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up Front

Reuters photographer Goran Tomase-
vic took the image on our cover of a 
Free Syrian army fighter taking cover 
during clashes with the Syrian army 
in the Salaheddine neighbourhood of 
central aleppo . Syria tops our list of 
the 10 hot Spots for 2013 in a story 
that begins on page 34 .

perils abound

Predictions are almost as prevalent 
as resolutions when the calendar 
rolls around to another year . In our 

cover story for this issue, writer Wolfgang 
Depner offers his version of this timely 
tradition . Mr . Depner takes a wide view 
of the world scene to come up with his 
Top 10 hot Spots for 2013 — and when we 
say “hot spots,” we don’t mean tempting 
vacation destinations . We’re talking about 
those incendiary locales where violent 
conflict is almost certain to erupt, if it 
hasn’t already .

It’s no surprise that Syria, suppressed 
by civil war and the brutal regime of 
Bashar al-assad, tops the list . But some of 
the others may surprise you . Turn to page 
34 for the complete list, plus five runners-
up Mr . Depner couldn’t ignore . 

Our second feature in our Dispatches 
section takes a hard look at press free-
dom across the globe . Using reports by 
Freedom house and Reporters Without 
Borders as a starting point, writer Laura 
Neilson Bonikowsky tells a sobering story 
about press freedom today, and how dan-
gerous life can be for journalists . a total 
of 946 journalists have been killed world-
wide since 1992 . 

Up front, we have a series of cartoons 
from around the world to lighten our Dip-
lomatica section . In our Debate feature, 
former Canadian diplomat harry Sterling 
analyzes the destablizing influence of 
Syria’s civil war, especially on Lebanon 
and Jordan, and how the Kurds of Syria 

might benefit the most, with consequences 
for Kurdish minorities in Iran, Iraq and 
Turkey as well .  

Columnist Fen hampson writes about 
the growing networks of organized crime 
across the globe . he helps readers get 
their minds around how much of the 
global GDP is caught up in software pi-
racy, internet fraud and trafficking — in 
drugs, people, wildlife, counterfeit goods 
and currency, human organs, weapons, 
diamonds and other gemstones, oil, tim-
ber, fish, art and cultural property . Some 
analysts estimate it's worth a total of $7 
trillion, or 10 percent of global GDP, in il-
legal business .

We also have my interview with hai-
tian ambassador Frantz Liautaud . he’s 
the first envoy haiti has sent to Canada 
in five years and he says haiti’s new 
president, Michel Martelly, is serious 
about respecting diplomatic traditions . he 
also characterizes Canada as the world's 
second-biggest supplier of aid to haiti (the 
U .S . is first .)

On the trade front, we have reports 
from three heads of mission: Iceland, In-
donesia and Qatar . 

In our Delights section, books edi-
tor George Fetherling offers a few good 
reads about opium . Margaret Dickenson 
visits the kitchen of Moroccan ambas-
sador Nouzha Chekrouni, who shares her 
country’s complex and irresistible cuisine . 
Writer Margo Roston and photographer 
Dyanne Wilson visit the home of Korean 
ambassador Cho hee-yong, who arrived 
in Ottawa with his wife, Lee Yang, last 
summer . 

Wine columnist Pieter Van den Weghe 
tells us about a federal private member’s 
bill that will allow us to buy wine from 
other provinces, outside the LCBO . 

as for tempting vacation destinations, 
check out our piece by ambassador Carlos 
Gomez-Mugica on the seductive lures of 
Spain .

Jennifer Campbell is Diplomat’s editor . 

contributors

harry sterling 

Mr . Sterling is a former Canadian dip-
lomat who served in Cuba, Venezuela, 
Zambia, the Netherlands, Nigeria, 
Turkey, Italy and Mexico . During his 
postings abroad, his responsibilities 
covered a wide range of subjects, with 
particular emphasis on analyzing the 
domestic and foreign policies of the 
countries in which he served . 

Since leaving the foreign service, he 
has been writing regularly on inter-
national affairs, as well as Canadian 
foreign policies . his commentaries 
have been published in a number of 
Canadian newspapers, including the 
Toronto Star, Vancouver Sun, Montreal 
Gazette, Ottawa Citizen, as well as the 
Washington Times and Los Angeles 
Times. 

paul mcKay

Mr . McKay has won Canada’s top 
journalism awards for investigative 
reporting, business and feature writ-
ing . he is also the author of seven 
books, a recipient of the atkinson 
Fellowship in Public Policy and a past 
Pierre Berton writer-in-residence . his 
forthcoming book is titled The Art of 
the Exposé.

he is a music composer and jazz 
musician who lives in a restored log 
home near Kingston, where he directs 
a private foundation that assists other 
foundations in Latin america to re-
duce poverty and promote renewable 
energy . he recently became an honou-
rary (unpaid) member of the Peabiru 
Institute international advisory board . 

EditOR’s NOtE |DIPLOMaTICa

jenniFer campbell
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 “Israel, Hamas and plucked dove” by Riber Hansson, Sydsvenskan, Netherlands

”Mohamad Morsi” by Daryl Cagle, CagleCartoons.com “Israel’s settlements” by Emad Hajjaj, Jordan

“Obama, Romney, Stars and Stripes” by Riber Hansson, 
Sweden 

political commentary from around the world 
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 “Star of David Peace Maze” by Pavel Constantin, Romania

 “Human organs trade” by Emad Hajjaj, Jordan

 “Morsi” by Hajo de Reijger, The Netherlands

 “Peace talks” Hajo de Reijger, Netherlands

“UN Status Palestine” by Tom Janssen, The Netherlands “Helping hand” by Luojie, China Daily, China
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“Life of entitlements” by David Fitzsimmons, The Arizona Star, U.S.

“Cycling” by Tom Janssen, Netherlands  

“Treaty of peace” by Pavel Constantin, Romania

 “Teddy-bears” by Petar Pismestrovic, Kleine Zeitung, Austria

“Putin and Syria” by Emad Hajjaj, Jordan

“World focus on the Middle East” by Peter 
Broelman, Australia

DIPLOMaTICa|CaRtOONs

courtesy oF caglecartoons.com
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“Palestine” by Yaakov Kirschen, Jerusalem Post

 “Malala” by Rick McKee, The Augusta Chronicle, U.S.

“Xi Jinping with dragon” by Riber Hansson, Sweden

“Obama and Islamic world” by Tom Janssen, Netherlands

“Greece and EU aid” by Luojie, China Daily, China “Don’t you dare” by Olle Johansson, Sweden
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At a time when the global economy 
is foundering, there is one sector 
that isn’t . It’s called transnational 

organized crime and it’s become a highly 
lucrative business . 

Software piracy, internet fraud and 
trafficking in drugs, humans, wildlife, 
counterfeit goods and currency, human or-
gans, small arms, diamonds and coloured 
gemstones, oil, timber, fish, art, cultural 
property and gold have grown, by some 
estimates, into a $7-trillion business, ac-
counting for roughly 10 percent of global 
GDP . That’s huge and it's reshaping soci-
ety, politics and the very world in which 
we live .

The rapid growth and sheer scale of 
these illicit markets, propelled by the 
forces of globalization and ICT (infor-
mation communication technologies), 
is unprecedented in human history . It’s 
driven by sophisticated criminal networks 
that now span continents and have been 
able to take advantage of the anonym-
ity afforded by IT while simultaneously 
exploiting the secrecy and unfathomable 
complexity of modern banking and finan-
cial systems . 

The notorious Los Zetas criminal syndi-
cate in Mexico, for example, whose brutal 
tactics include beheadings, torture and the 
massacre of innocent civilians, is now one 
of the most highly sophisticated criminal 
operations in the world . Los Zetas are 
involved not just in trafficking cocaine 
and production of methamphetamines 
for markets in the U .S . and Canada but 
also in human trafficking, extortion and 
racketeering . Its operations, like those of 
many other criminal syndicates, extend 
throughout the Western hemisphere from 
countries such as Colombia, Peru and 
Bolivia, where cocaine and other opiates 
are produced, to Central america, the 

Caribbean and beyond . however, it’s not 
just the Western hemisphere that is being 
affected by the expansion of these illicit 
crime syndicates and drug cartels . West 
africa is now a key transshipment hub 
for cocaine and heroin that is destined for 
lucrative European markets . 

Trade routes for opiates produced in 
afghanistan and Myanmar also now criss-
cross much of the globe, as do the criminal 
networks that sustain drug production 
and trade . 

What is also striking about contempo-
rary consumption patterns is that demand 
is no longer concentrated in the advanced 
industrialized economies of the West . In 
the case of heroin, for example, “emerg-
ing markets” (especially Russia, China, 
Pakistan, Iran, India and the countries of 
Southeast asia) account for roughly two-
thirds of total global consumption .

But it’s not just drugs, human traffick-
ing and trade in illicit goods that we have 
to worry about . Criminal activity on the 
internet is also a major factor in the global 
crime tsunami . 

Brazil, Russia and the Ukraine, in 
particular, have become the great global 
incubators of cybercrime . In Russia, 
cybercriminals operate with the complic-
ity of the government . They have been 
mobilized to launch attacks on countries 
such as Estonia and Georgia, which Rus-
sia views as adversaries . Even a develop-
ing country such as Kenya, which has 

leapfrogged the computer age by going 
directly to handheld devices, has become a 
hotbed for criminals adept at hacking into 
new mobile technology . and China’s role 
in supporting cybercrime and espionage is 
the world’s worst-kept secret .

ICT growth is contributing 4 percent, 
or even more, to global GDP . That figure 
is even higher (10 percent) for developing 
countries . But online fraud, identity theft 
intellectual property theft, online theft, 
and customer data losses are proving to be 
enormously costly . In 2009, aT&T’s chief 
security officer, Ed amoroso, testified 
before the U .S . Congress that global cyber-
crime was an eye-popping $1-trillion busi-
ness (or almost 2 percent of global GDP) . 

a recent estimate of the cost of cyber-
crime to the British economy alone put the 
figure at $27 billion, or approximately 2 
percent of Britain’s total GDP . The Dutch 
have similarly put the losses from cyber-
crime to their economy in the 1 .5-2 percent 
of GDP range .

Many criminal networks also work 
hand-in-glove with terrorist groups, 
such as al-Qaeda, al-Shabaab, hamas, 
hezbollah, the Revolutionary Party of 
Kurdistan, Peru’s Shining Path and the 
FaRC (Revolutionary armed Forces of 
Colombia) . They help deposit and launder 
monies through financial institutions and 
hawala (a money broker-based transfer of 
funds and other assets in the Middle East, 
South asia, North africa and the horn of 

a world awash in crime

DEA officers and American soldiers take part in a hashish-burning operation in Afghanistan. 

D
EA

Fen osler hampson
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africa), including funds that can be spu-
noff from “charitable” front organizations 
such as the holy Land Foundation, which 
raised millions for hamas until U .S . au-
thorities closed it down .

The flourishing of transnational crime 
is not simply a law enforcement issue . It is 
also a development and security issue that 
threatens state and societal formation in 
much of the developing world . 

The rapid increase in the volume of 
illicit flows coincides with institutional de-
cline in many of the world’s poor and me-
dium-income fragile and failing states . a 
recent major OECD study on Transnational 
Crime and Fragile States (2012) argues that 
there are powerful incentives for security 
forces and state officials to develop close 
links with transnational organized crime 
because there is an absence of public scru-
tiny or transparency in state institutions . 

Furthermore, the same study notes 
“the transition to competitive electoral 
democracy in Central america, the intro-
duction of devolved municipal powers 
in Colombia, and the political rivalry of 
the elite and clans in post-Soviet Central 
asian Republics such as Tajikistan and 
Kyrgyzstan have all resulted in atomized 
state structures, in which officials, politi-

cians and other power-holders vie for ac-
cess to the additional resources provided 
by criminal activity .”

External efforts by Western donors to 
build state capacity and strengthen local 
governance by promoting transparency 
and building better policing and judicial 

systems are thus being undermined by 
organized crime . as law enforcement and 
criminal justice systems are eroded, the 
citizens of these countries are also being 
threatened by a rising tide of violence . In 
Mexico alone, drug-related violence has 
killed more than 55,000 people since 2006 .

although the issue of transnational 
organized crime has finally reached the 
UN, which has passed various resolutions 
on terrorist financing, small-arms traf-
ficking and the effects of organized crime 

on peace-building efforts, the response of 
the international community overall has 
been weak . The United Nations Conven-
tion against Transnational Organized 
Crime (UNCTOC) is the poor sister of 
the UN Convention on anti-Corruption . 
The UNCTOC was opened for signature 
in 2000 and has been signed by 147 coun-
tries, including its associated protocols on 
human trafficking, smuggling and the il-
licit trafficking and smuggling of firearms .

however, efforts to create a proper 
implementation review mechanism are 
proving difficult because key states, in-
cluding some prominent members of the 
G20 group of nations, are resistant to such 
review mechanisms .

Unless governments stop seeing orga-
nized crime as simply a law-enforcement 
problem and start working together to 
develop comprehensive solutions, there 
will be little progress in dealing with a 
problem that now threatens the very fabric 
of the modern world .

Fen Osler hampson is Distinguished Fel-
low and Director of Global Security at 
the Centre for International Governance 
Innovation (CIGI) and Chancellor’s Pro-
fessor at Carleton University .
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“revolutions have never light-
ened the burden of tyranny: 
they have only shifted it to 

another shoulder .” 
When author George Bernard Shaw 

uttered that pessimistic, certainly cynical, 
view more than a century ago in 1903, 
he could not have foreseen the dramatic 
uprisings that swept through much of the 
Middle East and North africa in 2011 and 
resulted in the overthrow of authoritarian 
leaders in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and Ye-
men, as well as ongoing conflict in Syria .

Many of those who initially welcomed 
the so-called arab Spring have become 
increasingly concerned about where it’s 
now heading in some countries . Fearful 
extremist movements, including Islamist 
fundamentalists, are undermining the 

early hard-won gains of pro-democracy 
groups, while non-democratic groups are 
determined to hijack such gains for their 
own narrow purposes . 

Others are concerned about longstand-
ing divisions erupting within societies, 
pitting rival religious and ethnic groups, 
clans, tribes and regions against one an-
other, further undermining the stability of 
countries .

Paradoxically, one ethnic group that 
conceivably could actually benefit from 
the current tension between competing 
groups within society is the Kurds of 
Syria . and what happens to them could 
have even broader implications for Kurd-
ish minorities in Turkey, Iraq and Iran .

During the initial phase of the uprising 
in Syria against the alawite-dominated re-

gime of President Bashar al-assad, Syria’s 
Kurdish population, like most of Syria’s 
Christian minority, essentially stayed on 
the sidelines, not wishing to take a stand 
that could endanger their own survival .

however, once the Syrian opposition 
forces strengthened their fighting abil-
ity, thanks primarily to Qatar and Saudi 
arabia, President assad’s loyalist forces 
found it increasingly difficult to control 
vast areas of Syria, especially more re-
mote rural regions, while trying to stop 
advances made by the Free Syrian army 
in various cities, including traditional anti-
government urban centres such as homs 
and hama .

This inability of government forces to 
maintain a firm control over rural areas 
ultimately forced the regime to effectively 
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syria's fallout on jordan, lebanon and the Kurds
What happens to Syria's Kurds may have broader implications for Kurdish populations in 
Turkey, Iran and Iraq — and regional instability.

By Harry Sterling

Kurds from Italy, using a variety of Kurdish flags, including that of the Kurdish Workers’ Party at right, protest in Bologna, against the  
Turkish government.
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withdraw from areas populated by the 
Syrian Kurdish community . It is a popu-
lation whose fundamental human rights 
had been systematically denied by the 
alawite-controlled central government in 
Damascus for countless decades, spark-
ing sporadic anti-government incidents 
that were brutally quashed by the Baathist 
regime . Countless Kurds were imprisoned 
and tortured to terrorize that community 
into submission .

But the military successes of the Syr-
ian opposition and the withdrawal of the 
government’s presence in the northeast 
Kurdish region have been an unexpected 
blessing for the country’s three million 
Kurds, which they have been quick to 
seize, though much of the present-day 
Kurdish population now lives in large cit-
ies such as Damascus and aleppo .

Since October, the Kurds effectively 
started to replace the central govern-
ment’s infrastructure in the Kurdish areas, 
especially in aleppo Province, establish-
ing their own rule and political control, 
operating police stations and manning 
roadblocks .

Some Kurds have made it clear they 
intend to defend these recent gains and 
will insist on Kurdish autonomy within a 
federation system once the regime of Pres-
ident assad is overthrown . Other Kurds 
dream of someday going beyond an au-
tonomous status within Syria to establish 
a separate independent Kurdish state .

While many regard such a goal as 
extremely difficult to achieve, especially 
given Turkey’s opposition, Kurds who 
disagree point to the situation in next-
door Iraq, where the well-established 
and entrenched autonomous region of 
Kurdistan — with a population of three 
million — basically operates as a de facto 
independent state regardless of its osten-
sible status as part of Iraq .

Iraq’s central government in Baghdad, 
led by Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, has 
been powerless to impose its control over 
Kurdistan because it already has enough 
trouble coping with the never-ending ter-
rorist attacks of Sunni extremists, includ-
ing al-Qaeda, against the nominally Shiite 
coalition government led by al-Maliki .

Efforts by Baghdad to have federal 
military troops enter Kurdistan have re-
sulted in tense showdowns, even requir-
ing american officers to intercede during 
the period U .S . troops were still active in 
Iraq to prevent actual fighting between the 
federal forces and Kurdistan’s Peshmerga 
fighters (Peshmerga meaning those who 
confront death .)

In fact, Iraq’s Kurdistan clearly is being 
treated by non-Iraqis as if it were almost 
independent; several countries have es-
tablished representative offices there and 
investment has poured in from several 
arab and European countries . The capital, 
Erbil, is now served by direct commercial 
flights from abroad .

Even the Turkish government, which 
has opposed creation of an independent 
Kurdistan, primarily out of fear that this 
would work to the advantage of Turkey’s 
own Kurdish insurgents of the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK), has established 

relatively pragmatic relations with the 
government of Masoud Barzani in Iraq’s 
autonomous Kurdish region . The PKK 
has been carrying out a bloody insurgency 
since 1984, in which 40,000 to 45,000 re-
portedly have perished . 

In fact, Turkey is one of the biggest 
investors in Iraqi Kurdistan and a channel 
for the export of petroleum from oilfields 
controlled by Kurdistan against the wishes 
of the al-Maliki government in Baghdad . 
Turkey’s foreign minister, ahmet Davu-
toglu, has visited Erbil for talks with Bar-
zani and Turkey’s prime minister, Recep 
Tayipp Erdogan, even invited Barzani 
to visit Turkey, a prospect that was once 
unthinkable .

Nevertheless, Turkey’s concerns over 
developments in the Kurdish areas of 
Syria are a different matter .

