan aircraft carrier 
leads a mass formation of ships from Korea, 
Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, France, Canada, 
Australia and the United States, through the 
Pacific Ocean as part of RIMPAC, the world's 
largest international maritime exercise. 
RIMPAC’s goal is to increase co-operation 
and enhance the tactical capabilities of 
participating nations in various aspects of 
operations at sea.  
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From Russian President Vladimir Putin seeking another six-year term in his 
country's presidential election to British Prime Minister Theresa May possibly 
being turfed from her job, nine experts make their predictions on global 
developments this coming year.

The world in 2018

T 
he year 2018 promises to be memorable — in ways both good and disturbing.  

To give readers a sense of what to expect, we assembled a group of nine regional 

specialists to write seven Top-10 lists detailing what to expect for the coming year. 

In short, climate change will continue to challenge governments and everyday 

people across the planet. We’ll also see elections — some consequential and 

some near meaningless — as well as a continuing war of words between U.S. President 

Donald Trump and North Korean President Kim Jong-un, with the dire potential consequence 

of nuclear war. Grim indeed, but there are also signs of hope. Glimmers of democratic 

”openings” in the Middle East, for example, as well as Democrats potentially getting their 

wish for a rebalancing of the U.S. Senate. The package starts on page 44. 
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By Jeff Sahadeo  
and Mikhail Zherebtsov

In 2018, Russia will retain its renewed 
prominent place on the world stage.  
Vladimir Putin’s vision and mili-

tary spending have made his country 
a major player in Syria and the Middle 
East. In Europe, involvement in Ukraine 
and the absorption of Crimea continue 
despite western sanctions, and, across 
the continent, Russian support fuels 
nationalist politicians who are intent 
on challenging the EU’s  liberal order. 
Successful meddling in the 2016 U.S. 
elections through the spreading of disin-
formation has opened another pathway 
to fulfil foreign policy goals by keeping 
the west off guard — most recently in 
evidence in the Catalonia crisis. This all 
comes as the economy stabilizes, but liv-
ing standards for the average Russian re-
main far below those of their European 
neighbours.  

1. Six more years of President Putin
Elections remain the most important event 
in the political life of Russia, even though 
their outcomes can be easily predicted. Pu-
tin is almost certain to seek re-election for 
another six-year term. His competition is 
unclear. Former contenders — communist 
leader Gennady Zyuganov and populist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky — are unlikely to 
attract significant support. Alexei Navalny 
— Putin’s most prominent and vigorous 
critic — is, for now, barred from running 
due to a criminal conviction, which he 
claims is politically motivated. The main 
concern for the current administration is 
low voter turnout. Although it does not 
directly affect the results, it is an important 
symbolic and reputational factor. An effort 
to attract younger and even protest voters 
appears to have motivated the candidacy 
of Ksenia Sobchak, an opposition journal-
ist, social media star and the daughter of 
former St. Petersburg mayor Anatoly Sob-
chak, Putin’s former boss. Other popular 

figures with insignificant political capital 
and experience may also run, even at the 
risk of vulgarizing the elections.

Our prediction is that Putin will win 
in the first round. The results will matter 
less than the political course the president 
will lay out for the new term. The main 
intrigue will be whether Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev will retain his post, or a 
new figure — perhaps a potential succes-
sor — will be appointed. 

2. Ukraine amid crises
Ukraine faces crises on two fronts in 2018. 
First, public dissatisfaction over contin-
ued corruption has prompted renewed 
protests in Kyiv, even as the government 
takes steps to address grievances. Al-
though the scale is far smaller than the 
Maidan demonstrations of 2013, sugges-
tions of a coup, perhaps led by the once-
president of Georgia, Mikhail Saakashvili, 
circulate. Second, the conflict with Rus-
sian-backed forces in Eastern Ukraine 

Russia and Eurasia: Limited advances in 2018

This woman stands in front of a blown-out building in Kurakhove, in Ukraine's Donetsk region. In 2018, the conflict with Russian-backed forces in 
Eastern Ukraine will drag on, with the Minsk negotiations at an impasse. 
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drags on, with the Minsk negotiations at 
an impasse. All sides are now discussing 
international peacekeeping forces, but 
implementation, much less a political vi-
sion for Eastern Ukraine’s future, remains 
elusive. The country, whose resilience has 
allowed it to survive a bloody conflict and 
virtual partition, remains low on the list 
of priorities for the European Union and 
western actors.

We predict Putin will offer various 
proposals and feints towards a political 
solution in the east, knowing full well that 
Ukraine lacks the resources or vision to 
reincorporate territories behind insurgent 
lines. Diplomatic manoeuvres will ensure 
the west does not send arms to Ukraine. 
Despite dissatisfaction, Ukrainians will 
lack the stomach for another Maidan. 

3. Russia and the West: Same planet, 
different worlds
Insoluble disputes and continuities in 
political agendas in Europe, Russia and 
North America will keep the confronta-
tion between the west and Putin’s regime 
alive. The west will not accept Crimea’s 
annexation, nor will Russia reverse it. 
Beyond this, allegations and evidence of 
Russia’s interference in the elections and 
domestic politics of the United States con-
tinue to mount. Implicated are the inner 
circles of President Donald Trump and 
other leaders seen to benefit from cyber-
attacks, money or other “dirty tricks.” In 
Europe, Russia’s open support of ultra-
right candidates and parties substantially 
complicates already uneasy relations. 
The truce between government and rebel 
forces in Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions remains shaky and renewed vio-
lence could see tensions rise. 

In 2018, we predict western and Rus-
sian leaders will continue to take ir-
reconcilable positions towards major 
international issues, limiting the possibil-
ity for co-operation, despite  Trump’s 
warm feelings towards Putin. Even so, 
each side recognizes the other’s impor-
tance in global affairs, and co-operation 
will continue, on a case-by-case basis. 

4. Syria's now diplomatic war
Russia’s military involvement in Syria 
is winding down, with the defeat of the 
Islamic State as a territorial entity. Diplo-
matic negotiations among world leaders 
concerning the future status of the country 
will now intensify. It is expected that the 
main stumbling block will involve the fate 
of Syria’s current leader, Bashar al-Assad. 
Russia’s recognition of the legitimacy of 
Assad’s regime differs drastically from 

the position of other stakeholders. Putin 
is assuming a leading role in the status 
of Kurdish autonomy, which remains 
unresolved. As one of the winners, Russia 
will remain active in Syria diplomatically, 
and use its relationship with the regime to 
strengthen its geopolitical position in the 
Middle East.

Given the state of Russia-West relations 
and diametrically opposed views on the 
legitimacy of al-Assad, talks on Syria’s 
future are expected to be long and low on 
achievements in 2018. 

5. Russia’s economy: Muddling along
Russia’s social and economic development 
will be an important issue in the context 
of its presidential electoral campaign. 
Thus, 2018 will mark the fourth year of 
mutual sanctions between Russia and 
leading western countries. Operating 
alongside declining oil prices, sanctions 
substantially affected Russia’s economy. 
The ruble’s purchasing power was cut in 
half, the GDP fell by more than a third — 
from $2.2 trillion in 2013 to $1.2 trillion in 
2016 — and Russia’s growth stagnated. 
The Kremlin has freely raided its precious 
piggy bank — the stabilization fund — 
built during years of high energy prices. 
Yet, there are signs of stabilization. Mod-
erately conservative forecasts for 2018 
predict a steady, but low, GDP growth of 
between 1.1 and 1.8 per cent. The Russian 
Central Bank’s strict monetary and regu-
latory policies satisfy the banking and 

financial sectors. Russia remains nonethe-
less vulnerable to energy-price changes 
or potential further sanctions.

Economic scenarios for 2018 are 
gloomy, but far from disastrous. The 
Kremlin will do everything possible to 
keep the economic situation stable in an 
election year, so the status quo is likely in 
the near future.

6. Protests and dissatisfaction in 
Russia
Anti-regime demonstrations increased 
in number and intensity in 2017. An 
October protest on Putin’s 65th birthday 
spread to 80 cities. Thousands of riot 
police attacked and detained demonstra-
tors, many of whom are supporters of 
Alexei Navalny, who was arrested before-
hand. The Kremlin has also had to deal 
with simmering tensions as Moscow city 
council prepares to eject tenants of down-
town Khrushchev-era buildings to begin 
construction of new towers. Even as pro-
tests over seemingly unfettered presiden-
tial power, corruption and challenges to 
daily life grow, Putin remains undeniably 

popular and his message of Russian unity 
in the face of western opposition reso-
nates. Living standards have decreased 
over the last few years, but Russians will 
say they have suffered through far worse. 
The Russian economy has stabilized, 
even as it trails western countries in de-
livering prosperity for citizens. 

In 2018, vocal demonstrations will 
continue in large Russian cities, perhaps 
around the elections and inauguration, 
but their growth potential is limited. Pu-
tin enjoys support as a symbol of stability 
and strength, and he’s able to point to 
such accomplishments as the annexation 
of Crimea. 

In October, riot police attacked and detained 
protesters, many of them supporters of lawyer 
and activist Alexei Navalny, who is shown at the 
time of his own arrest in March 2017.

IN 2018, WE PREDICT 

WESTERN AND 

RUSSIAN LEADERS 

WILL CONTINUE TO 

TAKE IRRECONCILABLE 

POSITIONS TOWARDS 
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7. World Cup ’18: A coming-out party?
Eleven cities in Russia will host soccer’s 
World Cup in June and July 2018, an event 
that dwarfs the Sochi Olympics for placing 
the country at the centre of the sporting 
universe. Optimists can point to plans 
for visa-free entry for visitors and Putin’s 
desire to show Russian cities as global cul-
tural and tourist destinations. A successful 
event might thaw relations with the west. 
Russian police have made progress in 
battling Islamist opposition, so the threat 
of terrorist attacks is small, though it can 
never be completely discounted. Racist 
and nationalist organizations have also 
fallen out of government favour in recent 
years. The potential for organized or spon-
taneous drunken brawls, however, which 
might sweep in innocent citizens, tourists 
or spectators, or racist chants emanat-
ing from the stands, is quite real. Putin is 
already talking about regulating alcohol 
sales to foreign visitors.

We expect the World Cup will showcase 
Russia’s provincial cities, which will put 
on a great show for tourists. A visa-free 
regime with the west remains a distant 
hope, however, and Putin is likely to use 
the event to promote Russian greatness to 
a domestic audience instead of using it as 
a springboard to better foreign relations. 

8. LGBTQ and Chechnya
Canada has accepted a number of gay 
refugees fleeing persecution in Chechnya, 
a Russian republic in the North Caucasus 
under the leadership of Ramzan Kady-
rov. Ruling the region as a virtual fiefdom 
with Putin’s blessing, Kadyrov initiated a 
campaign against homosexuality in 2017. 
Detention, torture and forced confessions 
proliferated, with potential targets fleeing 
the republic for elsewhere in Russia, and, 
for some, to Western Europe and Canada. 
Kadyrov has denied the campaign, insist-
ing at times that there are no homosexu-
als in his republic. Putin has only said he 
would raise the matter with central gov-
ernment officials. The violence appears 
limited to Chechnya, with the Russian 
LGBTQ network offering transit out of 
the republic, but this will not assure their 
safety. A similar crackdown against gays is 
now being carried out in Azerbaijan.

 We expect the 2017 campaign will 
have accomplished its goal of terrifying 
Chechnya’s LGBTQ community, driving 
members away or deeper underground. 
The campaign's predicted success is just 
another sign that Putin will allow human 
rights to be violated with impunity, espe-
cially in the North Caucasus. It’s unclear 
how far such a campaign will spread.

9. “Uzbek Spring”
Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has 
undertaken initiatives that could lead to 
significant opening of Central Asia’s most 
populous and geopolitically significant 
country. A border agreement with Kyr-
gyzstan and currency convertibility have 
been followed by still-tentative efforts to 
increase judicial independence, reduce 
child and forced labour in the cotton fields 

and open the media. Certainly the Uzbek 
leadership is on a “charm offensive” with 
the west, and is seeking greater inclusion 
in the global community. Still, thousands 
of political activists remain imprisoned 
and civil society is weak. 

Uzbek political decision-making re-
mains opaque, and we can only guess at 
the relative strength of reformers versus 
conservatives at the top. The country faces 
enormous challenges, and instability in 
Afghanistan might act as a brake to re-
form. Still, this is the first time this century 
that a degree of optimism for a more open 
Uzbekistan is warranted.

Uzbekistan will proceed with great cau-
tion in 2018, in the hopes that engagement 
will boost economic performance. 

Significant moves to a more democratic 
society will be postponed. The fallout 
from the New York City attacks by an 
Uzbek who pledged loyalty to ISIS is, as 
yet, unclear.

10. Two presidential elections 
Geographical neighbours and politi-
cal rivals, Armenia and Azerbaijan, 

whose relationship has been spoiled by 
the unresolved territorial dispute over 
Nagorno-Karabakh, will both hold pres-
idential elections in 2018. In Armenia, 
term-limited President Serzh Sargsyan 
will have to step down. Another leader 
will steer constitutional reform in Arme-
nia towards a parliamentary republic, 
balance relations with its Russian patron 
and the west and continue to stall ne-

gotiations over Nagorno-Karabakh. In 
Azerbaijan, President Ilham Aliev will 
no doubt win his fourth consecutive 
term. Reports of rampant government 
corruption have provoked outcries, but 
the regime of the oil-rich country has 
proven capable of cracking down on 
real or perceived opposition.

As the leader of the popular Repub-
lican Party of Armenia, Sargsyan will 
retain a crucial role in the country’s 
political life in 2018. In Azerbaijan, po-
litical continuity is virtually assured, yet 
there remains the risk that nationalist 
rhetoric during the electoral campaigns 
will affect further dialogue between 
the two countries as violent incidents 
mount along the Nagorno-Karabakh 
border.
 
Jeff Sahadeo is associate professor at 
the Institute of European, Russian 
and Eurasian Studies and the depart-
ment of political science at Carleton 
University.  Mikhail Zherebtsov is a 
researcher at the Institute of European, 
Russian and Eurasian Studies.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, shown here with Chinese President Xi Jinping, is expected to seek 
another six-year term in March 2018. 
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Europe’s outlook 2018: Anybody’s guess

By Ferry de Kerckhove

There are two factors shaping Eu-
rope’s outlook for the coming year: 
what comes out of the Trump world 

and what comes out of, or into, Europe. 
Which of the exogenous variables will 
be the most defining is anyone’s guess. 
Migrants, Brexit and regional separatism 
will all play into the unfolding drama of 
2018. To that end, 10 predictions follow. 

1. The migrants
Europe will continue to endure the con-
sequences of the refugee crisis stemming 
from the catastrophic 2011 decision by 
NATO to intervene in Libya and, while 
numbers may abate, intra-European co-
operation will improve only slightly. 

While the aftermath of the Arab Spring 
brought a steady flow of refugees to Eu-
rope, it was in 2014 that the increase in 

arrivals from Libya started rupturing the 
unity of the European approach to manag-
ing the refugee crisis. This eventually led 
to an agreement with Turkey whereby the 
latter would be paid for keeping the bulk 
of refugees from the Middle East, thus al-
lowing a selection process by individual 
European countries on some form of a 
quota system that was rejected by most 
Eastern European illiberal leaders. Ger-
many, for its part, will continue to bravely 
absorb its million-plus newcomers, hop-
ing for as few terrorist acts as possible. 
Thus, most efforts in 2018 will focus on 
establishing an integrated European im-
migration policy — a real Sisyphus rock. A 
return to stronger economic growth could, 
however, make a difference.

2. European political trends
The populist right is not going away and 
2018 will see continuing waves of popu-

lism. While stopped in France by a politi-
cal system with two rounds of voting and 
surprisingly so in the Netherlands by a 
brilliant campaign by the eventual winner, 
Mark Rutte, the right ate a big chunk of 
Angela Merkel’s stature and it once again 
threatens Italy. It has smartly created an 
ugly parallel between the increase in mi-
grant flows, terrorism, the rise of Islamic 
fundamentalism and membership in the 
European Union. This is unlikely to change 
as long as European governments, despite 
their countries’ diversities, continue to em-
phasize “assimilation” as opposed to “inte-
gration,” thus creating resentment among 
immigrants who were violently uprooted 
from their historical environment and 
asked to renounce the past identities they 
carried with them on their perilous journey. 
On the other hand, assimilation policies 
seldom satisfy the far right either, which 
prefers no migrants to botched assimilation. G
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The trend towards separatism in Europe will continue, but only Catalonia, whose supporters are shown above, represents a real risk. 
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3. Brexit 
The Brexit process will not achieve the 
aims set by Britain, but its impact risks 
deepening the various divides in Europe. 
The Brexit crisis has to be considered from 
two vantage points: its economic impact 
and its consequences for European unity. 
On the former, the OECD is as clear as it 
gets: GDP growth in Britain will barely 
reach 1.6 per cent in 2017 and will slip to 
just 1 per cent in 2018, with the unem-
ployment rate climbing to 5.3 per cent. 
It also predicts that British government 
will fail to “secure a comprehensive free-
trade agreement with the rest of the EU 
by 2019 in a development that would 
mean a destructive ‘cliff-edge‘ Brexit for 
U.K.,“ according to the OECD. But that 
is only part of the story. The harshness of 
EU authorities towards Britain in negotia-
tions reflects their concern over the impact 
of separation on the economic stability 
and confidence of the amputated group 
as well as the long-term bearing it will 
have on the European unification pro-
cess. Admittedly, Britain’s absence from 
the Eurozone makes the withdrawal less 
politically sensitive. But, despite the joint 
efforts and commitment to the European 
political project of French President Em-
manuel Macron and Germany’s Merkel, 
supported feebly by the politically erratic 
Italian regime, Brexit has only deepened 
the divide between the original EU group-
ing — born of a “never again” mantra 
through a deep, abiding commitment to 
a political construct fostered by economic 
integration — and the Eastern European 
group, which chose the EU as the best 
alternative to the Soviet yoke. The latter, 
however, had no real concept or commit-
ment towards the supranational concept, 
as they had just regained their national 
freedoms. Illiberalism is the consequence 
of this rejection and 2018 is very unlikely 
to change any of this.

4. Regional separatism
The trend towards separatism will endure, 
but only Catalonia represents a real risk. 
And even its separation is unlikely to hap-
pen. The segue to Brexit, of course, is the 
growing regional separatism that started 
with Scotland’s failed — for now — in-
dependence referendum. Catalonia is not 
a new phenomenon as evidenced by the 
extensive contact between various Catalan 
governments and Quebec, particularly 
when the Parti Québécois was in power. 

There are several reasons underpinning 
these movements. Often the economic 
dimension is not the most important one, 
although in times of economic slowdown, 

it adds fuel to a cultural and identity crisis 
in the face of globalization. A growing 
climate of uncertainty then leads to ques-
tioning of the fundamental relationship 

between the rulers and the ruled and the 
former’s ability to provide answers to 
problems whose duration exceeds the 
length of an election. Will 2018 see at least 
a legitimate process for Catalonia, as Can-
ada eventually implemented for Quebec? 
Right now, it is objectively clear that the 
referendum was neither legitimate nor an 
accurate reflection of the public will. But 
the way the central government of Madrid 
handles the crisis could either precipitate 

a surge in the independence movement 
or it will ensure a smooth transition to-
wards a solution that maintains the unity 
of the country with greater autonomy 
for the regions. European unity behind 
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy will endure 
as long as the situation doesn’t become 
unduly violent, in a way reminiscent for 
many Spaniards of their horrific civil war. 
This seems unlikely as Spain considers a 
constitutional change that will allow for 
independence referendums — the Spanish 
version of our Clarity Law.

5. The “European idea” unravels
The spectre of EU disintegration appears 
to loom, but there are good reasons to 
believe the tide will be reversed. The 
key question is simple: Can the Macron-
Merkel team reverse the tide? Beyond the 
immediate issue of forming a government 
after her reduced majority following the 
September elections, Merkel has partially 
ceded the leadership of Europe to her 
French partner, who, just two days after 
the German election, delivered a 90-min-
ute speech at La Sorbonne dedicated to 
the European dream. The Economist sum-
marized well the quandary for Macron: 
“Whether Mr. Macron can restore France 
to centre-stage in the EU after a decade in 
the chorus depends not just on his plans 
for Europe, but also on his success at 
home, reforming a country long seen as 

French President Emmanuel Macron, left, and German Chancellor Angela Merkel, right, take part in 
the G7 meeting in Taormina, Italy. Merkel will need Macron in 2018 as an EU ally. 
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unreformable.” This year will be critical 
for France and for Macron’s commitment 
to “force a new alignment along a differ-
ent fault line, one that lies between those 
sympathetic to an open society and those 
tempted by nationalism, Euroscepticism 
and identity politics,” The Economist con-
tinues. One of the most telling comments 
on Macron came from a friend of his who 
told the French publication l’Opinion that 
Macron’s “roots are on the progressive 
centre-left” and they “reconciled them-
selves to the market economy.” The irony 
of the French is the existential contradic-
tion between their embrace of capitalism 
and an unabashed dislike for the free 
market.

Were France and Germany to join 
forces on the key components of Macron’s 
massive program for a “sovereign, united 
and democratic Europe,” 2018 could be a 
better year despite all the issues alluded 
to above. But the more ambitious it is 
— European defence and security, fiscal 
and social convergence, expansion of the 
Erasmus program for studying and train-
ing abroad, innovation, sustainable de-
velopment, creating a true economic and 
monetary power and more — the greater 
the risk of disillusionment. 

 6. 2018 Italian elections
The right is back and former prime minis-
ter Silvio Berlusconi is not dead. A general 
election is due early next year and the 
recent decisive victory of Gov. Nello Mu-
sumeci, a member of Berlusconi’s Forza 
Italia, underscores the continued popular-
ity of Berlusconi and the renewed strength 
of the right in Italy. While Berlusconi 
will never again regain power — he was 
banned for life for tax fraud — his party 
will do well next year because he man-
aged to bring together different streams of 
the right, thus possibly rekindling domi-
nation by the man known as “Il Cavaliere” 
in Italian politics. This makes it all the 
more likely that the other parties’ divi-
sions are unlikely to heal in 2018.

7. Ukrainian stalemate
There will be no progress here as U.S. 
President Donald Trump will be increas-
ingly preoccupied with retaining the presi-
dency and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will focus on his own re-election. 
As a frozen conflict in the heart of Eastern 
Europe, mainly manned by various merce-
nary forces in the pay of Russia, very little 
is happening. Negotiations resumed for a 
while; Putin allowed for UN Peacekeep-
ers in Eastern Ukraine — a seemingly odd 
proposal that further internationalizes the 

conflict, unless it was designed to dimin-
ish the role of the real player. Very rapidly 
things went “south” and there were talks 
of a break in diplomatic relations. Mean-
while, the west prides itself in achieving 

NATO reinforcement and assurances 
in the Baltic region. Yet, as Washington-
based national security analyst Anthony 
Cordesman of Chicago points out, “politi-
cal masters do not seem ready to address 
the reality that today’s Russia is asserting 
itself in increasingly threatening ways.”

8. Poland's prediction
A risky prediction for 2018: President 
Andrzej Duda will succeed in altering 
the Jaroslaw Kaczynski-led Law and Jus-
tice Party’s illiberalist agenda. Reforms 
proposed firing members of the Supreme 
Court and politicizing the justice system. 
Duda’s success in this will depend on the 
president ensuring a successful passing 
and implementation of the legislation 
countering the government’s power to 
remove and name judges at will. 

9. Theresa May’s tenuous survival
There are strong possibilities that Brit-
ish Prime Minister Theresa May will be 
ousted before the end of 2018. The Sunday 
Times newspaper recently indicated that 
40 Conservative MPs were ready to call 
for her resignation. This goes beyond the 

Brexit negotiations. Resentment against 
her for having needlessly gambled on the 
elections, and Boris “aka Brutus” John-
son’s constant behind-the-scenes under-
mining of her moves, are but two of the 
many sources of a potential “palace coup” 
against her. Just eight more opposing MPs 
would put her into a minority situation 
and bring her down in a leadership chal-
lenge. With two ministers having recently 
resigned, her government is looking 
increasingly frail. May’s personal fragil-
ity, stemming from her failed gamble on 
Brexit, was underscored at the last Conser-
vative Party conference. Despite earning 
the party’s support, her performance left 
attendees quizzical.

10. The Trump effect
Foreign policy uncertainty caused by 
Trump and occurring outside or on the 
margins of the European theatre could af-
fect any progress in Europe’s integration. 
Four crisis points could be particularly 
significant: Trump’s bombast on North 
Korea does not play well in the major 
capitals of Europe. His non-certification of 
the Iranian nuclear deal and his commit-
ment to impose further sanctions on Iran 
will be resisted by the Europeans as long 
as it does not affect its more than $700 bil-
lion in trade with the U.S. To this double 
quandary, one should add the confusion 
and/or policy dearth on the part of the 
U.S. administration towards the Middle 
East, which is critical for Europe’s man-
agement of the refugee crisis and stability 
in the Mediterranean. The more the U.S. 
withdraws from the international stage, 
the more Europe is left alone in handling 
the complex relationship with Russia and 
the Ukraine crisis. The latter is unlikely to 
see much change.

With maybe too many uncertainties 
to swallow in one single scoop, it may be 
useful to restate strongly that, all in all, 
there are some real hopes (to put it in the 
words of Herman Van Rompuy, the first 
president of the European Council) of 
giving a place to all in the space created 
by the EU single market, but there’s also a 
real risk of seeing these hopes shattered, in 
part by excessive ambitions and needless 
or avoidable American-driven additional 
uncertainties.

Ferry de Kerckhove is a retired Cana-
dian diplomat who had postings in Iran, 
NATO, Moscow, Islamabad, Jakarta and 
Cairo, the latter three as head of mission. 
Since his retirement, he has been teaching 
at the University of Ottawa and at Glen-
don College in Toronto.

Our writer predicts Polish President Andrzej 
Duda, shown here, will succeed in altering 
Jaroslaw Kaczynski's Law and Justice Party's 
illiberalist agenda. 
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The Middle East: Some hope, much despair

By Emily Regan Wills 
and Nadia Abu-Zahra

Who would have predicted a 
missing-in-action Lebanese 
prime minister, one of the 

deadliest earthquakes in the world and 
that Syria would lapget ahead of the U.S. 
in climate policy by joining the Paris 
Agreement? Change in the Middle East 
defies prediction. Political leadership has 
a tendency to swing from the tedious 
(such as the 42-year or 30-year leadership 
terms in Libya and Egypt) to the erratic 
(such as the execution of Yemen’s former 
president, or the overnight deposing of 
Saudi royals and locking up of dissenters). 
In pulling together 10 predictions for the 
Middle East, we threw our bets behind 
people-centred trends. Those who suffer 
for decades — refugees, the impoverished 
and migrant workers — know that each 
New Year brings few surprises. But the 
people of the region are its heartbeat, and 
inspire us in our research — which is why 
we focus our predictions on the possibili-
ties of a better life for all of them. 

1. Privatization in the Middle East
Privatization will hit energy, water and 
transport, in a continuation of the trend 
toward selling off public goods and ser-
vices. Privatization has already claimed 
billions of dollars in public assets across 
the Middle East. Between 1998 and 2008 
in Egypt, $15.7 billion worth of assets were 
privatized at below-market-value prices. 
The prediction for 2018 is that Saudi Ar-
amco will go public, likely on the New 
York Stock Exchange. But more will hit 
the auction block across the Middle East, 
including schools, health care, tourism, 
telecommunications, banks, real estate, 
foods, steel and — yes — sports teams. 
Speculation has already begun on inter-
ested bidders, such as Tokyo’s SoftBank. 
A long list of conventions and expos will 
help facilitate this new market that will 
ultimately build railways, boost entertain-
ment and network banking and financial 
services. If traditional trade fairs aren’t 
your thing, you could visit Beautyworld, 
Fitness Middle East (FITME! for short) or 
Middle East Film & Comic Con featuring 
“Manga, Comics, Collectibles and more.”

2. Syria: A resolution-free endgame
As the Syrian civil war limps into its 

seventh year, the shape of its endgame is 
beginning to firm up. 

Most regional players have reduced 
their direct involvement. Saudi Arabia is 
too focused on Yemen; Qatar has reverted 
to quiet diplomacy and Turkey is focused 
on its own territorial security and the 
Kurdish question. 