The government of Prime Minister-

Erdogan is keenly aware that the most 
powerful of Kurdish groups in Syria, the 
Democratic Union Party, PYD, has close 
links with the PKK insurgents operating 
from their Kandil Mountain base in north-
ern Iraq . The PKK has increased attacks 
inside the Kurdish region in Eastern Tur-
key over the past year .

The fact that Masoud Barzani was 
able to get the PYD to join other smaller 
Kurdish groups in Syria in an alliance last 
summer made it possible for the Kurds to 
effectively replace the departing federal 
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Demonstrations in Istanbul after an F-16 
fighter bombed the Sirnak area, killing 36 
people in December 2011. 
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who are the Kurds?

The Kurds are an Ayran Islamic people 
who speak a dialect of Persian. They 
historically inhabited a region called 
Kurdistan in West Asia and the 
present-day Middle East. The majority 
of Kurds, most Sunnis, now live in 
areas of Turkey, Iraq, Syria and Iran, 
though small populations of Kurds can 
be found in Azerbaijan, Armenia and 
elsewhere, including 300,000 Kurds liv-
ing in Israel, who reportedly converted 
to Judaism. The Kurdish diaspora has 
spread throughout the world, many 
having emigrated to countries such as 
Canada. The Kurds have maintained 
their own culture and traditions for 
more than 3,000 years. 

 The Kurdish people, who number 
approximately 30 million, are one of 
the largest ethnic groups to never 
have had their own independent 
state, though Kurds living in Turkey 
and Iraq have been involved in upris-
ings seeking greater autonomy over 
the years. The Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party, PKK, in Turkey launched a 
major uprising in Eastern Turkey 
in 1994 which, so far, has caused 
the deaths of more than 40,000. 
Following the overthrow of the 
Baath regime led by Saddam Hussein 
in Iraq, the Kurdish population there 
established the Kurdistan autono-
mous administration which, while 
technically still part of Iraq, is now 
operating as a quasi-independent 
political entity. It has been frequently 
involved in clashes with Iraq’s central 
government. Kurds in Syria have 
indicated they will seek greater 
autonomy once the present regime 
of President Bashar al-Assad is over-
thrown.
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authorities in Kurdish regions . This is 
also worrisome for Turkey because of the 
PYD’s close relations with the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party fighting inside Turkey .

The Turkish authorities are already 
convinced that President assad is backing 
the PKK’s escalation of fighting in Turkey 
in retaliation for ankara aiding the Syrian 
opposition . There is also suspicion assad 
is somehow linked to clashes in aleppo 
Province between the PYD and the Free 
Syrian army .

a further complicating factor is that the 
Kurds themselves have also been divided 
by factionalism . In Iraq, former leader 
Saddam hussein was actually able to have 
rival Kurdish groups join him against their 
joint enemy, resulting in Kurds spilling the 
blood of fellow Kurds .

Barzani’s main rival, Jalal Talabani, cur-
rent leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurd-
istan (PUK), actually supported the PUK, 
aiding Saddam hussein in his 1966 attacks 
against Barzani . Paradoxically, to ensure 
the support of Iraqi Kurds, Prime Minister 
al-Maliki agreed to have Talabani accepted 
as president of Iraq . 

although Iraqi Kurds are mostly af-
filiated with the Sunni branch of Islam, the 
majority Sunnis have not been willing to 
accept the controversial Yazidi minority in 
their region . This has resulted in Yazidis 
being attacked and killed .

The Kurdish dream of one day estab-
lishing an independent Kurdish state from 
the Kurdish populations of Turkey, Iraq, 
Syria and Iran — armenia and azerbaijan 
also have Kurdish minorities — still re-
mains a distant goal . 

Nevertheless, the Kurds themselves 

are bitterly aware that such a homeland 
for the Kurds has always faced unrelent-
ing opposition from the four countries 
in which they are significant minorities, 
especially Turkey and Syria, where their 
basic rights have historically been denied . 
In Syria, even citizenship was denied to 
many Kurds .

In Turkey, for instance, authorities have 
refused, until recent years, to acknowl-
edge that there was a separate group 
known as Kurds . Instead, they were called 
Mountain Turks . They also were not al-
lowed to operate schools in the Kurdish 
language or radio or television in Kurdish . 
Kurds running for office in parliamentary 
elections were prohibited from identifying 
themselves as Kurdish . a Kurdish female 
deputy was imprisoned for addressing the 
Turkish parliament in Kurdish .

To his credit, once his Justice and De-
mocracy Party, aK, took power in 2002, 
Erdogan did make some initial efforts 
to permit greater use of the Kurdish lan-
guage in schools and the media, though 
in recent months the PKK’s escalation of 
attacks has undermined efforts to improve 
relations with the Kurdish population .

The most recent escalation of PKK at-
tacks within Turkey — along with a hun-
ger strike by imprisoned PKK militants 
— was linked to demands that Turkish 
authorities improve conditions for the 
PKK’s founder, abdullah Ocalan, who is 
imprisoned on the isolated island of Imrali 
without regular contact with outsiders, 
including his family . 

In November, Prime Minister Erdo-
gan said there was widespread support 
amongst Turkish citizens for reinstating 

the country’s death penalty, which was 
abolished in 2004 to meet requirements for 
ankara eventually to be admitted to the 
European Union . Some see this comment 
as an implied threat that his government 
wouldn’t be blackmailed into releasing 
Ocalan, as the PKK demanded . 

While many Kurds obviously would 
favour the eventual creation of an inde-
pendent Kurdistan, they realize existing 
governments in Turkey, Iraq, Syria, as well 
as Iran, simply have no intention of letting 
their Kurdish minorities establish Kurdish 
independence . (Interestingly, there are also 
reportedly between 300,000 and 500,000 
Kurds living in Turkish-speaking azerbai-
jan, some in critical positions, including 
the all-important petroleum industry .)

Such Kurdish independence would 
not only have highly negative economic 
consequences for existing governments, 
but also could open a Pandora’s box for 
other minorities in the immediate region 
and beyond .

and few countries would willingly 
accept losing part of their territory, regard-
less of the wishes of a significant propor-
tion of their population that insists on 
separating, as happened when Kosovo’s 
albanian-speaking majority proclaimed 
its unilateral independence . 

although Canadian governments have 
indicated they would accept the results of 
a referendum in which Quebecers voted 
by a clear and unequivocal majority to 
separate from Canada, other nations 
around the world would not tolerate such 
a separation, as graphically demonstrated 
by China’s refusal to tolerate indepen-
dence for Tibet or authentic autonomy for 
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Kurdish elders gather in Northern Iraq.
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the Turkish-speaking Uighurs in the Xinji-
ang autonomous Region .

In the case of Kosovo, even now, less 
than half of the United Nations’ 193 
members have recognized its indepen-
dence and five of the European Union’s 
27 nations have not recognized Kosovo 
either . One of them, Spain, is obviously 
concerned about the separatist movement 
in its own rich Catalonia region . 

The conflict in Syria vividly indicates 
just how fragile and tenuous many societ-
ies in the Middle East and North africa 
are when authoritarian and despotic lead-
ers are driven from power .

The overthrow of the alawite-con-
trolled regime of President Bashar al-
assad has been of particular concern 
because of the spillover onto neighbours, 
such as Jordan and Lebanon . Both have 
been extremely vulnerable because of their 
own deeply divided societies .

The fallout from the Syrian conflict was 
vividly demonstrated in October in Leba-
non when pro-assad Lebanese militias, 
predominantly Shiite or alawite, fought 
Sunni supporters of the Syrian opposition 
movement in Tripoli . 

Lebanon has always had to live with 
deep religious divisions, not just between 
Sunnis and Shiites, but also Christians 
and other minority sects . For its part, 
Syria has historically regarded Lebanon 
as part of Greater Syria, with Damascus 
constantly interfering in Lebanon’s affairs, 
even stationing 15,000 troops there dur-
ing Lebanon’s bloody 1975-1990 civil war . 
Syria only withdrew its troops in 2005 
following international pressure after the 
assassination of Lebanese prime minister 
Rafic hariri, whose murder is blamed on 
Syria and hezbollah .

What happens in Lebanon in the post-
assad period could have profound and 
extremely dangerous repercussions for 
Lebanon’s continued stability . The assassi-
nation in October of its interior minister is 
indicative of the tenuous situation in that 
violence-plagued nation .

 The spillover effect of the Syrian fight-
ing also has the potential to destabilize 
the situation in Jordan, which has been 
swamped by more than 100,000 Syrians 
fleeing the conflict, creating incredible 
strain on the tiny nation, including the 
pro-Western hashemite monarchy led by 
King abdullah .

Until recent times, King abdullah could 
normally count on the loyal support of 
Jordan’s traditional Bedouin tribes, whose 
leaders’ continued goodwill rests on the 
various advantages granted them by the 
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king . Their loyalty has been critically 
important because half of Jordan’s popula-
tion is Palestinian, most of whom are op-
posed to King abdullah’s moderate policy 
towards Israel .

Tribal support can no longer be taken 
for granted . Some of the more important 
tribal groups have been demanding major 
constitutional changes . anti-Israeli senti-
ment has also increased, with one of the 
largest tribes disowning a prominent tribe 
member for agreeing to be Jordan’s am-
bassador to Tel aviv .

In such an increasingly uncertain time 
for Syria and its neighbours, some fear 
the situation could deteriorate to the point 
where Syria itself could fragment, with 
some regions, including the areas peopled 
by Kurds, seeking to undermine the cen-
tralized control and power of Damascus . 
Others hypothesize that in a worst-case 
scenario, the minority alawites, rather 
than accept domination and potential 
threats to their very lives from a trium-
phant Sunni majority, might withdraw to 
the traditional homeland of many alawi-
tes in the antakya region along the Medi-
terranean coast, effectively dismembering 
that region from the rest of Syria . 

as questionable as that might seem 

to outsiders, during the early stages of 
France’s mandate over Syria following the 
Ottoman defeat in the First World War, the 
French established six autonomous ad-
ministrations in what eventually became 
Syria . Regional power bases and tribal 
loyalties still remain strong .

To complicate matters further, the civil 
war in Syria has become a magnet that 
attracts a plethora of militants and extrem-
ists from numerous backgrounds and 
movements, including seasoned fighters 
from such places as Kosovo, Chechnya 
and beyond, not to mention al-Qaeda . 
and each comes with competing goals 
and a sense of its own righteousness .

There is fear that the increasing pres-
ence of so many dubious groups, particu-
larly Jihadists, many funded by Islamist 
organizations or fundamentalist-inclined 
arab governments, introduces even 
greater uncertainty over where Syria will 
be heading . This is especially so once there 
no longer is any single powerful force in 
place to keep the lid on the totally unpre-
dictable and dangerous developments that 
may be unleashed .

It also must be borne in mind that even 
though Bashar al-assad’s father terrorized 
the Muslim Brotherhood into submis-

sion when he systematically destroyed its 
stronghold in the city of hama in 1982, 
reportedly killing nearly 30,000, the fun-
damentalist-minded Brotherhood remains 
a force to be reckoned with in Syria and 
many of its members will want revenge on 
their oppressors .

It’s precisely because of understandable 
concerns over Syria’s deeply divided soci-
ety that many have called for some form 
of outside intervention in Syria, whether 
by the United Nations, NaTO or others 
to contain an even greater conflagration 
within Syria and beyond its borders .

In such an unstable and unpredictable 
environment, the future of groups such 
as Syria’s Kurds is far from clear . Nor is 
the future of present-day Syria itself . as 
one Jihadist extremist bluntly expressed 
it, Jihadists are not fighting in Syria for de-
mocracy or simply the removal of Bashar 
al-assad . They are fighting for the imposi-
tion of Sharia Law and the establishment 
of an Islamic Caliphate, in which democ-
racy and elections are alien concepts .  

harry Sterling, a former diplomat, is an 
Ottawa-based commentator . he served 
in Turkey and writes regularly on Middle 
East issues .
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Many Canadians cling to Cana-
da’s past international reputa-
tion as a broker of peace, as an 

important middle power and as a protec-
tor of human rights . These sentiments 
stem from as far back as the 1950s, when 
then foreign minister Lester Pearson won 
the Nobel Peace Prize for defusing the 
Suez Crisis . Yet we also have more recent 
interventions and contributions to peace 
and security for which to be proud . 

Canadian Lawyers for International 
human Rights (CLaIhR) is dedicated to 
encouraging the pursuit of these objec-
tives .

CLaIhR represents Canadian lawyers 
and students interested in international 
human rights . We promote and protect 
these rights within Canada and in rela-
tion to Canada’s actions abroad . While 
there are many larger organizations that 
deal with human rights abuses around the 
world, CLaIhR is the only Canadian or-
ganization to focus its energies exclusively 
on issues that arise within Canada, relate 
to its residents, or by Canadians abroad . 

Over the years, CLaIhR has been 
involved in many initiatives, such as send-
ing Canadian lawyers into the refugee 
camps of Western Sahara, where they 
assisted the peace process . It has also 
worked with rights-based organizations in 
South and Central america . CLaIhR has 
also helped Canadian law students pursue 
human rights internships abroad . It is also 
active in litigating cases involving inter-
national human rights and international 
crimes . 

For example, in 2011, CLaIhR suc-
cessfully made arguments at the Supreme 
Court of Canada in a case that has the 
potential to assist victims of torture who 
are attempting to hold their tormentors 
accountable in Canadian courts . CLaIhR 
will also be intervening in early 2013 in 
the Quebec Court of appeal in a case 
involving the first prosecution and convic-
tion under the Crimes against humanity 
and War Crimes act . 

In this case, the defendant, Desiré Mun-
yaneza, was a key perpetrator of the 1994 
Rwandan genocide in one of Rwanda’s 
prefectures (provinces) . One of the charges 
was related to his involvement in the mass 
slaughter of 500 Tutsi civilians who had 
been seeking shelter in a church . Mun-

yaneza was found guilty of the charges 
and sentenced to life imprisonment . he 
has appealed the conviction and sentence 
and CLaIhR has been granted status as 
an intervener in this appeal .

as an organization run exclusively by 
volunteers, CLaIhR devotes most of its 
energies to educating the public, lawyers, 
students and judges on issues relating to 
international human rights . In October, 
CLaIhR completed a symposium com-
memorating the 10th anniversary of the 
Responsibility to Protect doctrine (R2P) . 
This doctrine was spearheaded by the Ca-
nadian delegation to the United Nations 
in 2001 and was put to the test with the 
recent military intervention in Libya . 

The Responsibility to Protect doctrine 
attempts to strike an appropriate bal-
ance between state sovereignty and the 
protection of vulnerable people . It also 
emphasizes the use of non-military means 
to reach peace before the big guns are 
brought to bear . This doctrine is arguably 
the most important contribution Canada 

has made to international affairs since the 
Suez Crisis . 

To commemorate this, CLaIhR hosted 
two sold-out events, starting in 2011 with 
an evening with Michael Ignatieff, who 
was part of the Canadian delegation to the 
UN when the doctrine was formulated, 
and concluding with a panel discussion 
with senators Roméo Dallaire and art 
Eggleton and former MP Martha hall 
Findlay . The panellists covered issues 
such as child soldiers, Canada’s role in 
the NaTO action in Kosovo in 1999 and 
whether regime change should even enter 
the discussion of the R2P at all .

In 2013, CLaIhR will continue with the 
public education and advocacy campaigns 
it has started to encourage debate and 
policy decisions . 

Jillian Siskind is the president of 
CLaIhR . For more information on CLaI-
hR’s work or to get involved, please visit 
the website at www .claihr .ca and follow 
them on Twitter @CLaIhR .

canadian lawyers go to court for human rights 
By Jillian Siskind

Canadian Lawyers for International Human Rights has sent Canadians lawyers into refugee 
camps in Western Sahara, where they assisted in the peace process. 
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The Canadian Music Competition 
(CMC) was the beneficiary of two 
unique fundraisers in the fall, both 

hosted by diplomats . 
In October, outgoing British high 

Commissioner andrew Pocock and his 
wife, Julie, hosted a cocktail reception at 
Earnscliffe for music fans who get to enjoy 
a diplomat’s hospitality and appreciate 
hearing young people perform beauti-
ful music . The competitors, in turn, get 
a chance to practise their pieces and per-
form in front of others . 

In November, C .K . Liu, Taiwan’s rep-
resentative in Canada through the Taipei 
Economic and Cultural Office (Taiwan’s 
equivalent of an embassy in countries 
with a one-China policy), hosted a buffet 
dinner .  

Gilberte LeClerc is married to a former 
Canadian diplomat and she came up with 
the idea of the fundraising event a few 
years ago . Several diplomatic missions 
have participated, some of them, such as 
Taiwan, more than once . The CMC sells 
tickets — $60 per person — and, aside 
from the expense of bringing instruments, 
such as a piano, to the residence, print-
ing programs and buying flowers for the 
participants, all proceeds go to the com-
petition . 

“It’s appreciated very much,” Ms 
LeClerc said of the generosity of diplo-
mats .

For Mr . Liu, it was a chance to meet 
60 members of Ottawa’s music-loving 

community and share some of Taiwan’s 
culture at the same time . 

“We’ve been sponsoring this kind of 
activity for a decade,” Mr . Liu said . “We 
gain a great friendship and we are able to 
provide a platform for young musicians to 
practise, but also to cultivate a relationship 
with Taiwan . The more people understand 
my country, the more they will care about 
it .” 

at the Taiwanese event, ticket-buyers 
were treated to cocktails and a dinner fea-
turing Chinese food . Three young music 

students, including one young woman 
whose ancestry is Taiwanese and who 
came all the way from New Brunswick for 
the opportunity, performed before dinner . 

“It was the biggest event I’ve hosted 
here yet,” said Mr . Liu, who arrived in 
Canada last summer .

Mr . Liu said his mission is happy to 
consider hosting fundraisers for NGOs or 
charities in need . 

“If an NGO or charity is looking for a 
location, we’re more than happy to pro-
vide one,” he said .  D

Fostering global friendship through music

Dr. Chih-Kung Liu, representative of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Canada, and 
his wife Huey-Pyng Liu, right, hosted a fundraising dinner that featured the music of violin-
ist Maria Kristic, left, among others.
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Since the emergence of the BRIC as 
a group to be reckoned with in the 
global economy, Brazil’s economic, 

social, political and diplomatic actions 
have drawn added attention from govern-
ments, think tanks and the media . Not 
being a military power (it has no nuclear 
weapons), unlike most of its BRIC part-
ners (Russia, China and India), Brazil’s 
profile has, nonetheless, risen as a player 
capable of influencing the outcomes of 
negotiations or giving an authoritative 
voice on many important issues . In that 
sense, Brazil’s stances and actions on 
international issues have qualified it as a 
soft power . 

In fact, Brazil’s participation in mul-
tilateral and regional institutions and in 
bilateral initiatives has been recognized 
as instrumental in enabling decisions and 
steering the discussions towards balanced 
results . Such capacity can be attributed, 
first, to the rise in Brazil’s economic 
standing . 

Today it is the 6th largest economy in 
the world . It is a major producer and ex-
porter of various agricultural and mineral 
commodities . It has a diversified economy 
and industrial base and is becoming a 
major energy producer . These economic 
assets attracted US$67 billion of foreign 
direct investments [FDI] in 2011, making 
Brazil the second largest recipient of FDI 
among developing countries, after China . 

Second, the country has made large 
strides domestically in addressing long-
standing problems of income inequal-
ity, poor social indicators, human rights 
and political instability . The persistence 
of those problems had impaired the 

country’s profile 
in world affairs 
and the  pros -
pects for its eco-
nomic growth . 
The solutions 
that Brazil has 
found in  ad-
dressing those 
problem areas 
have enhanced 
i t s  i n t e r n a -
tional reputa-
tion and made 
it a valuable 

interlocutor in major discussions . 
Much of the country’s recent economic 

development can be credited to policies 
that have improved social inclusion . This 
has been achieved by, among others: bet-
ter access to education, real increases in 
the minimum wage, credit expansion to 
consumers, universal access to health 
services, universal coverage of social se-
curity benefits and the implementation 
of conditional cash transfers, such as the 
Bolsa Família, a social welfare program 
aimed at those at the bottom of the income 
pyramid . 

Though Brazil still has a long way to 
go in establishing a socially just society, it 
has been successful in improving certain 
social indicators . It has reached the first 
and fourth of the UN Millennium Devel-
opment Goals, respectively, halving the 
population ratio living on less than one 
dollar a day, and making a two-thirds 
reduction in child mortality . about 30 
million to 40 million people have been lif-
ted out of poverty and have become part 
of the middle-class in the last decade . 

More important, the lowest strata of the 
population has seen its income raised at a 
higher rate than that of the top echelons 
on the social chart . 

Third, Brazil has shown greater ca-
pacity to articulate positions in various 
international negotiations and to influ-
ence their outcome, as well as to promote 
bilateral or regional initiatives . In the 
WTO Doha Round, for instance, Brazil 
has played a critical role in creating a third 
force in the negotiations on agriculture . 
It has also helped strengthen the hand of 
developing countries in withstanding the 
pressures from developed countries that 

could have demanded higher concessions 
from their developing counterparts, par-
ticularly when it comes to other sectors 
under negotiation (tariffs and services, for 
example) . 

Brazil’s foreign policy has of late shown 
a new facet . It has evolved from the tra-
ditional position of strict observance of 
the principles of non-intervention and 
national sovereignty to also comprise 
that of “non-indifference .” Following this 
principle, Brazil has fostered peaceful 
settlement of disputes, reconciliation and 
acceptance of different political perspec-
tives . In 2010, it joined hands with Turkey 
to convince Iran to agree to exchange en-
riched uranium, thus ensuring the civilian 
purposes of the Iranian nuclear program . 
Though immediately superseded by the 
UN Security Council resolution authoriz-

brazil’s rise as a ‘soft power’ on the world stage 
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ing sanctions against Iran, the Turkish-
Brazilian endeavours have remained 
a positive attempt at peace by middle 
powers and have given some leeway for 
further negotiations between Iran and the 
P5+1 (China, France, Russia, U .K ., the U .S . 
and Germany .) 

In the Latin-american region, Brazil 
has presented itself as a staunch advo-
cate of democracy and solidarity . It has 
championed strengthening regional insti-
tutions . It has also opposed coups d’états 
perpetrated or attempted against constitu-
tionally elected presidents in some Latin-
american countries . also, it has joined 
forces with other countries of the region 
to put an end to the unjustifiable embargo 
to which Cuba is subjected . In haiti, Brazil 
has assisted haitians to keep their recon-
quered democracy, to consolidate political 
stability and to restore conditions for sus-
tained development by means of bilateral 
and multilateral co-operation with the 
United Nations and other partners, such 
as India, South africa, Cuba and Canada . 

In africa, Brazil has led the UN Peace-
building Commission talks on Guinea-
Bissau and the efforts of the international 
community to bring peace and stability to 
that Portuguese-speaking african country . 

Likewise, it has expanded its co-operation 
to help many african countries improve 
their agriculture, education and health, 
and has set up strategic partnerships with 
angola and South africa .

On the environment, Brazil has played 
a prominent role in negotiations on cli-
mate change . In joining South africa, India 
and China to form what’s known as the 
BaSIC group of countries, it has helped 
to avoid a demands for disproportion-
ately higher commitments from emerg-
ing countries in terms of CO2 emission 
reductions at the Copenhagen Conference 
in 2009 . Brazilian leadership was also key 
in arriving at the consensus document on 
sustainable development adopted at last 
summer’s Rio+20 Conference . attended 
by 45,000 official and non-governmental 
delegates, the event brought together, for 
the first time, governments, civil society 
and the private sector in agreement on 
the summit’s main objective, namely: a 
plan that commits all to the eradication of 
poverty as an imperative element of sus-
tainable development . It also highlighted 
sustainable development to stakeholders 
when they were making decisions on eco-
nomic, social and environmental issues . 

Brazil reasons that the concerns and 

interests of the international community 
will be better addressed by strengthening 
multilateral and regional institutions . This 
explains its active participation in discus-
sions pertaining to, among other things, 
the environment, trade, law of the sea, dis-
armament and human rights . In addition, 
it believes that multilateral and regional 
efforts can more adequately ensure inter-
national peace and security and provide 
legitimacy and efficacy to the resolution 
of conflicts . 

That is why Brazil continues to call 
for reform to the United Nations Security 
Council, with the inclusion of new perma-
nent and non-permanent members . Such 
change is necessary to make the Council 
more representative and its decisions 
more legitimate and efficient in reflecting 
the views of a wider and more geographi-
cally diversified spectrum of the interna-
tional community .

In conclusion, Brazil, emboldened by a 
growing economy, a more socially inclu-
sive society and an ability to broker con-
structive diplomatic initiatives, has raised 
its profile in all global and regional fora, 
and has become an important partner in 
the quest for solutions to the main issues 
of the contemporary world . D
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Frantz Liautaud is Haiti’s first ambassador 
to Canada in five years. The son of a 
diplomat, he comes to diplomacy from the 
world of business. Prior to his appoint-

ment as ambassador, he was president 
of the Haitian-Canadian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. The 
former property developer — has a 
civil engineering degree from the 
School of Public Works in Paris and 
also studied at the University of 
California in Los Angeles. He feels 
his business background should 
provide a big hint about why 
Haitian President Michel Martelly 
(“Sweet Micky”) nominated him 
to head up the Canadian mission. 
He spoke with Diplomat's editor, 
Jennifer Campbell.

Diplomat magazine: You’re the 
first ambassador from haiti in a 
long time . Why the large gap? 
Frantz liautaud: Every haitian, and 

certainly a lot of the diplomatic 
people here, are asking why . The 

former president — President [René] 
Préval — never nominated any ambas-
sadors anywhere . So if you were ambas-
sador, you stayed there . he would have 
recalled one or two, which he did when he 
came back into power in 2006 . he recalled 
the person who was my predecessor, Mr . 
[Robert] Tippenhauer . So when I came 
and presented my credentials, I was re-
placing Mr . Tippenhauer, who left Ottawa 
five years ago . 

dm: So Mr . Préval had a policy of not ap-
pointing ambassadors? 
Fl: Well, yeah . By our constitution, the 
president nominates the ambassador, 
but it has to be ratified by a special com-
mission in the Senate, which interviews 
candidates . Very often, this is a matter of 
negotiation between the executive and 
the legislative branch of government . Mr . 
Préval didn’t want to subject himself to 
that kind of wheeling and dealing, so it 
was status quo . 

he wouldn’t handle his foreign policy 
through the ambassadors accredited in 
each country . he communicated with 
foreign countries through their representa-
tive in haiti . It’s unconventional . The idea 

of having a diplomatic relationship is that 
I send a representative and you send one . 

dm: are you a political appointee? 
Fl: You could say that because I’m not a 
career diplomat, but the notion of a po-
litical appointee isn’t very well known in 
haiti . I was the president of the haitian-
Canadian Chamber of Commerce and 
President Martelly and his prime minis-
ter [Laurent Lamothe], wanted to focus 
their diplomacy on trade and commercial 
exchanges, investing into haiti . and they 
were looking for people who had the 
ability to promote that kind of idea . 

I’m not as young as I look, probably 
— I’m 71 years old . My father was a diplo-
mat, he was the first ambassador of haiti 
in Washington . he passed away when I 
was very young, but my mother remar-
ried and her second husband was also 
a diplomat . I got used to the diplomatic 
circles . as a teenager, I was in Spain with 
my stepfather when he was posted there 
and besides my professional career, I was 
very much involved with sports in haiti . 
I was a member of the Olympic commit-
tee and president of the tennis federation 
and I’ve been involved in regional sports 
organizations . 

dm: how important is Canada to haiti? 
Fl: It’s probably the most important 
country to haiti and has been for a long 
time . Diplomatic relations with Canada 
are almost 50 years old, but since the 
turn of the century, Canada has really 
stepped up its involvement and right 
now, I would say Canada is probably the 
second biggest supplier of support to the 
haitian government . [In 2010/11, Canada 
sent $252 .94 million in development aid 
to haiti . The U .S . provided $380 .3 million 
in development aid in 2011 and $357 .2 
million in 2012 .] 

For a number of years, afghanistan and 
haiti were the two major countries receiv-
ing Canadian aid and with the drop of 
afghanistan, we became the first country 
for Canada . So it’s important for Canada 
and therefore very important for us, too . 

dm: as your background is business, is 
it one of the priorities of your tenure in 
Canada? 
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Fl: as I explained, that’s the new haitian 
government’s priority . haiti needs to put 
haitians to work so that it can jumpstart 
its economy . Through the past 20 years 
of political traumas and embargoes and 
what have you, haitian capital has been 
depleted totally . So we’re not able to raise 
from within what it takes to jumpstart the 
economy . 

Now that we’ve had elections, there’s 
some kind of political stability . There’s 
no economic development anywhere 
in the world if you don’t have political 
stability . But that’s not enough . You need 
the capital to do it . We know that haiti 
offers opportunities in many areas . In 
the late ’40s and early ’50s, haiti was one 
of the five biggest tourist destinations in 
the Caribbean, next to Cuba and Puerto 
Rico . People barely knew about Jamaica 
and Dominican Republic back then . In 
1954, Port-au-Prince was celebrating its 
250th anniversary and at the same time, 
it was the 150th anniversary of our inde-
pendence . In the Bay of Port-au-Prince, 
there would be five or six cruise ships . 
Then, we had the Duvalier regime, that 
started in ’57 and haiti was wiped off 

the tourist map [because of the political 
situation .]

haiti was back on the map in the early 
’80s with Canadian tourism from Quebec 
because of the language association . Then 
we had the hIV problem — they linked it 
to haiti . They later retracted it, but it was 
too late . In 1986, they overthrew the dicta-
torship, but haiti, ever since, has gone into 
a long period of political instability . Tour-
ism shied away . 

But the beaches are there and we have 
the historical aspect . We were the first 
black independent country in the whole 
world and there’s all the history tied up 
with that . It’s the second place that Chris-
topher Columbus landed . Then you have 
the whole French colonization aspect of 
our history, our war of independence in 
1903 . Then the americans occupied haiti 
for 15 or 16 years . There’s a bad and good 
side to that . 

People will be overwhelmed by the 
power of history in haiti . Tourism has 
been a priority and now we have a min-
ister of tourism . her name is Stephanie 
Villedrouin and she’s super dynamic . 
She was in Montreal recently and I saw 

her talking to the biggest tour operator 
in the city . Within one hour, she had the 
president of the company convinced that 
in 2013, they will include haiti on their 
tourist destination list . 

dm: What about trade? 
Fl: In the horror of the January 2012 
earthquake, the capital city, Port-au-
Prince, was 80-per-cent destroyed . So you 
have huge opportunities for rebuilding . 
Infrastructure is still very important . To 
develop tourism, you have to continue 
the work that was done by the previous 
president .  

With the mining industry, there are a lot 
of talks, a lot of prospecting and explora-
tion has gone on in the northern part of 
haiti and we have just about reached the 
point where we should go into mining in 
copper, gold and so on . What is needed 
to get to that step is to modernize the leg-
islation in haiti and we’re in the process 
of doing that, and to make sure that the 
proper protocol of agreement is reached 
between these companies and the state so 
that we take lessons from what was done 
well elsewhere . 
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Haiti’s presidential palace partly collapsed in the January 2010 earthquake. 
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dm: What about agriculture? 
Fl: If you want to have tourism, you 
have to develop agriculture . haiti is a 
country of mountains . [Traditionally], we 
produced sugar cane and coffee and that 
was it . We still export a little bit of coffee; 
sugar cane has more or less disappeared . 
Modernized agriculture to feed a strong 
tourist industry would give a lot of op-
portunities to people . I know Canada 
is working very closely with the IICa 
(Inter-american Institute for Cooperation 
on agriculture) . They are very much in-
volved in developing agriculture in haiti . 
Less than a year ago, there was a sizable 
fund allocated to promote agriculture 
entrepreneurs . 

dm: Citizens of your country continue to 
endure extreme poverty . What does Presi-
dent Martelly intend to do about that? 
Fl: Last October/November, we were 
declared the most impoverished country 
in the world . [The average per capita an-
nual income, according to the CIA World 
Factbook is $1,200 . The unemployment 
rate is an estimated 40 percent [though 
more than 66 percent of the working 
population is either unemployed or 
underemployed .] You’re dealing with a 
high-density (population of 9 .8 million), 
a low level of education, plus the rate of 
unemployment . These are priorities for 
President Martelly . That’s why I’m here . I 
want to attract investors . 

dm: he appointed you quickly after the 
election, didn’t he? 
Fl: I was among the first four ambas-
sadors he appointed . I think it was im-
portant to get someone here because he 

felt it was unjust that you didn’t have an 
ambassador for so long .
 
dm: What will he do to tackle this poverty? 
Fl: attract investment . Lack of education 
is a problem for any impoverished coun-
try and education was the first priority of 
President Martelly . When he was running 
for president, he said he knew of half a 
million haitians who had never set foot 
in a classroom . his first decision was to 
develop a program to get these kids off 
the street and into a classroom . 

This program now has more than a mil-
lion young kids in it . That doesn’t mean 
it will solve all the problems . Getting 
them in the classroom is one thing . Giv-
ing them quality education is something 
else . a lot of effort’s being expended to 
try to revamp the education system from 
the bottom to the top . There is a protocol 
that was signed between six haitian uni-
versities and six Canadian universities . 
They’ve agreed to work together to revise 
the structure of higher education . This is a 
good step as well . 

Haiti’s new president, Michel Martelly, is focussed on attracting investment to his country. 
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President Martelly and the government 
team understand that you have to attract 
people back into haiti . You have to attract 
the diaspora back . They left for economic 
and political reasons . I feel that part of my 
mandate is to make sure the relationship 
between the embassy and the haitian 
nationals living in Canada is as good as 
it can be . It wasn’t in the past because 
during the hard time of the dictatorship, 
people were leaving because of political 
reasons . Even after 1986, that attitude lin-
gered on for a very long time . habits are 
difficult to set in, but very difficult to set 
out . But so far, my experience getting in 
touch with haitians here has been a very 
good one . They like the fact that I’m com-
ing to them . 

dm: Can you tell Canadians what hap-
pens to the aid money we send there? 
Fl: First, I don’t know one haitian who 
didn’t recognize the actions of Canada 
for haiti have always been well inten-
tioned — and usually in areas that were 
very much needed, such as education . 
The problem, not just with Canada, is 
at the time that haiti needed most the 
solidarity of the international countries, 

the decision was made that because the 
state was weak, because the structures 
of the state were non-existent, they by-
passed the government structures and 
most of the aid was channelled through 
NGOs with no co-ordination, one with 
the other . Canada always tried to at least 
get the blessing of a ministry or some 
element of government, but the work is 
not conceived so that you can make sure 
what you started is finished . This is an 
adjustment that needs to be made . I know 
President Martelly is driving that idea . 
It’s a matter of trust and trust is not very 
easy to come by when you have a past 
history that gives reason to be skeptical . 
But the past is the past . 

dm: Can you talk about Michaëlle Jean’s 
connection to haiti? 
Fl: Let me tell you about my own experi-
ence . She became governor general at 
the same time as President Préval was 
elected . They had the same five-year term 
[by coincidence .] On one of her first trips 
abroad, she came to haiti in May 2006 
for the inauguration of President Préval . 
I was president of the haitian-Canadian 
chamber of commerce and I organized 

breakfast in one of the big hotels in haiti . 
There were about 500 people in atten-
dance . I introduced her and after her 
speech, of the 500 people in attendance, 
there wasn’t one dry face in that hall . 
When she finished, the prime minister 
stood up and said “I really have nothing 
to say .” he sat down and was applauded 
for 10 minutes . he was well known as 
someone who, when he started talking, 
he would never stop!

That was her first trip and I think she 
made one or two more .
 
dm: What did she talk about that was so 
moving? 
Fl: She talked about her relationship with 
haiti, how we have to break with bad 
habits of the past, how haitians have to 
get together . Things that everyone says, 
but no one says it the way she did . She 
really has a way of talking to people . I 
made a few missions to Canada while I 
was president of the chamber and on one 
or two occasions, I had the honour to see 
her at Rideau hall .

She has a way to communicate her 
passion for haiti that no one has . She was 
a very good ambassador for Canada as 
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Haitians wait for water and supplies being delivered by helicopters as part of relief efforts in Haiti after the 2010 earthquake
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governor general . When I was nominated 
for this job, I met a businessman who was 
in Nigeria when she visited . Even the local 
officials talked about how incredible she 
was . he said no one ever mobilized so 
many people . No matter where she went, 
you find people who are fans . 

dm: One more question: how is the re-
building going in Port-au-Prince? 
Fl: When I left Port-au-Prince on March 
22, 2012, we still had more than a million 
people in tents . I went back on a business 
mission organized by EDC [Economic 
Development Canada] and DFaIT [De-

partment of Foreign affairs and Interna-
tional Trade] and I was there to receive 
the mission . There were about 18 busi-
ness people exploring possibilities . and 
when I landed back in Port-au-Prince, I 
saw a difference, in the good sense . 

Things are moving . When you are 
[there all the time], you don’t see it, but 
things are moving . In early January 2012, 
[former CIDa minister Bev] Oda came for 
the anniversary of the earthquake . Before 
she left, she signed a protocol in which 
Canada allocated $20 million to solve the 
tent problems around the palace . The plan 
was, that over 12 months, we should be 
able to solve the problem .

In July, almost all the tents were cleaned 
— certainly around the palace — and it 
was almost six months ahead of schedule . 
Why? It was one program that was chan-
nelled through the government to the ex-
ecutive . We can make better use of our 
Canadian dollars by working through 
proper protocol with the government . D
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Michaëlle Jean, special envoy to Haiti for 
UNESCO, visits Haiti in 2011. 
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By Dienne H. Moehario 
Ambassador of Indonesia

in its relations with Canada, Indone-
sia’s priority is enhancing bilateral 
relations between our two countries . 