Russia and Iran will continue to sup-
port Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and 
his local allies. The Islamic State and simi-
lar groups will continue to lose territory 
and traction and the popular opposition 
will continue to be politically and militar-
ily marginalized. 

Eventually, the al-Assad government 
will rule over a Syria whose population, 
infrastructure and social fabric have been 
destroyed, not least by its own forces. But 
neither militant groups nor the advocates 
for democracy and open civil society will 
be satisfied by this conclusion, so the 
fundamental conditions that launched the 
war will remain and provide the seeds of 
future conflict.   IB
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Yemen, pictured above, will remain a tragic story of war and destruction in 2018. Assaulted by Saudi military equipment purchased from the U.S., 20.7 
million people, including 11.3 million children, are in need of humanitarian assistance and protection.
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3. Hard-fought intense elections
Libya, Bahrain and Lebanon are due 
for parliamentary elections. There are 
presidential elections in Egypt and general 
elections in Iraq in 2018. Each state is deal-
ing with various forms of instability that 
may come to the forefront in these races. 
But don’t expect these elections to tell 
you everything you need to know about 
politics in those countries. Because of the 
limited space for parliaments to act in 
most Arab countries, the actual composi-
tion of the parliament doesn’t matter very 
much when it comes to what actions the 
government takes. Political elites will fight 
hard against each other for slightly bigger 
pieces of the pie, but executive powers 
will continue to dominate, within the con-
straints of the military and security infra-
structures. Meanwhile, most citizens will 
be focused on livelihood issues and per-
sonal freedoms. The real elections worth 
watching are at the municipal level, which 
can be surprisingly good tests of political 
sentiment, such as 2017’s Beirut Madinati 
slate of nonpartisan, technocratic candi-
dates, which nearly beat the establishment 
in the Beirut municipal elections. 

4. Mobility restrictions
This is one prediction we wish would not 
come true for 2018, but is the most likely 
of all. Have you ever applied for an “exit” 
visa? If not, you have yet to experience a 
key limitation faced by millions across the 
Middle East. Israel, for example, controls 
the free movement of 4.8 million Pales-
tinians, including nearly 2 million in the 
Gaza Strip, most of whom may never be 
allowed to leave the 365-square-kilometre 
zone. But Israel is not alone in restricting 
movement: Lebanon is infamous for its 
internal checkpoints, particularly for refu-
gees, and most states in the region impose 
exit visas on citizens and visitors. The 
costs of these restrictions are mounting. In 
2017 in Libya alone, more than 400 bodies 
have been recovered from among those 
trying to reach Europe by sea because they 
had no legal means of migrating. 

5. Entrepreneurship on the rise
It’s been a rough few years for social 
change in the Middle East. Social move-
ments have lost momentum and ex-
haustion is pervasive. For disillusioned 
university graduates who want change, 
entrepreneurship seems like a way to 
make a difference (and a living). With an 
emphasis on disruption, responsiveness 
and novelty, clusters such as the Beirut 
Digital District, Le15 in Tunis, Flat6Labs in 
Cairo and 212 Limited in Istanbul are sup-

porting a flurry of new ventures in tech 
and other sectors. Social entrepreneurship 
is particularly hot, including ventures 
such as marketing traditional crafts to 
urban hipsters (Cairo’s GebRaa), recycling 
waste into hip furniture (Beirut’s 2B De-
sign), or offering traditional agricultural 
products and heirloom seeds together 
with contemporary design (Beit Sahour’s 
El Beir Art and Seeds). Within the bounds 
of profit incentives and government con-
straints, entrepreneurship provides op-
portunities for social engagement while 
ducking some of the political challenges 
facing social change. 

 6. “Ripped from the headlines”
The peak television season in the Middle 
East is Ramadan, when channels run 30-
part series, one episode per evening. (The 
rest of the year is reruns and reality TV, for 
the most part.) Musalsalat (a genre often 
translated as “soap opera,” but which 
includes what westerners might think 
of as prestige drama, as well as comedy-
drama) are the prime players in this race, 
and each channel wants to get the biggest 
stars, the most elaborate premise and the 
most viewers. It’s a safe bet that 2018’s 
crop of musalsalat will focus on political 
relevance and topical drama. Last year’s 
hits included the second round of El 
Gama’a, about the history of the Muslim 

Brotherhood, and Al Haiba, which focused 
on smuggling along the Lebanon-Syria 
border. Next year? Who knows, but it will 
definitely be relevant, and it will keep 
people talking long after Eid. 

7. Indie music goes back to its roots
Everyone knows the shiny spectacle of the 
Middle Eastern culture industry: Film in-
dustries, amusement parks, opera houses, 
stadiums, racetracks for cars and camels 
alike and thousands of other entertain-
ment options have been a focus of state 
and private investment and are a major 
part of the economic and social life of the 
region. But so is a flourishing indie music 
scene, with performers working in genres 
from heavy metal to hip-hop. The trend in 
indie music has traditional musical roots. 
In Beirut, Syrian artist Hello Psychaleppo 
works in the “electro-tarab” genre, mix-
ing traditional Arab instruments with 
pounding club backbeats in the interest of 
inspiring tarab, a climactic feeling of musi-
cal ecstasy. Meanwhile, in Istanbul, BaBa 
ZuLa mixes psychedelia with ancient 
rhythms and instruments to celebrate the 
country’s pre-Islamic, pre-Christian heri-
tage. Can’t get to the club scene to check 
it out live? Try Mideast Tunes, a platform 
featuring dozens of bands in dozens of 
genres from all over the region, to find a 
new favourite.  

In Beirut, Syrian artist Hello Psychaleppo works in the electro-tarab genre, mixing traditional Arab 
instruments with pounding club backbeats.Indie music will remain major part of the economic and 
social life in the Middle East and across the Arab world. 
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8. Hungry and homeless
Across the Middle East, the situation 
is particularly dire for those subject to 
ongoing military repression. In Yemen, 
assaulted by Saudi military equipment 
purchased from the U.S. to the tune of 
$100 billion yearly, 20.7 million people (in-
cluding 11.3 million children) are in need 
of humanitarian assistance and protection. 

A second wave of cholera/acute watery 
diarrhea, with more than 660,000 cases, 
covers the country, killing thousands, 
more than half of whom are children.

Famine, too, has gripped the country, 
and more than 68,500 children have been 
treated for malnutrition. More than three 
million children and pregnant or lactat-
ing women with acute malnutrition risk 
starving to death. In Iraq, 4.2 million are 
internally displaced, about a quarter in 
camps and emergency sites. Will 2018 
bring solace or survival?

In Palestinian territories, Israeli forces 
have demolished hundreds of homes and 
blocked the rebuilding of many previously 
demolished, causing tens of thousands to 
be homeless or displaced; 6,200 Palestin-
ians languish as political prisoners, includ-
ing nearly 300 children. 

Mass killings by Israeli forces have 
been the pattern since September 2000 
— accounting for nine in every 10 people 
killed, and totalling 9,524 Palestinians, 
including 2,167 children — with almost 
random events as triggers. The forecasted 

shift of the United States embassy to Jeru-
salem could be one such trigger in 2018.

9. Trading investment for support
The company’s tag line reads, “By 2018, 
Siemens and Egypt will have advanced 
history.” Replace the company and coun-
try names, and that could be the true for 
most any country across the Middle East. 

Money is flowing. Military exports 
from Canada to Egypt jumped 182,873 per 
cent after the 2013 coup, from less than 
$4,000 to more than $7.2 million (still a 
fraction of total exports, which were last 
reported at $428 million). 

Quebec’s Bombardier just inked a 
$1.1-billion deal to sell jet airliners to 
Egypt; and another $4 billion may be on 
the table for a metro line. Boeing sold $42 
billion in planes to two United Arab Emir-
ates airlines and its defence ministry. 

And, taking it with the grains of salt 
that American journalists have compiled, 
the claim that Saudi Arabia plans to invest 
$110 billion in American arms remains big 
news for the coming year. 

What are the returns on investment? 
Planes, trains and automobiles, and a gold 
star from certain Twitter accounts.

10. Openings for democratic action 
With so much upheaval and so many dis-
placed people, one of the biggest signs of 
hope in the region is that, the more open 
and democratic a country is, the more 

likely it is to be welcoming and hospitable 
to newcomers. Turkey’s fragile but hotly 
contested democracy hosts millions of Syr-
ians and others, who, contrary to common 
practice in most of the world, are given 
near equal status with citizens, with free-
dom of movement and, crucially, freedom 
of employment. Lebanon’s political sys-
tem may fall short of ideal democracy, but 
Lebanese and the more than two million 
Syrian and Palestinian refugees they share 
their country with have access to a vibrant 
civil society. Refugees in Tunisia — which 
had one  million at one point — have ac-
cess to education, health care, language 
training and employment assistance. 
Whenever we see openings for civil soci-
ety action, dialogue and autonomy, we see 
that citizens and refugees are more able to 
survive and work together. We may not be 
able to predict what the progress (or back-
ward movement) for democracy might be 
this year, but we can hope that openness, 
free debate and hospitality will become 
only more common, for both those at 
home and those displaced.

Nadia Abu-Zahra is an associate profes-
sor of international development and 
global studies and a member of the Hu-
man Rights Research and Education Cen-
tre at the University of Ottawa. Emily 
Regan Wills is an assistant professor of 
comparative politics in the University of 
Ottawa’s School of Political Studies.

Money is flowing in the Middle East, with companies such as Quebec's Bombardier scoring a $1.1-billion deal selling C Series jetliners to Egypt. 
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Asia: Economic growth; political flux

By Robert D’A. Henderson

In the fall of 2017, there were two 
events in Asia that will set regional 
patterns into 2018 and beyond. 

First, Chinese President Xi Jinping’s 
secretary-general speech to the 19th 
Chinese Communist Party Congress in 
October contained his declaration that 
he would continue to work toward the 
“Chinese Dream” of becoming a devel-
oped country and that China was ”ready 
to become a leading global power by the 
mid-21st Century.” He further pointed 
out that China will “always be asser-
tive and strong” while safeguarding its 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and core 
interests “because there is no room for 
compromise.”

Second, U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
first trip to Asia in November was a 
marathon tour covering five countries, 
including Japan, South Korea, China, 
Vietnam and the Philippines. He also at-
tended three major regional conferences. 
Throughout the tour, he called for his 
“America First” agenda to define the new 

geopolitical view of Asia from the Trump 
White House. Trump has continued to call 
for bilateral economic agreements from a 
U.S. position of strength rather than mul-
tilateral trading pacts, and for continued 
security alliances only with his Asia allies 
paying more for stationed U.S. military 
forces and increased purchase of U.S. ar-
maments.

1. China: party, economy, environment 
The 19th party congress added “Xi Jinping 
thoughts on socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics for a new era” to the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) constitution. As 
The Economist editorialized, “his ideo-
logical authority is now uncontested. That 
could make governing smoother, but it 
increases the chances of bad policymaking 
and complicates succession.” 

Even so, there is likely to be a continu-
ing anti-corruption campaign to reduce 
ongoing state, party and military corrup-
tion as well as to purge political critics and 
possible future internal opposition to his 
strongman rule. Similarly, People’s Lib-
eration Army (the Chinese armed forces) 

commanders have pledged their loyalty to 
and protection of Xi as the chairman of the 
powerful Central Military Commission. Xi 
has already declared that the restructuring 
and modernization of the army, navy, air 
force and the strategic rocket forces is a 
primary party and government objective. 

Even though its economic growth has 
slowed compared to the previous two de-
cades, China’s economy still needs to pur-
sue technological input while combating 
its heavy pollution problems. The Chinese 
government’s ambitious “Made in China 
2025” plan is intended to achieve global 
domination in cutting-edge technologies 
such as super-computers and artificial 
intelligence within a decade, but this 
well-funded approach to control emerging 
“technologies of tomorrow” has worried 
industrialized countries, including the 
United States and Japan.

At present, China is dependent on 
coal-fired plants for 70 per cent of its 
electricity generation, even as it tries to 
decrease dependence in an effort to curb 
pollution. This conflict will have major 
impacts on its industrial (especially iron G
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President Rodrigo R. Duterte, third from left, shown here with other Asian heads of state on the second day of the ASEAN Summit in Laos in 2016, 
hosted the summit in 2017. U.S. President Donald Trump offered to host talks about tensions in the South China Sea. His offer wasn't accepted.
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and steel) production and manufacturing 
and on employment numbers as steel and 
coal employees are laid off thanks to an 
increasing shift toward renewable energy 
sources. 

2. China and cross-strait relations
In his speech to the 19th CCP congress, 
Xi stated that the CCP had “the resolve, 
confidence and ability to defeat separat-
ist attempts for ‘Taiwan independence’ 
… [CCP] will never allow anyone, any 
organization, or any political party, at any 
time or in any form, to separate any part 
of Chinese territory from China.” He later 
added that the CCP is “ready to share de-
velopment opportunities on the mainland 
with our Taiwan compatriots.”

Then, during Trump’s visit to Beijing, 
Xi stated that Taiwan was the most impor-
tant and sensitive issue in Sino-U.S. rela-
tions. As such, many Taiwanese observers 
have expressed concern that Trump may 
use Taiwan as a “bargaining chip” in an 
overarching Henry Kissinger-inspired 
“grand bargain” to gain Chinese support 
in dealing with the North Korean nuclear-
missile threat. Trump is also seeking to 
gain Chinese agreement on concessions to 
commercially benefit American business 
in China as well as to reduce the U.S. trade 
deficit with China.

Direct cross-strait contact at the min-
isterial level has been cut since President 
Tsai Ing-wen’s DDP government took 
power in May 2016, with China constantly 
attempting to block Taiwan’s participa-
tion in international organizations and 
forums. But recently there was a report 
of cross-strait co-operation on detecting 
earthquakes for mutual benefit.

3. Trump’s Indo-Pacific strategy
Prior to Trump’s two-week tour of Asia, 
H.R. McMaster, his national security ad-
viser, stated that Trump’s trip would focus 
on three regional goals: “First, strengthen-
ing international resolve to denuclearize 
North Korea; second, [promoting] a free 
and open Indo-Pacific region; third, [ad-
vancing] American prosperity through 
fair and reciprocal trade and economic 
practices.” 

This reflected the Trump White House’s 
security and economic concerns in Asia. 
Upending former president Barack 
Obama’s “Pivot to Asia” policy, Trump’s 
“America First” agenda appears to be 
changing the United States’ strategy to 
focus on a broader Indo-Pacific view from 
Obama’s Asia-Pacific one. This change has 
meant reviving the quadrilateral security 
dialogue grouping of Australia, India, Ja-

pan and the United States to more closely 
co-ordinate their security and economic 
planning in the Asian region. Some ob-
servers see it as a regional financial and 
infrastructure counter to China’s One Belt, 
One Road development initiative in Asia. 

4. War on the Korean Peninsula?
Trump, with his unscripted public state-
ments and his Twitter account, and North 
Korean President Kim Jung-un’s public 
insults via the KCNA state media will 

continue a “war of words” into 2018. But 
is there a risk of war breaking out? Trump 
has declared that the U.S. is not at war 
with North Korea, despite the latter ’s 
nuclear weapons and ballistic missile tests. 

It has been suggested that there are 
three possible sparks for a conflict to break 
out between the United States and North 
Korea. First would be a declaration of 
war by North Korea and/or the launch of 

ballistic missiles at American territories, 
forces or allies, or even an artillery attack 
against South Korea. Second is a North 
Korean detonation of a nuclear device into 
the atmosphere or from a missile launch 
into the Western Pacific. But, rather than 
being against international laws of war, 
this would be against international laws 
on the global environment with the re-
sultant radioactive fallout pollution. The 
third possibility is the shooting down of 
a U.S. aircraft in international airspace 
(beyond the 12-nautical-mile territorial 
sea area) as happened in 1969 when North 
Korea shot down an American reconnais-
sance aircraft. There was no American 
counter-strike due to concerns about Chi-
nese and then-Soviet communist reactions.

Despite increasingly harsh political 
and economic sanctions, North Korea 
will continue to stall for time to further 
develop an effective long-range ballistic 
missile capacity and re-entry nuclear 
warheads — basically becoming a nuclear 
weapons state with a nuclear deterrent 
to the perceived threat from the United 
States. The security tensions that North 
Korea is creating will carry long-term con-
sequences for the Asian region into 2018 
and beyond. Its missile and nuclear weap-
ons threat could push South Korea and 
Japan to seek to acquire nuclear weapons 
as national protection against a potential 
attack from the North. But South Korea’s 
new president, Moon Jae-in, has said his 
country would not seek nuclear weapons 
nor would it recognize North Korea as a 
nuclear-weapons state. In February 2018, 
the International Winter Olympics will be 
held in Pyeongchang (South Korea) just 80 
kilometres south of the demilitarized zone 
between North and South Korea. This 
could be an instance for another North 
Korean provocation. 

During Trump’s November visit to 
South Korea, three U.S. Nimitz nuclear 
carrier groups worked with Japanese self-
defence and South Korean naval ships in 
the Sea of Japan — allied preparedness 
exercises that Kim has called American 
preparations for an invasion of the North. 
At the same time, members of the U.S. 
Congress have called for hearings into 
Trump’s mental stability and authority to 
order pre-emptive military action includ-
ing nuclear strikes against North Korea 
under the current War Powers Act. 

5. South China Sea tensions
As Xi stated at the 19th party congress, 
China would “never allow … [others to] 
separate any part of Chinese territory 
from China.” This national policy has been 

China is pursuing technological advances 
and economic liberalization while combating 
pollution and other environmental problems. 
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applied to the islands, reefs and shoals in 
the South China Sea claimed by China. 
Since late 2013, China has pursued exten-
sive land reclamation and military base 
construction on a number of these sea out-
crops. While there are counter claims for 
many of the outcrops, China has been able 
to quiet many regional complaints with 
sizable investment deals and arms sales. 
In addition, ASEAN and China have an-
nounced that talks on completing a code 
of conduct in the South China Sea will 
start in 2018. 

Perhaps not surprising, China has un-
veiled a new dredging ship with enhanced 
capabilities to create further new islands 
in the contested waters. The dredging ship 
has been described as a “magical island-
maker,” suggesting extensive further 
island building in the future — something 
that the Trump White House has opposed 
verbally and with naval “freedom of navi-
gation” sail-bys. China is also constructing 
a series of floating nuclear power reactors 
for deployment near South China Sea is-
lets for electricity generating, desalination 
plants and defence facilities.

At the November ASEAN summit, Xi 
downplayed concerns over China’s mili-
tary buildup on South China Sea outposts 
as well as the prospects of conflict in the 
contested waters. For his part, Trump of-
fered to mediate in the South China Sea 
disputes — perhaps on the model of U.S. 
president Theodore Roosevelt’s mediation 
of the 1905 Russo-Japanese War, resulting 
in the Treaty of Portsmouth. There were 
no reports of regional interest in his me-
diation offer.

6. Japan building anti-missile defences
In his first policy speech since his land-
slide victory in the snap Japanese elec-
tion in October, Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe announced plans to further build up 
the country’s military capabilities and to 
amend its pacifist constitution. He said his 
government would “strengthen Japanese 
defence power, including missile defence 
capabilities, in order to protect the peo-
ple’s lives and peace.” In his parliamen-
tary Diet speech, Abe promised concrete 
action to respond to the “escalating provo-
cations” by North Korea’s nuclear weap-
ons testing and its ballistic missile tests in 
the Northeast Asian region. He pointed 
to North Korea’s sixth nuclear test earlier 
in the year as well as two ballistic missile 
launches that flew over Japan, which he 
had described as “a national crisis.” 

As local tensions have increased along 
the western areas of Honshu and Hok-
kaido islands, the Japanese authorities 

instituted civil alarm exercises for the 
possibility of a missile hit. On the night of 
Nov. 22, reports of a “blue light in the sky” 
(a burning-up meteorite) yielded many lo-
cal calls to an emergency security hotline.

Japan’s military spending has increased 
steadily since Abe took office in 2012. 
During his November state visit to Ja-
pan, Trump urged Abe to buy additional 
American weapons systems, particularly 

anti-ballistic missile defences, as well as to 
shoulder a greater portion of the costs of 
maintaining the U.S. military forces based 
in the country, as part of their defence al-
liance. But this has also led to speculation 
that Trump was pushing for foreign weap-
ons sales to boost American manufactur-
ing jobs and reducing the United States’ 
trade deficit.

Abe’s ruling coalition secured a two-
thirds supermajority in both houses of 
parliament. This victory will make it 
easier for him to achieve approval for 
his defence build-up. He has also said he 
intends to push forward with changes to 
the post-war pacifist constitution, but to 
keep its Article 9 clause, which prevents 
Japan from waging an offensive war. At 
present, Japan cannot launch offensive 
military actions in its own defence. In ad-
dition, parliamentary moves to revise the 
pacifist constitution could trigger hostility 
from China, North Korea and South Korea 
given Japan’s history of military aggres-
sion during the Second World War in the 
Asian region.

7. South Korea: hotlines and defences
South Korean President Moon Jae-in has 
openly stated that he will continue to 
seek direct communications with North 
Korea — with a particular wish to reopen 
the North-South hotline. But he has also 
indicated he would not accept a United 
States-North Korea rapprochement if 
South Korea is excluded or only dictated 
to by Trump. He has accepted — and paid 

for — the deployment of U.S. THAAD 
anti-ballistic missile batteries in response 
to the continuing missile testing by the 
North, and will likely buy additional 
American weapons systems in the future. 
At the same time, the United States and 
South Korea have agreed to lift the war-
head weight restrictions on South Korean 
missiles for defence of the South. 

For his part, Trump has expressed his 
desire to sell more weapons systems for 
South Korea’s self-defence and he’s called 
upon South Korea to pay more for the U.S. 
troops stationed there. He has also pushed 
for a renegotiation of their bilateral free-
trade agreement, which he has declared 
unfavourable to the U.S. 

8. Regional economic integration	
At the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation 
forum meeting in Vietnam in November, 
Trump argued for his “America First” 
policy for “mutually beneficial commerce” 
through bilateral trade agreements while 
condemning multilateral accords in favour 
of what he called “free and fair” trade for 

The security tensions that North Korea is creating will carry long-term consequences for the Asian 
region into 2018 and beyond. 
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the U.S. At the same forum, Xi gave a con-
trasting speech supporting multilateralism 
and called globalization an “irreversible 
historical trend.” He went on to state that 
China would continue to work toward a 
free-trade area in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Since the U.S., China and Japan are the 
three largest economies in the world, 
Trump’s “America First” trade policy is 
likely to significantly shift the economic 
dynamics between the three countries. 
As a first step, Trump will likely push for 
India’s inclusion in APEC.

9. China’s regional economic plans
In January 2017, Xi told the World Eco-
nomic Forum that China should “guide 
economic globalization.” 

Despite Trump’s claims of a success-
ful tour of Asia, many U.S. regional allies 
remain doubtful about the U.S.’s commit-
ment to security and economic relations. 
Faced with an American retreat from 
multilateral economic relations, China 
has begun filling the void with a number 
of regional economic initiatives. Its One 
Belt, One Road Initiative is a development 
strategy to establish commercial connec-
tivity and co-operation between China, 
Eurasia and countries along the Indian 
Ocean — in effect creating an enlarged 
“Silk Road” trading network between 
China and Europe. In addition, China has 
created the Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank (AIIB), a development bank 
for financial lending for infrastructure 
projects in these regions. China is the 
single largest stakeholder with 26 per cent 
of voting rights. Canada joined the AIIB in 
its second call for member investors. Both 
of these economic initiatives will continue 
to advance with regional and country 
projects in 2018.

China is also pursuing the conclu-
sion of a regional free-trade area in Asia 
that does not include the United States. 
It created the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) to link the 
10 ASEAN countries with the six countries 
(China, South Korea, Japan, India, Austra-
lia and New Zealand) that have FTAs with 
ASEAN. Although the RCEP has missed 
two deadlines for the completion of its 
negotiations, Trump’s withdrawal of the 
United States from the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership (TPP) — to which China is not a 
party — has given new impetus to it being 
concluded in 2018. The RCEP and the TPP 
are not mutually exclusive, with many 
countries being involved in both trade 
deals. With the United States withdrawing 
from the TPP, the remaining 11 countries, 
led by Japan, have been negotiating the 

so-called TPP-11 agreement to improve 
market access between member countries 
as well as to follow agreed-to regulatory 
standards. On the sidelines of the ASEAN 
summit in Manila, an agreement was 
reached on the principal clauses, however 
several issues remain before the pact can 
be signed. Canada has pushed for the con-
tinuing inclusion of human, labour and 
intellectual property rights.

After Japan, Canada has the largest 
economy in the TPP-11 grouping. Nota-
bly, the Chinese government is closely 
watching the outcome of the TPP-11 nego-
tiations, perhaps with a view to joining at 
some point. Similarly, a TPP-11 agreement 
is likely to provide Canada and Mexico 
with greater leverage with the United 
States in the Trump-inspired renegotia-
tion of the trilateral North American Free 
Trade Agreement that will be ongoing 
well into mid- or late-2018. 

10. Canada’s future voice in Asia	
While at the ASEAN Summit in Manila, 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau was able to 
secure an invitation from host Philippines 
President Rodrigo Duterte to attend and 
address the East Asian Summit, which 
takes place on the sidelines of the ASEAN 
Summit. The East Asian Summit is a larger 
ASEAN grouping, focused on security 
concerns. It brings together national 
leaders from 18 countries, including the 
United States, China and Russia. 

In his speech, Trudeau declared that 
“Canada is deeply committed to multi-
lateral institutions and fora, and the East 
Asia Summit is an important one in an 
extremely compelling and growing region 
of the world.” Later, he said the East Asia 
Summit “has become the central place 
for discussing Pacific issues.” But it will 

remain to be seen if Canada will receive 
a future invitation to attend the 2018 
summit meeting when it is hosted by 
Singapore — or even to become a forum 
member state. 

In pursuit of his Asia strategy, Trudeau 
visited Beijing in late 2017 to discuss 
launching talks on a free-trade agreement 
between Canada and China. But, accord-
ing to media reports, agreement could 
not be reached on the Canadian insistence 
for labour and and environmental safety 
rights to be included and no date was set 
for the start of talks.

The Trudeau government has been 
making major efforts to raise Canada’s 
international profile and demonstrate 
it can make significant contributions to 
help solve the complicated problems in 
the world today. Many observers have 
suggested that this is part of a wider cam-
paign by his Liberal government within 
the international community to obtain one 
of the 10 non-permanent, two-year seats 
on the United Nations Security Council. 
Elected by UN General Assembly mem-
bers, Canada last held a non-permanent 
Security Council seat in 2000. 

In November, Foreign Minister Chrys-
tia Freeland announced that Canada and 
the U.S. would co-host an international 
conference on North Korea. Intended to 
find a non-military solution to the crisis on 
the Korean Peninsula, the meeting — to 
be attended by an estimated 20 nuclear 
powers and regional countries — is being 
planned for early 2018 in Canada.

Before retiring, Robert D’A. Henderson 
taught international relations at several 
universities. He currently does interna-
tional assessments and international elec-
tions monitoring.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau was invited by Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte, shown here, to 
attend the East Asian Summit in Manila. 
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Canada and the U.S.: Trade tremours

By Melissa Haussman

Looking ahead at what to expect 
from the U.S. and Canada in 2018 
means thinking about the concepts 

of “disconnect” and attempts to make 
connections. For the U.S., a disconnect is 
likely to continue between political insti-
tutions and constituents. That disconnect 
will also continue with Canada bilaterally 
and with many countries — thanks to 
American isolationism — multilaterally. 
Canada will likely offer a counterpoint to 
the disconnect theme through the federal 
government’s attempts to connect the 
political dots domestically, bilaterally and 
multilaterally. 

1. Status quo for U.S. House 
The U.S. House of Representatives will 
stay majority Republican after the Novem-
ber 2018 mid-term elections. The current 
House is made up of 241 Republicans 
and 194 Democrats. It would be a super-
human feat for Democrats to capture 47 
more seats in the mid-terms. Such large-
scale changes in the House membership 

rarely happen, though they’re not unheard 
of. The mid-term 1974 elections after 
Watergate saw the Democrats pick up 49 
seats and, in 1994, the Republicans picked 
up 54 seats. What makes the 1994 results 
relevant and portend difficulty for “flip-
ping” the House to Democratic control in 
2018 is that the Republican success in 1994 
was based on converting 19 “Solid South” 
(read Democratic) seats to their column. 
They have held those seats ever since. 