The year 2012 was an important one be-
cause Indonesia and Canada celebrated 
the 60th anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions, in October 2012 . The spirit of the 
celebration was maintained throughout 
the year . 

highlighting the anniversary was the 
joint declaration by Canada and Indone-
sia, which promises to enhance bilateral 
consultations . It was signed in Ottawa in 
august by Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Marty M . Natalegawa and his Canadian 
counterpart, John Baird . In addition, 
there was the signing of the joint decla-
ration between the Indonesia-Canada 
Parliamentary Friendship Group and the 
Canada-Indonesia Parliamentary Friend-
ship Group in Quebec City on Oct . 24, and 
the visit of the 59-year-old Indonesian tall 
ship, Dewaruci, in St . John’s, Nfld . in July . 
The vessel drew close to 700 locals who 
came to tour it .

Indonesia and Canada continue to 
strengthen their educational co-operation . 
Several memorandums of understanding 
were signed in 2012, namely a memoran-
dum of understanding on health sciences 
and English teacher training between 
the Ministry of health of the Republic of 
Indonesia and CEGEP John abbott Col-
lege; a memorandum of understanding 
on higher education and arts co-operation, 
between the Indonesia Institute of the 
arts, Yogyakarta and CEGEP John abbott 
College, in Sainte-anne-de-Bellevue; and 
a memorandum of understanding on edu-
cation, tourism and event management, 
between Sekolah Tinggi Pariwisata Band-
ung and CEGEP John abbott College .

Bilateral trade remains central to the 

relationship . The trade figures between 
Indonesia and Canada have shown a posi-
tive trend in recent years . In the last three 
years, Indonesia’s exports to Canada to-
taled $1 billion (2009), $1 .26 billion (2010) 
and $1 .43 billion (2011) — all in Canadian 
dollars . Likewise, Indonesia’s imports 
from Canada were $970 million (2009), 
$1 .06 billion (2010) and $1 .64 billion (2011) . 
The main goods imported by Indonesia 
from Canada are fertilizers, wheat, wood 
pulp, chemical products and aircraft . 
Indonesia’s main exports to Canada are 
natural rubber, textile-related products, 
furniture, electronic parts and coffee . 

Some Canadian companies are doing 
well in Indonesia, but I expect to see more 
as trade between Indonesia and Canada 
has abundant potential to be further 
developed . Indonesia sees Canada as an 
important market for various Indonesian 
products, such as rubber-based products, 
garments, agricultural products, comput-
ers and accessories, furniture, medical in-
struments, electronics and jewelry, which 
I believe can meet or even exceed the 
requirements of Canadian users . Likewise, 
Indonesia is a huge market for Canadian 
goods and services . With a population of 
more than 250 million people and an in-
creasing middle class, Indonesia is a mar-
ket on which to focus . The current GDP 
per capita stands at approximately $3,500 
and the Indonesian government expects 

it will increase to between $14,250 and 
$15,500 in 2025 . Meanwhile, the current 
GDP is approximately $855 billion and is 
expected to reach between $4 trillion and 
$4 .5 trillion by 2025 .

Indonesia is a resource-rich country like 
Canada . Indonesia has an abundance of 
renewable (agricultural products) and un-
renewable (mining and minerals) natural 
resources . Since 2010, Indonesia has been 
one of the world’s major producers of a 
broad range of commodities . It is the larg-
est producer and exporter of palm oil in 
the world . It is the world’s second-largest 
producer of cocoa and tin . For nickel and 
bauxite, it ranks 4th and 7th respectively 
in the world’s reserves . It is also one of the 
largest producers of steel, copper, rubber 
and fishery products . 

Indonesia is a sprawling archipelago 
and the government puts great impor-
tance on developing the nation . The 
Indonesian government introduced a 
“masterplan for the acceleration and ex-
pansion of economic development 2011-
2015,” known in the Indonesian acronym 
as MP3EI . It provides the building blocks 
to transform Indonesia into one of the 10 
major economies in the world by 2025 . To 
achieve this, economic growth must reach 
between 7 and 9 percent per year on an 
ongoing basis . 

The implementation of MP3EI includes 
eight programs, that consist of 22 main 
economic activities, including ICT, ship-
ping, animal husbandry, mining, fishery, 
food and agriculture, tourism and trans-
portation equipment . These economic 
activities provide investment opportuni-
ties for Canadian companies . It is my wish 
that Canadian companies will be one of 
major sources of foreign investment in 
Indonesia . It is important to note that In-
donesia’s Investment Law No . 25 of 2007 
guarantees equal treatment to foreign and 
domestic investors; and investors shall be 
granted the rights to transfer and repatri-
ate in foreign currencies . To conclude, 
Indonesia and Canada are ready to take 
further steps in deepening and widen-
ing economic, trade and investment ties, 
and promoting educational and cultural 
exchanges as well as people-to-people 
interaction .

Dienne h . Moehario is ambassador of In-
donesia in Canada . Reach her at dubes@
indonesia-ottawa .org or 613-724-1100 .

indonesia and canada: boosting relations

Indonesia’s capital, Jakarta, at dusk. 
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By Thordur Aegir Oskarsson
Ambassador of Iceland

four years ago, Iceland became the 
first victim of the global recession 
that was starting to crawl over the 

globe . The situation was magnified due to 
the recklessness of the domestic banking 
sector . GDP fell by 10 percent; the krona 
(Iceland’s currency) was depreciated by 
50 percent; unemployment surged from 
1 to more than 10 percent and inflation 
jumped to more than 18 percent .

But happily, after drastic economic 
measures and an agreement with the IMF, 
Iceland is well on its way to full recovery 
and has graduated from the IMF program 
with solid marks . 

Today, the country’s efficiently man-
aged fishery provides 40 percent of export 
revenues . Renewable energy sources, 
together with resource-based industries 
such as aluminum production, earn 35 
percent of export revenues . Tourism, Ice-
land’s most promising industry, thanks 
to world-famous volcano Eyjafjallajökull, 
made an unparalleled leap forward, pro-
ducing 25 percent of export revenues . 

Economic indicators also show solid 
promise . Growth in 2012 is expected to 
exceed 3 percent, with similar results pre-
dicted for 2013 . The unemployment rate is 
down to 4 .5 percent and the inflation rate 
hovers between 4 and 5 percent .

Iceland, with a population of 320,000 
and a landmass the size of Newfound-
land, must make its economic and trade 
relations with other countries a priority . 

My country is a member of all major 
multilateral organizations (UN, NaTO, 
OSCE, OECD and WTO) and, along with 
Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland, 
it is part of the European Single Market 
through the European Economic area 
agreement (1994) . Negotiations for EU 
membership are under way and Iceland 

is a member of the European Free Trade 
association (again with Liechtenstein, 
Norway and Switzerland) that concluded 
a Free Trade agreement with Canada in 
2009, one that will soon be updated to in-
clude financial services . 

Trade between Iceland and Canada is 
currently sparse . In 2011, only 0 .43 percent 
of Iceland’s total exports went to Canada 
($20 .7 million .) For the same year, Cana-
da’s share of the total imports by Iceland 
was 1 .25 percent ($51 .2 million .) 

about half of 2011’s exports to Canada 
were fisheries products — lobster, pollock 
and cod . The other half were manufac-
tured goods, fishing gear, high-tech ma-
chinery for food processing and bottled 
water .

The Canadian items sent to Iceland 
have mostly been food and fisheries 
products . Frozen shrimp come to Iceland 
for further processing while fossil fuels, 
manufactured goods and machinery make 
up the largest share of Iceland’s imports 
from Canada . 

Iceland would like to expand trade rela-
tions with Canada, particularly in tourism . 
My country has experienced an explosion 
in tourism in recent years and that could 
well become our No . 1 industry . For 2012, 
the number of tourists was projected to 
have grown by 17 percent . Canadians 
wishing to visit can take our main air car-
rier, Icelandair, which has direct flights to 
halifax and Toronto between april and 
November . an air services agreement with 
Canada will come fully into play at the 
end of 2013 . Icelandair wants to expand 
services to other Canadian cities when the 
agreement is fully implemented . In 2011, 

almost 18,000 Canadians visited Iceland, a 
33-percent increase from 2010 . This year’s 
numbers will be higher still . 

Opportunities for expansion also ex-
ist in the fisheries industry . Efforts are 
already under way to stimulate interest 
in Iceland’s fishery . an Icelandic ship-
ping company, Eimskip, has been active 
in Newfoundland and Nova Scotia for 40 
years, but its expansion is constrained by 
local regulations . 

Iceland also has a strong competitive 
advantage in energy-intensive industries, 
thanks to its relatively cheap and renew-
able clean-energy resources — hydro and 
geothermal . This sector attracts much-
needed foreign investment . Indeed, Rio 
Tinto alcan owns an aluminum smelter 
and is one of the largest industrial compa-
nies in Iceland . Canadian investments are 
also found in the geothermal-energy sector . 

Finally, one mustn’t forget the arctic . 
Iceland’s economic well-being and liveli-
hood are shaped by the natural riches 
and climatic conditions of the North . 
Iceland and Canada share vested interests 
in the arctic . The pending exploitation 
of Iceland’s newly discovered offshore 
oil resources offers the opportunity to 
strengthen ties with Canada’s dynamic 
oil industry . Iceland sees ample scope for 
developing such bilateral and regional co-
operation with Canada on economic and 
cultural issues involving the North . 

In essence, the framework for robust 
trade is in place with the agreement be-
tween Canada and EFTa (2009), a bilateral 
agricultural agreement between Iceland 
and Canada (2009), the air-services agree-
ment (2007) and the agreement to avoid 
double taxation (1997) . This is the frame-
work for better trade relations between 
Iceland and Canada . In spite of massive 
headwinds, Iceland is still a modern so-
ciety with a liberal business climate, an 
open economy and a strong young, edu-
cated and innovative workforce . 

More strategic cultivation of Icelandic-
Canadian economic, trade and business 
co-operation is my goal . Since the loonie is 
no longer an option to replace our krona, 
the abundant diplomatic energy can now 
be directed to more profound trade issues .

Thordur aegin Oskarsson is Iceland’s 
ambassador to Canada . he can be 
reached at thordur .aegir .oskarsson@utn .
stjr .is or (613) 482-1944 .

iceland: loonie or no loonie, we want to trade

Downtown Reykjavik, Iceland’s capital. 
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By Salem Mubarak Al-Shafi
Ambassador of Qatar 

The Qatar government is using its 
vast oil and gas resources and the 
funds flowing from it to develop the 

country’s infrastructure, education and 
health facilities and modern hydrocarbon 
operations . With proven gas reserves of 
more than 900 trillion standard cubic feet 
in its North Field, and oil reserves of more 
than 25 .38 billion barrels, it makes sense 
that this arab Gulf emirate, with a popu-
lation of approximately 1 .7 million, has 
the distinction of calling itself the world’s 
richest country per capita .

Qatar has secured one of the fastest-
growing economies in the world, gov-
erned by a far-sighted reform policy 
implemented by his highness Sheikh 
hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, the Emir of 
the State of Qatar . 

OPEC 2011 findings show that Qatar’s 
GDP per capita is US$98,144 and the GDP 
at market price is US$73 .52 billion . From 
1970 until 2011, Qatar’s GDP averaged 
US$23 .4 billion, and then peaked dra-
matically by December 2011 . Even though 
growth forecasts for the economy are 
known to fluctuate, most estimates have 
put Qatar’s economic growth at 10 percent 
per annum for at least the next five years . 
according to a report published by the 
World Bank, the GDP value of Qatar is 
roughly equivalent to 0 .28 percent of the 
world economy . 

Qatar’s dynamic growth is due in part 
to rising energy prices and higher exports 
of liquefied natural gas (LNG) . In fact, 
Qatar has one third of the world’s total 
gas reserves . The country’s oil exploration 
began in 1935 at the Dukhan Field, while 
commercial exportation began in Decem-
ber 1949 . Oil and natural gas account for 
more than 60 percent of the country’s 
GDP, around 85 percent of export earnings 

and 70 percent of government revenues . 
Established in 1984, Qatargas pioneered 

the LNG industry in Qatar . Today Qatar-
gas is exporting 26 million tons of LNG 
per year, and its customers are spread 
throughout the world, including Japan, 
Spain, the United Kingdom, Canada, 
China, Thailand and others .

In Canada, Qatargas supplies LNG to 
Repsol Energy’s Canaport LNG facility 
in Saint John, N .B ., with its Q-Flex and Q-
Max ships . The Q-Max and Q-Flex vessels 
are the largest LNG tankers in the world, 
able to carry the equivalent of approxi-
mately 5 .6 billion and 4 .6 billion cubic feet 
of natural gas, respectively . Canaport is 
one of the few terminals worldwide with 
the capacity to dock these ships .

Economic growth has been further 
strengthened due to Qatar’s very open 
and competitive economic conditions, 
including respect for the rule of law, stabil-
ity, encouragement of private enterprise 
and the promotion of foreign investment . 

On June 29, 2011, Qatar airways added 
Canada to its global reach with the launch 
of the Montreal-Doha route . These flights 
are most useful for the more than 6,000 
Canadians who live and work in Qatar .

Trade relations between Qatar and 
Canada are expected to expand signifi-
cantly as Qatar’s economy grows, and as 
Canadian exporters and investors learn 
about the infrastructure-based opportuni-
ties in Qatar . Bilateral merchandise trade 
between Qatar and Canada has fluctuated 
significantly in recent years, but remains 
substantial at $162 million, according to 
Export Development Canada . In 2011, 

bilateral trade reached a record high of 
$459 million, of which $398 million, or 86 
percent, was imports of liquefied natural 
gas from Qatar . 

Canada’s top merchandise exports to 
Qatar in 2011 were iron-ore, aircraft and 
machinery equipment . Qatar ’s service 
imports from Canada consist primarily of 
engineering, architecture and education 
services . 

health and education remain the most 
rewarding areas of co-operation between 
Qatar and Canada . For instance, in 2002, 
a technical college in Doha operated by 
Newfoundland and Labrador’s College 
of the North atlantic (CNa), opened its 
doors and has brought more than 1,000 
Canadians and their family members to 
Qatar . approximately 500 Canadians are 
currently working at CNa . Meanwhile, in 
2007, the University of Calgary established 
a nursing program in Doha, geared to 
educate and train nurses to fill the huge 
demand for the profession in Qatar . The 
program has grown exponentially in the 
past five years . In 2010, Toronto’s hospital 
for Sick Children signed a historic agree-
ment to create a state-of-the-art children’s 
hospital with hamad Medical Corpora-
tion, the leading provider of non-profit 
health care in Doha, Qatar .

Furthermore, prestigious companies 
such as Norsk hydro aSa, Forrec Ltd ., 
and SNC-Lavalin ProFac have established 
operations in Qatar, along with other well-
known companies in the high-tech and 
service sectors .

In 2005, the Qatar Investment author-
ity (QIa) was founded with the goal 
of strengthening Qatar ’s economy by 
diversifying it into new asset classes . Its 
growing portfolio of long-term strategic 
investments is helping to balance the 
state’s huge wealth in natural resources . 

Qatar is a multicultural nation whose 
goal is to achieve multiple global partner-
ships with various industry sectors . To 
make that happen, the Emir has created an 
environment that facilitates the needs and 
lifestyles of expatriates who wish to live 
and do business in Qatar . Indeed, Qatar 
is a country designed with expatriates in 
mind . 

Salem Mubarak al-Shafi is the ambas-
sador of Qatar to Canada . he can be 
reached by email at amb .office@qatarem-
bassy .ca or by phone at (613) 241-4917 . 

The skyline of Doha.
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Afghanistan, pictured here, is No. 5 on our 
list of hot spots for 2013. 



diploMAt ANd iNtERNAtioNAl cANAdA 35

thE WORld's hOt spOts|DI SPaTChES

This piece opens with a proviso . Efforts to predict the future course of human events, no 
matter how sophisticated they might be, enjoy a less-than-satisfactory record, notwith-
standing the recent accomplishments of poll aggregator Nate Silver in forecasting the 

outcome of the presidential election of 2012 .
Just visit any self-respecting academic library . Many of its shelves are buckling under the 

weight of bulky books filled with grandiose, but ultimately glaringly false, predictions about 
the inevitable end of this era or the impending emergence of some other . Start with the histori-
cal works of Karl Marx, then proceed into the present, where Francis Fukuayama’s The End of 
History and the Last Man has become a contemporary synonym (if not punch-line) for this form 
of quackery . 

and yet, we continue to seek out seemingly wise sages whose powers of prophecy seem to 
be nothing less than gifts granted by Providence itself . Consider the lucrative cottage industry 
that laments the decline of the United States in prose so profitable it challenges the very nar-
rative of its modern-day Cassandras . What explains this obsessive urge to pierce through the 
fog of the future? Part of the explanation lies in the human need for comfort, if not consolation . 
But such genuine desires should not distract us from focusing on the here and now . 

With this concession in mind, this list identifies the most troubled regions in the world . ad-
mittedly arbitrary by nature, it seeks to acknowledge the complex nature and causes of human 
conflict . Notable omissions that could have easily made this list include the ongoing conflict 
in the Congo, the plight experienced by indigenous people around the world and the environ-
mental devastation wreaked upon the planet . This list also runs the risk of being overtaken by 
current events . Developments — such as the clash between Israeli forces and the Palestinian 
organization, hamas, controlling the Gaza Strip in November 2012 — speak to this point . This 
said, this review of the world’s Top Ten 2013 hot Spots (with five runners-up) is confident in 
its findings . 

the top 10 hot spots
plus 5 runners-up
the wars and rumours of war that will shape 2013

By Wolfgang Depner
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1. Syria 
Contrary to Marxist teachings, history 
does not repeat itself . But, to paraphrase 
Mark Twain, it frequently rhymes . 

The civil war in Syria might unfortu-
nately confirm this insight because its 
broad contours are starting to resemble 
those of the Spanish Civil War of the 
1930s . Both conflicts quickly attracted 
foreign actors who have subsequently 
come to see their involvement in an oth-
erwise local conflict as part of a multi-
dimensional confrontation that cuts across 
geographical, religious and ideological 
barriers . 

The most obvious fault line runs 
through Syrian society itself . On one side, 
we find the ruling minority of alawites 
centred on Syrian President Bashar hafez 
al-assad, who also enjoys support from 
the country’s Christian and Druze minor-
ity . Opposing this coalition is Syria’s Sunni 
population, which has long chafed under 
al-assad’s despotic clan . 

Taking a broader view, the Syrian civil 
war appears as the most recent clash 
between the minority Shia and majority 
Sunni branches of Islam . While al-assad 
enjoys political and logistical support 
from Shia-dominated Iran and its allies 
in Iraq and Lebanon, the Sunni rebels 
opposing him draw support from Saudi 
arabia and Qatar, Sunni-dominated states 

concerned about Iranian influence in the 
region .