2. Senate changes coming
Democrats will pick up seats in the Senate. 
In 2018, the Democrats will be defending 
23 Senate seats (plus the two independent 
seats held by Bernie Sanders of Vermont 
and Angus King of Maine, who caucus 
with the Democrats) versus eight for the 
Republicans. Two of the eight seats are 
now “open seat” contests due to retire-
ments by senators Robert Corker of Ten-
nessee and Jeff Flake of Arizona. It is also 
likely that if Roy Moore wins the Alabama 
seat, the Senate will expel him, as it has 
already promised to do. Current Arizona 
House member Kyrsten Sinema is run-

ning for Flake’s seat. Another vulnerable 
Republican is Dean Heller from Nevada, 
so the Democrats could potentially make 
the Senate a 50-50 match after the 2018 
elections.

3. Gerrymandering won’t go away
Gerrymandering has a storied history in 
the U.S., with early contentious examples 
coming from the efforts of constitutional 
founding father Elbridge Gerry to retain 
his position as governor of Massachusetts 
after he was first elected in 1810.  

When former Massachusetts congress-
man and U.S. House speaker Thomas 
“Tip” O’Neill stated that “all politics are 
local,” he was confirming constitutional 
reality. Strangely, in the world of long-
standing democracies, the U.S. gives the 
state legislatures the power to decide the 
“times, places and manner of holding 
elections for (national) senators and repre-
sentatives.”

The unbreakable tie between state- 
and regional-level politicians and their 
national counterparts in Congress is 
furthered by the fact that U.S. House G
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In his ongoing efforts to ”make America great again,” U.S. President Donald Trump will continue to attack particular sections of NAFTA. 
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representation is counted in the electoral 
college formula relating to presidential 
elections. Senate representation is also 
included, but U.S. Senate “districts” are 
simply the states. Since the party system 
is integrated in the U.S. (state parties are 
part of the national party and attend the 
presidential conventions every four years) 
another rigid tie between the politics of 
the local, regional and national is formed. 
Finally, the U.S. House has been fixed at 
435 elected representatives. This makes 
the redistricting process a zero-sum game, 
in which certain regions/states lose House 
members (and thus clout in the electoral 
college) and others gain. All of these fac-
tors combine to institutionalize the hyper-
partisan and local nature of U.S. politics.

The fundamental questions around ger-
rymandering continue to preoccupy state 
and federal court justices and legislators. 
They include the question of “one man 
one vote” (brought to the Supreme Court’s 
attention in the 1946 Colegrove v. Green 
case), based on the issue of whether leg-
islative districts are drawn to be as equal 
in population as possible. In this case, 
the Supreme Court held that questions of 
legislative district size were not open to 
court review, but rather belonged in the 
political branch, the state legislature. A 
progeny of Supreme Court cases, mainly 
from the South, followed in the 1960s to 
show that districts were drawn with the 
specific intent of disenfranchising the 
African-American population. In the 1962 
landmark case, Baker v. Carr, the Supreme 
Court agreed that the Tennessee legisla-
ture’s electoral map was discriminatory, 
violating the 14th Amendment’s promise 
that “no State shall… deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal protec-
tion of the laws.” The current four liberal 
justices on the Supreme Court continue 
to view voting rights in the mode of equal 
protection.

The gerrymandering issue will be of 
political interest and will have staying 
power through the 2022 U.S. elections 
— the first House elections after the next 
redistricting. Unfortunately, questions 
about race-based districts have not gone 
away. They have become more complex, 
given their intertwined nature with parti-
san politics, whereby Democratic-leaning 
districts are often viewed as more minor-
ity-friendly, while suburban and rural 
districts are more often those favouring 
Republicans.  

The case of Whitford v. Gill, in which 
Wisconsin Democrats argue the Repub-
lican legislature has unfairly drawn the 
districts to reward incumbents such as 

U.S. House Speaker Paul Ryan, is cur-
rently before the Supreme Court. Unlike 
the liberal justices, the four conservative 
justices typically deny that the courts 
should be involved in the “politics” of 
redrawing electoral districts.  The swing 
vote, as usual, is that of Anthony Ken-
nedy. He usually views cases through the 
lens of First Amendment protections of 
free speech. Knowing this, the Whitford 
challengers have resurrected an argu-
ment from an earlier case about partisan 
gerrymandering — the 2004 case Vieth v. 
Jubelirer — in which Kennedy supported a 
“limited and precise rationale to correct an 
established violation of the Constitution in 
some redistricting cases.” The Vieth case 
was brought by Pennsylvania Democrats 
against the Republican Party, but the Su-
preme Court did not find that example 
of gerrymandering so “egregious” that it 
needed to tell Pennsylvania to come up 
with a different solution.

Thus, on partisan gerrymandering, 
nobody currently knows what the limits 
are. If challengers in Whitford are success-
ful, they will have to do so by convincing 
Kennedy that the Wisconsin example is 
egregious enough for the Supreme Court 
to rule on it. Since Kennedy does not 
tend to favour equal protection reasoning 
to the same extent as the liberal justices, 
he would have to be persuaded on the 
grounds that Democrats do not have the 
same degree of “free speech” in their 
electoral processes in Wisconsin as Repub-
licans. Lest we think that is a completely 
irrelevant point, we need to remember 
that all cases on campaign finance in the 
U.S. since the 1970s have turned on the 
allowable degree of curtailment of “free 
speech” by limits on spending money. The 
Supreme Court, most recently in Citizens’ 
United (2010), has viewed most limits 
as unconstitutional abridgements of free 
speech.

4.  Where Whitford v. Gill will end up
It is unlikely that Kennedy will be per-
suaded that the Wisconsin scheme is any 
worse at favouring Republicans than 
the Pennsylvania one was. One piece of 
evidence to suggest this is that he was the 
fifth vote (joining the conservative bloc) 
to strike down part of the most compre-
hensive equal protection for minority 
voters, the 1965 Voting Rights Act, in the 
2013 Shelby County v. Holder case reaching 
the Supreme Court from Alabama. The 
act required nine states included in its 
“coverage” formula, which had histori-
cally excessively low minority registration 
rates, to submit any potential changes in 

its voting procedures to the federal gov-
ernment (either the Department of Justice 
or a federal court) before it implemented 
them. The pre-clearance requirement ap-
plied to any such changes, ranging from 
moving a polling place to redrawing elec-
toral districts. The preclearance language 
of Section 4 (b) of the Voting Rights Act 
applied to Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South 
Carolina, Texas, Virginia and municipal 
and county elections in other states, in-
cluding New York. In the Shelby County 
case, the five-member majority agreed 
with the state of Alabama that the state by 
state requirement of pre-clearing all vot-
ing administration changes was too oner-
ous and relied on “outdated data.” Thus, 
given Kennedy’s agreement that equal 
protection in voting rights imposed too 
high a burden on states, it seems unlikely 
that he will favour the Democratic chal-
lenge to the Wisconsin voting laws in the 
Whitford case.

5. No favours for Democrats
In related fashion, the partisan composi-
tion of state legislatures and governor-
ships will not change in enough time 
to make gerrymandering favour the 
Democrats in 2022. Republicans currently 
control both legislatures in 26 states, while 
Democrats control both legislatures in 
six states. Based on the 2016 election, all 
Southern state legislatures are Republi-
can-controlled for the first time in U.S. 
history. Thirty-three governorships are 
held by Republicans, while 16 states have 
Democratic governors. There simply is not 
enough time for Democrats to undo the 
Republican trajectory of decades past to  
change the state legislative (and thus U.S. 
House) map for 2022.

6. Anti-trade rhetoric continues
President Donald Trump will continue his 
anti-free-trade rhetoric with Canada and 
Mexico when it comes to NAFTA and with 
several multilateral players, many of them 
in Asia, on the TPP. Voters in Michigan, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, who 
voted overwhelmingly for Trump in 2016, 
were engaging in an extraordinary denial 
of the facts. As a recent Statistics Canada 
report noted, “if Michigan were a country, 
it would be Canada’s second-largest trad-
ing partner (ahead of China).” Similarly, 
Michigan has been Canada’s top trading 
partner in the U.S. since 1990. 

Illinois is the second-top trading state 
with Canada. While auto trade (based 
on the Auto Pact of 1965) was strong 
pre-NAFTA, the auto industries of the 
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U.S. (including Michigan and Ohio) were 
further integrated with that of Canada 
and Mexico under NAFTA. The Statistics 
Canada report also stated that Canadian 
imports from the U.S. increased 56 per 
cent between 1992 and 1995. 

While candidate Trump talked about 
job losses “under NAFTA,” most informed 
accounts point to the fact that manufactur-
ing in the bulk of OECD countries had 
been surpassed by service sector jobs by 
the 1980s. The OECD data show that more 
than 60 per cent of economic activity is 
accounted for by the service sector in the 
majority of its countries. It has also been 
pointed out that some auto jobs have been 
lost to off-shoring and automation, neither 
of which is related to NAFTA. 

7. NAFTA sections remain under threat
In 2018, Trump will continue his NAFTA-
bashing with respect to particular sections. 
He does not like the NAFTA Chapter 19 
“extraordinary challenges” procedure, 
since, under this framework, decisions in 
softwood lumber cases have come down 
along national lines, with the Canadian 
majority on the committee finding that the 
U.S. Commerce Department had discrimi-
nated against the softwood industry by 
imposing countervailing duties on Cana-
dian softwood lumber imports. 

Similarly, Trump, consistent with prior 
history, has hoped to get Canada to dis-
mantle the supply management system 
of its dairy industry and its high tariffs 
against U.S.-produced milk. However, as 
Scott Gordon notes in a WisCONTEXT 
article, nearly one third of Wisconsin’s 
exports are to Canada, its single-highest 
market abroad. While dairy is a large com-
ponent of Wisconsin’s exports to Canada, 
it is complemented by items such as paper 
products and chemicals, according to Gor-
don. Like other states, the Wisconsin vote 
for Trump seems to have been a counter-
factual exercise.

8. Canada-U.S. trade spats 
In 2018, Canada is likely to win the Bom-
bardier-Boeing dispute at the U.S.-based 
International Trade Commission. Related 
to the Trump administration’s aggressive 
launching of an unprecedented number 
of anti-dumping and countervailing duty 
Commerce Department investigations 
(65 in total between January and Sep-
tember — a 48-per-cent increase) were 
the Commerce Department’s October ac-
tions against Bombardier. These included 
80-per-cent anti-dumping duties and 
220-per-cent countervailing duties. Under 
WTO rules, Boeing has strangely claimed 

“material injury” from the planned sale of 
C Series Bombardier jets to Delta Airlines, 
despite the fact that Boeing has no direct 
competitor to this plane. As Delta stated, 
Boeing stopped making the 717 jet — the 
C Series’ closest competitor — more than 
a decade ago, and “could only offer Delta 

used Embraer jets from Brazil,” according 
to Bloomberg. In the meantime, Brazil has 
filed a WTO claim against Bombardier on 
behalf of Embraer, likely hoping to make 
the Bombardier option more expensive 
than the used Embraer jets, which could 
be sold to Delta Airlines.

9. Canada: A trade leader
The Canadian government will continue 
to exert pressure against bullying trade 
practices by the U.S. Foreign Minister 
Chrystia Freeland and Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau have tied Canada’s potential 
purchase of F-18 fighter jets from Boeing 
to a removal of the high tariffs against 
Bombardier’s C Series sale to Delta. Simi-
larly, since Trump has withdrawn the U.S. 
from TPP negotiations and gave a highly 
selective view of its future participation 
in APEC at the November 2017 summit, 
it seems that Canada is poised to become 
the North American leader in the TPP and 
at APEC. It is also anticipated that the U.S. 
will try to trade dairy concessions for soft-

wood ones with Canada.

10. The great wall of Trump
As with most campaign pledges, current 
and historical realities are more com-
plicated and more wall-building seems 
unlikely in 2018. The truth is the U.S. has 

been beefing up this border wall since 
1994. Early efforts, supported by Bill Clin-
ton and his Republican-dominated Con-
gress, called for increasing border patrol 
units and border fencing. This continued, 
most notably through the 2006 Secure 
Fence Act, passed by a Republican Con-
gress, but supported by several Demo-
cratic senators, including Hillary Clinton 
and Barack Obama. The act directed 
Homeland Security to build two-layered 
fencing along 1,370 kilometres. The 1,125 
fenced kilometres, built before cost-sav-
ings edicts kicked in, mean that one third 
of the border is already fenced. Congress 
authorized no new money in its most 
recent budget and the vast majority of 
Americans, when asked, favour increased 
human border patrols, not walls. 

Melissa Haussman is a professor of po-
litical science at Carleton University. She 
is the author of Reproductive Rights and 
the State (2013) and is co-editor of the  
International Journal of Canadian Studies.

Under NAFTA's Chapter 19 "extraordinary challenges" procedures, decisions on softwood lumber 
cases have favoured Canada, whose legal team argued that the U.S. Commerce Department has 
discriminated against Canada's softwood lumber industry by imposing countervailing duties. 
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Africa: Not much reason for optimism 

Robert I. Rotberg

Terrorism, civi l conf l ict, global 
warming, population growth, ur-
banization, education, economic 

sustainability, managing China, strength-
ening leadership and improving gov-
ernance are Africa’s 10 most pressing 
problems as 2018 unfolds. None of these 
acute challenges is new, but 2018 will see 
each of them become more central to Af-
rica’s ability to improve the standards of 
living and social outcomes of its myriad 
citizens.

1. Terrorism
Gripped tightly by the vise of al-Qaeda 
in the Maghreb (AQIM), Boko Haram, 
al-Shabaab and the Islamic State (ISIS), 
Africa will continue in 2018 to battle 
fundamentalist Muslim insurgencies that 
seem resistant for many reasons to the vig-
orous attempts by local militaries, Ameri-
can, British and French counter-terror 
efforts; and the United Nations’ and the 
African Union’s peacekeeping and peace-
imposing forces, to reduce the territories 

they control and the mayhem they inflict, 
mostly on civilians.

Originally, each of these movements 
of terror may have been inspired ideo-
logically by Salafist and other funda-
mentalist Islamic doctrines and clerics. 
Boko Haram began, for example, as a 
backward-looking opponent of western 
(i.e., modern) education, and as a nihilistic 
critic of virtually all other conventional 
secular practices in the Muslim states of 
northern Nigeria.

Shabaab emerged out of the defeated 
shell of Somalia’s Organisation of Islamic 
Courts (OIC), an umbrella grouping of a 
patchwork of local sharia courts that had 
sprung-up, willy nilly, in the absence of 
any national law-enforcing mechanisms. 
When invading Ethiopian troops de-
stroyed the vigilante troops of the OIC, 
the radicalized militant youth wing of 
the sharia movement (Shabaab means 
“youngsters”) gradually regrouped in 
southern Somalia. It subsequently became 
a formidable and well-armed instrument 
of terror. Some now have links to ISIS.

AQIM grew in the Sahel — the swath 

of very loosely governed savannah at 
the southern edge of the great Sahara 
Desert that extends from Mauritania to 
the Sudan — out of an amalgam of disaf-
fected Algerian, Malian and Nigerian local 
movements that unified under the global-
ist al-Qaeda banner (sometimes allied also 
to ISIS) and turned to al-Qaeda central for 
financial support. Ideological adherence to 
al-Qaeda’s Islamist preachings came later. 

Followers of ISIS also menace sections 
of Libya and Tunisia and attack Egypt in 
the Sinai Peninsula.

Each of these movements morphed 
rapidly from being ideologically driven 
to being primarily motivated by profi-
teering. All turned to kidnapping for 
ransom, smuggling and narcotics traf-
ficking. Whatever real Islamist leanings 
their founders may have had were soon 
overtaken, and consumed, by rather 
straightforward attempts to first control 
the charcoal trade of Somalia to Saudia 
Arabia and then Yemen (al-Shabaab), and 
then to become the foremost transshipper 
of heroin from Afghanistan and India to 
Europe (al-Shabaab). 

Civil war will continue to rage in South Sudan, from which this warrior hails, as well as the Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Libya. South Sudan is only a seven-year-old republic and has been consumed by conflict between its politicians about oil revenues. 
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AQIM first kidnapped and sought ran-
soms, and then exerted control over nar-
cotics trafficking (primarily cocaine) across 
the Sahara, from Timbuktu to Tunis and 
Algiers, and then to Europe. Hence came 
the bitter battles for Timbuktu, Gao and 
Kidal in northern Mali and raids by AQIM 
into Burkina Faso and Niger. Boko Haram 
kidnapped, too, and gained territorial 
control in Nigeria’s Borno State in order 
to extort taxes and foodstuffs in kind and 
now trafficks heroin, cocaine and meth 
northward to AQIM and Europe.

These are mercenary efforts that em-
ploy suicide bombers, trucks filled with 
explosives, attacks on refuge

es and refugee camps and sorties 
against convoys and army patrols to pro-
tect trading monopolies and extend loci 
of power. They intimidate civilians, bribe 
border patrols and officials, purchase 
weapons from international purveyors 
of guns and ammunition (al-Shabaab has 
acquired drones) and manage for the most 
part to thrive despite the anti-insurgency 
efforts of American, British and French 
special forces; the Nigerian army and 
AMISOM (the Kenyan-led African Union 
Mission in Somalia). 

In 2018, al-Shabaab is poised to con-
tinue bombing Mogadishu, Somalia’s 
beleaguered capital; Boko Haram is ca-
pable of resisting Nigerian-Cameroonian-
Chadian military actions; and AQIM 
is able to remain potent despite French 
and American counter-attacks. Each has 
the advantage of guerrilla tactics and, 
hence, the ability to evade direct assaults, 
drone surveillance and the military pen-
etration of their redoubts. Only applying 
a tight tourniquet to their profiteering will 
weaken them; those efforts are unlikely to 
be successful short of the legalization of 
drugs in Europe.

2. Civil wars
Civil wars also strike terror into the hearts 
of civilians, especially in the South Sudan, 
the Central African Republic, the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo and Libya. Those 
seemingly interminable conflicts will 
continue into 2018 despite United Nations 
and African Union attempts to intervene.

In South Sudan, a seven-year-old re-
public that has been consumed for most of 
its young life by a conflict between Presi-
dent Salva Kiir and his sometime vice-
president, Riek Machar, the contest is over 
spoils from the country’s only revenue 
source — oil. Secondarily, it is an ethnic 
battle between the dominant Dinka (Kiir’s 
people) and the next most prominent 
Nuer (Machar’s affiliation). Rape, murder 

and massacre have been the usual weap-
ons of a vicious war (with many aborted 
ceasefires and peace agreements) that the 
UN Mission in South Sudan and African 
Union negotiators have failed over and 
over to contain.

Central Africa’s civil war is between the 
Muslim Séléka, from the nation’s north, 
and the Anti-balaka (i.e. anti-AK-47), a 
Christian/Animist resistance movement 
from the south and centre of the republic. 

After Central Africa’s regular government 
collapsed in 2013, the Séléka took over 
peacefully. But they persecuted Christians, 
who rose up to protect themselves. With 
French military assistance in 2014, the 
Anti-balaka ousted Séléka, but the civil 
war continues despite attempts by the UN 
mission in the Central African Republic to 
reduce hostilities. 

The internal conflicts in the Congo 
are many. In eastern Congo, especially in 
North and South Kivu provinces, several 
local warlord armies battle the national 
army of Congo under the eyes of the UN 
Stabilization Mission to the Congo, a large, 
but so far mostly ineffectual, peacekeep-
ing force. In central Congo, especially in 
the two Kasai provinces, there is another 
internal war between local warlords and 
the central government. Each of these, and 
other minor Congo conflicts, are struggles 
to control the exploitation of such mineral 
resources as gold, diamonds and coltan, a 
metalic compound needed for the manu-
facture of such electronics as cellphones 
and computers.

Libya harbours not one or two, but 
several conflicts between coastal mini-city-
states, some affiliated with ISIS and al-Qa-
eda, some linked to the official (but locally 
disregarded) national government and 

some tied to a warlord with power in the 
eastern region. Ultimately, these civil wars 
are about profits from onshore petroleum 
deposits, but they are interminably about 
imposing local taxes and other kinds of 
extortion.

In all four nations, 2018 will see con-
tinuing conflict, much of it brutal.

3. Global warming
The Arctic and Antarctic ice sheets are 
shrinking, glaciers on Mount Kilimanjaro 
and Mount Kenya in eastern Africa are 
soon to vanish and the monsoons and 
intertropical convergence rains that sup-
plied much of Africa’s rain-fed agriculture 
are either receding or becoming impos-
sibly erratic. South Africa’s Western Cape 
Province is running out of water, with 
rationing imposed. Other parts of the con-
tinent are either impossibly dry (the Sahel 
and the northeast) or impossibly wet.

The consistency on which farming 
smallholders long relied is gone. Else-
where, along the western low-lying coasts, 
rising sea levels are about to inundate 
major cities such as Conakry, Freetown, 
Lagos and Port Harcourt.  All of these cli-
matically induced problems will continue 
inexorably into 2018. Africa will suffer 
the consequences without being able to 
exert any control over the causes of global 
warming. Only changes in China and the 
United States, which will not take place 
in 2018, can slow the rise in methane and 
carbon dioxide-induced temperatures.

4. Population growth
Just as global warming is gradual and in-
exorable in its consequences, so is Africa’s 
dramatic population surge almost too late 
to arrest. By 2050, the continent’s popu-
lation will double to 2 billion and keep 
growing throughout the century to 3.6 bil-
lion. Africa will follow only Asia.

Within that immense growth, Nigeria 
will move from the seventh to the third-
largest nation on Earth (a forecasted 730 
million strong) and Tanzania will become 
the fifth-largest country (after the United 
States’ 420 million). The Democratic Re-
public of Congo will become the seventh 
most populous place after Pakistan and 
Indonesia.

These unprecedented proliferations of 
peoples are based on fertility among the 
poor and least well educated. Poverty al-
leviation (through the provision of jobs) 
and the education of girls could still slow 
these population rises, but probably not 
substantially before the end of the century.

Such swellings of populations  — but 
not in prosperous and better educated 

This UN peacekeeper serves in the Central 
African Republic where efforts to quell civil war 
continue in vain.
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places such as Botswana, Mauritius, and 
South Africa — will have severe con-
sequences in 2018 and beyond: Youth 
bulges, unemployment, crime, pressure 
on social services, potential food shortages 
combined with climate changes, short-
ages of potable water and likely political 
protests.

5. Urbanization
As population totals rise, more and more 
rural Africans will move into already 
congested cities, putting pressure on 
over-taxed municipal water and sewerage 
systems. Lagos and Kinshasa will become 
larger than Cairo.

Urban transport, inadequate in 2018, 
will become even more of a bottleneck to 
development. Safety and security in the 
cities, fragile in 2018, will become more 
and more problematic as median ages of 
approximately 28 will remain for much 
of the century. Furthermore, in 2018, there 
are too few formal sector jobs to absorb 
population rises and the outflow into the 
economy of partially educated or badly 
educated young people. This explains the 
continuing massive migration of desper-
ate people from inner Africa across the Sa-
hara to Libya — which already struggles 
to cope — and Europe. Such problems will 
engulf 2018 and beyond unless Europe 
can somehow stem people smugglers or 
help to create meaningful employment op-
portunities farther south.

6. Education
Given the fact that about half of all Afri-
cans for the next 50 years will be under 
age 34, educating them well is the best 
route to greater economic self-sufficiency 
for all. Educational attainments also ex-
ert the biggest impact on birth numbers.
But, in 2018, most of Africa will still be 
spending less than it might on educating 
its young. There will still be insufficient 
numbers completing secondary school, 
especially girls, and too few available 
post-secondary institutions and places for 
secondary-school graduates. At present, 
only 30 per cent of African girls complete 
secondary school. There are places in uni-
versity on the continent for only six per 
cent of all eligible secondary school gradu-
ates. Africa’s educational crisis, in other 
words, will remain dire throughout 2018 
and well after.

7. Economic development
Since education is one of the key stepping 
stones to improved national economic 
performance, it is no wonder Africa’s 
individual national GDPs will continue 

to grow more slowly than they must if 
they ever intend to match or exceed rates 
of population growth. Economists sug-
gest that economies need to rise by six 
per cent or so annually if they wish to 
reduce unemployment. Instead, they are, 
in most cases, growing at three per cent 
or so per year. South Africa and Egypt 
are barely rising. Ethiopia, Rwanda and 
a few other fortunate polities are reach-
ing seven or more per cent annually. But 
nearly everywhere, nations and citizens 
play permanent catch-up and fall farther 
and farther behind. Breaking out of this 
low-level poverty trap is one of Africa’s 
critical 2018 challenges and will continue 
to be indefinitely.

8. Managing China	
Managing China is one of the keys to 
maintaining and possibly improving Af-
rican GDPs per capita. China’s own eco-
nomic performance is critical to African 
development. Unless China continues to 
purchase African raw materials in abun-
dance, Africa cannot grow. So it is Africa’s 
fate to export petroleum and minerals 
to China. In return, China builds roads, 
railways, pipelines, ports, hospitals, Af-
rican Union and various political party 
headquarters, stadiums, military facilities 
and other important contributions to na-
tional infrastructures. It gives soft loans 
and sometimes forgives big borrowings. 
As long as the Afro-Chinese partnership 
flourishes, Africa can grow. But, a chal-
lenge for 2018 and beyond is how to pre-
pare for the time when China cannot or 
will not continue to purchase African raw 
materials with the same alacrity. World 
commodity prices could fall, too.  Diversi-
fication away from exporting unprocessed 
products and going in the direction of 
partial refining and processing, and some 
greater industrialization, are steps that 
have eluded African politicians.

9. Strengthening leadership
Coping effectively with all of these dif-
ficult challenges will require much more 
responsible political leadership than Afri-
can nations have so far enjoyed. Too many 
heads of state and heads of government 
are transactional rather than transforma-
tional in their approach to governing. 
That is, they think often about how best to 
enrich themselves and their families, and 
how to uplift their own lineages, clans, 
sub-clans and ethnic groups. 

Transformational political leaders are 
visionaries concerned with benefiting all 
citizens, regardless of ethnicity or linguis-
tic affiliation. They are people of integrity, 

genuinely concerned with improving the 
lives of their fellow citizens. Transactional 
leaders mostly care about being re-elected 
and about satisfying the needs of the 
groups to which they are most closely 
affiliated. The war in South Sudan, for 
example, has resulted from impoverished 
leadership. So has the dire situation in the 
Congo and, originally, in such difficult 
spaces as Somalia.

Political leaders who are repressive 
represent a special category of problem, 
both to their citizens and to world order. 
Egypt, Eritrea and Zimbabwe (even af-
ter president Robert Mugabe’s enforced 
resignation) are egregious examples of 
this malaise, with conditions in Angola, 
Burundi, Cameroon, Chad, Equatorial 
Guinea, the Sudan, Togo and Uganda also 
of serious concern.

If the 54 nations of Africa are going to 
begin to surmount their many challenges 
in 2018 and later, consummate broad-
based, Mandela-like political leaders will 
be essential.

10. Improved governance
Only nationally minded political leaders 
of honesty and ability can deliver better 
services to their citizens. Providing such 
results means improved governmental 
performance, or “good governance.” 
Those essential services range from keep-
ing citizens safe and secure to providing 
substantial rules of law; political partici-
pation; platforms for economic sustain-
ability; and such human development 
prerequisites as schools, hospitals, clean 
water, roads and access to broadband and 
mobile telephone networks. Only 10 or so 
African countries are well-governed today. 
The remaining 40-plus need the urgent 
care and attention that only better political 
leadership can provide.

What almost all of Africa requires is 
reductions in corruption — a painful 
problem for nearly all of the continent — 
attention to judicial independence, better 
crime prevention, infrastructural upgrades 
and more macro-economic deregulation. If 
more African countries can make progress 
in 2018, especially in combating corrup-
tion and other problems, Africans will 
benefit and 2018 will be a less painful year 
for the growing continent than is forecast.