In fact, the support from these countries 
for the Syrian rebels has caused concern 
in the United States, which fears it will 
ultimately end up in the hands of Islamist 
terrorists who are arriving in the region 
from elsewhere . Their agenda, meanwhile, 
is clear: topple the current regime as the 
necessary prelude to the establishment of 
a religious state, an unacceptable prospect 
for neighbouring Turkey and Israel, albeit 
for different reasons .

Whereas Turkey supports the uprising 
against al-assad, it opposes the fracturing 
of Syria into sectarian domains, for such a 
development threatens Turkey’s territorial 
integrity by encouraging Kurdish nation-
alists within its own borders and beyond . 
Israel, meanwhile, already borders territo-
ries controlled by radicals — the southern 
strip of Lebanon and Gaza Strip, each 
dominated by Iranian clients, hezbollah 
and hamas respectively . 

In short, the eventual outcome of the 
Syrian civil war threatens to re-draw the 
borders of the Middle East and set the 
stage for future conflicts . Yet its ramifica-
tions go far beyond . Moscow and Beijing, 
for their part, see al-assad as an anti-west-
ern ally . Russia, in particular, fears that it 
stands to lose global influence if al-assad 
departs the scene, be it by force or other-

wise, for he currently guarantees Russia 
strategic access to the Mediterranean . 
Washington and its allies, meanwhile, see 
Syria as a testing ground for the yet to 
be proven thesis that the Islamic Middle 
East can be made safe for western-style 
democracy . 

One thing already appears certain . 
The Syrian civil war has revealed the in-
stitutional inadequateness of the United 
Nations . This failure bears a striking 
similarity to the ineptness of the League of 
Nations during the Spanish Civil War . Let 
us hope the historical parallels stop there . 

2. Iran 
In their book, Why the United States Must 
Come to Terms with the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, Flynt Leverett and hillary Mann 
Leverett attack the myth of the mad Mul-
lahs . Briefly summarized, this fiction put 
forth by people such as neo-conservative 

columnist Charles Krauthammer reads 
like this: Iran is in the grips of Shia radi-
cals eager to acquire nuclear weapons 
because their eventual application against 
Israel would hasten the appearance of the 
Mahdi, the twelfth Imam, in setting the 
stage for God’s final judgment .

 as Middle East scholar Bernard Lewis 
recently opined in the Wall Street Jour-
nal, for these people, “mutually assured 
destruction is not a deterrent — it’s an 
inducement .” 

Is this a dangerously self-fulfilling 
prophecy that may indeed lead to the 
apocalypse? as the Leveretts note, “ste-
reotypes depicting Iran as an aggressively 

A shell in the middle of the street in Homs, Syria, is a remnant of the heavy attack levelled 
on the city last year. 
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radical country are not just wrong but 
worse, dangerous, because they skew 
western thinking towards the inevitability 
of confrontation .” It is precisely this threat 
that endows an already unstable region 
with additional explosiveness . 

This commentary does not deny Iran’s 
complicity in supporting regional actors 
stoking instability . Nor does it dismiss the 
genuine concerns about the potential pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons throughout 
the region . But it would be a fatal mistake 
to see these actions through a lens that 
assumes Iranian irrationality . No regime 
would openly invite its own demise by 
indulging in metaphysical fantasies . It 
would likely seek shelter behind shields 
of various sorts, as long as they remain 
sustainable .

Recent developments suggest that this 
calculus has increasingly turned against 
the regime . harsh economic sanctions 
have so far achieved what hubristic mili-
tary actions would make impossible: rob 
the regime of cohesion and eventually, 
legitimacy . Granted, this approach will 
take longer, but has already shown some 
results . Whether the international com-

munity will continue to be patient is an 
entirely differently question . 

Recent developments, however, sug-
gest otherwise . Bellicose blustering from 
western and Israeli leaders inspires Ira-
nian responses no less strident and both 
sides are letting the other know what 
might lie ahead . Der Spiegel recently wrote 
that Germany has helped Israel create a 
floating nuclear weapons arsenal: subma-
rines equipped with nuclear capability . 
Iran, meanwhile, could be planning to 
create a giant oil spill in the strategic Strait 
of hormuz in retaliation for an attack . The 
pieces are starting to move . 

3. Korean Peninsula 
Kim Jong-un, the new man in charge of 
North Korea, has always remained opti-
mistic and cheery in the face of adversity . 
Yes, his regime might have suffered public 
humiliation when western experts identi-
fied the country’s new intercontinental 
ballistic missiles as fakes . and granted, it 
is never nice to disappoint the family, as 
happened when a rocket carrying a cele-
bratory satellite into space on the occasion 

of his late grandfather Kim Il-sung’s 100th 
birthday crashed back to earth shortly 
after liftoff .

But Kim Jong-un has gotten right back 
on the horse — literally, as he recently 
rode out with members of North Korea’s 
elite cavalry unit . his late father, Kim 
Jong-il, would have never stooped to such 
low levels of self-promotion . But Sunny 
Boy is nothing like his dad, at least when 
it comes to charming the masses . The Old 
Man growled at the world in grey overalls, 
but Kim Jong-un is turning up the smiles 
while getting down to some real fun by 
taking his wife on a tour of Pyongyang’s 
brand new amusement park, where the 
young couple rode the roller-coaster . On 
top of it all, he might soon experience the 
joys of fatherhood for himself . 

If only this fictitious façade were not 
so absurd — North Korea remains a fixed 
point of global instability .

For one, North Korea continues to baf-
fle the international community through 
provocative actions that practically invite 
punishment . In February 2012, it promised 
to suspend the testing of nuclear weapons 
and opened its facilities to international 
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Members of North Korea’s military at the 65th anniversary of North Korea Labor Party.
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inspectors as part of a broader agreement 
that also placed a moratorium on the 
launch of long-range missiles, which have, 
in the past, raised military tensions in 
South Korea and Japan . North Korea also 
promised to resume six-party talks with 
the United States, China, Japan, South 
Korea and Russia towards a long-term 
agreement to bring stability to the Korean 
Peninsula .

In exchange, the country was to receive 
extensive food shipments . Weeks later, it 
cancelled the agreement after the interna-
tional community condemned North Ko-
rea for testing a missile . Western fears that 
North Korea might test a nuclear weapon 
for the third time after 2006 and 2009 have 
since escalated in the face of new evidence 
that points towards such an outcome . 
Granted, North Korea has frequently 
vacillated between co-operation and con-
frontation in extracting more concessions . 
But its behaviour has become increasingly 
unpredictable since Kim Jong-un has as-
sumed control . Even China, North Korea’s 
staunchest and increasingly solitary ally, 
has reached this troubling conclusion .

4. Pakistan 
In 1897, a young British journalist by the 
name of Winston Churchill “embedded” 
himself with a British expeditionary force 
fighting rebellious Pashtun tribal warriors 
along the northwestern frontier of British 
India, now the northwestern border area 
between afghanistan and Pakistan . While 
coloured by the prejudiced attitudes of 
British colonialism, his account nonethe-
less resonates with modern audiences, 
for it features familiar themes: the harsh-
ness of the rugged terrain, only tinged by 
colourful touches of exotic romanticism; 
the elusiveness of the unseen enemy; the 
savagery of guerrilla warfare fought with 
modern weapons in a seemingly medieval 
setting . Churchill is even incensed about 
the indifferent treatment an injured veteran 
is likely to receive upon his return home . 

Churchill is particularly attuned to the 
social and religious attitudes of the Pash-
tun tribes along the border region, where 
tribes frequently feud with each other, 
only to unite against outsiders . “Every 
man’s hand is against the other, and all 
against the stranger .” The region, he con-
tinues later, remains under the “tyranny of 

a numerous priesthood” including “wan-
dering Talib-ul-ilms” seeking to “strike a 
blow for insulted and threatened Islam .” 
While made more than a century ago, this 
historical assessment nonetheless helps 
explain why the northwestern region of 
Pakistan remains the least stable region in 
a country increasingly unstable . 

Efforts by the Pakistani state to effec-
tively control the region have met with 
little success . Consequently, the area has 
festered into a haven for afghan and 
Pakistan Taliban; from which they can 
stage attacks against afghan or Pakistani 
institutions . Worse, the route that helps 
supply western forces in afghanistan runs 
through the region . Responding to Paki-
stan’s inability (or unwillingness) to pacify 
the region, the United States increased its 
own involvement in the area in 2010 by 
intensifying unmanned drone attacks . 

While these drone attacks have pro-
duced some successes, they have also   
caused considerable civilian casualties 
and worsened the already complex rela-
tionships between the United States and 
nuclear-armed Pakistan, which many 
western officials have accused of aiding 

Afghan President Hamid Karzai at UN Headquarters in New York.
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Islamist terrorists while nominally acting 
as an ally of the United States against the 
same groups . Such charges only com-
pound the complexity of governance in 
Pakistan, whose society has experienced 
a growing split between those who favour 
some form of western-style rule and those 
who prefer the tyranny of the priesthood .

5. Afghanistan
Diagnose assessments of afghanistan and 
you will come to the conclusion that the 
people in charge of the western mission 
suffer from a case of cognitive dissonance . 
While top political leaders continue to 
insult the intelligence of even the most 
gullible observers by incessantly praising 
the incompetent government of afghan 
President hamid Karzai, their intelligence 
services are sounding the alarms behind 
the scenes . 

Consider this conclusion from a re-
cently leaked U .S . intelligence report: It 
states that Karzai will not survive the 
formal withdrawal of american forces 
scheduled for the end of 2014, because his 
own forces will not be able to withstand 
the Taliban, which remains committed to 
regaining control of the country, even as 
it continues to take part in peace nego-
tiations which experts predict will likely 
fail . Much of the blame belongs to those 
western governments that have consis-
tently refused to revise their relationship 
with Karzai for the general betterment of 
afghans . Yes, Karzai’s tenure terminates 
in 2014 . But he is already making arrange-
ments to keep his kin in power . 

Indeed, German intelligence recently 
concluded that Karzai would rather ap-
pease militants than change his corrupt 
ways if such an arrangement were to 
benefit him and his supporters . Such a 
trade-off would not only destroy the mini-
mal improvements the international com-
munity has achieved in afghanistan; it 
would also bring dishonour to the legacy 
of those who sacrificed blood and treasure 
for the cause of a better afghanistan, as 
metaphysical as it might be . 

It would be the height of naiveté to as-
sume that afghanistan could be turned 
into some model state . But shall we then 
conclude that the world’s most power-
ful and richest nations, starting with the 
United States, can neither find the means 
nor the motivations to supply even an ap-
pearance of stability? For better or worse, 
the answer is no . NaTO countries have 
already made plans for troops to stay in 
afghanistan beyond 2014, not as active 

combatants, but as advisers . 
Notwithstanding such verbal trickery, 

this ongoing commitment confirms the 
larger significance of afghanistan . That 
said, this mission, as needed as it might 
be, would quickly lose its legitimacy (if it 
has not already) if western leaders con-
tinue to insist that things are improving in 
afghanistan and that Karzai is a friend of 
democracy . Citizens throughout the west-
ern world might be weary of this war, and 
rightly so . But their leaders should at least 
tell them the truth . 

6. South China Sea 
Said to be rich in energy resources trapped 
beneath the ocean floor, the region threat-
ens to emerge as the central theatre of geo-
political tensions between an increasingly 
ambitious China and a correspondingly 
anxious western alliance centred around 
the United States . 

This dynamic revealed itself most re-
cently in September 2012 during the dis-
pute over five uninhabited islands named 
Senkaku in Japanese and Diaoyu in Chi-
nese . Claimed by Japan, China and Tai-
wan, the islands gained global attention 
when the Japanese government agreed to 
purchase the three islands remaining in 
private possession from their debt-heavy 
owner, who had also been negotiating 
with a fiery Japanese nationalist . Chinese 
reactions to this perceived nationalization 
of private property was prompt . Govern-
ment-tolerated protests outside Japanese 
diplomatic buildings called for “war” and 
Chinese patrol boats approached the dis-
puted islands . 

Taiwan also sent ships into the region . 
The United States, fearful of worse and 
mindful of its relationship with Japan, 
showed strength as well by sending an 
aircraft carrier into the region, a display 
of force set against the background of 
growing tensions between China and the 
United States . While the current odds of 
an outright military conflict are low, dis-
putes of this kind can develop their own 
dangerous dynamic . 

Political leaders in Beijing, Tokyo and 
Taipei have each promised their respective 
constituencies that they would not retreat 
from asserting national interest . But this 
rhetoric risks the risk of turning all actors 
into prisoners of their own uncompromis-
ing demands . 

Once they have drawn their respective 
lines, it will be hard for any one of them 
to retreat without losing credibility in 
the face of self-generated pressure . That 

said, any future conflict over the islands 
— be it armed or of an economic nature 
— would be costly for all involved . all 
three countries have strong economic ties 
with each other . a more realistic scenario 
would likely see all actors remain highly 
alert about developments without being 
aggressive . 

Brinkmanship does not automatically 
descend into disaster . In Europe, the 
United States and the former Soviet Union 
faced off across each other for decades, 
each brandishing massive arsenals ca-
pable of destroying the other side (and the 
world) several times over . Yet this stare-
off along the Iron Curtain never started 
anything . Tellingly though, it was the 
“periphery” of the Cold War that pushed 
the globe to the precipice of thermo-
nuclear war . Ominously, this incident also 
involved a contest over the geo-strategic 
ownership of an island — Cuba . 

7. Iraq 
The deadly sectarianism that devastated 
Iraq between 2005 and 2007 appears to 
have found a second life . and this time, it 
may lead to something far worse . For one, 
the formal departure of the former ameri-
can occupiers has freed radicals on either 
side of the Sunni-Shia fissure from the 
pretense of (relatively) peaceful politics . 

Without american GIs acting as would-
be peacekeepers and political pressure 
from Washington, Sunni and Shia extrem-
ists have had a far easier time of indulging 
in their worst instincts towards each other . 
Prominent Sunnis have faced trumped-up 
legal charges and ordinary Iraqis have 

Protesters who claim the Diaoyu Islands for 
China protest at the Japanese consulate in 
Hong Kong in September 2012.
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experienced a degree of daily violence that 
approaches the ferocity of the mid-2000s .

This sectarian schism naturally favours 
the Shia . They make up about 60 percent 
of the population and control key levers 
of the state under the leadership of Nouri 
al-Maliki, who is criticized for acting 

increasingly authoritarian towards his 
political enemies . Moderate Iraqis, includ-
ing Shia, fear he is leading Iraq towards a 
dictatorship friendly towards Iran, which 
has used its neighbour as a transit route to 
supply Syrian ally Bashar al-assad with 
weapons .

This relationship reveals the second 
major source of concern: The al-Maliki 
regime sees the Sunni uprising against 
the regime of al-assad as a proxy attack 
on itself . It sympathizes with al-assad’s 
governing alawite from a religious angle . 
More important, the disintegration of 
Syria also threatens the integrity of Iraq . 
Its northern Kurdish region already enjoys 
significant autonomy from Baghdad’s cen-
tral authority and any Kurdish successes 
on the Syrian side of “Kurdistan” would 
reverberate on the Iraqi side .

and even if this threat to the territorial 
integrity of Iraq were to dissipate, its so-
cietal cohesiveness remains tenuous, and 
not just because of the sectarian strife de-
scribed earlier . Iraq remains a place where 
population groups live apart from each 
other, divided by blast walls, but united 
through the misery of living in a land that 
frequently fails to provide basic services as 
electricity . 

8. Sudan/South Sudan 
While recent developments suggest that 
the two Sudans are finding ways to work 
with each other after their troubled di-
vorce of 2011 turned nasty in 2012, such 
positive signs ignore the deeper tensions 
bubbling beneath the surface of this tor-
tured region and its people .

 For one, Sudan has entered the cross-
hairs of Israel, where one senior military 
official recently called Sudan “a danger-
ous terrorist state” whose “regime is sup-
ported by Iran and it serves as a route 
for the transfer (via Egypt) of Iranian 
weapons to hamas and Islamic Jihad ter-
rorists .” Notably, this statement appeared 
after Israel had apparently bombed a 
weapons factory in the Sudanese capital of 
Khartoum on the premise of the country’s 
role as a weapons transit route .

While Sudanese officials have denied 
such involvements, their denials stretch 
credulity . Iran has joined China in supply-
ing the Sudan with weapons and Iranian 
ships visited the country shortly after the 
alleged Israeli attack for the purpose of 
building, in the words of one Sudanese of-
ficial, “amicable relations .” 

The international community would 
likely appreciate such diplomatic efforts 
towards South Sudan after the countries 
stood on the verge of an all-out war over a 
disputed oil-rich region . 

Tensions rose to a particular high point 
in late april 2012 after Omar al-Bashir 
ordered his air and ground forces to expel 
South Sudanese forces from the contested The UN evacuates the wounded in the aftermath of bombings in South Sudan in 2012. 

A Marine Corps battle tank fires in Iraq during the U.S. invasion in 2003.
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territory . Whether this attack amounted to 
a declaration of war, as argued by South 
Sudanese President Salva Kiir Mayardit, 
is beside the point . The fact remains that 
both countries continue to challenge the 
terms of the settlement that has governed 
their tenuous co-existence since the cre-
ation of South Sudan in 2011 . 

The list of ethnic and economic griev-
ances dividing both sides is unlikely to 
get shorter any time soon and each side 
accuses the other of undermining it by 
supporting local insurgencies in their re-
spective territory . Yes, the leaders of both 
countries have started to call each other 
“brothers .” But some bromides barely di-
lute the deep reservoir of bellicosity they 
harbour towards each other . The historical 
legacy of two brutal civil wars between 
Muslims and Christians and the Darfur 
genocide remain as raw as ever . 

9. U.S.-Mexican Border 
Region
This is the story of a grim bargain that has 
brought misery to millions well beyond 
the boundaries of human decency along 
the border that separates the United States 
from Mexico . as porous as it is long, this 

dividing line has united both countries in 
a partnership of suffering that may well 
attract additional subsidiaries .

The source of this sorrow lies on both 
sides of the Rio Grande . americans con-
tinue to demand illicit drugs despite the 
prospect of harsh penalties, and Mexican 
cartels, coddled by corrupt officials, con-
tinue to supply them . Once this exchange 
has taken place, cartel members will use 
their illegal gains to legally buy readily 
available weapons in the United States, 
then ship them across the frontier, often 
using the same route and vehicle used to 
smuggle narcotics north . The cartels then 
turn these guns against each other or the 
Mexican state in defending their territory 
and share of illicit profits against would-
be competitors . 

Not surprisingly, this violence has 
spilled into the United States and beyond, 
including Canada . Officials on both sides 
of the international line have tried to dam 
this deluge of drugs and guns — so far 
with questionable success . In 2006, now 
former Mexican president Felipe Calde-
rón tasked the army with launching an 
all-out assault against the cartels . The 
consequences of this escalation have been 
sobering . as of May 2012, drug-related 
violence has claimed more than 50,000 

lives across Mexico, including in regions 
said to be safe . 

Yet this campaign has hardly weak-
ened the cartels . In fact, three prominent 
Mexican generals worked for the cartels, 
which their comrades were confronting 
in gruesome places like Ciudad Juárez, 
perhaps the most infamous cartel citadel 
near the U .S . border . But if Mexicans have 
seemingly accepted this carnage as part 
of their daily lives, american efforts to 
deal with this problem suggest a certain 
level of denial . While the United States 
has stepped up controls to stop the illegal 
flow of goods across the southern border 
as part of measures designed to curb il-
legal immigration, they have remained 
haphazard . and efforts to extinguish the 
flow of weapons from the United States 
into Mexico must ultimately receive the 
approval of america’s powerful gun 
lobby, an unlikely development . Is this the 
reason neither Mitt Romney nor Barack 
Obama discussed this subject during their 
debate on foreign policy? 

10. Mali
Once a model of democratic stability in a 
region renowned for turmoil, this former 
French colony has fractured into com-

The stark contrast of two nations on either side of the border fence that separates Tijuana, Mexico, and San Diego, U.S.
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peting fiefdoms, each home to a unique 
design of human depravity . While Taliban-
like Islamists rule the north, the south 
remains under the control of a repressive 
military regime, perhaps no less brutal 
than its northern opponents . 

This duopoly of despair emerged in 
March 2012, when mutinous but desper-
ate members of the Mali military revolted 
against the civilian government for its fail-
ure to defeat the rebellious Tuareg, a no-
madic desert people once in the employ of 
the late Libyan dictator, Moammar Gad-
hafi . The consequences of this coup were 
predictable . as forces loyal to the civilian 
government fought off the mutineers, 
Tuaregs equipped with weapons from the 
abandoned arsenals of their former Libyan 
patron seized the occasion to occupy large 

swaths of northern Mali, which they de-
clared their own state . 

But the Tuareg’s moment of triumph 
did not last long, as Islamists sympa-
thetic to al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 
(aQIM) quickly seized control in the re-
gion, where they have since ruled with re-
ligious fervour and fanaticism . Their harsh 
interpretation of Islam has subsequently 
inspired more than 300,000 to risk their 
lives by crossing the sweeping deserts 
of the Sahel for refuge in neighbouring 
countries . 

Survivors of this ordeal have since 
shocked the world with tales of public 
stonings and amputations, all ostensibly 
administered in the application of Sharia 
law . This “reign of the terror,” in the 
words of French President François hol-
lande, has not gone unnoticed in western 

capitals, where fears are growing that Mali 
might become an african afghanistan, a 
staging ground for terrorists striking tar-
gets in Europe and elsewhere . 

What caused this “Mess in Mali,” as 
Foreign Policy described it? Ironically, it 
might have been the decision of NaTO 
to topple Gadhafi . By saving Benghazi, 
NaTO lost Timbuktu, Columbia history 
professor Gregory Mann told Der Spiegel . 
This observation can also be read as an 
ominous omen, as western nations are 
already preparing plans for a regional 
intervention . 

11. Nigeria
With the exception of some notable or-
ganizations, most western media shroud 
african affairs behind a veil of indifference 
that frequently betrays their ignorance . 
Yet developments in the most populous 
country of the continent might soon lift 
this self-imposed screen . 

For one, Nigeria’s growing population, 
predicted to hit 300 million in 25 years, 
previews a planetary future, in which more 
than one-third of the global population will 
reside in Sub-Saharan africa by 2100 . This 
prospect, with its myriad problems inside 
and outside africa, promises to deepen the 
divisive tensions roiling Nigeria . 

These encompass the emergence of 
Boko haram, an Islamist insurgency 
haunting the predominantly Muslim 
region of northern Nigeria . Deemed de-
feated in 2009, the shadowy group has 
regained strength in recent years . 

Using methods that suggest sympa-
thies, if not specific links with al-Qaeda 
in the Islamic Maghreb (aQIM), the 
group has staged several attacks against 
perceived opponents of Islamic law: repre-
sentatives of the United Nations, Nigerian 
police and military forces, and more re-
cently, ordinary Nigerians of the Christian 
faith, who live primarily in the southern 
section of the country . This choice of tactic 
has threatened to fray the already frac-
tious relations between Christians and 
Muslims who make up nearly equal popu-
lation halves . 

and yet sectarianism is hardly the only 
source of conflict in Nigeria . More than 
half of its 160 million people must survive 
on less than $2 a day, while its small but 
privileged political elite can access billions 
of dollars in oil revenues . Though this 
stark stratification of society hardly differ-
entiates Nigeria from any other african (or 
Middle Eastern) petroleum kleptocracy, it 
is nonetheless kindling for societal strife . 

however bolstered by its oil reserves, 
its economy is structurally precarious:  

An oil platform supply  vessel in Port Hartcourt, Nigeria.

A member of the Tuareg tribe of Mali. 
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according to the World Bank, some 50 
million youths in Nigeria are unem-
ployed . add to this the chance that ambi-
tious global actors may also light fires that 
may burn out of control .

While Nigeria currently possesses 
strong relations with the western world as 
one of its largest oil suppliers, China has 
increasingly invested in the country’s in-
frastructure — political and otherwise . Bei-
jing, for example, has recently expanded 
its material support for Nigeria’s military, 
as part of a broader, ongoing effort to ex-
pand its influence in resource-rich africa . 
This 21st-Century version of the Scramble 
for africa is bound to earn Nigeria, argu-
ably one of the biggest “prizes,” more at-
tention, some of it unwanted . 

12. Egypt
If the roots of the arab Spring are well 
known, its eventual outcomes are corre-
spondingly uncertain . Stripped of any re-
maining romance since the start of Syrian 
civil war, its fervour has faded long ago, 
replaced by the realization that it might be 
far easier to topple tyrants than to replace 
them with new leaders true to the spirit, if 
not the intentions, of the initial revolution . 

This concession to reality was inevi-
table . No human endeavour, regardless of 
its righteousness, can maintain its momen-
tum without exhausting itself or encoun-
tering would-be enemies . Such conditions 
certainly prevail in the emotional epicen-
tre of the arab Spring . While bourgeois 
Egyptians risked their young lives chasing 
hosni Mubarek out of office by occupying 
Tahrir Square, the fruit of their courageous 
but dangerous labour has fallen into the 
hands of the religious Muslim Brother-
hood, an organization older and more 
organized than the ancien régime it has 
now replaced as the nominal government . 

This commentary does not mean to 
draw any equivalencies — Mubarek’s 
inhumane state brutalized the Muslim 
Brotherhood in unimaginable ways . Nor 
does it dare to deny the elected legitimacy 
of Mohamed Morsi though not his recent 
presidential power grab, which has again 
filled Tahrir Square with protesters . But 
it does aim to amplify the voices of Egyp-
tians — be they Coptic Christians or secu-
lar Muslims — who fear that their country 
is drifting towards an Islamist dictatorship 
under the guidance of the Muslim Broth-
erhood despite contrary assurances . Per-
haps nobody personalizes this uncertainty 

more powerfully than Morsi himself . 
During the recent clash between hamas 
and Israel, western observers have praised 
his mediation efforts, only to condemn his 
hubristic attempt to seize more powers 
himself days later . 

Simply put, Egypt’s first democratically 
elected president has remained an enigma 
for everybody, Egyptians included . 

Educated in the United States, Morsi 
“learned politics with the Brotherhood .” 
This diversity of experiences rings 
through his rhetoric . Sometimes, he has 
presented himself as a proponent of peace 
and democracy who promises to respect 
Egypt’s hisorical treaties with Israel . Yet 
he has also echoed the critiques of militant 
Islamists . 

While such political calculation place 
Morsi in the same category as Turkey’s 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, it re-
mains to be seen whether he will emulate 
Erdogan’s successes in reforming bureau-
cratic institutions, while trimming the 
influence of the generals . The Egyptian 
economic ship of state continues to take 
on water and any attempts to right it 
with harsh measures could reawaken the 
streets well into 2013 . and spirits might be 
far from friendly . 

Egyptians demonstrate in Alexandria in January 2012. 
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13. Caucasus Region 
(former Soviet Union)
More than two decades after the demise 
of the Soviet Union, most of its fragments 
have fallen under the heels of despots who 
rule their domains with the shameless 
audacity once claimed by the European 
monarchs of history . 

Only the three Baltic states possess gen-
uine democratic cultures and institutions, 
which respect certain political, legal and 
economic rights that Canadians and other 
western citizens likely take for granted . 
The remaining former Soviet republics, 
meanwhile, cover the whole continuum of 
undemocratic rule, from outright dictator-
ships (Belarus, the Central asian repub-
lics) to pseudo-democracies (Russia) to 
failing democracies (Ukraine) . 

The Caucasus country of Georgia occu-
pies a special place within this scheme . On 
one hand, its recent parliamentary election 
marked a rare moment in post-Soviet his-
tory . For the first time since independence, 
Georgians changed their government 
through the polls rather than through 
a putsch . While the western-educated 
Mikhail Saakashvili remains president, 
he must now share power with his for-
mer political friend, Georgian billionaire 
Bidzina Ivanishvili, who became prime 
minister after his party, Georgian Dream, 
won a substantial parliamentary majority . 

On the other hand, Georgia’s institu-
tions have increasingly exhibited char-
acteristics found among its neighbours . 
Georgian security forces are corrupt if 
not prone to torture, while its media are 
openly partisan . 

The central protagonists of Georgian 

politics — Saakashvili and Ivanishvili — 
have taken to tearing each other apart 
verbally, both at home and abroad, where 
each employs high-profile lobbyists to 
eviscerate the other in currying favour 
with foreign governments and investors . 

and therein lies the trouble . Georgia 
can ill afford political instability at home, 
for it lies in a most sensitive region . It 
already ranks among the most volatile 
after Georgia and Russia fought a short 
but sharp war in 2008 over the contested 
territories of South Ossetia and abkhazia . 
Their status will remain unresolved for 
the foreseeable future, especially as Russia 
prepares to host the 2014 Olympic Winter 
Games in Sochi near the disputed regions . 

Then there is the matter of Iran . While 
Georgia ranks as the most significant 
american ally in the region, it also shares 
an ambivalent htistory but increasingly 
prosperous future with Iran . Will Tbilisi 
be able to thread the line between Wash-
ington and Tehran? an answer to this 
question will eventually become urgent 
as tensions between Iran and the West 
continue to escalate . Israel — fearful of a 
nuclear-armed Iran — has apparently pur-
chased access to airfields in azerbaijan, 
one of the former Soviet Republics that 
physically separates Georgia from Iran . 
While officials in azerbaijan have refuted 
such reports, they will not improve tense 
relations in the region, which also happens 
to be a major transit route for current and 
proposed oil and natural gas lines . 

14. Greece
Much has been said about Greece, and no 
doubt more will be said, for the country 
will continue to be the cause of global con-
cern for years to come . 

Naturally, one cannot help but wonder 
if the current state of affairs would be dif-
ferent if the direct and indirect custodians 
of the current crisis had acted differently 
at any point in the distant or recent past . 
But the benefit of hindsight is more or 
less perfunctory, if not powerless in this 
unprecedented crisis whose conclusion re-
mains uncertain . It is nonetheless instruc-
tive to sketch two possible broad scenarios 
for the future of Greece, Europe and ulti-
mately, the rest of the world . 

One foresees the current Euro crisis as 
the catalyst for the creation of a federated 
Europe . While this entity may emerge 
through several steps, it will eventually 
grant all its citizens, regardless of where 
they might reside, genuine decision-mak-
ing powers in continental affairs . While 
the European Union already possesses 
some continental institutions capable of 
effective governance, they lack democratic 
legitimacy . Consequently, citizens across 
the European Union currently see its po-
litical and bureaucratic leadership with 
a level of suspicion out of sync with the 
belief that Europe is — above all — a com-
munity of values, including, but not exclu-
sively, democracy and social solidarity . 

Nowhere does this dissonance manifest 
itself more dramatically than in Greece, 

A Greek protester clashes with riot police in Athens in June 2011.

Rubble in Gori, which was occupied by the 
Russians during the 2008 South Ossetian 
War between Russia and Georgia.
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whose citizens had to swallow one im-
posed indignity after the other . Yes, much 
of the blame for the current crisis belongs 
to the country’s political class and a 
broader culture of corruption and tax eva-
sion that has starved the Greek state and 
its institutions of resources .  

But if ordinary Greeks are to absorb the 
crushing terms of austerity as conceived 
by the international community, they de-
serve, at the very least, an explanation and 
some empathy . Otherwise, they and others 
may well settle for political choices, whose 
philosophies are as unfeasible as they are 
radical .

We have already seen glimpses of this 
trend in the emergence of marauding 
Greek proto-fascists . The current crisis has 
also strengthened the centrifugal forces of 
separatism in several European countries . 
In doing so, it points to the second broader 
scenario, a Europe fractured, divided into 
increasingly irrelevant domains, each 
lacking the strength to sustain its contem-
porary prosperity in the face of shrinking 
populations and growing competitors 
whose political practices are far from be-
nign . and this choice, in broad terms, will 
hinge on what happens in Greece . 

Whatever happens there could well 
determine whether Europe will speak in 
the world with one voice or with none, to 
borrow a phrase from Germany’s former 
finance minister, Peer Steinbrück . 

15. Somalia
a pastiche of former Italian and British 
colonial possessions stretching along the 

horn of africa, Somalia has, to many, 
become a synonym for the term ‘failed 
state .’ 

The country has remained an unceasing 
source of human misery, ever since the last 
effective government collapsed more than 
two decades ago at the hands of rival clan 
militias . By one measure, more than one 
million Somalis have fled their country in 
search of minimal nutrition and security 
in the last 10 years . Only the conflicts in 
Iraq and afghanistan have forced more 
people to flee their homes during the same 
period . 

Notably, this measure of suffering does 
not include the 1 .3 million Somalis clas-
sified as internal refugees . Their needs 
would likely overwhelm the newly es-
tablished government (whose influence 
barely extends beyond the capital of Mog-
adishu), were it not for foreign assistance 
from the European Union and regional 
african powers . 

In fact, German historian Ralph Klein 
suggests it might charitable to call Somalia 
a ‘state’ of any sort . Pasted together after 
the Second World War, Somalia is the state 
that never was, according to Klein, who 
calls Somalia a “pure post-colonial myth,” 
whose governing institutions were never 
present across Somalia, especially absent 
among the nomadic regions . 

“Somalia is therefore not even a failed 
state, for what had never existed in the 
first place, cannot fail later,” he concludes . 
Perhaps . The region has certainly re-
mained a source of global instability . Most 
notably, it has become the operating base 
of pirates, threatening some of the world’s 

most important shipping lanes . 
It is possible to overstate the economic 

significance of the problem in the absence 
of reliable numbers . according to a 2009 
report by the United States Institute, esti-
mates measuring the direct and indirect 
global costs of Somalian piracy range from 
$1 billion to $16 billion, a paltry number 
when held up against total global trade . In 
fact, the report states that these costs can 
be readily, if unfairly, absorbed through 
higher insurance rates . Indeed, evidence 
suggests that the problem is abating, a 
development undoubtedly related to the 
stepped-up efforts of the international 
fleet, including Canada’s navy, patrolling 
off Somalia’s coast since 2009 . Neverthe-
less, in the first nine months of 2012 alone, 
according to the International Maritime 
Bureau, pirates attacked 80 commercial 
cargo ships and hijacked 19 of them .

Somalia’s piracy has a genuine human 
cost for those who make an honest living 
on the seas . and while it would be inap-
propriate to sympathize with the pirates 
(as Klein seemingly does), their existence 
surely confirms the myriad failures of 
the international community to grant the 
country a semblance of a chance to suc-
ceed through basic economic development 
and help in governance . Yes, they are 
positive signs that the country is heading 
in the right direction . But the world has 
glimpsed such signs before, only to see 
them dashed . 

Wolfgang Depner is a doctoral candidate 
at the University of British Columbia-
Okanagan .

An estimated one million Somalis have fled their country in search of food and safety; another 1.3 million have been displaced in the turmoil. 
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“it is a newspaper’s duty,” The Chi-
cago Times observed in 1861, “to 
print the news and raise hell .” It 

is much easier to “print the news,” with or 
without hell-raising, when journalists are 
free to do their jobs . In North america, 
we may be shocked to learn the alarm-
ing statistic that only 14 .5 percent of the 
world’s population live in countries with 
press freedom, as reported in Freedom 
of the Press 2012, published by Freedom 
house, an american non-governmental 
organization that monitors and measures 
the freedom of global media . 

This Washington, D .C .-based organiza-
tion rates countries by assigning points 
and gives grades of Free, Partly Free and 

Not Free . Reporters Without Borders, a 
Paris-based organization, that monitors 
and scores press freedom around the 
world, reaches similar conclusions . 

Freedom of the press determines what 
people can know about their own country 
and, indeed, about the world . It measures 
the limits a country has placed on its gov-
ernment . In practical terms, it defines the 
freedom of journalists to present news 
without government interference — the 
ability to gather information from a range 
of sources and to broadcast that informa-
tion to the public without state restraint .

a free press is essential to democ-
racy . Informed people are empowered 
people; their knowledge shapes their 

actions and decisions . The United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) makes this very 
clear: “Free media transform societies by 
enlightening the decision making process 
with information, and thus empowering 
individuals to take control of their desti-
nies .” 

Within the countries that are consid-
ered the worst long-term transgressors of 
press freedom (Belarus, Cuba, Equatorial 
Guinea, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea, Turk-
menistan and Uzbekistan), media cannot 
operate independently of the state . The 
press must function as the voice of the 
state and the population has very limited 
access to unbiased information; opposition 
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Press freedom: the right to raise hell
only a fraction of the world’s population experiences a free press

Laura Neilson Bonikowsky

Journalists in Istanbul demand the release of arrested colleagues and better protection for press freedom in March 2011. 
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by the media is suppressed through im-
prisonment and torture . But the countries 
of most importance in state control of 
newspapers are the countries with the lar-
gest populations and largest economies — 
China (population 1 .344 billion), Russian 
Federation (population 141 million) and 
India (population 1 .241 billion) according 
to the World Bank’s 2011 figures .

China, already the site of what, in 2012, 
Freedom house called “the world’s most 
significant system of media repression,” 
increased its hold on the media with ar-
rests and censorship in 2012 during the 
lead-up to the 18th Party Congress and 
an expected change in leadership . China 
is “the world’s largest poor performer” 
among countries with dismal records of 
press freedom . During the arab Spring 
uprisings, China suppressed coverage of 
events, blocked social media platforms 
such as Twitter, and imposed tighter con-
trols on investigative reporting and enter-
tainment programming . Party directives 
delivered daily to media organizations 
restricted coverage concerning public 
health, foreign policy, environmental ac-
cidents and deaths in police custody . Writ-
ers and activists with significant online 
followers disappeared, were abused in 
custody and, in many cases, were sen-
tenced to lengthy prison terms . 