Robert I. Rotberg’s most recent book 
is The Corruption Cure: How Leaders and 
Citizens Can Combat Graft (Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 2017). He also edited the 
most recent special issue of the Canadian 
Foreign Policy Journal. It is devoted to  
Canadian corruption.
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By Pablo Heidrich

Latin America will enter 2018 on the 
path to economic recovery from a 
long recession after the end of the 

commodities boom of the early 2000s. The 
region is still smarting under pressures 
brought to bear by U.S. President Donald 
Trump on undocumented migrants and 
especially on Mexico, thanks to his stated 
aim to renegotiate or cancel NAFTA. 

While the regional economic recovery 
will have a more significant impact in 
South America, Trump’s policies will 
negatively influence Central America and 
Mexico most markedly. In the elections 
scheduled for late 2017 — Chile's, which 
concluded after press time, and Colom-
bia's, which take place in May — the pos-
sible election of right-wing governments 
might continue the trend of replacing left-
of-centre ones across the region. However, 
Mexico or Brazil are more likely to buck 
that trend. Possible wins for leftist candi-
dates, such as Andrés Manuel López Ob-
rador in Mexico or, Lula da Silva in Brazil, 
could partially rebalance the politics of the 

region. Venezuela, in its terrifying slide 
towards authoritarianism and economic 
collapse, will probably re-elect Nicolas 
Maduro in fraudulent elections, while 
the Cuban regime will complete its post-
Castro leadership transition without any 
possibility of democratization.

Ongoing regional challenges, such as 
violence related to drug trafficking and ex-
treme income inequality, will remain and 
will tax the possibilities for sustained eco-
nomic and democratic development. Latin 
America’s 650 million inhabitants, a mere 
nine per cent of humanity, accounted for a 
third of all murders, kidnappings and vio-
lent robberies, according to the United Na-
tions Agency for the Study of Violence and 
Public Security in 2016. The most afflicted 
countries, such as Honduras, Venezuela 
and El Salvador, have higher murder 
rates than countries such as Iraq or Af-
ghanistan, which are immersed in massive 
political conflict. Underequipped and 
corrupt police forces and judicial systems 
are part of the problem, as is the produc-
tion and trade of illicit drugs, giving rise 
to well-funded and organized criminal 

gangs. Much of this will continue in 2018. 
Nonetheless, extreme inequality and 

lack of possibilities for decent work and 
social mobility remain the less immedi-
ate, but more powerful, drivers of public 
violence. In that regard, two opposite 
trends will grow in 2018. The first is in-
creasing social protests and marked voting 
preferences for candidates with platforms 
focused on fighting corruption. Politi-
cians promising to clean up corruption 
have done well between 2015 and 2017 
in Argentina and Peru, for example, and 
are likely to do well in Colombia in 2018. 
The other trend is the continued political 
success of leaders promising militarization 
of internal security and an iron hand to 
prosecute violent crime, as demonstrated 
in the current presidential campaigns of 
Chile and Honduras. In both instances, 
more detailed coverage below provides 
further examples.

1. Migration
Latin America currently exports mainly 
natural resources and people. From the 
40 million Latin Americans who have 

Latin America: An economic recovery in sight

Latin America currently exports mainly natural resources and people. Mexicans, such as those pictured here, sent home remittances of $42 billion in 
2016. U.S. President Donald Trump is determined to reduce the number of Mexicans illiegally entering the U.S.
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mainly migrated to the United States and 
Europe in the past few decades, the region 
received $120 billion in 2016 in the form 
of remittances. In Guatemala, El Salvador 
and Honduras, these migrants represent 
a full quarter of their working popula-
tion and perhaps half of high school and 
university graduates. They send in remit-
tances totalling as much as those coun-
tries receive from exports. In Mexico, the 
numbers are lower, but not insignificant 
— consider $42 billion received as remit-
tances in 2016, for example.

 For 2018, Trump’s policies to increase 
apprehension of undocumented migrants 
in the United States will continue, or 
intensify, given the context of mid-term 
elections there. More than 12 million 
undocumented individuals, including 9 
million Mexicans and Central Americans, 
are his ultimate target. If he carries out 
these policies and builds a wall at the U.S. 
border with Mexico, flows will be further 
reduced, gradually closing an essential 
valve to release social pressures caused 
by the implementation of neoliberal 
policies in Mexico and Central America. 
Trump’s anti-immigration drive will 
therefore further destabilize the closed 
oligarchies running governments in Gua-
temala and Honduras, for example, and 
increase the likelihood that a populist 
anti-establishment leader is elected in 
Mexico. 

2. Economy
Apart from exporting people, natural-
resource commodities have constituted 
the lifeline for most Latin American 
economies. The fall in international prices 
between 2013 and 2016 caused a reduc-
tion in exports of up to 50 per cent in most 
South American countries, tilting almost 
all of them into recession and political up-
heaval. Meanwhile, oil-importing nations, 
such as those in Central America and the 
Caribbean, saw a drastic improvement in 
their trade balance and state finances as 
their energy bills fell. As well, 2017 has 
marked the beginning of a new trend, 
with mineral and agricultural prices rising 
again, while oil is doing the same, though 
much more slowly. That will contribute to 
economic growth in South America, nota-
bly for Argentina, Brazil and the Andean 
nations. In relation to that, China will con-
tinue to be a growing trade partner and 
investor for Latin America, while trade 
with, and investments from, the United 
States will suffer, given the fears about 
protectionist policies unleashed by the 
Trump administration on Mexico and the 
rest of Latin America.  

3. Climate change
Latin Americans are, according to global 
opinion polls done by the Pew Research 
Center and Gallup, the most concerned 
about climate change and the most en-
thusiastic supporters of public policies to 
address it. This is not surprising, given the 
extensive damage suffered by the region’s 

farmers and coastal populations thanks to 
recent hurricanes and droughts. Partially 
in response to this, several governments 
have undertaken ambitious programs to 
switch their national energy supply to 
alternative sources. Costa Rica and Chile, 
two of the more developed (and oil-poor) 
countries in the region, have advanced 
the most in the 2010-17 period. However, 
Nicaragua, one of the least developed, has 
also managed to source more than a third 
of its electrical supply from alternative 
sources in 2017. For 2018, Argentina, Bra-
zil and Mexico will start construction of 
global-scale solar and wind plants, using 
funding from China and the World Bank, 
as well as local private investments. 

4. Argentina
Fresh from a victory in the 2017 mid-term 
elections, the right-wing administration 
of Mauricio Macri will persevere in its 
gradual movement to pro-market policies. 
Economic growth will continue, slowly 
undoing the rise in inflation, poverty and 
unemployment created by his initial poli-

cies, beginning in 2015. Argentina will still 
carry heavy fiscal and trade deficits, as 
well as currency overvaluation into 2018. 
Labour laws will be modified to reduce la-
bour costs and taxes on most industries in 
2018, while reforms to pensions and social 
transfers will proceed very slowly, seeking 
to reduce the fiscal deficit without trig-

gering too many social protests. Nonethe-
less, given how socially regressive those 
reforms will be, strikes and labour unrest 
are likely. As the opposition remains 
fractured and more leaders of the former 
administration and labour movement are 
jailed or investigated for past instances of 
corruption, the ongoing struggles might 
give birth to a new generation of political 
and union leaders.  

5. Brazil
The largest economy and country in 
the region begins 2018 with a major 
unknown — namely, what government 
shall be elected at the end of the year. The 
main candidates, so far, are João Doria, 
a neoliberal businessman who is now 
mayor of Sao Paulo city; Jair Bolsonaro, 
a far-right law-and-order candidate from 
Rio de Janeiro; and Lula da Silva, former 
president and candidate for the leftist 
Workers Party, now embattled by corrup-
tion allegations about many of the party’s 
leaders and even himself. While Lula now 
leads in the polls, Doria and Bolsonaro 

Haitians gather at a flooded market after hurricanes ravaged Ouanaminthe in northeast Haiti in 
2017. Climate change is an even more serious concern in Latin America. 
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could still catch up with help from media 
conglomerates and Evangelical churches, 
sworn enemies of the progressive govern-
ment agenda fostered by Lula and his 
designated successor, Dilma Rousseff, in 
the early 21st Century. Furthermore, Lula 
could still be disqualified as a candidate 
by the Supreme Court over his corruption 
charges. Whoever wins will face an impa-
tient public, angered at massive political 
corruption, squeezed by fiscal austerity 
and economic crisis and tired of public in-
security. Thus, a tentative 2018 prediction 
is that Brazil will continue to endure in-
stability if not growing political upheaval, 
which will slow down an already tepid 
economic recovery. 

6. Chile
Chilean election results from late 2017 
(after press time) might give Sebastian 
Piñera, a right-leaning former president, 
another victory. His return, if confirmed in 
the second round, would be a testimony 
to the staying appeal of a corrupt but 
able leader. If the centre-left candidate, 
Alejandro Guillier, unexpectedly wins, the 
reform policies attempted between 2014 
and 2018 under Michelle Bachelet will be 
given a renewed and more radical man-
date. Guillier’s victory could only come 
with the full support of the leftist voters 
of Beatriz Sanchez, a more impatient and 
demanding faction than the traditional 
supporters of previous progressive gov-
ernments. The difficult paradox will reside 
in either a government led by a seasoned 
politician (and billionaire) such as Piñera, 
seeking to turn the clock back on reforms, 
or an inexperienced one such as Guillier 
with a weak coalition of his own, push-
ing them forward. For both, Chile in 2018 
and onwards will thus look even more 
typically Latin American than before, 
with regular mass protests from students, 
indigenous peoples and other disaffected 
groups, while economic power remains in 
the hands of very few families, supported 
by media conglomerates and foreign 
capital. Watch for a growing violent insur-
gency by Mapuche Indigenous Peoples 
in the South, now expanding across the 
border into Argentina.

7. Colombia
After the long tenure of two-time presi-
dent Juan Manuel Santos, this country 
will hold elections in 2018 in which new 
candidates might compete, including 
the former military leader of the FARC, 
a now-pacified guerrilla group. Having 
already signed a peace agreement, Co-
lombia is trying to move ahead on issues 

such as corruption, agrarian reform and 
whether to extend the same conditions 
to another, smaller guerrilla group, the 
ELN. Still, strong opposition to the condi-
tions attached to the internal peace deals 
lingers, and the right-wing, led by former 
president Álvaro Uribe, will attempt to 
gain power, thus pre-empting chances for 
Colombia to move on and underrtake the 
social and economic reforms required for  
lasting peace. 

8. Cuba
President Raul Castro has announced he 
will retire in 2018 and a less gerontocratic 
generation will take over. Miguel Díaz-
Canel, a hardliner with little confidence 
in the pro-market reforms done so far 
and much skepticism about former U.S. 
president Barack Obama’s reopening of 
relations with Cuba, is the likely succes-
sor. The bizarre sonic attacks allegedly 
suffered by American and Canadian 
diplomats in Havana in 2017 have cooled 
relations with the U.S., which will reduce 
tourism and remittances to Cuba in 2018 
and onwards. Given new drastic limits 
on energy as Venezuelan subsidized oil 
is no longer coming in the same amounts, 
decreases in tourism and remittances 
portend a difficult year for regular Cu-
bans. Combined with the transition to 
a younger, but harder-line, generation, 
the new Cuban government will give its 
armed forces further room to involves 
themselves in the parcelling out of the 
economy. It will become the dominant fac-
tor in joint ventures with foreign capital 
in agriculture as much as it has come to 
dominate tourism, medical services and 
energy.   

9. Guatemala
Political instability and popular protests 
that began in 2016 will continue into 
2018, with protesters demanding an end 
to government corruption and the impu-
nity granted to the economic elite. The 
main confrontation is between the United 
Nations-supported CICIG (International 
Commission against Impunity in Guate-
mala) and the government of Guatemala 
because the former has accused the latter’s 
president, Jimmy Morales, of illegally 
funding his political campaign. Congress 
has so far defended him and lowered 
punishments for crimes of corruption, but 
popular protests in 2018 could eventually 
force an end to his impunity and that of 
most parliamentarians as well as the eco-
nomic elites that fund and benefit from 
them. This monumental change of mood 
in a country once tightly controlled by a 
few families of oligarchs might spill over 
to Honduras and El Salvador, two neigh-
bouring countries with similar problems 
of political corruption and impunity. 

10. Mexico
Mexico will start 2018 as the Latin country 
with the most uncertainty, after Brazil. 
That is due, in large part, to its northern 
neighbour, which is bent on reducing its 
number of undocumented immigrants 
and getting more favourable conditions 
in a NAFTA renegotiation. Both will af-
fect Mexicans greatly. Fewer will be able 
to move north to seek work, but it also 
means the growing number of Central 
Americans who go through Mexico en 
route to the U.S. will end up competing 
with locals for unskilled jobs in Mexico. 
NAFTA might not survive, as Trump 
might see more benefit in eschewing the 
agreement in an election year, clearing 
his way to more arbitrary, but spectacular 
trade measures. Domestic Mexican politics 
will culminate in presidential elections, in 
which a series of independent candidates 
and a leftist populist, Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador, will compete for the title. 
As in other parts of Latin America, Mex-
ico’s traditional parties are under great 
pressure to survive, beset by corruption 
investigations and lack of credible policies 
and candidates. It’s likely two of its more 
established parties, one from the right, 
one from the left, will form an electoral 
alliance, chiefly to delay their own demise.

Pablo Heidrich is an assistant professor 
of political economy and international 
development at Carleton University and 
was formerly a senior researcher at The 
North-South Institute in Ottawa. 

Former Brazilian president Lula da Silva now 
leads in the polls, despite corruption allegations. 
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In December 2015, China and South 
Korea established a telephone hotline 
between their national defence min-

istries. Mainland China and South Korea 
share a maritime border in the Yellow Sea 
as well as bordering Air Defence Iden-
tification Zones. While there are some 
maritime and fisheries issues between 
them, the two countries enjoy generally 
peaceful relations. According to the South 
Korean defence ministry, it expects to 
“proactively capitalize on the hotline to 
improve mutual understanding and trust 

and to reinforce high strategic communi-
cations.” 

Yet, in January 2017, when China dis-
patched a training flight of 10 Xian H-6 
strategic bombers that flew through the 
South Korean-designated Air Defence 
Identification Zone (ADIZ), the South 
Korean military reportedly found that the 
bilateral hotline was not initially function-
ing. There was a subsequent response on 
the Chinese end of the hotline more than 
15 minutes later — a long period of flying 
time for a jet bomber formation. 

While no reason for the slow response 
was given by the Chinese side, the inci-
dent points out the limitation of depend-
ing on hotlines for confidence-building. If 
one side does not pick up the confidential 
phone call or answer the secure fax, there 
is unlikely to be inter-state trust. 

More recently, confidential bilateral 
hotline discussions took place over several 
months after Chinese complaints about 
the U.S.-supplied THAAD missile shield 
system being deployed in South Korea in 
the face of further North Korean missile 

Asian nations’ hotlines with China 
By Robert D’A. Henderson 

This South Korean vessel patrols the water outside the country. Threats against South Korea, as well as other countries from North Korea, will remain a 
dominant story in 2018. 
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tests. Chung Eui-yong, the head of the 
National Security Office at South Korea’s 
presidential office and Yang Jiechi, senior 
diplomat and councillor for foreign affairs 
in the State Council in Beijing, reportedly 
narrowed their differences gradually to 
enable the two sides to issue a joint state-
ment of understanding on national sover-
eignty.

North Korea also borders the Yellow 
Sea and regularly disputes the West Sea 
Maritime Boundary between its waters 
and those of South Korea. In fact, there 
have been hostile engagements between 
the North and the South in the area. 
In March 2010, South Korea’s ROKS 
Cheonan corvette was torpedoed under 
disputed circumstances. South Korea 
claimed that it had been sunk by a North 
Korean midget submarine, while the 
North denied the charge. Then, in No-
vember the same year, the North Korean 
People’s Army launched an artillery 
bombardment of the South Korean island 
of Yeonpyeong near the maritime border. 
Currently, even with increased North 

Korean nuclear tests and ballistic missile 
launches, the North-South hotlines on the 
Korean Peninsula are not working, hav-
ing been disconnected by North Korean 
authorities since February 2016. 

Confidence building in East Asia
What are known in the media as “hot-
lines” or communications mechanisms, 
are called Direct Communications Links 
(DCLs) by foreign governments. Usually 
encrypted, these diplomatic or military 
hotlines permit high-level direct com-
munications between different national 
authorities at times of tension or crisis. 
They are supposed to be a confidence-
building measure for tension reduction. 
While states often maintain diplomatic 
presences, the ability to directly address 
national authorities and senior decision-
makers can head off crisis situations. 

In recent years, more hotlines have 
been established in the East Asian region, 
with others under discussion. Currently, 
the administration of U.S. President Don-
ald Trump is reviewing its policy with 

Asia and is moving away from former 
president Barack Obama’s pivot to Asia. 
In this emerging situation, with Trump’s 
unpredictability being a key factor, such 
high-level hotlines may prove essential to 
containing and dampening down rising 
tensions and emerging crises in East Asia.

At the June 2017 Shangri-La Dialogue 
in Singapore, the Asian region’s premier 
security forum, Australian Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull said in his keynote ad-
dress that “we [as neighbouring countries] 
have to take responsibility for our own 
security and prosperity, while recognizing 
we are stronger when sharing the burden 
of collective leadership with trusted part-
ners and friends.” Within this regional 
perspective, more countries, especially 
China, are creating diplomatic and mili-
tary hotlines to encourage trust, and to re-
duce political and security tensions. 

According to a January 2017 white 
paper on China’s policies on Asia-Pacific 
security co-operation, the Beijing govern-
ment is seeking a more expansive security 
role in the region. The paper states that M
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In January 2017, when China dispatched a training flight of 10 strategic bombers that flew through South Korea's Air Defence Identification Zone 
(ADIZ), the hotline wasn’t initially functioning. 
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“China will shoulder greater responsibili-
ties for regional and global security and 
provide more public security services to 
the Asia-Pacific region and the world at 
large.” 

This language is similar to the declared 
role of the United States in supporting re-
gional and international security and sta-
bility — at least until the end of Trump’s 
presidency.

In an August 2017 speech marking 
the 90th anniversary of the founding of 
the People’s Liberation Army, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping issued a tough line on 
national sovereignty. Faced with a number 
of territorial disputes with his country’s 
neighbours — over the East China Sea, the 
South China Sea, the island of Taiwan and 
the borderlines in the Himalayas — he de-
clared China would never permit the loss 
of “any piece” of its land to outsiders and 
added that “no one should expect us to 
swallow the bitter fruit of damage to our 
sovereignty, security and development 
interests.” 

A China-Japan hotline
Mainland China currently has disputed 
claims over a group of small islets — re-
ferred to as the Diaoyutai Islands by China 
and the Senkaku Islands by Japan and 
controlled by Japan — in the East China 
Sea. While the islets are uninhabited, they 
do enable Japan’s access to an exclusive 
economic zone for valuable fisheries and 
potential sub-ocean gas and oil deposits. 

Surprisingly, while China and Japan have 
reached a working accord on the joint 
development of the sub-ocean deposits, 
China antagonizes Japan with continuous 
tension-producing naval operations and 
aerial flights near and over these islets. 

China has regularly dispatched Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army aircraft formations 
to fly through the international air strip 
over the Miyako Strait between the Japa-
nese southwestern islands of Okinawa 
and Miyako to conduct training opera-
tions across the “First Island Chain” de-
fence line of islands in the Western Pacific. 
China has also flown operations around 
the island of Taiwan, though outside its 
ADIZ, and passing through the Bashi 
Channel, which lies between southern 
Taiwan and the Philippines. All of these 
training flights necessitate an aerial inter-
ception response by the Japanese or Tai-
wanese air forces respectively.

Over the past five years, Chinese and 
Japanese officials have held on-again-off-
again consultations on maritime affairs be-
tween their two countries. The main focus 
of these discussions is the implementation 
of a “maritime and aerial communication 
mechanism,” namely a hotline between 
their senior defence officials to prevent 
possible accidental clashes in the East 
China Sea where Chinese forces are testing 
the sovereignty of three small Japanese-
controlled uninhabited islets. Though 
the two countries have yet to agree on 
an operational defence hotline, the Asahi 
Shimbun newspaper reported in early De-
cember that “an agreeement in principle” 
at been reached. 

China-Taiwan hotline unused
In December 2015, China’s government, 
under Xi, and then-Taiwanese president 
Ma Ying-jeou established an operational, 
encrypted telephone hotline between 
the two countries as a tension-reducing 
measure across the Taiwan Strait. This 
direct hotline connected China’s Taiwan 
Affairs Office with Taiwan’s Mainland 
Affairs Council — both state cabinet-level 
ministers — though previously there were 
existing “hotlines” connecting cross-strait 
agencies’ deputy directors and the semi-
official organizations that negotiated 
cross-strait agreements due to the absence 
of formal relations. 

During Ma’s term of office, Taipei and 
Beijing signed 23 agreements to promote 
smoother commercial, civil, criminal and 
transport relations across the strait. But 
cross-strait ties have cooled since Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen took office in May 2016, 
mainly due to her refusal to heed China’s 

demands to accept the “1992 consensus” 
as the sole political foundation for political 
and societal interactions between Taiwan 
and China. The “1992 consensus” refers 
to a tacit understanding reached between 
the mainland Communist government 
and Taiwan, under the then-Kuomintang 
government, that there is only one China 
with both sides free to interpret what that 
means. 

Since Tsai assumed office in May, meet-
ings between mid-level mainland and 
Taiwanese government officials have been 
repeatedly delayed or cancelled — and the 
much-publicized ministerial hotline has 
gone “dead,” with the Chinese Commu-
nist side not answering.

While lower-level commercial, health 
and policing officials still meet to discuss 
priority issues and exchange necessary 
information, high-ranking Taiwanese of-
ficials are restricted by the Chinese gov-
ernment from attending meetings on the 
mainland. There are work-around oppor-
tunities through which discussions could 
be held on the sidelines of international 
gatherings, when Chinese officials have 
permitted such interactions. Nevertheless, 
it is still possible for a senior Taiwanese of-
ficial to pickup the confidential telephone 
or use the secure fax to contact his or 
her counterpart across the Taiwan Strait. 
Where the problem arises is if the counter-
part chooses not to answer the call. 

A China-Philippines hotline
In January 2013, the Philippines began 
formal arbitration proceedings against 
China’s “nine dash” line claim regarding 
the Spratly Islands, also known as the 
Nansha Islands, in the South China Sea. In 
its July 2016 ruling, the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration in The Hague decided that 
China’s “nine dash” line map was not 
historical proof of sovereignty and that 
its claim on South China Sea islands did 
not give China sovereign authority and 
therefore no claim to a 200-nautical-mile 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). But the 
Chinese government has refused to rec-
ognize the tribunal’s authority under the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea or 
its 2016 ruling. 

Nevertheless, since taking office in 
June 2016, current Philippines President 
Rodrigo Duterte has sought to mend rela-
tions with China — as, according to his 
foreign minister Alan Peter Cayetano, “no 
mechanism exists to legally enforce any 
deal” under the tribunal’s judgment. 

The Chinese government, for its part, 
prefers quiet diplomacy — as long as it 
does not lose face in the region — and has 

Cross-strait relations between China and 
Taiwan have been chillier since the election of 
Tsai Ing-wen, pictured above. She refuses to 
acknowledge the "1992 consensus," which 
states that there is only one China and both 
sides are free to interpret what that means.  
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negotiated a number of sizable economic 
investment deals with the Philippines. 

In addition, Filipino fishermen have 
been allowed back onto their traditional 
fishing grounds, where earlier they had 
been harassed by larger Chinese coast 
guard vessels. And, in February 2017, a 
hotline mechanism between the Philip-
pine coast guard and the Chinese coast 
guard was established to provide a direct 
communication link and “point of con-
tact” on enforcement issues and unlawful 
acts at sea. It has greatly assisted “open 
sea” working relations. 

China-ASEAN hotlines
The South China Sea is one of the primary 
international maritime routes as the main 
waterway between the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans. An estimated $5 trillion US in 
trade moves through this waterway each 
year. In addition, the waters are a major 
fishing ground and food source for the 
coastal countries, as well as a prime area 
for drilling for oil and gas reserves.

But the sovereignty over the islands, 
reefs and shoals in the South China Sea 
— particularly the Spratly archipelago 
and the Paracels archipelago — are dis-
puted by China and various Southeast 
Asian nations, including Brunei, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam. 
Notwithstanding the tribunal judgment 
against its ownership of the majority of 
the South China Sea, China has conducted 

expansive land reclamation by dredging 
sand up from the sea bottom onto seven of 
these islands or islets, enlarging their area, 
creating new harbours, installing military 
facilities including airstrips, anti-ship and 
anti-aircraft missile sites and other sup-
port units.

In September 2016, China and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) agreed to establish a hotline 
mechanism to contact the ministries of 
foreign affairs of China and the 10 ASEAN 
countries. It was tested in March of this 
year and it was deemed successfully op-
erational to defuse tensions between these 
countries in the South China Sea. 

And in October 2017, the ASEAN 
countries launched the ASEAN direct 
communications infrastructure — a direct 
hotline between the defence ministers of 
all the ASEAN countries. These top-level 
ministerial hotlines could prove essential 
for security and stability in the region, as 
the Southeast Asian countries appear to be 
moving into a balancing position between 
the orbits of Trump’s United States and 
Xi’s China in 2018.

Hotlines and Asian security into 2018
Over the past few years, the number 
of top-level confidential hotlines has 
increased, with a goal of dealing with 
inter-state issues and defusing possible 
emerging crises in East Asia. And it seems 
likely there will be even greater reliance 

placed upon such communications to 
boost confidence in the Trump era. 

Despite his November state visit to five 
Asian countries, including Japan, South 
Korea, China, Vietnam and the Philip-
pines, Trump’s ongoing “combative rheto-
ric” continues to alarm many American 
allies in the region — and possibly even 
China and North Korea, as well. This wor-
rying view could encourage greater use of 
regional hotlines in the Asian region.

At the same time, it could strengthen 
security interlinks and exercises and trade 
relations with an expansive China. It is 
expected that the Chinese Communist 
government in Beijing will continue to 
project outward sovereignty assertiveness. 
This will be justified as being designed to 
protect against self-declared threats to its 
national “core interests” in the East China 
Sea, the South China Sea as well as in the 
Western Pacific in general and the Indian 
Ocean. 

Nevertheless, China’s inclusion — per-
haps even at the centre of the growing 
regional hotline web — can help ensure 
that regional air and naval security can 
be maintained, and could even prevent 
potential armed confrontations. 

Before retiring, Robert D’A. Henderson 
taught international relations at several 
universities. He currently does interna-
tional assessments and international elec-
tions monitoring.

Since taking office in June 2016, Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte has sought to mend relations with China. He's shown here, at left, with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping. 
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In the summer of 2016, the world 
watched in awe as Britain voted to exit 
the European Union. An isolationist 

fever gripped the European continent, 
throwing it into uncertainty and threaten-
ing the future of the most modern trade 
agreement in the world — the Canada-
EU Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement (CETA).

Today, much of that fever seems to 

have abated. This past September, the 
agreement was provisionally imple-
mented across Europe and already, sev-
eral of the EU’s 28 members have ratified 
CETA locally. However, there is still a 
great deal of work to do before we reach 
a unanimous ”yes” on the agreement’s 
permanent implementation. If we can get 
there, we should expect no shortage of 
benefits from an agreement that is broad 
and ambitious.

Europe is Canada’s second-largest mar-
ket, behind only the U.S. CETA will give 
Canadian businesses access to Europe’s 
massive market of more than 500 million 
people. A 2011 joint study by the Euro-
pean Commission and the government 
of Canada estimated the deal will inject 
more than $12 billion in new revenue into 
the Canadian economy. The study, titled 

Assessing the costs and benefits of a closer 
EU-Canada economic partnership, forecasted 
that CETA will boost bilateral trade by 20 
per cent. 

We aren’t the only country that stands 
to benefit. CETA will provide Europe with 
access to Canada’s services market, al-
low firms to bid for lucrative federal and 
provincial contracts and enable companies 
to purchase cheaper Canadian parts for 
manufacturing their own products.

CETA’s main advantage is the elimina-
tion or reduction of tariffs, but the agree-
ment also addresses a range of other trade 
barriers, such as temporary travel restric-
tions and foreign investor risks. Improved 
regulatory co-operation, freer trade in 
services and new digital trade rules will 
benefit businesses on both sides of the At-
lantic — from the Spanish fruit farmer in 

CETA: Getting to ‘yes’

Perrin  
Beatty

Canada's International Trade Minister François-Philippe Champagne shakes hands with European Union Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmstroem prior 
to a meeting in March 2017 in Ottawa. CETA was provisionally implemented in September 2017, but several European parliaments must still ratify it.
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Cartagena to the app developer in Guelph.
Initially, it may be challenging for some 

companies to realize these rewards. One 
divisive element within CETA is the Inves-
tor State Dispute Settlement (ISDS). When 
travelling to Europe, one often hears a 
concern that this mechanism will open 
governments up to liability and bullying 
from foreign corporations. We should 
remember that Europe and Canada are ad-
vanced democratic societies with shared 
values. As with any contentious issue in 
policy, what reduces fear is time and fa-
miliarity. 

Every trade agreement creates unease 
because it brings change. Governments 
should not pretend there will not be 
challenges for businesses in all of our 
countries. Instead, they should provide 
companies with the services and assis-
tance they need to overcome any tempo-
rary disruptions.

During the initial NAFTA negotiations 
25 years ago, there was significant anxiety 
among many businesses in Canada. One 
of the most discussed of all the sectors was 
the Canadian wine industry. The prevail-
ing wisdom was that the Canadian wine 
market would be wiped out by the deal. 

Instead of writing off the industry, the 
government provided it with a transition 
fund, which was rather modest at the 
time. Through that support and their own 
ingenuity, Canadian vintners relaunched 
themselves, planted better grapes, revo-
lutionized their marketing and ended up 
with a higher value product for a higher 
profit. Trade agreements can accelerate 
economic growth, even if the disruption 
they cause seems frightening at first.

Perhaps the greatest obstacle to the 
ratification of CETA and of other trade 
agreements is the lingering anti-trade 
sentiment in pockets across the globe. In 
a little more than a year, we witnessed the 
dismaying cost of Brexit, the brief rise of 
France’s Front National and the frequent 
protectionist promises of U.S. President 
Donald Trump.

With a provisional agreement now 
in place, the European nations now face 
the process for permanent ratification. 
Canada’s role is not to look on passively, 
but to make an impassioned case for what 
is the most forward-looking trade agree-
ment in the world. No other agreement 
incorporates the future complexities of 
international business, such as digital 
trade and the mobility of skilled profes-
sionals. Canada needs to get our European 
partners to “yes.”

Getting some governments to embrace 
trade with Canada will require effort 

on our part. There is no simple way to 
achieve this goal; our government and 
business leaders will have to make their 
way from legislative assembly to legisla-
tive assembly, outlining the agreement’s 
advantages. 

This is compounded by uncertainty 
about where the agreement goes once 
the Britain leaves. For Canada, the loss of 
Britain from the agreement was a terrible 
disappointment. Some experts had esti-
mated up to 40 per cent of CETA’s benefit 
would come from that country. Is our hard 
work to be done all over again in a new 
Canada-Britain trade agreement? The an-
swer may not be clear yet, but we should 
seek as seamless as possible a treatment of 

the Britain under CETA.
Our relationship with Germany, the 

proverbial locomotive of the EU economy, 
will be of particular importance. Its eco-
nomic strength confers upon it an unof-
ficial status as leader, but like any leader, 
it is questioned and challenged. Will a 
re-elected Chancellor Angela Merkel risk 
upsetting a delicate balance for the sake of 
Canada? Now that she has safely been re-
elected, the likely answer is that she will. 
Meetings between the German chancellor 
and Canada’s prime minister have not 
only been warm, but the two share a com-
mon stance on key issues beyond trade, 
such as NATO and the refugee crisis. This 
year, Chancellor Merkel acknowledged 
there would be benefits in CETA for both 
countries.

The situation seems wholly different 
in Belgium, where the regional govern-
ment of Wallonia has already expressed 
reticence about ratifying the agreement. 
Despite the recent change of that particu-

lar regional government, the risk remains 
that without approval from all regional 
governments of Belgium, the federal gov-
ernment’s hands will be tied. 

Last time this situation arose, it was as 
the European Parliament was preparing to 
ratify CETA and it led to a deadlock. Only 
through then-trade minister Chrystia Free-
land’s impassioned plea and willingness 
to walk away, as well as a last-ditch, Hail-
Mary rewording of some of the clauses, 
were we able to move Wallonia to a neu-
tral position. Will the same kind of play 
work this time around? More important, 
given that the legislative assemblies of 
Latvia, Denmark, Croatia and Spain have 
already ratified the full agreement, is that 
clause-rewriting option still on the table, 
or are we placing the sub-national govern-
ments in a “take-it-or-leave-it” situation?   

Even though our French-speaking 
cousins in Wallonia seem cooler to trade 
with Canada, French President Emmanuel 
Macron’s government is an important 
ally. While the rookie G7 president had to 
promise a full evaluation of CETA during 
his electoral campaign, since his election 
he has been a champion of trade, open 
borders and progressive values. These are 
all reflected in CETA, making it the perfect 
agreement for Macron to get behind for 
the advancement of the French economy. 

We know that the prosperity of coun-
tries depends on trade. As advocates, we 
can make CETA a living rebuttal to these 
anti-trade arguments. There would be 
nothing more influential than to show our 
deal is working, our prosperity is rising 
and our relations are peaceful. The rati-
fication of CETA has the power not only 
to signal a major economic achievement, 
but also to provide a united message to 
the world.

Here in Canada, we will continue to 
do our part, even if we have been under-
standably distracted by the disorder south 
of the border. It’s regrettable that a historic 
trade opportunity such as CETA has not 
been our only priority.

Despite being forced to divide our 
attention, we have two very important 
advantages. The first is the skill of our dip-
lomats. The second is knowing that this 
agreement can be a very powerful spur to 
businesses, employees, economies, com-
munities and the environment on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 

Let’s reap those rewards by securing 
a resounding ”yes” from our European 
partners. 

Perrin Beatty is the president and CEO of 
the Canadian Chamber of Commerce.
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Vietnam ‘snow job,’ Lawrence of Arabia and Pol Pot 

At about the midway point between 
Pearl Harbor and the collapse 
of the Twin Towers, the United 

States was the victim of another giant sur-
prise attack. The pummelling assault on 
Hué, the old imperial capital of Vietnam, 
close to the sea, south of the Demilita-
rized Zone, was the work of communist 
Viet Cong guerrillas and regular North 
Vietnamese troops. 

They struck on the first day of the Tet, 
or lunar New Year, when Vietnamese 
families pray for their dead, appeal to the 
Kitchen God for peace and prosperity and 
perhaps visit the tombs of the Nguyen em-
perors. In previous years, a ceasefire had 
been observed during the holiday season. 
That understanding was broken on Jan. 
31, 1968, when a communist army flooded 
in from the north, joining two regiments 
that had already sneaked into the city and 
dispersed, waiting for a signal to be given. 
Thus began what became known as the 
Tet Offensive, which included attacks on a 
great many other cities and towns. At one 
point, the Viet Cong shot their way into 
the U.S. embassy in Saigon — briefly.

Hué was and is an attractive city on the 
Huong River (“the Perfume River”) and 
it had been built with military matters in 
mind. The majority of the citizens lived in 
the Citadel, the old city that slept behind 
kilometres of high stone walls, protected 
by moats. It was the home of a South Viet-
namese garrison, but also a place that, un-
til this time, had been largely left alone by 
the communists. Aside from some diplo-
mats and the like, the American presence 
was limited to a small group of military 
advisers on the opposite side of the river. 
But once a rocket barrage announced the 
start of the attack, orders were given for 
U.S. soldiers and Marines to pour into 
the scene and lay siege. So began a 28-
day fight that is often called the bloodiest 
battle of the Vietnam War, though there 
are many rivals for that title. Documenta-
ries about the war often show footage of 

American troops huddled behind a wall, 
so badly pinned down that they can’t 
show themselves or look at the enemy, but 
must simply raise their automatic weap-
ons over the top and fire wildly. 

The above is the subject of Hué 1968: 
A Turning Point of the American War in 
Vietnam (Grove Atlantic, US$30). Author 
Mark Bowden is best known for having 
written Black Hawk Down, which Ridley 
Scott made into a film of the same name. 
Bowden uses his familiar technique of tell-
ing the story painstakingly by recreating 

the actions and words of a mixed bag of 
survivors from both sides, following them 
day by day, even minute by minute. The 
book is somewhat like those old black-
and-white Hollywood war movies that 
are sure to feature a young soldier who’s 
shell shocked, another who went to Har-
vard and a third who is nostalgic for his 
home in Brooklyn and pronounces these, 
them and those as dees, dem and doz. Here 
we have, for example, Marine Sgt. Alfredo 
Gonzalez, known as Freddie, who wins 
the Congressional Medal of Honor, and 

George
Fetherling

Black smoke covers areas of Saigon while fire trucks rush to the scene of fires set during attacks by 
the Viet Cong during the Tet holiday period in 1968.
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Big Ernie Cheatham, a former lineman 
with the Baltimore Colts and the Pitts-
burgh Steelers.

A game of winners and losers
The book’s women are vastly more in-
teresting. For instance, Catherine Leroy, 
a French photographer, first followed 
the Americans, but later found the other 
side, known collectively as the National 
Liberation Front, to be better subjects. 
The character in the book who stands out 

most vividly is Che Thi Mung, by trade a 
maker of those conical straw hats called 
non-la. She was one of a group of teenaged 
girls, known as the Huong River Squad, 
who infiltrated the city under the cover of 
youth to reconnoitre. Bowden has chosen 
the right time to write this work as it’s 
the 50th anniversary of these events and 
enough survivors are still alive.

The most important figure in the story 
was likewise one of the most famous 
Americans of his day. Walter Cronkite, the 
anchor of CBS News, hurried off to Viet-
nam to see the retaking of Hué in person, 
and what he reported shook the fillings 
in the U.S.’s teeth. The North Vietnamese 
considered the capture of Hué a victory, 
but were driven out. The Americans, too, 
claimed to be the winner, though they 
were made to look foolish for not having 
known what was going to take place. Such 
situations often happen in wartime. Antie-
tam, one of the key battles of the American 
Civil War, was a draw, though each side 
labelled the other as the loser. 

There had been a similar situation in 
Vietnam only 10 days before the surprise 
attack on Hué, when a spot near the bor-
der with Laos was besieged by the com-

munists. The place was called Khe Sanh, 
where U.S. advisers had been stationed 
since 1962. The Marine outpost there was 
considered especially important because 
it was so close to the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
in neighbouring Laos, the route by which 
the North Vietnamese supplied their 
fighters in the south. At the time, the U.S. 
was considering a full-scale invasion of 
Laos and U.S. president Lyndon Johnson 
demanded that the chiefs of staff promise 
in writing that Khe Sahn would never be 
allowed to fall. It didn’t, but only because 
6,000 Americans and South Vietnamese 
somehow managed to withstand a siege 
until their enemy withdrew in early April. 
The U.S. suffered more than 200 fatalities. 
The overall American commander, Gen. 
William Westmoreland, claimed that the 
North Vietnamese lost 10,000. Or maybe 
20,000. The general was well known for 
his unique military arithmetic.

Again, who won and who lost? Some-
times an event must have seemed point-
less to both sides, but neither would admit 
it. In May 1969, the U.S. made an airborne 
assault on the Laos border, at a spot 
shown on maps as High 937, but actually 
named Apa Bia. There, the North Viet-
namese, well entrenched on the peak, beat 
back four American and South Vietnamese 
battalions for 10 days, only to give up and 
move on. Life magazine outraged half its 
readers by running photographs of each 
individual American killed in the battle. 
Public opinion in the other half of the pop-
ulation had begun to shift when Cronkite, 
returning from Hué, told listeners that the 
Tet Offensive was proof that the tide was 
turning, that Americans were not going to 
win the war.

Certainly the offensive’s consequences 
were real. The events showed that West-
moreland was being “out-generaled” 
(he was replaced). In April, Johnson 
announced that he would not run for a 
second term. U.S. strategy shifted to what 
was called Vietnamization, the policy of 
getting South Vietnamese to do more of 
the fighting. Chaos was everywhere.

The Vietnamese in both camps were the 
direct descendants of Viets who resisted 
their Chinese adversaries for 1,000 years 
— literally, on our calendar from the 8th 
Century to the 18th. In various ways, they 
struggled with the French for almost 100 
years, from the French invasion of 1858 to 
the final French defeat at Diên Biên Phu 
in 1954. 

The North Vietnamese lost about 2,500 
troops, killed in the fighting at Hué and 
massacred or otherwise executed, and at 
least as many civilians. As for the French 

BOOKS|DELIGHTS
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war against the Vietnamese, French presi-
dent Charles de Gaulle summed it up by 
saying “C’était une entreprise sale des deux 
côtés.” (“It was a dirty business on both 
sides.”) Let us leave it at that.

Forgotten tales
Except for giving some material support 
to the government in Saigon, Canada, 
fortunately, stayed out of the Vietnam War. 
That being the case, it is remarkable that 
Professor Robert McGill, of the University 
of Toronto, has been able to write a book 
as long as War Is Here: The Vietnam War and 
Canadian Literature (McGill-Queen’s Uni-

versity Press, $35.95 paperback). True, a 
large number of Canadian poets did write 
anti-war verse during the Vietnam period. 
He mentions many of them, but skips the 
most surprising instance — an anti-war 
screed by, of all people, Raymond Souster, 
who was otherwise a writer of nostalgic 
lyrics and gentle urban fantasies. 

By contrast, hardly any Canadian nov-
elists made hay out of the war directly. So 
McGill must fall back on that period’s in-
tense nationalism and anti-Americanism. 
“Even today,” he writes, “ideas about 
what being Canadian means, or should 
mean, show the Vietnam War’s influence.” 
He does, however, find a number of the 
relatively recent Canadian novels about 
war resisters who came to Canada. 

The newest such book appeared too late 
to be included: The Salvation Army Tales by 
Nancy Naglin (Creative Space Publish-
ing, US$19 paper). After graduating from 
McGill University, Naglin, now a cultural 
journalist in the U.S., went to Vancouver to 

study the American exiles there. That was 
in 1972. She set the finished manuscript 
aside until this past autumn.

War Is Here is most useful in its treat-
ment of political writing. I was surprised, 
however, that the author mentions Charles 
Taylor, the Montreal philosopher, but not 
the Charles Taylor who reported the war 
for the Globe and Mail and then wrote Snow 
Job: Canada, the United States and Vietnam 
(1954 to 1973). When Vietnam was split 
into two countries following Diên Biên 
Phu, Canada became part of the Interna-
tional Control Commission and remained 
neutral, unlike the other members, India 
and Poland, which favoured the North. 
This first commission was supplanted by 
another: the International Commission of 

Control and Supervision, with Indonesia 
taking over from India. In time, it became 
apparent that North Vietnam would not 
abide by the accords on which it had 
signed off. So Canada stepped aside and 
Iran took its place. It’s not a happy story, 
but Taylor’s is one of the keenest works on 
Canadian diplomacy.

The man who invented Lawrence of Arabia
Mitchell Stephens begins his beautifully 
written book, The Voice of America: Lowell 
Thomas and the Invention of 20th-Century 
Journalism (St. Martin’s Press, $37.99) by 
pointing out that hardly anyone these 
days remembers who its subject was. Well, 
that’s easily fixed. Thomas (1892-1981) was 
a newspaper reporter, author, broadcaster, 
movie-maker, traveller extraordinaire, and, 
most important, a showman of sorts. He 
became famous for his stage presentations 
about exotic places. They were lectures il-
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lustrated with still photos, audio and film 
and they drew millions of patrons around 

the globe. He wrote many books, but only 
one is commonly read now: With Lawrence 
in Arabia (1924). Interest in T.E. Lawrence 
has always been high. It’s even more so 
now because the map of the Middle East 
that he helped to draft has been, and is 
still being, redrawn. He was, indeed, a re-

markable person. He was also five feet two 
inches tall and resembled Stan Laurel of 
Laurel and Hardy far more than he did Pe-
ter O’Toole, who portrayed him in David 
Lean’s film, Lawrence of Arabia.

Thomas first glimpsed Lawrence in 

Jerusalem in February 1918 when the First 
World War still had nine months to go. 
The still-obscure British officer had just 
taken part in the battle for Tafila (Jordan) 
and was rallying his ragtag Arab fighters 
for an assault on Deraa (Syria). He was 
almost 30 and was conspicuous only in 
the limited context of the military sidebar 
that was the British campaign against 
the Turks. But Thomas, who was only 
25, gradually realized the potential of 
Lawrence’s tale, however true or untrue 
it might be. As Stephens writes, Thomas 
“recognized that an Englishman [at the 
head of] a group of Arabs on camels in 
successful desert raids against one of Brit-
ain and America’s enemies was news.” A 
year after their first meeting, Thomas had 
created “a show combining narration and 
music with slides and documentary film 
footage.” He considered it “a wholly new 
and spectacular form of entertainment.” 
At one point, he needed more photos of 
himself and Lawrence together. So they 
secretly met in London where Lawrence 
posed in his robe and keffiyeh.

The last, but certainly not the least…
At the latest count, Christopher G. Moore 
of Vancouver and Bangkok had published 
27 crime novels, most of them set in the 
countries of Southeast Asia — cultures he 
knows intimately. But increasingly in re-
cent years, this keen student of George Or-
well’s life and work has turned his hand 
to serious political non-fiction as well, and 
he has endowed an annual international 
prize for the year’s best English-language 
book on human rights or free speech. In 
his latest work, Memory Manifesto: A Walk-
ing Meditation through Cambodia (Heaven 
Lake Press, US$14), he revisits the crimes 
of Pol Pot, who ruled Cambodia from 1963 
to 1997, killing a quarter of the population. 
It is one of those rare books that is best 
reviewed by quotation. “In this book,” 
Moore writes, “I explore questions about 
the forces of memory annihilation. Who 
were (and are) they? How did they gain 
authority? What have their bankrupt ide-
ologies, broken dreams and failed social 
experiments left behind? The meaning 
of absolute power over others is that you 
may use whatever means available to de-
stroy, eradicate and erase […] the whole 
lot of existing memories and replace them 
with your chosen memory content. That 
impulse to power has always represented 
the greatest threat to human freedom and 
liberty.”

George Fetherling’s new novel is The Car-
penter from Montreal.

Mitchell Stephens, author of The Voice of 
America: Lowell Thomas and the Invention of 
20th-Century Journalism
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Understanding the cuisine of Hun-
gary, a landlocked country in cen-
tral Europe, requires a look back 

at its history. Although it’s been the terri-
tory of the Romans, Celts, Vandals, Huns 
and Avars at one time or another over 
the centuries, the first true inhabitants of 
present-day Hungary where the Magyars 
— nomads who presumably originated 
east of the Ural Mountains and, over four 
centuries — gradually moved south and 
west, ultimately arriving in about AD 800 
in what we call Hungary today. 

Food cooked in bogracs, cast-iron caul-
drons hung over an open fire, was an 
important feature of the lifestyle of these 
nomads because the food could be con-
veniently transported in its pot and con-
sumed over several days. Travelling with 
sun-dried cooked meat and a sun-dried 
pasta (of which today’s tarhunya is be-
lieved to be a descendant) as well as 
dried milk, the Magyars boiled water and 
added it to their dried food to make robust 
stews and soups similar to today’s gulyas 
(known in Canada as goulash.) It is widely 
believed that the predominance of meat 
and soup in Hungarian cuisine, as well as 
the continued popularity of bogracs as a 
cooking utensil, date back to Magyar tra-
ditional cooking. 

At the end of the 9th Century, when 
the Magyars finally put down roots in the 
Carpathian Basin, they began raising pigs, 
thus adding pork to their diet. A dramatic 
culinary shift occurred in the 15th Cen-
tury, when King Matthias, through his 
Neopolitan wife, Beatrice, introduced Ital-
ian cuisine, raising Hungarian cooking to 
a fine art. New ingredients and techniques 
included pasta, onions, garlic, mace, nut-
meg and the use of fruits in stuffings or 
cooked with meat — all elements essential 
in present-day Hungarian recipes.

In 1526, the Turks invaded Hungary 
and a mere 15 years later, Hungary was 

divided into three parts. The Turks ruled 
the central area, the Hapsburgs the west 
and Hungarians the south. During their 
150-year occupation and rule, the Turks 
introduced tomatoes, sour cherries, white 
nougat, quince sweets, Turkish delight, 
rice dishes such as pilafs, eggplant used 
in salads, asparagus, stuffed peppers and 
cabbage, phyllo pastry and a sort of stru-
del as well as langos (a type of fried bread). 
However, the greatest gastronomical con-
tribution the Turks made to Hungary has 
to be paprika, considered Hungary’s na-
tional spice. Initially, the upper class grew 
the peppers for their decorative value, 
while peasants used them for cooking; but 
in time, black pepper became very costly, 
which persuaded many to opt for paprika, 
referred to as torok bors, or Turkish pepper. 

Some sources believe that grinding red 
peppers to become what is referred to as 
paprika was a Hungarian invention. As 

well, the Turks astonishingly changed part 
of the local culture by acquainting Hun-
garians with coffee, resulting in more than 
500 coffee houses in Budapest alone by the 
end of the 1800s. Ambassador Bálint Ódor 
confirms, “These proved to be important 
gathering venues for writers, intellectuals 
and the politically astute, which assisted 
in launching the 40-plus years of what the 
Hungarians refer to as their Golden Age.” 

Meanwhile, Austrian and German 
cooking styles began to influence Hun-
garian cuisine when Austria’s Hapsburg 
monarchy secured control of Hungary 
from the 17th to the 20th centuries. Hun-
gary became famous for its cakes and pas-
tries, plus the use of red and white wine 
in meat and fish dishes, which added 
complexity and subtlety to Hungarian 
cooking. Middle-class Hungarians incor-
porated Austrian dishes such as schnitzel, 
sausages and vegetable stews, thickened 

Margaret Dickenson's Sour Cherry Chilled Soup (Meggyleves)

Margaret
Dickenson

Hungary’s richly spiced international cuisine

Photos by Larry Dickenson 
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with flour and lard (one of which is fozelek, 
a traditional favourite dish today), into 
everyday meals. Upper-class Hungar-
ians and Austrian aristocrats embraced 
the French fashion of cooking, probably 
initiating an ongoing love of goose liver 
to this day. 

A melting pot
All told, Hungarian cuisine may be de-
fined as a melting pot of its past with a 
culinary foundation based on its own 
original Magyar cuisine. Hungarians re-
main passionate about soups, stews, meat, 
pastries and paprika — the quintessential 
spice and pepper featured conspicuously 
in the country’s culinary makeup. 

A long-standing culinary tradition 
has been to mix different meats. Pork 
and beef and, at times, mutton are used 
together not only in a Hungarian mixed 
grill (fatanyeros) but also in gulyas, a rich 
spicy soup, and cabbage rolls and stuffed 
peppers. Hungary’s national dish, gulyas 
(translated as “herdsman’s meal”) is pre-
pared with meat, paprika, onions, cubes 
of potato or small bits of dough (csipetke) 
and other vegetables and spices such as 
carrots, parsley root and caraway seeds. 
This dish, developed by local herdsmen, 

originated in the northern part of the 
Great Plain and is said to be best when 
prepared with Hungarian Grey cattle. It 
should be noted that gulyas in Hungary 
is entirely different from what people 
outside the country refer to as gulyas, al-
though paprika stands out as a common 
key ingredient. Among Hungarian gulyas 
dishes is porkolt, which resembles more 
of a stew with extra onions and a thick, 
heavy gravy. It comes in many versions, 
including an elegant fish and white meat 
paprikash featuring sour cream; a more 
complex tokany with meat cut into strips, 
not cubes, plus additions of bacon, sau-
sages or mushroom; and a unique szekely 
gulyas that combines sauerkraut, paprika 
and sour cream. 

Paprika and traditional flavourings
Hungarian food can be spicy due to the 
ubiquitous use of hot paprika; however, 
sweet (mild) paprika is equally popular. 
Actually, two types of peppers are grown 
in Hungary: one variety (green, yellow 
and red in colour) is for eating raw and 
in salads or for use in myriad Hungarian 
dishes; and the other, the spicy variety, is 
allowed to “red-ripen” and is then dried 
and pulverized into paprika. The classifi-

cation and quality of the paprika depends 
on the variety of pepper.

Many recipes also call for fresh green 
peppers and tomatoes. A culinary favou-
rite, lecso, combines three of Hungary’s 
most-used ingredients — green peppers, 
tomatoes and paprika — sautéed and 
served as a main course or as a base for 
other dishes, such as meat stew. When 
fresh green peppers and tomatoes are not 
available, a preserved mixture is on hand. 
A second combination, that of paprika, 
lard and onions, has a strong presence in 
the nation’s cuisine. Here, lard not only 
enhances the fragrance of fried onions, 
but preserves the natural colour of the pa-
prika. Also, goose fat, like lard, continues 
to be an important ingredient in achiev-
ing the extraordinary flavours of many 
soups and meatless dishes, among them 
long-simmered red cabbage and vegetable 
stews. Certainly, the beloved onion alone 
contributes a gamut of flavour options, 
be they raw, sweated, seared, browned or 
caramelized.

Hungarians use sour cream (tejfol) to 
lend richness to dishes such as chicken 
paprikash and to balance flavours, some-
times mixing it half and half with heavy 
cream to produce a more refined flavour 

A stall at the “Great Market Hall” in downtown Budapest, selling the peppers used to make Hungary's world-famous spice, paprika. 
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while still maintaining a piquant dimen-
sion. Herbs and spices such as dill, horse-
radish, bay leaf, marjoram, caraway and 
pepper seeds, in addition to vinegar and 
vanilla, appear repeatedly in Hungarian 
dishes.

The Hungarian pantry
Besides paprika, peppers, tomatoes, on-
ions, sour and heavy cream, other primary 
staples include meat, soups, seasonal veg-
etables and fruits, sausages and cheese.

Hungarians eat a lot of beef, chicken 
and duck. Ambassador Ódor points out 
that “the best pork comes from the prized 
Hungarian breed of domestic pig called 
mangalica, which has a thick woolly coat 
like a sheep.”  

Lamb, mutton, goose and game bring 
appealing variety to Hungary’s culinary 
landscape. In old-style recipes, such as the 
pulkamell, which uses turkey breast, fruit 
such as plums and apricots are cooked 
with meat in spicy sauces or in fillings 
for game, roasts and other cuts. 

Hungarians have a long tradition of 
stuffing cabbage and peppers with ground 
meat, rice and spices (including toltott pa-
prika), burying hard-cooked eggs down 
the middle of meatloaf (stefania szelet) 
to give a decorative effect of white and 
yellow circles once cut and of filling sa-
voury crepes with veal stew and veal pa-
prikash. Many meat and chicken recipes 
call for dipping in breadcrumbs and then 
baking or frying. Hungarians very often  
eat pork that way (Becsi szelet) or they eat 
it cooked with peppers, or as thin pork 
steaks served either with cabbage or on 
a platter of Hungarian mixed grill. Cured 
pork and bacon maintain their omnipres-
ent popularity. As for fish, the Danube and 
Tisza rivers and the largest lake, Balaton, 
provide an abundant supply. With seri-
ous regional rivalry — “particularly be-
tween the cities of Baja and Szeged,” the 
ambassador says — the Hungarian hot 
fish soup known as halaszle, is prepared 
differently on the banks of those two riv-
ers. The Lake Balaton area can lay claim to 
two well-loved specialties — catfish with 
a type of noodle/dumpling referred to as 
galuska and bream (varieties of freshwater 
fish) in cream — while the region around 
Lake Tisza remains particularly renowned 
for its not-for-the-faint-of-heart lamb stew 
from Karcag, where virtually every part of 
the animal, from head to foot, is cooked 
over a large open fire. 

Hungarian cuisine makes use of a wide 
range of cheeses, but most predominately 
turo (a type of quark), cream, sheep and 
several Hungarian cheeses, plus Edam 

and Emmental. As an integral part of their 
cuisine, Hungarians can boast of the many 
different kinds of fabulous sausages — 
from spicy and/or smoked kolbosz to their 
world-famous Hungarian salamis. For 
side dishes, various types of dumplings 
with different fillings, noodles, potatoes 
and rice have always been the most com-
mon. Vegetables primarily consist of root 
varieties, which can be stored through the 
winter.