Prior to clamping down on the press 
further, China imprisoned at least 34 
journalists in 2011 for breaking ambigu-
ous laws such as “inciting subversion” 
and “revealing state secrets,” according to 
Human Rights Watch (January 2012) . Those 
who were jailed include investigative 
journalist Qi Chonghuai, who had been 
sentenced in august 2008 to a four-year 
prison term for “extortion and blackmail” 
after exposing corruption among party of-
ficials in the city of Tengshou, in his home 
province of Shandong . In July 2011, he 
was two weeks away from release when 
the court that originally convicted him 
retried him on the same charges and ex-
tended his sentence to eight years . he was 
subjected to torture and hard labour in a 
prison coal mine . human rights advocates 
at the time described China’s legal process 
as “flawed” and declared the second con-
viction a flagrant violation of Chinese law .

In another example of China’s dete-
riorating regard for journalistic freedom, 
Southern Metropolis Daily editor Song Zhib-
iao was sidelined in May 2011 for writ-
ing a commemorative piece on the 2008 
Sichuan earthquake in which he criticized 
the government’s recovery efforts . The 
China Media Project at the University of 
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Freedom Status Country Breakdown Population Breakdown (in billions)

FREE 66 (33.5%) 1.01 (14.5%)

PARTLY FREE 72 (36.5%) 3.14 (45%)

NOT FREE 59 (30%) 2.83 (40.5%)

TOTAL 197 (100%) 6.98 (100%)

Survey Findings

rank Country rating

FREE

1 Finland 10

Norway 10

Sweden 10

4 Belgium 11

5 Denmark 12

Luxembourg 12

Netherlands 12

Switzerland 12

9 Andorra 13

10 Iceland 14

Liechtenstein 14

12 St. Lucia 15

13 Ireland 16

Monaco 16

Palau 16

16 Germany 17

rank Country rating

Marshall Islands 17

New Zealand 17

Portugal 17

San Marino
17

St. Vincent and 
Grenadines 17

22 Estonia 18

Jamaica 18

United States of 
America 18

25 Barbados 19

Canada 19

Costa Rica 19

Czech Republic 19

29 Bahamas 20

St. Kitts and 
Nevis 20

31 Australia 21

Austria 21

Belize 21

rank Country rating

Micronesia 21

Slovakia 21

United Kingdom 21

37 Cyprus 22

Japan 22

Malta 22

40 Dominica 23

Lithuania 23

Suriname 23

43 France 24

Grenada 24

Mali 24

Spain 24

47 Poland 25

Slovenia 25

Taiwan 25

Trinidad and 
Tobago 25

rank Country rating

51 Tuvalu 26

Uruguay 26

Vanuatu 26

54 Cape Verde 27

Kiribati 27

Latvia 27

Papua New 
Guinea 27

58 Ghana 28

Nauru 28

Solomon Islands 28

61 Mauritius 29

Samoa 29

São Tomé and 
Príncipe 29

Tonga 29

65 Greece 30

Israel 30

PARTLY FREE

rank Country rating

67 Chile 31

68 Namibia 32

South Korea 32

70 Guyana 33

Hong Kong 33

Italy 33

73 Benin 34

South Africa 34

75 East Timor 35

Montenegro 35

Serbia 35

78 Bulgaria 36

Hungary 36

80 India 37

Mongolia 37

82
Antigua and 
Barbuda 38

83 Botswana 40

rank Country rating

Croatia 40

El Salvador 40

86
Dominican  
Republic 41

Romania 41

88 Burkina Faso 42

Philippines 42

90 Mozambique 43

91 Brazil 44

Peru 44

93 Panama 46

94 Bolivia 47

95
Bosnia and  
Herzegovina 48

 Comoros 48

97 Indonesia 49

Kosovo 49

Lesotho 49

Nicaragua 49
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Freedom Status Country Breakdown Population Breakdown (in billions)

FREE 66 (33.5%) 1.01 (14.5%)

PARTLY FREE 72 (36.5%) 3.14 (45%)

NOT FREE 59 (30%) 2.83 (40.5%)

TOTAL 197 (100%) 6.98 (100%)

Survey Findings

rank Country rating

Niger 49

Sierra Leone 49

Tanzania 49

104 Argentina 50

Haiti 50

Nigeria 50

107 Albania 51

Lebanon 51

Maldives 51

Tunisia 51

111
Bangladesh 52

Georgia 52

Kenya 52

Mauritania 52

115 Macedonia 54

Moldova 54

117 Colombia 55

rank Country rating

Congo  
(Brazzaville) 55

Nepal 55

Senegal 55

Turkey 55

122 Seychelles 56

123 Egypt 57

Guinea-Bissau 57

Kuwait 57

Uganda 57

127 Bhutan 58

Ecuador 58

Fiji 58

130 South Sudan 59

Ukraine 59

132 Guatemala 60

Liberia 60

Libya 60

rank Country rating

Malawi 60

Paraguay 60

Thailand 60

Zambia 60

NOT FREE

139 Algeria 62

Central African 
Republic 62

Guinea 62

Honduras 62

Mexico 62

144 Cambodia 63

Jordan 63

Madagascar 63

Malaysia 63

Pakistan 63

149 Armenia 65

150 Angola 67

rank Country rating

Qatar 67

Singapore 67

153 Cameroon 68

Morocco 68

155 Iraq 69

Kyrgyzstan 69

Togo 69

158 Côte d’Ivoire 70

Gabon 70

160 Oman 71

161 Burundi 72

Sri Lanka 72

United Arab 
Emirates 72

164 Afghanistan 74

Djibouti 74

166 Brunei 75

Chad 75

rank Country rating

168 Swaziland 76

Venezuela 76

170 Sudan 78

171 Tajikistan 79

172 Azerbaijan 80

Russia 80

Zimbabwe 80

175 Ethiopia 81

Kazakhstan 81

The Gambia 81

178 Rwanda 82

179
Congo  
(Kinshasa) 83

West Bank and 
Gaza Strip 83

Yemen 83

182 Bahrain 84

Laos 84

Saudi Arabia 84

rank Country rating

Somalia 84

Vietnam 84

187 Burma 85

China 85

189 Syria 89

190 Cuba 91

Equatorial 
Guinea 91

192 Iran 92

193 Belarus 93

194 Eritrea 94

195 Uzbekistan 95

196 Turkmenistan 96

197 North Korea 97

JOURNalism UNdER siEGE|DI SPaTChES



WINTER 2013  |  JAN-FEB-MAR52

DI SPaTChES|JOURNalism UNdER siEGE

hong Kong confirmed that Song would be 
“prevented from writing editorials for an 
unspecified period of time .” Shortly after, 
Xu Zhiyong, a Beijing lawyer and activist 
known for his blogs, disappeared . Dozens 
more activists and writers were detained 
or simply disappeared ahead of the 18th 
congress, following citizens' appeals for a 
“Jasmine revolution .” 

China is ranked 174th out of 179 coun-
ties in the 2011/2012 Reporters Without 
Borders press freedom index and is on 
the Reporters Without Borders list of “En-
emies of the Internet,” which is updated 
every year . Despites China's censorship 
capability, its journalists and Internet us-
ers continued to test their boundaries by 
drawing attention to scandals or launch-
ing campaigns on blogging platforms . 

India also does not figure well in press 
freedom reports, exhibiting a worrisome 
tendency to try to control Internet content 
and, despite being the world’s largest de-
mocracy, has seen 17 journalists murdered 
since 1992 . India’s scores from Freedom 
house and Reporters Without Borders 
dropped in the past two years . With China 
and India poised to become juggernauts 
in the world economy, their poor record 
of press freedom is of tremendous con-

cern and an indication of other issues . 
although competition for newspaper sales 
is less about informing people than selling 
news that will attract people’s attention, a 
free press is closely associated with a free 
market . a record of abuse in one area is 
an indication of similar abuse in the other . 

Russia, Iran and Venezuela have used 
a range of strategies to strangle their 
media, detaining critics, closing media 
organizations, shutting down blogs, and 
filing libel or defamation suits against 
individual journalists . In October 2006, 
Russian journalist anna Politkovskaya, 
special correspondent for the Novaya 
Gazeta newspaper, strident critic of Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin and the war in 
Chechnya, and a prominent human rights 
advocate, was found shot to death in her 
apartment building . a 9-millimetre pistol 
had been left at her side, the signature of 
a contract killing . Days after the murder, 
Putin declared that it was an overseas plot 
to discredit Russia and essentially told 
investigators not to look at government 
officials as suspects . after an investigation 
best described as sketchy, 11 suspects were 
arrested by august 2007 . In 2009, several 
defendants were acquitted while Russian 
authorities insisted they were conducting 

a thorough second investigation . In July 
2012, a retired police official was indicted 
on charges of complicity, charges that 
were downgraded several times until in-
vestigators made a deal with him to reveal 
the murder’s mastermind . 

In October 2012, the investigation was 
closed without identifying the person who 
ordered the killing, although five people 
suspected of involvement, including the 
alleged gunman, were expected to go to 
trial . On Nov . 6, 2012, the New York Times 
quoted the lead investigator, Petros V . 
Garibyan, as saying that the killer, “first 
and foremost … sought a demonstrative 
and resonant act aimed at intimidating all 
of you — journalists — as well as society 
and the authorities .” The investigation 
showed that the killer had stalked Polit-
kovskaya for five days, waiting to kill her 
on Oct . 7, Vladimir Putin’s birthday . 

In Pakistan, which the New York-
based Committee to Protect Journalists 
(CPJ) considers the deadliest country in 
the world for journalists, threats against 
the press from a range of agencies have 
reached unprecedented levels of violence 
against reporters . (The CPJ promotes press 
freedom and investigates the causes of 
suspicious deaths of journalists .) Such 
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A woman places flowers before a portrait of Russian journalist Anna Politkovskaya, shot to death in her Moscow apartment building in 2006. 
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danger impels journalists to self-censor, 
particularly on sensitive subjects such as 
blasphemy laws and the country’s notori-
ous security forces .

The lack of a free press does not nec-
essarily mean people have no access to 
information in the age of the Internet, nor 
does access to information begin and end 
with the traditional press . In the digital 
age, people have unlimited access to 
empowering information from a range of 
sources . In a free society, that is . 

a phenomenon of the arab Spring was 
the role of citizen journalists in the midst 
of protests and civil uprisings . While or-
ganizations such as al-Jazeera could not 
gain entry into Syria, citizens witnessed 
events and used their cellphone cameras 
to record and publicize atrocities in order 
to bring global scrutiny and outrage to op-
pressive governments . 

New media and bold citizenry made 
significant contributions to the uprisings 
in Egypt and Tunisia and played a vital 
role in creating a new dynamic in Russia . 
however, although new media, especially 
when augmented by mass media, provide 
effective means for informing citizenry 
of government abuses and rallying civic 
action against intolerant regimes, they are 
less effective in creating democracy . This is 
particularly true in countries where access 
to public information is controlled by the 
state . 

Repression of news about the arab 
Spring ranged from information blackouts 
in state media in Zimbabwe and Ethiopia 
to China’s sophisticated filtering of the In-
ternet and text messaging . In Uganda, an-
gola and Djibouti, where anti-government 
protests broke out, journalists reporting on 
the demonstrations were harshly, some-
times violently, reprimanded .

The state of press freedom around the 
world is fluid, with often small but mea-
surable gains in what the press can do, 
and losses when governments impose 
restrictions on their press . For example, 
Thailand was downgraded to Not Free 
in 2010 by Freedom house, but regained 
Partly Free status in 2011 due to a calmer 
political situation that enabled expanded 
reporting on elections and “greater space 
for dissent and coverage of sensitive top-
ics,” as well as less violence directed to-
wards reporters . 

But the changed rating begs the ques-
tion . If reporters are free to report when 
everything is hunky-dory but not when 
the political situation is inflamed, are they 
actually free of government intervention? 
It would appear that they are not . Despite 

Thailand’s better rating, the country’s ju-
dicial environment deteriorated through 
the year with the lèse-majesté law, which 
forbids criticism of the monarchy — a law 
applied more frequently and harshly by 
a new Internet security agency that can 

implement shutdowns more quickly and 
with less oversight . 

according to the Freedom house re-
port, 2011’s arab Spring uprisings resulted 
in “potentially far-reaching gains for me-
dia freedom in the Middle East and North 
africa,” regions where autocratic leaders 
exert stringent control over the media . The 
entire region continues to have the world’s 
poorest record . The catalyst for the posi-
tive changes initiated by the arab Spring 
was the suicide in December 2010 of Mo-
hammed Bouazizi, a vegetable peddler 
in Tunisia . he set himself on fire after a 
police officer confiscated his vegetable cart 
and humiliated him in public, with the 
whole horrible incident caught on camera 

and made public by mobile technology 
and social media, where it went viral .

The desperate act of a seemingly in-
significant and poor man ignited long-
simmering anger over injustice, poverty 
and political greed, and ultimately led to 

the fall of the Tunisian government and 
the naissance of the arab Spring . Tunisia 
turned out to be ground zero for transfor-
mation brought about by technology and 
frustrated citizens; the “wave of revolu-
tion,” as the media have detscribed it, 
rippled across northern africa . 

The improvements in the arab world 
were the most significant conclusions 
reached in Freedom of the Press 2012 and 
came at the end of eight successive years 
of declining press freedom around the 
world, reflecting a phenomenon that af-
fected most regions . The uprisings early 
in 2011 were accompanied by encouraging 
changes outside of the Middle East and 
North africa, in countries such as Indone-

Journalists march in Istanbul in early 2011, demanding better protection for press freedom.
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sia, the Philippines and Zambia . Progress 
was also registered in Georgia, Nepal, 
Niger, Sierra Leone and Togo . among 
the countries with significant gains in 
press freedom were Myanmar, Libya 
and Tunisia, all of which had had media 
environments that were among the most 
oppressive in the world . 

Libya and Tunisia made single-year 
leaps that were unheard of in the three-de-
cade history of the report . Such changes, 
however promising, must be viewed with 
as much concern as optimism; South af-
rica passed the Protection of Information 
Bill in 2011, which allows government and 
state agencies to withhold information 
across a range of topics considered to be in 
the national interest or on the grounds of 
national security .

Several democratic countries, par-
ticularly Chile and hungary, have ex-
perienced a decline in press freedom, 
according to Freedom house and Re-
porters Without Borders . Because of the 
decline in the past few years of the status 
of countries that had previously had free 
press, the global population in countries 
with press freedom — 14 .5 percent, or one 
in six people — is the lowest in more than 
a decade . 

Disturbingly to us in Canada, Britain 
and the United States were not exempt 
from threats to a free press . Britain lost 
ground due to injunctions filed by celeb-
rities and wealthy individuals that pre-
vented the media from reporting targeted 
information and even acknowledging the 
injunctions themselves . additionally, there 
were attacks on journalists covering riots; 
and the police used the Police and Crimi-
nal Evidence act, established in 1984, to 
force media organizations to submit un-
edited footage of rioting in London and 
Northern Ireland . The american press was 
adversely affected by detentions and po-
lice manhandling of journalists covering 
protests involving the Occupy movement . 

We would like to think that Canada has 
a completely free press, so it comes as a 
shock that Canada is ranked 19th globally 
by Freedom house and 10th out of 179 by 
Reporters Without Borders . Finland and 
Norway share first-place ranking in both 
indexes . By comparison, the countries are 
quite similar; they are democracies with a 
range of newspapers and magazines, and 
with high Internet use; they protect lin-
guistic, religious and minority rights and 
freedom; and in recent years they have 
noted increasing instances of racism or 
xenophobic behaviour . While media free-
dom is generally satisfactory in Canada, 

where we fall short is in the area of ac-
cess to information . It has become harder 
for the media to access official data and 
judicial harassment has become the main 
form of violation of a free press . Journal-
ists have been prosecuted for refusing to 
reveal sources . 

a report by Canadian Journalists for 
Free Expression (CJFE) notes that govern-
ment agencies now exceed the legislated 
30-day response time 44 per cent of the 
time . The report claims that access has be-
come more difficult since Stephen harper 
became prime minister, although the re-
port does not state if the change is due to 
policy or budgetary restrictions that have 
reduced staff in some government depart-
ments . 

The means by which people receive 
their news today is significant; as Marshall 
McLuhan famously said, “the medium is 
the message .” Television remains a pow-
erful messenger . among authoritarian 
leaders who control the television news 
in their countries are the leaders of Rus-
sia, Venezuela, Zimbabwe, most Eurasian 
states, China and Vietnam . Those with ac-
cess to mobile technology in combination 
with cable and satellite television have 
greater opportunities to receive news . 

according to the International Telecom-
munication Union (ITU), more than 60 
percent of the world’s households do not 
have a computer and only 35 percent of 
the global population describe themselves 
as Internet users . Television is still a pow-
erful medium for news dissemination but, 
while the last decade saw increased media 
diversity in many countries due to sig-
nificant growth in the availability of cable 
and satellite television, state control over 
broadcast media remains a key method of 
restricting information . 

Freedom house’s analysis and rank-
ings, it says, are based on universal cri-
teria . “The starting point is the smallest, 
most universal unit of concern: the indi-
vidual . We recognize cultural differences, 
diverse national interests and varying lev-
els of economic development . Yet article 
19 of the Universal Declaration of human 
Rights states: “Everyone has the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression; this 
right includes freedom to hold opinions 
without interference and to seek, receive, 
and impart information and ideas through 
any media regardless of frontiers .”

“The operative word for this index,” 
says Freedom house, “is ‘everyone .’” 

Laura Neilson Bonikowsky is a writer 
from alberta . 

a deadly business
By Laura Neilson Bonikowsky

The practice of journalism is increasingly a 
deadly business. In 2012 alone, more than 
90 journalists and 20 media staff were 
killed; more than 50 of them have been 
confirmed as targeted killings motivated 
by the individuals’ activities as journalists. 

The deadliest country for the press in 
2012 was Syria, where nearly 30 media 
personnel were killed, according to the 
International News Safety Institute (INSI). 
The worst countries, rated by INSI, were 
Syria, Somalia, Nigeria, Mexico and Brazil. 

According to the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ), which examines the 
motives behind journalists’ deaths, the 
five deadliest countries in 2012 were 
Syria, Somalia, Pakistan, Brazil and 
Thailand. Historically, according to CPJ, 
the deadliest countries overall are Iraq (94 
murders), Philippines (70), Algeria (58), 
Colombia (40) and Russia (33). CPJ reports 
that 946 media personnel have been 
killed since 1992; no charges or convic-
tions were made in 583 of those cases.

It is difficult to determine exactly how 
many reporters are targeted and killed 
each year; incidents are covered up, the 
news is withheld. Most cases are not 
prosecuted. 