As a nation intensely devoted to soups, 
any proper Sunday meal must include a 
fine chicken soup. But the types of soups 
extend far beyond chicken. There's also 
the renowned halaszle fish soup — another 
national dish in which the addition of pa-
prika drives quite a punch — and Hunga-
ry’s famous sour-cherry, apricot and peach 
chilled soups. And don't forget the soups 
whose main ingredients include either 
beans, lentils, vegetables with pinched 
dumplings, liver meatballs, potatoes, or 
even wine and caraway.

Throughout the world, Hungary has 
become well known, not only for its gu-
lyas, but also its elegant cakes and pastries 
such as the dobos sponge cake, layered 
with a chocolate buttercream filling and 
crowned with a crust or thin slices of 
shiny hard caramel, and kurtos kalacs, a 
hollow tubular honey cake commonly 
referred to as chimney cake. Phyllo, the 
flaky pastry dough introduced by the 
Turks in the 17th Century, is used to make 
strudel, the best-known Hungarian des-
sert, with apple, cherry or poppyseed fill-
ings. Palacsinta, pancakes or crêpes filled 
with ground walnuts and flambéed in 
dark chocolate sauce, rank as another out-
standing dessert. As a summer treat, Hun-
garians love ice cream, which is known as 
fagylat. In addition to the regular flavours 
of cinnamon, poppyseed and rice, fruit fla-
vours of ice cream coincide with the fruits 
of the season, starting with strawberry 
and cherry in the summer and pear and 
plum as fall approaches.

Please enjoy a little taste of Hungary 
with my tamed-down version of the coun-
try’s famous, and tart, sour-cherry chilled 
soup. Having originated in Hungary, it 
has become a summer delicacy in several 
European cuisines. Traditionally, one 
serves it at dinner as an appetizer, often 
with dollops of sour cream, or as a des-
sert with vanilla ice cream. Bon Appétit! 
Jo Etvagyat!

Sour Cherry Chilled Soup (Meggyleves) 
Makes about 10-12 small servings

1 jar (28 fl oz or 796 mL) sour cherries,  

pitted, in light syrup
2 small cinnamon sticks
1 slice fresh orange (thickness: 1/3 inch or 
0.8 cm) 
5 cloves 
1/4 tsp (1 mL) salt
½ cup (125 mL) sour cream (14 per cent 
fat)
3 tbsp (45 mL) heavy cream (35 per cent 
fat)
1/4 cup (60 mL) maple syrup
½ cup (125 mL) vanilla yogurt (2.9 per 
cent fat)

1. Place cherries with their juice in a 
medium-sized saucepan over medium-
low heat. Add cinnamon sticks, cloves and 
salt; bring to a boil. Immediately reduce 
heat and gently simmer for 5 minutes.
2. Place a large sieve over a medium-sized 
bowl and drain cherries, reserving the 
liquid. Transfer cherries to a dinner plate; 
remove cinnamon sticks, orange slice and 
cloves and discard. Allow to cool.
3. In a medium-sized bowl, whisk together 
sour cream and 1/4 cup (60 mL) of cherry 
liquid. Continue to gradually add the 
remaining cherry liquid, whisking well 
between additions. 
4. Whisk in heavy cream, then maple 
syrup and finally yogurt. Add cherries 
and refrigerate the soup at least overnight 
or for 24 hours to allow flavours to de-
velop and blend. Serve chilled in 1/3 cup 
(80 mL) portions. (Note: this soup freezes 
well.)

Margaret Dickenson is a cookbook author, 
TV host, menu/recipe developer, pro-
tocol, business and etiquette instructor. 
(www.margaretstable.ca) LA
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Many of us share a growing inter-
est in knowing where our food 
comes from and what happens 

to it along the way. Not surprisingly, this 
same curiosity has carried over to wine. 
Recently, natural wines have become less 
the secret buzz of sommeliers, and more 
the new crush of many wine drinkers.

Whether natural or conventional, good 
winemakers are non-interventionist in 
principle. Their intent is to stay out of the 
way of the wine and let it define itself — 
to work with nature, not against it.

However, winemakers make many 
decisions about where and when to step 
in to either protect the wine from develop-

ing faults, or make sure it expresses in a 
certain way. Along the way, much wine 
production can end up being quite ma-
nipulated. It can be useful to consider the 
whole of wine production as a spectrum. 
Wines that are chemically adjusted or 
physically manipulated are on one end, 
and wines resulting from the simplest fer-
mentation of grapes are on the other. The 
more intervention, the more conventional 
the production is. What sees little or no 
intervention is natural wine.

Unlike organic and biodynamic wines, 
which require certification, there is no ac-
creditation for natural wines. Anybody 
can claim to be a producer. That said, most 
natural wines are made in small quantities 
from organically or biodynamically grown 
grapes that are hand-harvested from low-
yielding vineyards. In the winery, vintners 
neither add nor adjust anything: no sug-
ars, foreign yeasts, acidity or enzymes. 
There will be no micro-oxygenation or 
reverse-osmosis. Most natural wines are 
neither filtered nor fined, and many see no 
addition of sulphur. If it is added, it’s only 

in small quantities at the time of bottling.
Wine production is already hard work. 

Natural winemaking is riskier, more 
demanding and the monetary reward is 
typically low. So, why go through it all? 
Natural winemaking provides a stronger, 
purer and more honest expression of a 
vineyard’s and vintage’s potential.

However, some aspects of many low- 
intervention wines (such as cloudiness or 
oxidative notes) are perceived as faults 
by those who usually drink more conven-
tional wines. For fans, though, those same 
characteristics are often seen as qualities 
that are part of the vibrant and compelling 
personality of natural wines. And, besides 
tasting better, proponents also feel that 
natural wine, with its sustainable agricul-
ture and lack of chemical additives, is bet-
ter for the environment and the consumer.

Southbrook Vineyards was Canada’s 
first biodynamic winery and a pioneer 
for sustainable winemaking practices in 
Niagara. Its 2016 skin-fermented Vidal is 
an orange wine that is also natural. Made 
from biodynamically farmed grapes, this 
wine saw 25 days of indigenous yeast 
fermentation of juice, skins and stems. 
There was no filtration or additives of any 
kind. The wine is intensely aromatic, with 
generous expression of flowers, tea and 
citrus. Rich and dry, with tannic structure, 
it is complex and versatile with food. This 
fascinating Vidal is only available directly 
from the winery for $29.75 a bottle.

Pâcina is a small 2,000-case producer 
in Tuscany. Located in Castenuovo Be-
rardenga, it is situated in the Chianti 
region, but in 2009, it removed its wines 
from the appellation, as it didn't like 
the commercial decisions of the Chianti 
Consorzio (consortium). Pâcina’s non-
interventionist methodology means an 
absence of stainless steel in the cellar and 
no modern temperature control. Its 2012 
Pâcina is a beastly, structured and com-
plex Sangiovese-dominant red. It sees six 
weeks of fermentation in glazed concrete 
tanks and 14 months of aging in oak bar-
rels. Only a very small amount of sulphur 
was added during bottling. Dense and 
incredibly savoury, this wine will easily 
provide years of drinking pleasure. It is 
only available only through The Vine con-
signment wine agency for $41.95.

Pieter Van den Weghe is the general 
manager and sommelier at Beckta.

Pieter  
Van den Weghe 

Natural wines: A growing ‘crush’ of many wine lovers



HEADER|DELIGHTS

diplomat and international canada 83

WATCH REPA I RS  •  J EWEL L ERY  REPA I RS
ON S I T E  •  CUSTOM DES IGNS

3007 St. Joseph Blvd.  Orleans, ON   K1E 1E1
613.837.9151      www.taingjeweller.ca



DELIGHTS|HEADER

WINTER 2018  |  JAN-FEB-MAR84

Rockcliffe Park - $25,000 per month Rockcliffe Park - $12,000 per month Rockcliffe Park - $2,185,000

Rothwell Heights - $3,950,000 or $15,000 per month

613 842 5000 • DREAMPROPERTIES.COM • CHRISTIESREALESTATE.COMThe Finest Portfolio of Luxury Homes in Ottawa

2259 SF
Penthouse Glebe - $2,450,000

3789 SF
Penthouse Rivergate - $2,189,000

Rockcliffe Park McKay Lake Views - $2,450,000

Rockcliffe Park - $2,600,000



HEADER|DELIGHTS

diplomat and international canada 85

Rockcliffe Park - $25,000 per month Rockcliffe Park - $12,000 per month Rockcliffe Park - $2,185,000

Rothwell Heights - $3,950,000 or $15,000 per month

613 842 5000 • DREAMPROPERTIES.COM • CHRISTIESREALESTATE.COMThe Finest Portfolio of Luxury Homes in Ottawa

2259 SF
Penthouse Glebe - $2,450,000

3789 SF
Penthouse Rivergate - $2,189,000

Rockcliffe Park McKay Lake Views - $2,450,000

Rockcliffe Park - $2,600,000



WINTER 2018  |  JAN-FEB-MAR86

DELIGHTS|RESIDENCES

When you live in a Rockcliffe 
mansion with multiple receiv-
ing rooms, three guest rooms, 

11 bathrooms, a spacious patio, expansive 

gardens and an address that is known to 
be elite, the best way to make it feel like 
home is to move in with some of your 
favourite art and pieces of memorabilia.

 That’s just what Turkish Ambassador 
Selçuk Ünal and his wife, Lerzan, did 
when they came to Canada three years 
ago with their five-year-old daughter, 
Irmak. Prints, paintings and objets d’arts 
from Turkey and collections from Canada 
make the formal rooms in the residence 
seem more like home for the family.

The centre façade of the fabulous brick 
Georgian Revival house is still much like 

it was when it was built in 1928. It has a 
fine pedigree. It was originally designed 
by well-known Toronto architect Ferdi-
nand Marani for Hugh McBean Hughson, 
son of lumber baron W.C. Hughson on 
luxe Crescent Road, which houses several 
upscale homes and embassies. Previously 
the property of the New Zealand High 
Commission, the house was purchased 
by the Turkish government in 1999 as 
part of a property exchange for the Ca-
nadian chancery in Ankara. Turkey then 
expanded the residence by one third, add-
ing two large wings on either side, with 

An elegant Turkish mansion in Rockcliffe
Photos by Ashley Fraser 

The home of Turkish Ambassador Selçuk Ünal and his wife, Lerzan, is a mansion on a leafy street in Rockcliffe Park. 

Margo 
Roston
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The home features many fireplaces, including this one, which is located in 
one of several sitting areas. 

When they moved to Canada, the couple brought some of their favourite art and memorabilia from home.

The home features an office for work from home, or a place for residence-
based meetings when necessary. 
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These playful elephants, made of silver, were a gift to the Ünal family. 

The north wing of the house boasts a spacious dining room, complete with a podium at the end, for large gatherings.

When they leave Canada, the ambassadorial couple will take a 28-year-old 
Mediterranean-style piano they bought on Kijiji for their daughter.
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reception rooms and an expansive dining 
room, a large commercial kitchen and a 
private suite for the ambassador and his 
family on the second floor. To maintain 
the integrity of the house, the Turkish gov-
ernment worked with local architects and 
the village of Rockcliffe Park. Specially 
designed bricks were used to match the 
original façade.

The first things to notice in the sunny 
front foyer are two bright panels created 
from handmade ceramic tiles, one of 
pomegranates, the other of tulips, both 
recognizable symbols of Turkey. And just 
inside the door is a Nazar, a blue eye, one 
of several in the house, hung there by 
Lerzan. The eye-shaped amulets are good 
luck charms, believed to protect against 
the evil eye.

“This a beautiful house,” says the am-
bassador, who counts stints at the United 
Nations, Qatar, Geneva and Ireland 
among his other postings. The couple en-
tertain in the south wing, a long, window-
lined cream and white reception room, 
covered with a collection of Turkish silk 
and wool rugs. While the furniture cover-
ing is mostly turquoise and cream, Lerzan 
prefers a collection of comfortable red 
velvet and wood furniture from the 1950s 
that she retrieved from the embassy on 
Wurtemburg Street. Several elegant hand-
made pieces of ceramic and glass from a 
well-known Turkish company, Pasabahçe, 
hold places of honour in the room.

“We brought them with us,” Lerzan 
says, “but they will stay here. “ What will 
go home with them will be a charming 

28-year-old Mediterranean-style piano 
they bought on Kijiji for their daughter, 
along with two antique metronomes, one 
that is 100 years old, the other 60.

“I like to collect vintage,” she says, 
showing off her collection of blue Wedg-

wood. Along with their favourite paint-
ings of Istanbul and a moody view of the 
Black Sea coast that are part of the em-
bassy collection, they have added a charm-
ing, more modern piece of their own by 
Turkish painter Yalçın Gökçebağ. Above 

This ceramic work is from a special collection of a famous Turkish company called Pasabahçe. 

Motorized and Manual Blinds • Draperies • Shutters • Upholstery 
Over 54 Years Experience • Locally Made

613.730.9090 • www.elitedraperies.ca
Showroom & Manufacturing Center located at 148 Colonnade Road, Ottawa

Get Gorgeous
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the reception area is the family’s private 
quarters, which includes a bedroom and 
bathroom along with a sitting room. Their 
daughter was young when they arrived in 
Canada, so they turned the neighbouring 
sitting room into her bedroom.

 The north wing of the house boasts a 
spacious dining room with a podium at 
the end for large gatherings. The wing 
includes a full commercial kitchen where 
a Turkish chef produces the country’s 
specialties, always a feature of ambas-
sadorial entertaining. Lunch on a recent 
day included lentil soup, a staple of Turk-
ish menus, a celery dish with olive oil in 
an orange sauce, softened eggplant with 
lamb and a dessert of shredded dough, 
milk and walnuts. The chef also often 
makes baklava, of course.

The house requires at least five staff to 
keep it ship-shape, but for large crowds, 
the diplomatic couple often hires more. 
With a national day at the end of October, 
when it's a bit cold to host a garden event, 
and crowds of close to 700 invited every 
year, the ambassador decided last year 
to move the party to Lansdowne Park’s 
Horticulture Building, where the embassy 
could cater its own food. That said, the 
couple has opened the residence to many 
local charities, including CHEO, Reach 

Canada and the Snowflake Ball. 
Just off the front hall are the couple’s 

favourite rooms, the original library 
and Wedgwood blue and white dining 
room, where they entertain friends and 
groups. Here they have a few more small 
treasures, including memorabilia from 
the Royal Newfoundland Regiment that 
fought at Gallipoli in the First World 
War, exquisite pink and gold embroidery 
from antique Turkish wedding dresses 
and three large poppy paintings by well 
known Turkish painter Hikmet Çetinkaya, 
who often spends his summers in Canada 
and whose work is included in the Cana-
dian War Museum’s collection.    

This past summer, the garden appar-
ently produced a bumper crop of fruit and 
Lerzan planted some magnolias, which 
made her very happy, she says. Although 
this posting is probably nearing its end, 
the couple expect that as a matter of fair-
ness, the next one may well be a hardship 
post.

But that’s not a problem, wherever they 
go. “The people give love to the house and 
that makes the house lovely. That’s what I 
believe,” Lerzan says with a big smile. 

Longtime journalist Margo Roston is  
Diplomat's culture columnist. 

This sunny foyer is at the front of the residence.

Exceptional Service Starts at Universal Appliances.

(613) 521-5002                1915 Bank Street              universalappliances.com

Experience a 
restful sleep



diplomat and international canada 91

Experience a 
restful sleep



WINTER 2018  |  JAN-FEB-MAR92

DIGNITARIES|NEW ARRIVALS

In the Rideau Club’s windowed room overlooking Parlia-
ment Hill, a sold-out crowd of 150, from business people 
and sports fishermen to ambassadors, ate mounds of land-
based farmed smoked salmon, enjoyed fine dining and were 
captivated by the comically effective auctioneering skills of 
Rock Fournier. 

The Atlantic Salmon Federation’s 21st Annual Fall Run 
Dinner and fundraiser on Oct. 11 grossed $63,000 for salmon 
research and conservation to counter the collapse of many 
salmon populations in Canadian and U.S. rivers and oceans. 

Restaurant gift cards, sporting equipment, jewelry, art 
and clothes were on offer at the silent auction. Live auction 
items included fishing trips, scotch-tasting and two home-
game Senators tickets, donated by Ottawa Senators captain 
Erik Karlsson, for the 2017-18 season, along with a locker 
room meet-the-players opportunity.

A dinner for six with Slovakian Ambassador Andrej 
Droba and his wife, Daniela, at their residence drew lively 
bidding. 

Chung-chen Kung, representative of the Republic of 
China (Taiwan), and his wife, Triffie, were gladly taken 
up on their offer for a golf game and dinner for two at The 
Royal Ottawa Golf Club. 

Russian Ambassador Alexander N. Darchiev and Kirill 
Kalinin, the embassy’s press secretary, attended. As Russia 
has Atlantic and Pacific salmon populations, the ambas-
sador humorously referred to his participation as “salmon 
diplomacy.”  

Bill Taylor, president and CEO of the Atlantic Salmon 
Federation, outlined a few scientific and political initiatives 
in a brief keynote address.

“We are working towards a new conservation agree-
ment with Greenland’s commercial salmon fishermen; we 
are working closely with Fisheries and Oceans Canada to 
expand our smolt and adult tracking research to Labrador 
and Greenland. And we’re preparing to go back to court in 
Newfoundland thanks to the Newfoundland and Labrador 
government’s appeal of our legal victory forcing an envi-
ronmental assessment of the largest salmon aquaculture 
proposal in Canadian history,” he said. 

Only a few weeks afterwards, John Volpe, associate 
professor at the University of Victoria’s School of Environ-
mental Studies, described aquaculture’s devastating effects 
on wild salmon in an article in the Victoria Times Colonist. 
“Over the years, public outrages associated with this indus-
try have unfolded like so many layers of a rotten onion: sea 
lice, viruses, organic pollution, 10 times the carcinogens in 
the flesh of farmed salmon versus wild, legal shooting of 
seal and sea lion ‘pests,’ whales entangled in nets and anchor 
lines — and the list goes on. This is all unfolding against a 
backdrop of vehement objections from First Nations.”

Like so many fundraisers — and stay tuned for next 
October’s dinner — people can do a whole lot of good while 
having a whole lot of fun.

Atlantic Salmon Federation

For the love of the salmon
By Donna Jacobs      
Photos Martin Silverstone/Atlantic Salmon Federation

Bill Taylor, president and CEO of the Atlantic Salmon Federation, left, 
shared a chat and a photo with Slovakian Ambassador Andrej Droba and 
his wife, Daniela, before the couple’s Dining with the Ambassador dinner-
for-six at their residence drew animated bidding for the unique experience.

Representative of the Republic of China (Taiwan) Chung-chen Kung and his 
wife, Triffie, will be joined by winning bidders for a golf game and dinner at 
The Royal Ottawa Golf Club.

Kirill Kalinin, press secretary at the Russian embassy, left, with Russian 
Ambassador Alexander N. Darchiev, Pierre Tipple, chairman of the Ottawa 
dinner committee, and his father-in-law, Mark Ellis, both with RBC Wealth 
in Ottawa.
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Anthanase Boudo
Ambassador of Burkina Faso

Ambassador Boudo be-
gan his career as a col-
lections agent for the 
directorate of treasury 
and public finances 
and the directorate of 
co-operation, where he 
worked from 1996 to 

2001. Between 2003 and 2004, he worked 
with the standing secretariat for the Na-
tional Council on Population. The follow-
ing year, he was head of co-ordination, 
monitoring and evaluation programs for 
the same secretariat. 

In May 2010, he became a member of 
the National Assembly and vice-chairman 
of the commission on finances and bud-
gets, after which he joined the division of 
financial programs monitoring within the 
directorate of co-operation. He then joined 
the national department of education and 
literacy before returning to the directorate 
of treasury and public finances.

He has a master’s in economics, with 
specialization in micro-economics, from 
the Université de Ouagadougou. He is a 
Knight of the Order of Burkinabé Merit. 

Tania Molina Avalos
Ambassador of El Salvador 

Ambassador Molina 
Avalos has a bache-
lor’s degree in interna-
tional relations and a 
master ’s in political 
management from the 
Polytechnic University 
of Madrid, Spain. She 

joined the foreign ministry in 2009 and be-
gan her service as chief of cabinet during 
the first tenure of Hugo Martinez. In 2014, 
she became an adviser of the Central 
America Integration System (SICA) for 
three years. She also served as an ambas-
sador at the special mission for Central 
American Integration Affairs at SICA.  
Ambassador Molina Avalos is a member 
of the Central America Leadership Initia-
tive and the Aspen Global Institute. 

She has represented the foreign minis-
try as a member of the board of directors 
of El Salvador’s tourism ministry and of 
the Conference and Convention Center. 
She has two sons.

Dimitrios Azemopoulos
Ambassador of Greece

Ambassador Azemo-
poulos has a master’s 
degree in law from the 
London School of Eco-
nomics and another in 
international and Eu-
ropean studies from 
the University of Ath-

ens. He is a PhD candidate in international 
and European studies. 

He began his diplomatic career in 1992 
as third secretary and was promoted to 
second secretary within the first three 
years. In 1995, he posted to Poland, after 
which he was promoted to first secretary. 
He soon became second and then first 
counsellor and worked for several years at 
the foreign ministry in Athens. 

In 2007, he was sent to Norway with 
concurrent responsibilities in Iceland. Two 
years later, he was named consul general 
in Toronto. He returned to headquarters 
from 2014 to 2016 in the department for 
European countries and later as director 
of studies at the Diplomatic Academy and 
then became head of personnel. Canada is 
his first ambassadorial appointment. 

Pétur Ásgeirsson 
Ambassador of Iceland

Ambassador Ásgeirs-
son studied economics 
at the University of 
Stirling in Scotland af-
ter having studied law 
and philosophy at the 
University of Iceland. 

He began his career 
in 1987 in the monetary policy division of 
the Central Bank of Iceland, after which 
he worked for TOK Computer Services 
and then Apple Iceland as head of the 
educational division. In 1993, he joined the 
ministry of science, education and culture, 
first as a political adviser, then as a spe-
cialist in the finance division and finally 
as head of the division for planning and 
development. 

In 1999, he joined the foreign ministry 
as deputy director of administration. In 
2006, he became the director, and sub-
sequently director-general, for adminis-
tration and consular affairs. In 2013, he 
became consul general in Nuuk, Green-
land. 

The ambassador is married to lawyer 
Jóhanna Gunnarsdóttir and has two sons. 

Kimhiro Ishikane
Ambassador of Japan

Ambassador Ishikane 
has a bachelor’s degree 
in law from Tokyo 
University. After com-
pleting his degree in 
1981, he joined the for-
eign ministry. 

He became first sec-
retary at the embassy in France in 1996 
and was then promoted to counsellor in 
1998. A year later, he returned to head-
quarters as director of the first Africa divi-
sion. In 2001, he became secretary to the 
chief cabinet secretary and in 2003, direc-
tor of the loan aid division.

In 2004, he became counsellor at the 
embassy in the U.S. and was promoted to 
minister one year later. He then returned 
to headquarters until 2012, when he be-
came ambassador to ASEAN. In 2014, he 
became director-general of the interna-
tional co-operation bureau and then the 
Asian and Oceanian affairs bureau. In 
2016, he became deputy vice-minister for 
foreign policy before taking up his new 
posting in Canada. 
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Maurizio Carlo Alberto Gelli 
Ambassador of Nicaragua 

Ambassador  Ge l l i 
comes to diplomacy 
from a varied career 
that spans everything 
from car sales to news-
paper work. 

He began his career 
as a special correspon-

dent for the daily newspaper IL Piave, 
after which, in 1996, he became a client 
services officer at the Credit Bank of Lu-
gano. He also worked in Brazil, in the 
division of agriculture and cattle at the 
ministry of finance. 

Until 2003, he was an official represen-
tative for Daimler Chrysler in the province 
of Arezzo, after which he spent some time 
as a real estate executive. He then became 
the official representative for Mercedes 
Benz and Smart cars, also in Arezzo prov-
ince in 2006. Finally, he served as official 
representative for Honda in the same re-
gion in 2008. 

In 2009, he was sent to Nicaragua’s em-
bassy in Uruguay as minister-counsellor. 
He was soon named ambassador at the 
same posting. 

Adeyinka Olatokunbo Asekun 
High Commissioner for Nigeria

High Commissioner 
Asekun has more than 
30 years of experience 
in marketing and sales. 
Prior to his posting to 
Canada, he served as 
chairman of the board 
of WEMA Bank and 

founder and CEO of Hebron Ltd, a train-
ing and consulting firm. 

He began his career at the multina-
tional SC Johnson & Son (U.S) in 1983. He 
has since worked in managerial positions 
abroad and in Nigeria. He worked at the 
International Merchant Bank and was 
head of retail banking at Oceanic Bank. He 
was head of the national sales force and 
head of retail credit products at United 
Bank of Africa, and acting managing di-
rector of Oceanic Homes. 

Asekun is a graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin, where he obtained a bach-
elor of business administration, majoring 
in marketing. He also has an MBA from 
California State University.

Martin Alberto Vizcarra Cornejo
Ambassador of Peru

Ambassador Vizcarra 
Cornejo comes to the 
world of diplomacy 
from business and pol-
itics. He began his ca-
r e e r  a s  e x e c u t i v e 
director and manager 
of a construction proj-

ect in the Pasto Grande region of Peru 
from 1988 to 1991. 

He then joined CyM Vizcarra SAC, an 
engineering and architectural firm, where 
he worked from 1992 to 2010. 

From 2011 to 2014, he was president of 
the regional government of Moquegua. 
In 2016, he became first vice-president of 
Peru and was minister of transport and 
communications from August 2016 to 
May 2017. 

The ambassador studied civil engineer-
ing at the National University of Engi-
neering between 1979 and 1984. He is a 
promoter of dialogue to help resolve social 
conflicts and wrote a book on the subject 
for the UN Development Program. 

Mohamed Imed Torjemane
Ambassador of Tunisia

After completing a 
bachelor ’s degree in 
translation, Ambassa-
dor Torjemane spent 
the first five years of 
his career, between 
1984 and 1989, work-
ing  as  a  f ree lance 

translator in Paris. In 1989, he began stud-
ies at the diplomatic institute of Tunisia’s 
foreign ministry. 

He joined the information division 
of the foreign ministry in 1991 and was 
named deputy-consul to Hamburg in 
1993. He returned to headquarters in 1998 
as head of the Europe division before be-
ing posted as consul in Naples in 2003. 

In 2008, he returned to headquarters to 
become deputy director of relations with 
the European Union and was then sent 
to Hamburg again, this time as consul, 
between 2010 and 2015. 

From 2016 until his Ottawa posting, 
he worked at headquarters as director of 
bilateral relations with African countries. 

The ambassador is married and a father 
of two children. 

Kelly Craft
Ambassador of the United States

Ambassador Craft is 
an entrepreneur and 
philanthropist. She has 
served on the boards 
of the Kentucky Arts 
Council, the Lexington 
Philharmonic, YMCA 
of Central Kentucky 

and the United Way of The Bluegrass. In 
addition, she has served on the board of 
trustees of the University of Kentucky and 
co-founded the Morehead State University 
Craft Academy for Excellence in Science 
and Mathematics, which nurtures the aca-
demic talents of young Kentuckians.

In the private sector, she founded 
Kelly G. Knight LLC, a marketing and 
business advisory firm that provides 
leadership advice to businesses. In 2007, 
president George W. Bush appointed her 
an alternate delegate to the UN General 
Assembly. 

Craft is a graduate of the University of 
Kentucky and holds an honorary doctor-
ate from Morehead State University. She 
is married to American businessman Joe 
Craft.

Felix Nicholas Mfula
High Commissioner for Zambia

High Commissioner 
Mfula spent much of 
his career — 1975 to 
2007 — working for 
the Bank of Zambia. 
From 1995 to 2002, he 
served as regional di-
rector of the Bank of 

Zambia for four provinces. In 2002, he be-
came deputy governor of the Bank of 
Zambia, a position he held for five years. 

When he left the bank, he became chief 
operating officer and owner of Prifex 
Enterprises Ltd. and Prifex Hotels Ltd., 
a professional cleaning service and land-
scaping company and a 78-room hotel. 

Politically, he has served as the north-
ern province’s chairman for the Patriotic 
Front, Zambia’s ruling party, since 2014. 

He studied economics in Zambia, 
banking in Washington and Zambia and 
“financial engineering” in New York. He 
has a master’s of business administration 
from Delft University in the Netherlands.  
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“WE'RE THE MISSING INGREDIENT" 

"NOUS SOMMES L'INGRÉDIENT QUI MANQUE"

OTTAWA'S PREMIER GOURMET CATERING & BEVERAGE SERVICE COMPANY
PREMIER TRAITEUR DE GOURMET & BREUVAGE À OTTAWA

613 241 3126

CELEBRATING 14 YEARS ! 
CÉLÉBRATION DE 14 ANS !

. c a FOR ALL YOUR CATERING & EVENT NEEDS    CUSTOM MENUS ARE OUR SPECIALTY
OFFERING FULL SERVICES FOR ANY SOCIAL FUNCTION    FROM GOVERNMENT, CORPORATE, 
WEDDINGS, SPECIAL OCCASIONS, PRIVATE PARTIES & MORE !

POUR TOUTES VOS DEMANDES DE TRAITEURS & ÉVÉNEMENTS    MENUS PERSONNALISÉS 
SONT NOTRE SPÉCIALITÉ    NOUS OFFRONS SERVICES COMPLET POUR TOUTES OCCASIONS    
DE GOUVERNMENT, COMMERCE, MARIAGES, OCCASIONS PRIVÉES ET PLUS !

Algeria
Abdenacer Kateb
Counsellor

Benin 
Patricia Akouavi Quenum
Attaché

Brazil
Daniel Santos Nogueira Arneiro
Attaché
 
Fabio Benvenutti Castro
Military attaché

Burkina Faso 
Yacouba Damoue
Counsellor

Marcelline Damoue Zombra
Attaché

Djibouti 
Ismail Mohamed Djama
Counsellor

Ethiopia 
Legesse Geremew Haile
Deputy head of mission

Ghana 
Abubakari Abudu Yidana
Counsellor

Greece 
Sophia Tsamicha 
Minister

Iraq 
Mahdi Abdullah Mahal 
First secretary

Kauther Safaa Ahmed Al-Nadawi
Third secretary

Italy 
Spartaco Caldararo
Counsellor

 
Fabrizio Martinelli
Attaché

Libya 
Tarek M.A. Alnajeh
Counsellor

Fateh .M.A. Benelhaj
Counsellor

Mexico 
Manuel Julio Dominguez Arana 
Counsellor

Morocco 
M Hammed Derouich
Minister

New Zealand
Marta Mager
Counsellor

Nigeria 
Muhammed Ismaila
Counsellor

Romania 
Dumitru-Nicanor Teculescu
Minister

Russia 
Evgeny Khudynin
Third secretary

Alexander Karmanov 
Counsellor

Alexey Kuchuk
Assistant military attaché

Saudi Arabia 
Hassan Abdullah Hassan Al Shahrani
Attaché

Abdulmajeed Mohammed A. Al Humrah
Attaché

Sudan 
Tamim Ali Tamim Fartak
First secretary

United Kingdom 
Andrew Lamb Silander
Second secretary

United States of America 
Leonard Martin Johnston
Assistant attaché

Renee Ann Garcia
Second secretary

Latifa Bousaidi Taylor
Attaché

Non-heads of mission
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1. Borden Ladner Gervais LLP and Chinese Law Firm Panawell hosted a talk on intellectual property protection. 

From left: Paul Fortin, of BLG, and William Yang, partner at Panawell. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 2. A program to 

inaugurate the National Holocaust Monument took place at Library and Archives Canada. From left: Mathieu 

Schuster, political counsellor at the French embassy; Polish Ambassador Andrzej Kurnicki; Mina Cohn, direc-

tor of the centre for Holocaust education and scholarship at Carleton University’s Zelikovitz Centre for Jewish 

Studies; and Urs Obrist, from Swiss embassy. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 3. The Beijing government and the Chinese 

embassy hosted Beijing Week at Lansdowne Park’s Horticulture Building. These dancers performed at the open-

ing ceremony. The event introduced plans for the 2019 Beijing International Horticultural Exposition and 2022 

Beijing Olympic Winter Games. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 4. In celebration of the 68th Anniversary of the founding of 

the People's Republic of China, Ambassador Shaye Lu hosted a reception at the embassy. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 

5. To celebrate Canada's 150th anniversary and in honour of the visit of Barbadian Prime Minister Freundel 

Stuart, High Commissioner Yvonne V. Walkes hosted a reception at Lansdowne Park’s Horticulture Building. 

(Photo: Ülle Baum) 6. Spanish Ambassador Enrique Ruiz Molero and his wife, Leticia Herberg Carrera, hosted a 

national day celebration at Lansdowne Park’s Horticulture Building. (Photo: Ülle Baum)

6.

1. 2.

5.

4.

3.
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1. Finnish Ambassador Vesa Lehtonen and his wife, Pirjetta Manninen, hosted a reception after the Lapland 

Chamber Orchestra performed at the National Arts Centre. From left: Manninen, Lehtonen, Sari Musta-White 

and Senator Vernon White. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 2. Israeli Ambassador Nimrod Barkan greets U.S. Ambassador 

Kelly Craft at his Maccabees to Jubilees event at the Rideau Club. The event celebrated the start of Hanukkah 

as well as the 120th anniversary of the First Zionist Congress, the 100th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, 

the 70th anniversary of UN resolution 181 and the 50th anniversary of the Six-Day War and renunification of 

Jerusalem. (Photo: Howard Sandler) 3. Malu Dreyer, president of Germany's Bundesrat and minister president 

of the state of Rhineland-Palatinate, held a press conference at Impact Hub Ottawa. Shown are Dreyer, left, 

and German Ambassador Sabine Sparwasser. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 4. On the occasion of the 61st anniversary of 

the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, Hungarian Ambassador Bálint Ódor hosted a reception at his Centretown 

residence. From left: MP Harold Albrecht and Ódor. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 5. Indonesian Ambassador Teuku Fai-

zasyah and his wife, Andis Erawan Faizasyah, hosted a reception at the Fairmont Château Laurier in honour of 

Indonesia’s 72 years of independence. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 6. This dancer took part in a cultural performance to 

celebrate Indonesia’s independence day. (Photo: Ülle Baum)

2.

3.

1.

4.

5.

6.
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1. Italian Ambassador Claudio Taffuri hosted a dinner at his home to celebrate the International Week of Ital-

ian Cuisine. From left: Beverley McLachlin, her husband, Frank McArdle, Maria Enrica Francesca Stajano and 

Taffuri. 2. The Fairmont Château Laurier hosted a 20th anniversary Trees of Hope for CHEO event and silent 

auction. From left: Bill Malhotra, CEO of Claridge Homes; Cindy Sezlik, of Royal LePage Realty (Sezlik.com); and 

Wendy Sewell, assistant defence attaché at the embassy of Netherlands. Sezlik’s Christmas tree was deemed 

the most beautifully decorated. 3. Punta Cana and San Miguel de Allende, a colonial-area city in Mexico's 

central highlands, were both promoted at Montreal's international tourism and travel show. These dancers 

from the Ballet Folklorico Xcaret performed. 4. Nepalese Ambassador Kali Prasad Pokhrel and his wife, Ka-

mal, hosted a national day reception at Ottawa City Hall. 5. Chung-chen Kung, head of mission at the Taipei 

Economic and Cultural Office, hosted a reception to mark the 106th National Day of Taiwan at the Fairmont 

Château Laurier. 6. The 32nd European Union Film Festival Opening Gala took place at the National Gallery of 

Canada. From left: Estonian Ambassador Gita Kalmet and Tom McSorley, executive director of the Canadian 

Film Institute. An Estonian action-comedy titled The Dissidents was screened. (All photos by Ülle Baum)

5. 

6.

1. 2.

4.

3.
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1. The Al-Arz Lebanese Art Group, a North American Lebanese dance group, participated at Ottawa Welcomes 

the World festivities during the Lebanese national day reception at Lansdowne Park's Horticulture Building. 

Dancers are shown with Tony Yazbek, founder and leader of the group. 2. Lebanese chargé d’affaires Sami 

Haddad and his wife, Nadia, hosted a national day reception at Lansdowne Park's Horticulture Building. 3. 

Latvian Ambassador Karlis Eihenbaums and his wife, Inara Eihenbauma, hosted a 99th independence day 

reception at Ottawa City Hall. 4. The Senegalese Agency for Tourism Promotion and the embassy of Senegal 

participated at the International Tourism and Travel Show in Montreal. From left: Badiene Arseneault of New 

Brunswick, and Ramatoulaye Ba, partnership co-ordinator for the Senegalese Agency for Tourism Promotion.  

5. To commemorate the 60th Anniversary of Malaysia-Canada relations, Malaysian High Commissioner 

Aminahtun Binti Hj A Karim, and her husband, A.G. Shaharudin, hosted a Taste of Malaysia event at Cadieux 

Auditorium, Global Affairs Canada. Dancer Isfarisha Sakina, of Singapore's Sri Warisan group, performed. (All 

photos by Ülle Baum) 

3.

1.

4.

2.

5.
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Extended Stay Rates Available 

•   Excellent location, steps from great 
shopping, fine dining, entertainment

•   Easy access to embassies, government 
offices and the business district

• Complimentary WiFi throughout hotel 
• Free local calls • Free daily newspaper
• Indoor pool, 24-hr fitness facility

Condominium-sized suites that 
provide you with plenty of room 
to stretch out and relax. Each suite 
includes a fully equipped kitchen, 
ensuite laundry and your choice 
of one or two bedrooms. 

WELCOME TO OTTAWA

FEEL AT 
HOME

130 Besserer Street, Ottawa
1-800-267-1989 • 613-232-2000
www.les-suites.com 

 Spacious suites in 
the heart of Ottawa!
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1. An exhibit of works by artist Mirana Zuger was presented at the embassy of Croatia. From left: Croatian 

Ambassador Marica Matkovic; Zuger; her husband, Alejandro Salgado Cendales; and Sanjeev Sivarulrasa, direc-

tor of the Sivarulrasa Gallery. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 2. House of Commons Speaker Geoff Regan and EU Ambas-

sador Peteris Ustubs hosted an awards ceremony in Parliament in honour of the EU-Canada Young Journalist 

Fellowship. From left: Regan, Ustubs, and Marie-Danielle Smith, one of three winners. (Photo: Ülle Baum)  

3. Hungarian month took place at the National Capital Commission’s International Pavilion. From left: István 

Ijgyártó, minister of state for cultural and science diplomacy in Hungary, Mark Kristmanson, CEO of the NCC, 

and Hungarian Ambassador Bálint Ódor. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 4. To mark Korea’s national and armed forces days, 

Ambassador Shin Maengho and his wife, Lee Dongmin, with Senator Yonah Martin, hosted a reception. From 

left: Michael Wernick, clerk of the Privy Council; Senator Joseph A. Day; Shin and Lee. (Photo: Ülle Baum)
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2.

3.

1.

1. Cameroonian High Commissioner Anu'a Gheyle Solomon Azoh-Mbi and Marilyn Collette, chairwoman of 

the board of Mercy Ships Canada, hosted a reception to celebrate the arrival of the Africa Mercy, the world’s 

largest non-governmental hospital ship, to the port of Douala. From left: Mercy Enow Egbe Epse Azoh Mbi, 

her husband, Anu'a Gheyle Azoh-Mbi, and Collette. 2. Saudi Arabia’s national day took place at Lansdowne 

Park. From left: Ambassador Naif Alsudairy, Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson and Abdulaziz bin Salamah, adviser to 

the Saudi minister of culture and information. 3. A cultural exchange delegation from Xinjiiang, China, held 

a round table at the Courtyard Marriott Hotel. From left: Alimujiang Yasheng, deputy director of the Xinjiang 

Autonomous Region Development and Reform Commission; Zuo Feng, deputy director general of the state 

council information office; and Yang Yundong, counsellor at the Chinese Embassy. 4. To mark Austria’s national 

day, Ambassador Stefan Pehringer and his wife, Debra Jean, hosted a Viennese chamber recital and reception. 

Here, renowned Austrian cellist Friedrich Kleinhapl plays. He was accompanied by Andreas Woyke on piano. 5. 

South African High Commissioner Sibongiseni Dlamini-Mntambo, left, presented a lecture at Carleton Univer-

sity's Norman Paterson School of International Affairs’ Ambassadors Speaker Series. She's shown with André 

Plourde, dean of Carleton’s public affairs faculty. 6.Outgoing Japanese Ambassador Kenjiro Monji and his wife, 

Etsuko, received more than 8,000 guests at a Japanese festival they hosted at Lansdowne Park. (All photos by 

Ülle Baum)

4.

5.

6.
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AFGHANISTAN
Her Ex. Shinkai Karokhail 
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan
240 Argyle Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1B9
TEL 613-563-4223 FAX 613-563-4962
contact@afghanemb-canada.net
www.afghanemb-canada.net 

ALBANIA
His Ex. Ermal Muça
Embassy of the Republic of Albania
130 Albert Street, Suite 302
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 613-236-4114 FAX 613-236-0804
embassy.ottawa@mfa.gov.al 

ALGERIA
His Ex. Hocine Meghar
Embassy of the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Algeria
500 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6N2
TEL 613-789-8505 FAX 613-789-1406
www.embassyalgeria.ca/eng.htm
info@embassyalgeria.ca 

ANGOLA
His Ex. Edgar Gaspar Martins
Embassy of the Republic of Angola
189 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6P1
TEL 234-1152 FAX 234-1179
info@embangola-can.org
www.embangola-can.org 

ARGENTINA
His Ex. Marcelo Gabriel Suárez Salvia
Embassy of the Argentine Republic
81 Metcalfe Street 7th Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6K7
TEL 613-236-2351 FAX 613-235-2659
ecana@mrecic.gov.ar
www.ecana.mrecic.gob.ar

ARMENIA
His Ex. Levon Martirosyan
Embassy of the Republic of Armenia
7 Delaware Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0Z2
TEL 613-234-3710 FAX 613-234-3444
armcanadaembassy@mfa.am
www.armembassycanada.ca 

AUSTRALIA
His Ex. Tony Negus
Australian High Commission
50 O’Connor, Suite 710 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL 613-236-0841 FAX 786-7621
www.canada.embassy.gov.au  

AUSTRIA
His Ex. Stefan Pehringer
Embassy of the Republic of Austria
445 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M7
TEL 613-789-1444 FAX 613-789-3431
ottawa-ob@bmeia.gv.at 

AZERBAIJAN
Mr. Ramil Huseynli
Chargé d’Affaires
Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan
275 Slater Street, Suite 1203
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H9
TEL 613-288-0497 FAX 613-230-8089 
azerbaijan@azembassy.ca
www.azembassy.ca

BAHAMAS
His Ex. Calsey Johnson
Bahamas High Commission
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1313
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 613-232-1724 FAX 613-232-0097
ottawa-mission@bahighco.com
www.bahamas.com

BANGLADESH
His Ex. Mizanur Rahman
High Commission for the People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh
350 Sparks Street, Suite 1100
Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 7S8
TEL 613-236-0138 FAX 613-567-3213
bangla@rogers.com
www.bdhc.org 

BARBADOS
Her Ex. Yvonne V. Walkes 
High Commission for Barbados
55 Metcalfe St., Suite 470
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6L5
TEL 613-236-9517 FAX 613-230-4362
ottawa@foreign.gov.bb 

BELARUS
Embassy of the Republic of Belarus
130 Albert Street, Suite 600
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 613-233-9994 FAX 613-233-8500
canada@mfa.gov.by

BELGIUM
His Ex. Raoul Delcorde
Embassy of Belgium
360 Albert Street, Suite 820
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL 613-236-7267 FAX 613-236-7882
ottawa@diplobel.fed.be
www.diplomatie.be/ottawa  

BENIN
His Ex. Noukpo Clement Kiki
Embassy of the Republic of Benin
58 Glebe Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2C3
TEL 613-233-4429 FAX 613-233-8952
ambaben@benin.ca 

BOLIVIA
His Ex. Pablo Guzmán Laugier 
Embassy of the Republic of Bolivia
130 Albert Street, Suite 416
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 613-236-5730 FAX 613-236-8237
bolivianembassy@bellnet.ca 
www.emboliviacanada.com

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA
Her Ex. Koviljka Špirić
Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina
17 Blackburn Avenue, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1N 8A2
TEL 613-236-0028 FAX 613-236-1139
Email: info@bhembassy.ca
www.ambasadabih.ca 

BRAZIL
His Ex. Denis Fontes De Souza Pinto
Embassy of the Federative Republic 
of Brazil
450 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M8
TEL 613-237-1090 FAX 613-237-6144
mailbox@brasembottawa.org 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
His Ex. Pg Kamal Bashah Pg Ahmad
High Commission for Brunei 
Darussalam
395 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R4
TEL 613-234-5656 FAX 613-234-4397
bhco@bellnet.ca 

BULGARIA
His Ex. Nikolay Milkov
Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria
325 Stewart Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6K5
TEL 613-789-3215 FAX 613-789-3524 
embgottawa@hotmail.com

BURKINA FASO
His Ex. Athanase Boudo
Embassy of Burkina Faso
48 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL 613-238-4796 FAX 613-238-3812
burkina.faso@sympatico.ca
www.ambaburkina-canada.org  

BURUNDI
Mr. Emmanuel Niyonzima
Chargé d'affaires 
350 Albert Street, Suite 410
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 1A4
TEL 613-234-9000 FAX 613-234-4030
ambabottawa@yahoo.ca
www.ambassadeduburundi.ca 

CAMEROON
His Ex. Anu’a-Gheyle Solomon 
Azoh-Mbi
High Commission for the Republic of 
Cameroon
170 Clemow Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2B4
TEL 613-236-1522 FAX 613-236-3885 
cameroon@rogers.com 
www.hc-cameroon-ottawa.org

CHAD
His Ex. Mahamat Ali Adoum
Embassy of the Republic of Chad 
350 Sparks Street, Suite 802
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7S8
TEL. 613-680-3322/ 613-421-1189
FAX 613-695-6622
info@chadembassy.ca
www.chadembassy.ca

CHILE
His Ex. Alejandro Marisio Cugat
Embassy of the Republic of Chile
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1413
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL 613-235-9940 FAX 613-235-1176
www.chile.ca 

CHINA
His Ex. Lu Shaye
Embassy of the People’s Republic 
of China
515 St. Patrick Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 5H3
TEL 613-789-3434 FAX 613-789-1911
chinaemb_ca@mfa.gov.cn
http://ca.china-embassy.org 

COLOMBIA
His Ex. Nicolas Lloreda-Ricaurte
Embassy of the Republic of Colombia
360 Albert Street, Suite 1002
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL 613-230-3760 FAX 613-230-4416
embajada@embajadacolombia.ca
www.embajadacolombia.ca 

CONGO (ZAIRE)
Mr. Jean-Claude Kalelwa Kalimasi
Chargé d'affaires
Embassy of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo
18 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL 613-230-6582 FAX 613-230-1945
info@ambassadesrdcongo.org 

COSTA RICA
His Ex. Roberto Carlos Dormon Cantú
Embassy of the Republic of Costa Rica
350 Sparks St. Suite 701
Ottawa, ON, K1R 7S8
TEL 613-562-2855 FAX 613-562-2582
embcr@costaricaembassy.com
www.costaricaembassy.com  
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FIRST PUBLICATION OF ITS KIND!
An exploration of Ottawa-Gatineau 

art going back 6500 years.

Purchase your copy today! 
info@ottawaartgallery.ca  

613 233–8699 ex.234

OAGGAO.CA 
OTTAWA ART GALLERY
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CÔTE D’IVOIRE
His Ex. N'Goran Kouame 
Embassy of the Republic of  
Côte d’Ivoire
9 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E6
TEL. 613-236-9919 FAX 613-563-8287
acica@ambaci-ottawa.org
www.ambaci-ottawa.org 

CROATIA
Her Ex. Marica Matković
Embassy of the Republic of Croatia
229 Chapel Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7Y6
TEL. 613-562-7820 FAX 613-562-7821
croemb.ottawa@mvep.hr
www.croatiaemb.net 

CUBA
His Ex. Julio Antonio Garmendía 
Peña
Embassy of the Republic of Cuba
388 Main Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 1E3
TEL. 613-563-0141 FAX 613-563-0068
embacuba@embacubacanada.net
www.cubadiplomatica.cu/canada

CZECH REPUBLIC
His Ex. Pavel Hrnčíř 
Embassy of the Czech Republic
251 Cooper Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0G2
TEL. 613-562-3875 FAX 613-562-3878
ottawa@embassy.mzv.cz 

CYPRUS
His Ex. Pavlos Anastasiades 
High Commissioner 
High Commission for the Republic 
of Cyprus 
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1002 
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1P1 
TEL 613-563-9763 FAX 613-563-1953 
ottawahighcom@mfa.gov.cy

DENMARK
His Ex. Niels Boel Abrahamsen 
Royal Danish Embassy
47 Clarence Street, Suite 450
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9K1
TEL. 613-562-1811
ottamb@um.dk
canada.um.dk 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
His Ex. Briunny Garabito Segura
Embassy of the Dominican Republic
130 Albert Street, Suite 1605
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 613-569-9893 FAX 613-569-8673
www.drembassy.org 

ECUADOR
His Ex. Diego Stacey 
Embassy of the Republic of Ecuador
99 Bank Street, Suite 230
Ottawa, ON K1P 6B9
TEL. 613-563-8206  FAX 613-235-5776 
www.embassyecuador.ca

EGYPT
Her Ex. Motaz Mounir Zahran
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
454 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R3
TEL. 613-234-4931 FAX 613-234-4398
egyptemb@sympatico.ca
www.mfa.gov.eg 

EL SALVADOR
Her Ex. Tania Molina Avalos
Embassy of the Republic of El Salvador
209 Kent Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1Z8
TEL. 613-238-2939 FAX 613-238-6940
embajada@elsalvador-ca.org 

ESTONIA
Her Ex. Gita Kalmet
Embassy of the Republic of Estonia 
260 Dalhousie Street, Suite 210
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7E4
TEL. 613-789-4222 FAX 613-789-9555
embassy.ottawa@mfa.ee
www.estemb.ca

ETHIOPIA
Her Ex. Birtukan Ayano Dadi 
Embassy of the Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia
275 Slater St., suite 1501 
Ottawa, Ontario,  K1P 5H9
613-565-6637 x 214 FAX 613-565-9175
info@ethioembassycanada.org
ethioconsulatecanada.org

EUROPEAN UNION
His Ex. Peteris Ustubs  
Delegation of the European Union 
to Canada 
150 Metcalfe St. Suite 1900
Ottawa, ON K2P1P1
TEL. 613-238-6464 FAX 613-238-5191
Delegation-Canada@eeas.europa.eu
www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
canada 

FINLAND
His Ex. Vesa Ilmari Lehtonen
Embassy of the Republic of Finland
55 Metcalfe Street, Suite 850
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L5
TEL. 613-288-2233 FAX 613-288-2244
embassy@finland.ca 

FRANCE
Her Ex. Kareen Rispal 
Embassy of France
42 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 2C9
TEL 613-789-1795 FAX 613-562-3735 
www.ambafrance-ca.org 

GABON
His Ex. Sosthène Ngokila 
Embassy of the Gabonese Republic
4 Range Road, P.O. Box 368
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J5 
TEL. 613-232-5301 FAX 613-232-6916
ambgabon2000@yahoo.fr 

GEORGIA 
His Ex. Konstantine Kavtaradze
Embassy of Georgia 
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 2101 
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1 
TEL 613-421-0460 FAX 613-680-0394
ottawa.emb@mfa.gov.ge

GERMANY
Her Ex. Sabine Sparwasser 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of 
Germany
1 Waverley Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0T8
TEL 613-232-1101 FAX 613-594-9330
info@otta.diplo.de
http:/www.ottawa.diplo.de

GHANA
His Ex. Joseph Ayikoi Otoo 
High Commission for the Republic 
of Ghana
1 Clemow Ave.
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2A9
TEL 613-236-0871 FAX 613-236-0874
ghanacom@ghc-ca.com
www.ghc-ca.com 

GREECE
His Ex. Dimitrios Azemopoulos
Embassy of the Hellenic Republic
80 MacLaren Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0K6
TEL 613-238-6271 FAX 613-238-5676
gremb.otv@mfa.gr
www.mfa.gr/canada
 

GUATEMALA
His Ex. Carlos Humberto Jiménez 
Licona
Embassy of the Republic of 
Guatemala
130 Albert Street, Suite 1010
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 613-233-7237 FAX 613-233-0135
embassy1@embaguate-canada.com
www.embaguate-canada.com 

GUINEA
His Ex. Saramady Touré 
Embassy of the Republic of Guinea
483 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6N1
TEL. 613-789-8444 FAX 613-789-7560
ambaguiottawa@mae.gov.gn 

GUYANA
Her Ex. Clarissa Sabita Riehl 
High Commission for the Republic 
of Guyana
151 Slater Street, Suite 800
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 613-235-7249 FAX 613-235-1447
guyanahcott@rogers.com 

HAITI
His Ex. Frantz Liautaud 
Embassy of the Republic of Haiti
85 Albert Street, Suite 1110,
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5G4
TEL 613-238-1628 FAX 613-238-2986
amb.canada@diplomatie.ht

HOLY SEE
His Ex. Most Reverend Luigi Bonazzi
Apostolic Nunciature
724 Manor Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 0E3
TEL 613-746-4914 FAX 613-746-4786 

HONDURAS
Her Ex. Sofia Cerrato 
Embassy of the Republic of 
Honduras
130 Albert St., Suite 805
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1B1
TEL 613-233-8900 FAX 613-232-0193 

HUNGARY
His Ex. Bálint Ódor
Embassy of Hungary
299 Waverley Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0V9
TEL. 613-230-2717 FAX 613-230-7560
https://ottawa.mfa.gov.hu/eng
mission.ott@mfa.gov.hu 

ICELAND
His Ex. Pétur Ásgeirsson
Embassy of Iceland
360 Albert Street, Suite 710
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL. 613-482-1944 FAX 613-482-1945
icemb.ottawa@utn.stjr.is 
www.iceland.org.ca 

INDIA
His Ex. Vikas Swarup
High Commission for the Republic 
of India
10 Springfield Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1C9
TEL. 613-744-3751 FAX 613-744-0913
hicomind@hciottawa.ca
www.hciottawa.ca  

INDONESIA
His Ex. Teuku Faizasyah
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia 
55 Parkdale Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1E5
TEL 613-724-1100 FAX 613-724-1105
info@indonesia-ottawa.org
www.indonesia-ottawa.org 

IRAN
Embassy of the Islamic  
Republic of Iran
245 Metcalfe Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 2K2
TEL 613-235-4726 FAX 613-232-5712
executive@iranembassy.ca
www.salamiran.org 

IRAQ
His Ex. Adbul Kareem Kaab 
Embassy of the Republic of Iraq 
215 McLeod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0Z8
TEL. 613-236-9177 FAX 613-236-9641
www.iqemb.ca
media@iqemb.ca

IRELAND
His Ex. Jim Kelly
Embassy of Ireland
130 Albert Street, Suite 1105
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 613-233-6281 FAX 613-233-5835
Ottawaembassy@dfa.ie
www.embassyofireland.ca 

ISRAEL
His Ex. Nimrod Barkan
Embassy of Israel
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1005
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL 613-750-7500 FAX 613-750-7555
information@ottawa.mfa.gov.il
www.embassies.gov.il/ottawa 

ITALY
His Ex. Claudio Taffuri
Embassy of the Italian Republic
275 Slater Street, 21st Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H9
TEL 613-232-2401 FAX 613-233-1484
ambasciata.ottawa@esteri.it
www.ambottawa.esteri.it 

JAMAICA
Her Ex. Janice Miller 
Jamaican High Commission 
151 Slater Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5H3
TEL 613-233-9311 FAX 613-233-0611
executiveassistant@jhcottawa.ca

JAPAN
His Ex. Kimhiro Ishikane
Embassy of Japan 
255 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9E6
TEL 613-241-8541 FAX 613-241-2232
infocul@ot.mofa.go.jp
www.ca.emb-japan.go.jp 

JORDAN
Her Ex. Rima Alaadeen
Embassy of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan
100 Bronson Avenue, Suite 701
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 6G8
TEL. 613-238-8090 FAX 613-232-3341
www.embassyofjordan.ca
ottawa@fm.gov.jo (embassy)
ottawa-consular@fm.gov.jo (consular)  

KAZAKHSTAN
His Ex. Konstantin Zhigalov
Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1603-1604
Ottawa, Ontario, K2P 1P1
TEL 613-695-8055 FAX 613-695-8755
Email: kazakhembassy@gmail.com
www.kazembassy.ca

KENYA
His Ex. John Lepi Lanyasunya
High Commission for the Republic 
of Kenya
415 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R4
TEL. 613-563-1773 FAX 613-233-6599
kenyahighcommission@rogers.com
www.kenyahighcommission.ca 
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KOSOVO
His Ex. Lulzim Hiseni 
Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo 
200 Elgin Street, suite 501 
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1L5 
TEL: 613-569-2828 FAX 613-569-4848
embassy.canada@rks-gov.net
www.mfa-ks.net

KOREA, REPUBLIC
His Ex. Shin Maeng-ho
Embassy of the Republic of Korea
150 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 5A6
TEL 613-244-5010 FAX 613-244-5034
canada@mofa.go.kr
http://can-ottawa.mofa.go.kr 

KUWAIT
His Ex. Abdulhamid Alfailakawi
Embassy of the State of Kuwait
333 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1N 1J9 
TEL 613-780-9999 FAX 613-780-9905 
www.embassyofkuwait.ca

LATVIA
His Ex. Karlis Eihenbaums
Embassy of the Republic of Latvia
350 Sparks Street, Suite 1200
Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 7S8
TEL. 613-238-6014 FAX 613-238-7044
embassy.canada@mfa.gov.lv
www.ottawa.mfa.gov.lv 

LEBANON
Embassy of Lebanon
640 Lyon Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 3Z5
TEL 613-236-5825 FAX 613-232-1609
info@lebanonembassy.ca
www.lebanonembassy.ca 

LESOTHO 
High Commission for the Kingdom 
of Lesotho
130 Albert Street, Suite 1820
Ottawa, ON K1P 5G4
Tel 613-234-0770 Fax 613-234-5665
lesotho.ottawa@bellnet.ca 

LIBYA
Mr. Omar Alghanai
Chargé d'affaires
Embassy of Libya
Suite 1000, 81 Metcalfe Street 
Ottawa, Ontario, K 1P 6K7
TEL 613-842-7519, 613-680-2009
FAX 613-842-8627
info@embassyoflibya.ca
www.embassyoflibya.ca

LITHUANIA
His Ex. Darius Pranckevicius 
Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1600
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1
TEL 613-567-5458 FAX 613-567-5315 
ottawa@lithuanianembassy.ca 
www.lithuanianembassy.ca

MACEDONIA (REPUBLIC OF)
His Ex. Toni Dimovski
Embassy of the Republic  
of Macedonia
130 Albert Street, Suite 1006
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 613-234-3882 FAX 613-233-1852
ottawa@mfa.gov.mk  

MADAGASCAR
His Ex. Simon Constant Horace
Embassy of the Republic of 
Madagascar
3 Raymond Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 1A3
TEL 613-567-0505 FAX 613-567-2882
ambamadcanada@bellnet.ca
www.madagascar-embassy.ca 

MALAYSIA
Her Ex.  Aminahtun Binti Hj A. 
Karim
High Commission for Malaysia
60 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8Y7
TEL 613-241-5182 FAX 613-241-5214
mwottawa@kln.gov.my

MALI
His Ex. Mahamadou Diarra                        
Embassy of the Republic of Mali
50 Goulburn Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8C8
TEL 613-232-1501 FAX 613-232-7429
ambassadedumali@rogers.com
www.ambamalicanada.org 

MEXICO
His Ex. Dionisio Pérez Jácome
Embassy of the United Mexican 
States
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
TEL 613-233-8988 FAX 613-235-9123
infocan@sre.gob.mx
www.embamexcan.com 

MOLDOVA
Her Ex. Ala Beleavschi
Embassy of the Republic of Moldova 
275 Slater Street, Suite 801 
Ottawa, ON K1P 5H9 
TEL 613-695-6167 FAX 613-695-6164 
ottawa@mfa.md
www.canada.mfa.md

MONGOLIA
His Ex. Altangarel Radnaabazar
Embassy of Mongolia
151 Slater Street, Suite 503 Ottawa, 
Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL 613-569-3830 FAX 613-569-3916

MOROCCO
His Ex. Mohammed Lotfi Aouad  
Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco
38 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL 613-236-7391 FAX 613-236-6164 
www.ambamaroc.ca/Nouveau/site-
Amba.html

MYANMAR
His Ex. Kyaw Myo Htut 
Embassy of the Republic of the Union 
of Myanmar
336 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario, K1Y OA7
TEL. 232-9990 
FAX. 232-6999
meottawa@rogers.com

NEPAL
His Ex. Kali Prasad Pokhrel
Embassy of Nepal
408 Queen Street
Ottawa, ON K1R 5A7
TEL 613-680-5513 FAX 613-422-5149
secretary_nepalembassy@rogers.com

NETHERLANDS
His Ex. Henk van der Zwan
Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands
350 Albert Street, Suite 2020
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 1A4
TEL 613-670-6038 FAX 613-237-6471
Ott-cdp@minbuza.nl 

NEW ZEALAND
His Ex. Daniel Mellsop 
New Zealand High Commission 
150 Elgin Street, Suite 1401
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1L4
TEL 613-238-5991 FAX 613-238-5707
info@nzhcottawa.org
www.nzembassy.com/canada

NICARAGUA
Her Ex. Maurizio Alberto Gelli
Embassy of the Republic of 
Nicaragua 
Ottawa, Ontario 

NIGERIA
His Ex. Adeyinka Olatokunbo 
Asekun
High Commission for the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria
295 Metcalfe Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1R9
TEL 613-236-0521 FAX 613-236-0529
www.nigeriahcottawa.ca 

NORWAY
Her Ex. Anne Kari Hansen Ovind
Royal Norwegian Embassy
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1300
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1
TEL 613-238-6571 FAX 613-238-2765
emb.ottawa@mfa.no
www.emb-norway.ca 

PAKISTAN 
His Ex. Tariq Azim Khan
High Commission for the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan
10 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL 613-238-7881 FAX 613-238-7296
parepottawa@rogers.com 

PALESTINE
Mr. Nabil Maarouf
Chief representative
Palestinian General Delegation
18 The Driveway
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 9C6
TEL 613-736-0053 FAX 613-736-0535
palestinegd@gmail.com 

PANAMA
His Ex. Alberto Arosemena Medina
Embassy of the Republic of Panama
130 Albert Street, Suite 803
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 613-236-7177 FAX 613-236-5775
embassyofpanama@gmail.com

PARAGUAY
Her Ex. Ines Martinez Valinotti
Embassy of the Republic of Paraguay
151 Slater Street, Suite 501
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 613-567-1283 FAX 613-567-1679
embassy@embassyofparaguay.ca 

PERU
His Ex. Martin Alberto Vizcarra 
Cornejo 
Embassy of the Republic of Peru
130 Albert Street, Suite 1901
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 613-238-1777 FAX 613-232-3062
emperuca@bellnet.ca 

PHILIPPINES
Her Ex. Petronila P. Garcia
Embassy of the Republic of the 
Philippines
30 Murray Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 5M4
TEL 613-233-1121 FAX 613-233-4165
embassyofphilippines@rogers.com 

POLAND
His Ex. Andrzej Kurnicki 
Embassy of the Republic of Poland
443 Daly Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6H3
TEL 613-789-0468 FAX 613-789-1218
ottawa.info@msz.gov.pl 
www.ottawa.mfa.gov.pl

PORTUGAL
His Ex. José Fernando Moreira da 
Cunha
Embassy of Portugal
645 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0B8
TEL 613-729-0883 FAX 613-729-4236
embportugal@ottawa.dgaccp.pt

QATAR
His Ex. Fahad bin Mohamed Y. 
Kafoud
Embassy of the State of Qatar
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 800
Ottawa, Ontario  K2P 1P1
TEL 613-241-4917  FAX 613-241-3304
amb.office@qatarembassy.ca

ROMANIA
Embassy of Romania
655 Rideau Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6A3
TEL 613-789-3709 FAX 613-789-4365
Romania@romanian-embassy.com
http://ottawa.mae.ro 

RUSSIA
Ex. Alexander N. Darchiev 
Embassy of the Russian Federation
285 Charlotte Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L5
TEL 613-235-4341 FAX 613-236-6342
info@rusembassy.ca 
www.rusembassy.ca 

RWANDA
High Commission for the Republic 
of Rwanda
294 Albert Street, Suite 404
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6E6
Phone: 569-5420/22/24
Fax : 569-5421/5423
ambaottawa@minaffet.gov.rw
canada.embassy.gov.rw

SAUDI ARABIA
His Ex. Naif Bin Bandir Alsudairy
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia
201 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, ON K1N 1K6
TEL 237-4100 FAX 237-0567
caemb@mofa.gov.sa
www.saudiembassy.ca

SENEGAL
His Ex. Ousmane Paye
Embassy of the Republic of Senegal
57 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E8
TEL 613-238-6392 FAX 613-238-2695
Info@ambsencanada.org 

SERBIA
His Ex. Mihailo Papazoglu 
Embassy of the Republic of Serbia 
21 Blackburn Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8A2
TEL 613-233-6289 FAX 613-233-7850
diplomat@serbianembassy.ca
www.ottawa.mfa.gov.rs 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC
His Ex. Andrej Droba
Embassy of the Slovak Republic
50 Rideau Terrace
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 2A1
TEL 613-749-4442 FAX 613-749-4989
emb.ottawa@mzv.sk
www.mzv.sk/ottawa

SLOVENIA
His Ex. Marjan Cencen
Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 2200
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1P1
TEL 613-565-5781 FAX 613-565-5783
vot@gov.si
www.ottawa.embassy.si
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SOUTH AFRICA
Her Ex. Sibongiseni Dlamini-
Mntambo
High Commission for the Republic of 
South Africa
15 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1M8
TEL 613-744-0330 FAX 613-741-1639
rsafrica@southafrica-canada.ca
www.southafrica-canada.ca 

SPAIN
His Ex. Enrique Ruiz Molero 
Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain
74 Stanley Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1P4
TEL 613-747-2252 FAX 613-744-1224
embespca@mail.mae.es
www.embaspain.ca 

SRI LANKA
His Ex. Ahmed Aflel Jawad 
High Commission for the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
333 Laurier Avenue West, Suite 1204
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1C1
TEL 613-233-8449 FAX 613-238-8448
slhcit@rogers.com
www.srilankahcottawa.org 

ST. KITTS & NEVIS
Her. Ex. Shirley Skerritt-Andrew
High Commission of St. Kitts & 
Nevis
421 Besserer Street
Ottawa, Ontario, K1N 6B9
TEL 613-518-2447 FAX 613-695-2449
info@hcstkittsnevis.ca

SUDAN
Embassy of the Republic of the Sudan
354 Stewart Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6K8
TEL 613-235-4000 FAX 613-235-6880
sudanembassy-canada@rogers.com 
www.sudanembassy.ca/

SWEDEN
His Ex. Per Sjögren 
Embassy of Sweden
377 Dalhousie Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9N8
TEL 613-244-8200 FAX 613-241-2277
sweden.ottawa@gov.se
www.swedishembassy.ca  

SWITZERLAND
His Ex. Beat Nobs
Embassy of Switzerland
5 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E6
TEL 613-235-1837 FAX 613-563-1394
ott.vertretung@eda.admin.ch 

SYRIA
Embassy of the Syrian Arab Republic
46 Cartier Street
Ottawa, ON K2P 1J3
TEL 613-569-5556 FAX 613-569-3800
culture@syrianembassy.ca 
www.syrianembassy.ca

TAIWAN 
Mr. Chung-chen Kung
Taipei Economic & Cultural Office
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1960
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
TEL 613-231-5080 FAX 613-231-7112
publicaffairs@on.aibn.com 
http://web.roc-taiwan.org/ca_en/
index.html

TANZANIA
His Ex. Jack Mugendi Zoka 
High Commission for the United 
Republic of Tanzania
50 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL 613-232-1509 FAX 613-232-5184
contact@tzrepottawa.ca
www.tanzaniahighcommission.ca 

THAILAND
His Ex. Vijavat Isarabhakdi
The Royal Thai Embassy 
180 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0A2
TEL 613-722-4444 FAX 613-722-6624
contact@thaiembassy.ca
www.thaiembassy.ca

TOGO
His Ex. Ekpao Nolaki
Embassy of the Togolese Republic
12 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL 613-238-5916 FAX 613-235-6425
ambatogoca@hotmail.com
 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
His Ex. Garth Chatoor
High Commission for the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago
200 First Avenue, Third Level
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2G6
TEL 613-232-2418 FAX 613-232-4349
hcottawa@foreign.gov.tt
  
TUNISIA
His Ex. Mohamed Imed Torjemane
Embassy of the Republic of Tunisia
515 O’Connor Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 3P8
TEL 613-237-0330 FAX 613-237-7939
ambtun13@bellnet.ca

TURKEY
His Ex. Selçuk Ünal
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
197 Wurtemburg Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L9v
TEL 613-244-2470 FAX 613-789-3442
embassy.ottawa@mfa.gov.tr
www.turkishembassy.com    

UGANDA
Her Ex. Joy Ruth Acheng 
High Commission for the Republic 
of Uganda
350 Sparks Street, Suite 1210, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 7S8
TEL 613-789-7797 FAX 613-789-8909
uhc@ugandahighcommission.com
www.ugandahighcommission.ca 

UKRAINE
His Ex. Andriy Shevchenko
Embassy of Ukraine
310 Somerset Street, West,
Ottawa, Ontario, K2P 0J9
TEL 613-230-2961 FAX 613-230-2400
emb_ca@ukremb.ca
www.ukremb.ca 

 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Mohammed Saif Helal Al Shehhi
125 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 0A4 
TEL 613-565-7272 FAX 613-565-8007
Consulate FAX 613-565-1444
reception@uae-embassy.com  www.
uae-embassy.ae/ca

UNITED KINGDOM
Her Ex. Susan le Jeune 
d’Allegeershecque
British High Commission
80 Elgin Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5K7
TEL 613-237-1530 FAX 613-232-0738 
www.ukincanada.fco.gov.uk

UN REFUGEE AGENCY
Furio de Angelis
UNHCR Representative in Canada
280 Albert Street, Suite 401
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G8
TEL 613-232-0909 FAX 613-230-1855
www.unhcr.ca

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Her Ex. Kelly Knight Craft
Embassy of the United States of 
America
490 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 1G8
TEL. 613-238-5335 FAX 613-688-3088
www.usembassycanada.gov  

URUGUAY
His Ex. Martin Vidal Delgado
Embassy of the Oriental Republic of 
Uruguay
350 Sparks Street, Suite 901
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7S8
TEL 613-234-2727 FAX 613-233-4670
urucanada@mrree.gub.uy 

VENEZUELA
His Ex. Wilmer Barrientos Fernandez
Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela
32 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 235-5151 FAX 235-3205
embve.caotw@mppre.gob.ve
www.misionvenezuela.org 

VIETNAM
His Ex. Nguyen Duc Hoa
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam
55 MacKay Street
Ottawa, K1M 2B3
TEL 613-236-0772 FAX 613-236-2704
vietnamembassy@rogers.com 
www.vietem-ca.com

YEMEN
His Ex. Jamal Abdullah Yahya 
Al-Sallal 
Embassy of the Republic of Yemen
54 Chamberlain Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 1V9
TEL 613-729-6627 FAX 613-729-8915
yeminfo@yemenembassy.ca
www.yemenembassy.ca 

ZAMBIA
His Ex. Felix Nicholas Mfula  
High Commission for the Republic 
of Zambia
151 Slater St., Suite 205
Ottawa, Ontario
K1B 5H3
TEL 613-232-4400 FAX 613-232-4410 
zhc.ottawa@bellnet.ca 

ZIMBABWE
Her Ex. Florence Chideya
Embassy of the Republic of 
Zimbabwe
332 Somerset Street West
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0J9
TEL. 613-421-2824 FAX 613-422-7403
info@zimottawa.com
visa@zimottawa.com
www.zimottawa.com

(613) 319-0846 
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By Teuku Faizasyah

When you work hard, you need 
to play harder. So why not re-
charge your batteries by travel-

ling to Indonesia? It’s a place to relax your 
mind, reset your psyche and reconnect 
with your inner self.

Indonesia is the biggest archipelago in 
the world; it will take you 37 years if you 
visit one island a day. It is home to  myriad 
arrays of flora and fauna, boasting cul-
tures of people from more than 300 ethnic 
groups and an astonishing variety of land-
scapes — mountains and volcanoes, un-
dulating hills, primeval rainforests, sandy 
beaches and serpentine rivers.

Here, I will give you a glimpse of places 

to visit in Indonesia and some insights on 
what to expect and do.

For nature lovers
Indonesia’s coastline of 54,716 kilometres 
is the second-longest in the world after 
Canada’s. An extensive length of the In-
donesian coastline is laced with exquisite 
beaches in white, pink, cream and even 
black sand. The choices between mirror-
like ocean waters or high waves will suit 
everyone, including extreme surfers.  

Because Bali’s beaches are a magnet for 

Indonesia: A world of wonder waiting for you

Indonesian women dance during a Balinese Melasti procession, a purification ceremony leading to the Nyepi holy day.
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tourists, Lombok, an island a 30-minute 
flight away from Bali, is my favourite 
beach destination. You may also have 
heard of the Gili Islands, a group of islets 
near Senggigi Beach. These gems are just 
off the west coast of Lombok and con-
sist of the three picturesque islets of Gili 
Trawangan, Gili Meno and Gili Air. They 
will soothe your eyes with glistening 
sands, festive coral reefs and turquoise 
water. Each has its own reputation: Gili 
Trawangan is dubbed the party island; 
Gili Meno, with its tranquil and romantic 
flair, makes it a haven for couples; and 
Gili Air is known for its developed local 
community.

At the Gili Islands, snorkelling and div-
ing are highly recommended; however, 
lying on the beach or sunbathing is also 
rewarding. Because there are no cars or 
motorcycles to disturb the peace, it is easy 
to enjoy the serenity.

Meanwhile, if you go inland on Lom-
bok, you’ll have the chance to hike up to 
Rinjani Mountain, which will give you a 
breathtaking view from its 3,726-metre 
elevation. Rinjani is the second-highest 
volcano in Indonesia after Gunung Kerinci 
in West Sumatra. There are options to 
lengthen or shorten your trek. A half-day 
hike will take you to two gorgeous wa-
terfalls, and a two-day hike will take you 
up to the Rinjani crater, known as Segara 
Anak. 

For thrill-seekers, hiking an active vol-
cano is also an option. The island of Anak 
Krakatau, located in the Sunda Straits 
between the islands of Java and Sumatra, 
is accessible to the public. It dates back to 
1927 when it emerged from the caldera 
of the renowned Krakatoa Volcano that 
erupted in August 1883.  

Taking the trip to Anak Krakatau re-
quires some preparation. You must first 
book a fast boat in advance and stay two 
days at Carita Beach, a two-hour drive 
from Jakarta, Indonesia’s capital city. 

My family made this trip. We started 
early, taking a speed boat for a two-hour 
ride to reach the Anak Krakatau. Climbing 
the volcano looked easy as it was not very 
high, but our eyes fooled us. The thick 
black sand that covered the volcano made 
the hike slow and challenging. However, 
when we reached the top, near the volca-
no's smoking crater, we had a spectacular 
view of the Sunda Strait. Some at the top 
put a positive spin on it by sand boarding 
and BMX bike riding down the volcano. 

The Sunda Strait is an excellent spot 
for fishing. Boarding a wooden traditional 
boat or speedboat from Labuan, you can 
try droplining for wahoo, grouper and M
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The latest tourist draw for eastern Indonesia is the Raja Ampat in West Papua. Dotted with cones of 
jungle-covered islands, it is known for its beaches and coral reefs. 

A gudeg meal, pictured here, is the ultimate Yogya delicacy and usually ends with hot sweet tea.
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mahi-mahi. The usual main attraction is 
trolling for black marlin. The journey can 
be more lively if your aquatic friends, the 
dolphins, are in a playful mood.

From Carita Beach, the active Anak 
Krakatau sometimes emits sparks of red 
lava that compete with twinkling stars. If 
you catch it, it’s a worthwhile experience. 

Ujung Kulon National Park, which 
stretches across parts of Java, Krakatoa, 
Peucang and the Panaitan islands, was 
listed as a UNESCO Natural Heritage 
site in February 1992. The national park 
is home to endangered one-horned Javan 
rhinoceros, Javan gibbons, Javan leaf mon-
keys, more than 270 species of birds and 
many species of endangered plants. 

For the culture enthusiast
Indonesia is blessed by many ethnic 
groups, each with its own distinct cul-
ture. You can visit ancient kingdoms and 
historic temples and witness rituals and 
ceremonies. Bali Island and Yogyakarta 
are the most visited places for their unique 
cultures. Few will find a ceremony that 
is as rare as Pasola in Sumba Island, East 
Nusa Tenggara. Pasola is a competition 
that features spear throwers riding bare-
back on horses. 

Yogyakarta is a province in Java born of 
an ancient kingdom. It is the only province 
in Indonesia led by a sultan. Yogya, for 
short, is a place where you can marvel at 
the art and culture of Java.

You can experience life in a palace at 
Kraton, the sultan’s home. Here, you’ll 
see the important ceremonies and cultural 
functions of the court. In the inner pavilion, 
you can see traditional dance performances, 
hear a gamelan orchestra, made up mostly 
of percussive instruments, and watch pup-
pet shows and Javanese poetry readings. 

Street food can be found in the evening 
along Malioboro Street, in the heart of Yo-
gya. The typical food from this area is gu-
deg, a Yogya dish made of young jackfruit 
simmered in coconut milk and spices and 
cooked for several hours. 

Nearby, in Yogyakarta, you can visit 
both the Hindu temple of Prambanan 
and the world’s largest Buddhist temple, 
Borobudur, a UNESCO cultural heritage 
site. Borobudur was built in the 9th Cen-
tury, during the Syailendra dynasty. It 
is decorated with 2,672 relief panels and 
504 Buddha statues. The central dome is 
surrounded by 72 Buddha statues, caged 
inside perforated stupas or mound-shaped 
structures. The bas-reliefs depict the 
journey of Sidharta Gautama in search of 
enlightenment.

The Hindu temple, known as Candi 

DELIGHTS|DESTINATIONS

This Buddha statue is one of 72 that sit around the circular platforms of the Borobudur Temple. 
The temple was built between the 8th and 9th Centuries AD during the Syailendra Dynasty. The 
Borobudur was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1991.

A traditional horse cart, known as an andong, transports passengers who are enjoying the view of 
Parangtritis Beach, Yogyakarta.
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Prambanan or Candi Rara Jonggrang, 
on the other hand, was dedicated to the 
three gods in Hindu cosmology: Brahma, 
Vishnu and Shiva. Do not miss the Rama-
yana Ballet performance under the full 
moon while you are here.

Your journey is not complete without 
a visit to the capital city of Jakarta. More 
than skyscrapers and glamorous malls, 
it is the epitome of modern Indonesia. 
Spend a night or two in one of several 
five-star hotels on the historic Hotel Indo-
nesia’s roundabout known as Bundaran 
HI. Seen as the heart of Jakarta, this area 
is the economic and government centre 
during weekdays and the social and com-
munity axis on weekends. Jakarta holds an 
annual jazz festival in March. Java Jazz is 
the biggest festival in the southern hemi-
sphere, featuring local and international 
jazz stars. 

Indonesia has so much more to share 
with travellers of the world, namely food. 
Two of our dishes — Rendang and Nasi 
goreng — are ranked No. 1 and 2 in CNN’s 
50 best foods in the world. Rendang is a 
slow-cooked meat dish made with coco-
nut milk and seasoned with such spices 
as chili, ginger and turmeric. Nasi goreng 
(fried rice) is made with meat, shrimp, 
eggs and chicken and flavoured with 
sweet soy sauce, garlic, shallots, tamarind, 
shrimp paste and chili.

Surf the waves of Nias beaches in North 
Sumatra. Encounter the Komodo dragon 
on Komodo Island and climb the Keli-
mutu to be amazed by the enigmatic trico-
lour crater lakes in East Nusa Tengggara. 
Cruise along the rivers in the heart of the 
tropical rainforest of Central Kalimantan 
to greet the gentle orangutan. 

Finally, it’s an Indonesian custom to 
bring oleh-oleh or a gift to family and 
friends back home. There are unique 
choices of souvenirs, including silver arts 
and crafts, wooden or leather puppets, 
miniature angklung (bamboo musical 
instruments) and Batik textiles. In fact, 
Batik was named an intangible heritage 
treasure by UNESCO in 2009. Nonethe-
less, the most precious gift to take home is 
your memories of your unforgettable trip 
to Indonesia.

The rich and famous have been moved 
by my country. Singer David Bowie, actress 
Julia Roberts, actor Charlie Chaplin and 
German artist Walter Spies have all claimed 
to love Indonesia for all the above reasons 
and its warmth and wonder. The magic 
will still be here waiting to welcome you. 

Teuku Faizasyah is the Indonesian  
ambassador to Canada. 

An aerial view of the Bundaran Hotel Indonesia, in Jakarta. At the centre of the roundabout, 
surrounded by a water fountain, is the Selamat Datang “welcome” Monument. Every Sunday 
morning during Car-Free Days, the roundabout fills with people jogging, cycling and walking.

Artisans make Batik designs using wax and dye. Designated by UNESCO as a Masterpiece of Oral 
and Intangible Heritage of Humanity, Batik is an honoured legacy of Indonesia.
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Celebration time
A listing of the national and independence days marked by countries
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January

1 Cuba Liberation Day

1 Haiti Independence Day

1 Sudan National Day

4 Myanmar Independence Day

24 Maldives National Day

26 Australia Australia Day

31 Nauru National Day

February

4 Sri Lanka National Day

6 New Zealand National Day

7 Grenada Independence Day

11 Iran National Day

15 Serbia National Day 

16 Lithuania Independence Day

17 Kosovo Independence Day 

18 Gambia Independence Day

22 Saint Lucia Independence Day

23 Brunei Darussalam National Day

23 Guyana Republic Day 

24 Estonia Independence Day

25 Kuwait National Day

27 Dominican Republic Independence Day

March

3 Bulgaria National Day

6 Ghana National Day

12 Mauritius National Day

17 Ireland St. Patrick’s Day

20 Tunisia Proclamation of Independence

23 Pakistan Pakistan Day

25 Greece Independence Day

26 Bangladesh National Day

April

4 Senegal Independence Day

16 Denmark Birthday of Her Majesty Queen Margrethe II

17 Syria National Day

18 Zimbabwe Independence Day

18 Israel Independence Day

19 Holy See Election Day of Pope 

26 Tanzania Union Day

27 Sierra Leone Republic Day

27 South Africa Freedom Day

27 Togo National Day

27 Netherlands King's Day
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field and expert analysis, each 
week we provide a Canadian 
perspective on international 
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how Canada sees the world, 
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Photographer Mike Beedell: "I met this Arctic wolf on Ellesmere Island in Quttinirpaaq National Park. Known as Canis lupus 
arctos, these are some of the most northerly existing wolves in the world. They have little fear of humans because they have 
not been hunted for centuries. Consequently, they are curious and playful. Once, I had a young male come to my tent, grab 
one of my hiking boots and run off with it as a play toy. Fortunately, he dropped his novelty nearby and I was able to keep 
hiking. The major diet of these wolves is muskox, Peary caribou and Arctic hare. They range in size from 1.3 to 1.8 metres, 
including tail. Males generally weigh up to 46 kilograms and females up to 38 kilograms. They sometimes hunt seals on sea 
ice and hunting is no playful matter. A pack of Arctic wolves will pull down a large muskox in an awesome display of power, 
pack collaboration and tenacity." 

DELIGHTS|PHOTO FINISH