Sadly, unless a journalist is a promi-
nent Western correspondent, little to 
no attention is paid. In 2002, people 
around the world were horrified when 
the Wall Street Journal’s Daniel Pearl was 
kidnapped and beheaded by terrorists in 
Pakistan; four months later, when Globo 
TV’s investigative reporter, Tim Lopes, 
was kidnapped and brutally murdered 
by drug traffickers in Brazil, there was no 
outcry at all. 

The single deadliest event carried out 
against journalists since 1992 was the 
2009 massacre of 32 media personnel 
and 26 others in the town of Ampatuan, 
Maguindanao province, Philippines. 
The victims, in a convoy travelling to a 
political event, were ambushed by 100 
men. The aftermath of the Maguindanao 
massacre (aka Ampatuan massacre) was a 
fiasco of contaminated evidence, intimi-
dated witnesses, charges of corruption, 
threats and violence, and the replace-
ment of several lead prosecutors, most 
recently in October 2012. 

What follows is a list of some of the 
journalists killed in 2012 whose deaths 
have been confirmed as, or are suspected 
of being, targeted murders reported by 
INSI, CPJ and Reporters Without Borders.
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gilles jacquier, a French 
journalist, was among eight 
killed by hostile fire during 
a pro-regime rally in Homs, 
Syria, January 11. Although 
most foreign journalists 
have been banned from 

Syria since March 2011, the award-winning 
journalist and cameraman for France 2 
TV was one of 12 invited to Homs on a 
government-authorized trip. 

wisut “ae inside” tangwitthayaporn, editor 
and owner of Inside Phuket newspaper, was 
shot three times, Jan. 12 on the island of 
Phuket, Thailand, by gunmen on a motor-
cycle as he drove with his wife along a busy 
street during rush hour. Inside Phuket had 
been reporting on illegal land titles.

marie colvin, American journalist with the 
Sunday Times, was killed in Homs, Syria, 
Feb. 22, along with French photojournalist 
rémi ochlik, when their makeshift press 
centre was shelled by Syrian forces loyal 
to President Bashar al-Assad. Despite the 
ban on foreign journalists, many smuggled 
themselves into Syria to cover the country’s 
conflict. 

ali ahmed abdi, a reporter 
with Radio Galkayo 
and contributor to the 
pro-government website 
Puntlandi, was shot in the 
head near his home in 
Galkayo, Somalia, March 4. 

Radio Galkayo is one of the few outspoken 
critics of the insurgent group Al-Shabaab, 
which has fought the Puntland administra-
tion since 2007 and is suspected of shooting 
another reporter and throwing a grenade 
into the station.

regina martinez pérez, a reporter for 
Proceso magazine known for her in-depth 
reporting on drug cartels, was found dead 
in her home in Xalapa, Mexico, April 28. She 
had been brutally beaten and strangled. 
In the week before her murder, she had 
covered stories involving the activities of 
various drug cartels. 

Farhan jeemis abdulle was gunned down 
on his way home from work at Radio Daljir 
in Galkayo, Somalia, May 2. He started as 
a reporter with the station and became a 
producer, editor and host. He was also a 
correspondent for Simba Radio, Mogadishu. 
He had been threatened a few days before 
the attack; the suspects are Al-Shabaab 
insurgents. 

jamal uddin, a reporter for the Bengali-
language Gramer Kagoj, was attacked by a 
group of men wielding machetes and other 
sharp weapons in a tea stall in Kashipur 
village, Bangladesh, June 15. A suspect 
told police they had drugged Uddin and 
attacked him when he passed out; the 
attack was in reprisal for his reporting on 
the local drug trade.

valério luiz de oliveira, host of a radio 
sports program known for his critical com-
mentary on the local soccer team’s manage-
ment, was shot at least four times outside 
the Radio Journal offices in Goiânia, Brazil, 
July 5. He had been banned from the team’s 
headquarters.

mika yamamoto was killed in clashes 
between rebels and Syrian government 
forces in Aleppo, Syria, Aug. 20. She was a 
video and photojournalist for Japan Press 
and was among a group of journalists trav-
elling with the rebel Free Syrian Army to a 
bombed out area when a group of govern-
ment soldiers opened fire on them. 

abdirahman yasin ali, 
director of Radio Hamar 
(Voice of Democracy), was 
among three journalists 
killed by suicide bombers 
in a café in Mogadishu, 
Somalia, Sept. 20. Two men 

entered the café, which was frequented by 
the press and civil servants, and detonated 
bombs, killing 14 people and injuring 20.

ahmed Farah ilyas was 
killed by three gunmen in 
Las Anod, Somalia, Oct. 23, 
hours after reporting on 
a bombing that authori-
ties blamed on Islamic 
insurgents. Ahmed was a 

correspondent for London-based Universal 
TV and had been detained with two other 
journalists on Oct. 12, in connection with 
coverage of Las Anod residents who sup-
ported the new prime minister.

julius cauzo, a radio journalist, was 
fatally shot by a gunman on a motorcycle 
in Cabanatuan City, Philippines, Nov. 8. He 
had received death threats prior to the 
attack, but the motive was unclear. Cauzo 
was an outspoken critic of local politics and 
corruption. 

by the numbers

The Committee to Protect Journalists 
began keeping records in 1992;
946 journalists have been killed world-
wide since that date.

473 journalists were held in captivity at 
the end of 2012. 

annual stats: 
1992: 44 killed  
Deadliest country: Tajikistan (9 killed)

1997: 26 killed  
Deadliest country: India (7 killed)

2002: 21 killed  
Deadliest country: Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory (3 killed)

2007: 70 killed  
Deadliest country: Iraq (32)

2012 (as of November 26): 55 killed 
Deadliest country: Syria (22)

Note: these figures relate to journalists known 
to have been killed because of their work and 
do not include media workers or those who 
have been killed with unconfirmed motives. 

The grave of Anna Politkovskaya at the 
Troyekurovskoye Cemetery in Moscow. 
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Jon Lane is the former executive director 
of the UN’s Water Supply and Sanitation 
Collaborative Council. WaterCan presented 
him with the Michael Lubbock Award in 
October in Ottawa for his contributions in 
the field of international water and sanita-
tion. The following are excerpts from his 
acceptance speech.

i started work in water and sanitation 
in developing countries in 1987, the 
same year WaterCan was founded . 

It was a very exciting time to come in . 
I was one of a cohort of people attracted 
to this work by the International Drinking 
Water Supply and Sanitation Decade (1981 
to 1990) .

a lot of organizations were formed 
in that decade and a lot of professional 
people were inspired to become part of 
that work . We are still fortunate that some 
of that decade’s innovations and ideas 
have been of great help to us over a long 
time . For example, it was the decade that 
changed the way we looked at water and 
sanitation, which had previously been 
thought of as a utility, a municipal duty, 
and brought in the concept of what was 
originally called “community participa-
tion,” then “community management .” 
Now we would use the phrase “people-
centred approaches,” but the idea that 
the most important people, when we are 
looking at improving lives, are the people 
themselves is a thought that took root dur-
ing that decade . 

Something else was the invention or 
development of different technical solu-
tions in water and sanitation that were 
designed to be maintained by people 

themselves . Whether that would be in 
water or sanitation, these are some of the 
fundamentals of our trade to this day . That 
was an important milestone in getting our 
work going . 

The year at the end of the decade, 1990, 
subsequently became adopted as the base 
year for the Millennium Development 
Goals . The MDGs raised the political 
profile of development issues in general . 
[They} also gave us not just the targets, but 
the measures against which we have been 
carrying out our work ever since . 

a couple of thoughts on how we are 
getting on using the MDGs as our bench-
marks:

If we look at water, we are not doing 
badly . There are lots of organizations that 
work in water . It is an attractive subject 
and something we’re passionate about, 
but it is also something we can commu-
nicate relatively easily . It is something 
politicians love . Every politician likes 
to have their photo taken working a tap 
and nice clean water comes out . We are 
exceeding population growth, so, as the 

world’s population increases, the number 
of people still without water is decreasing, 
and that is great . We are moving in the 
right direction . 

There have been a couple of blind al-
leys over the last 20 years . Perhaps the 
big one is an idea that was very strongly 
pushed about 15 years ago — that the pri-
vate sector would come in to developing 
countries with new investment and would 
be the answer to our water problems . That 
never happened . It just got started and 
kind of fizzled out .

There are a couple of things that are still 
bothering me . One is that in the future, we 
are going to have huge problems in main-
tenance and replacement of water supply 
systems . Everybody loves to do something 
new, and when we are doing our fund-
raising or whatever, it’s great to be able 
to say, “here are some people who do not 
have water and as a result of what we are 
doing they will have water .” But in terms 
of the numbers, of people and amounts of 
money, the really big tasks are much less 
glamorous — maintenance, operation and 

Misrak Dida Primary School students and headmaster stand before the newly constructed 
latrine facilities at their school.
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a sobering report on UN goals
there are still 2.5 billion people without toilets and sewage systems.
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replacement of water infrastructure .
The other one, the biggest challenge, is 

that, behind those numbers and that head-
line of “we’ve achieved the MDG target,” 
don’t forget that the MDG target is reduc-
ing the people unserved by half, which is 
a pretty pathetic target . 

What really bothers me are the people 
who don’t have water, because you can 
bet they are the poorest; the excluded; the 
minorities . They are the neglected in their 
own societies and globally . The important 
thing we have to do is make sure those 
people are the ones we put at the centre, 
to catch up with the good fortune of oth-
ers . There is a really strong issue here 
about the equitable provision of water 
services .

Sanitation and hygiene have tradition-
ally been badly neglected . Sanitation is 
a much less attractive subject . I have not 
met many politicians who want to have 
their photos taken [while] opening toilets . 
We’ve all struggled with sanitation and 
you can see it in the MDG numbers . We 
are not even keeping pace with population 
growth . There are still 2 .5 billion people 
without sanitation and that is the task . 

hygiene has also been neglected . If you 
look at the numbers, one thing that stands 
out is that in terms of reducing diarrhea in 
children, for example, it is simple hygiene 
measures, such as washing hands, that ac-
tually [cut] the numbers of diarrhea cases 
and deaths .

I do see three positive points with sani-
tation . The first [involves] the methods of 
work in the field . We’ve seen various great 
ideas and, for a year or two, we thought, 
“oh yeah, this is it,” and then “oh, actu-
ally no, that didn’t really work .” But there 
is one that is now proving to be the most 
exciting single idea in sanitation that I’ve 
seen . It is the community-led sanitation 
philosophy that was born in Bangladesh 
12 years ago from work done by Robert 
Chambers at Sussex University .

[It created] a whole range of methods, 
of working with communities to help 
them analyse their own situations, make 
informed judgments for their futures and 
apply that philosophy . We want to have 
that right, that opportunity to make our 
own decisions about our futures . [It was 
in] applying those ideas that this meth-
odology was born and it has spread like 
wildfire . That’s a real plus in achieving 
enormous, rapid progress on sanitation .

The second point is on the more poitical 
level — the designation of the Interna-
tional Year of Sanitation in 2008 . The idea 
for that came from your first Michael Lub-

bock laureate, Maggie Catley-Carlson .
That year really moved us forward 

in a number of ways, because it brought 
sanitation to the attention of political 
leaders all around the world who previ-
ously had not been interested . We, the 
sanitation enthusiasts, were able to agree 
on some common messages on sanitation 
and the benefits it can bring, not only in 
social development, but also in economic 
development . Those clear messages are 
standing us in good stead, and the Inter-
national Year of Sanitation has given us a 
huge boost . 

The third one was last year’s resolution 
by the United Nations that not only water, 
but also sanitation, are human rights . In 
the case of water, that had been sort of 
presumed, but the sanitation part of it was 
contentious . I think it is enormously excit-
ing that this has been done . 

It means that the work we do is not 
some sort of charitable gesture; it’s actu-
ally serving people’s rights and support-
ing and enabling them to stand up for 
their rights . That is a total switch of mind-
set and is immensely powerful . 

In terms of future issues in sanitation, 
the point about equity that I mentioned 
in water also applies in sanitation . We do 
have some technical difficulties to over-
come, notably in urban areas . With more 
than half the world’s population now 
urban, the next three billion who will join 
that population will almost all be living in 

urban areas in developing countries . That 
is a shockingly huge sanitation problem 
we need to deal with . 

There is a great deal to do . The opti-
mism I have as I look to the future is that 
we are now getting better in knowing how 
to communicate with politicians and what 
we need to do . Now that the MDG time 
scale is coming to an end in 2015, politi-
cians are already thinking about how they 
want to shape the post-2015 global devel-
opment agenda . 

What we need to do is to communicate 
to those political leaders and decision 
makers that water and sanitation are es-
sential for the whole framework of global 
development post 2015 . They are not to 
be thought of as little topics in isolation, 
but are a fundamental part of the aspira-
tions we have for the world in social and 
economic development beyond 2015 . We 
also need to be persuading other people 
that water and sanitation can help them 
achieve their goals – for example, people 
who work in health, education or eco-
nomic development, or in so many other 
different areas . If we can explain to them 
that water and sanitation are tools that 
can help them achieve their aims, that is 
going to be extraordinary and extremely 
powerful . 

Jon Lane is the former executive director 
of the UN’s Water Supply and Sanitation 
Collaborative Council .

Residents played an active role in planning and implementing the new Kaberni Village well 
in Siyaya District, Uganda.
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utterly unperturbed, Lili ana Ro-
drigues gently pries open the roof 
of a handmade wooden bee box, 

slices off paper-thin peaks of miniature 
mountains made of charcoal-coloured 
parchment, and carefully inserts a plastic 
syringe into what should be the danger-
ous, inner domain of several hundred 
wild bees .

The inner hive is, in fact, pulsating with 
tiny yellow-and-black Melipona bees . 
humming squadrons quickly take forma-
tion to alight on her hand and hair . as 
nectar is drawn up into her chef’s syringe, 
then dabbed onto a spoon for strangers 
to taste, more Meliponas arrive and seem 
poised to attack the invaders . 

But instead, the stingerless bees merely 
tickle as they crawl across human arms 
and eyebrows, apparently foraging for 
some new exotic blossom to savour and 
pollinate . No doubt they are dismayed to 
taste only salty sweat, since they lose in-
terest and disappear quickly .

By contrast, the amber gold nectar they 
produce glides across the palate like liquid 
silk . More fluid than honey made from 
domestic bees, it transmits a translucent 
sparkle, has a unique lemony finish and 
a tart hint of acidity to temper the natural 
sugar . Only a single drop is needed to ig-
nite a delighted grin .

Nobody knows this better than Rich-
ardson Frazao, a 32-year-old Brazilian 
biologist who has become a leading sci-
entific authority on the wild bees of the 
amazon . he is also the field manager of 
an innovative program to protect the Meli-
ponas and the biodiverse habitat they both 
depend on and sustain . 

Ms Rodrigues’ 70 wild bee boxes, built 
in a grove of tropical fruit and nut trees 
about 200 kilometres from the equatorial 
port of Belém, serve as the most successful 
pilot project within a dozen poor, remote 
communities in the eastern amazon . Each 
hive produces about one litre per year, 
which she bottles and sells as nectar . She 
also uses the wax-like propolis to make 
distinctly scented soap, shampoo and cos-

metic products . 
The annual income this generates for 

her family is modest by Brazilian stan-
dards, and meagre by North american or 
European standards . But in a region rav-
aged by high unemployment, such self-
generated income is a domestic godsend . 

More strategically, Ms Rodrigues’ 
income from wild nectar husbandry is 
higher — and more sustainable — than 
the only alternative: being paid low wages 
to slash, burn and raze the tropical forests 
for lumber and cattle interests . To date, 
70 million hectares have already fallen in 
amazonia, and her small land holding 
is on the northern front of approaching 
clear-cuts (see map) . 

The bulwark against this, Richardson 
has calculated, will be rural communi-
ties that replicate Ms Rodrigues’ example 
and discover they can earn higher, more 
enduring incomes by protecting their for-

ests rather than being temporarily hired to 
help destroy them . 

his daring plan has the backing of the 
Peabiru Institute (a science-oriented foun-
dation based in Belém), the Netherlands’ 
Royal Tropical Institute, Conservation In-
ternational and The Nature Conservancy . 
all agree that Richardson’s wild bee ini-
tiative may be the most effective way to 
protect remaining amazon forests, restore 
biodiversity and promote economic equity 
among some of Brazil’s poorest peoples . 

That is a lot of weight to rest on the 
delicate wings of an insect barely bigger 
than a fingernail . But the saving grace is 
that there are billions of them, in hundreds 
of species, each of which evolution has 
selected to pollinate distinct trees, flow-
ers and shrubs . That means they are the 
lynchpin of biodiversity .

In the most-dense parts of still-in-
tact amazonia forests, Richardson has 

Biodiversity in a bottle
to combat deforestation in brazil, scientists have enlisted an unlikely ally: wild bees

By Paul McKay

Meliponas nectar from wild Amazon bees is carefully extracted. Almost 80 species per hect-
are have been found in pristine tropical forests.
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recorded up to 79 different species of 
Melipona bees in a single hectare . This 
confirms a jaw-dropping level of indig-
enous forest biodiversity there, but it is by 
no means an isolated example . 

Of the 20,000 wild bee species globally, 

there are 400 known species of Melipona 
bees in the amazon basin, which extends 
into Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador . about 
10 new species are discovered each year . 
Richardson himself may soon be credited 
with one if independent tests verify his 
discovery . 

Shy with strangers, but quick to flash 
a genial smile – especially within tasting 
distance of Melipona nectar – he hopes 
to maximize community bee projects by 
combining science and social engagement . 

“I get lots of pleasure from identifying 
wild bees, and from doing pure science,” 
the PhD candidate says during a trans-
lated interview in his Peabiru Institute 
office . “But science is only part of the solu-
tion . The other part is to show communi-
ties the real value of biodiversity, and to 
empower them to protect it .”

To that end, Peabiru and global foun-
dations have, since 2006, helped finance 
more than 2,000 remote bee box place-
ments with 350 families in 16 remote 
communities . There, typical cash in-
comes average less than $3 per day . The 
recipients include indigenous tribes, 
afro-Brazilian slave descendants called 
Quilombolas, and the rural poor . 

In each setting, Richardson looks for 
entrepreneurial champions, such as Ro-
drigues, to ignite community interest with 
bottom-line economics . a typical bee box 
costs $25 to make with local labour and 

materials, but yields nectar worth up to 
$90 each production season . The bee pol-
lination also increases the nearby yields 
of edible fruits and nuts, which can be 
harvested for subsistence food or sold for 
cash . 

as with domestic bees, Melipona hives 
that thrive in biologically rich forests, 
can be split and transplanted to new bee 
boxes, which in turn can be divided again . 
So, in the manner of bank bonds paying 
compound interest, Richardson and the 
Peabiru Institute hope to soon see their 
original investments (jointly shared by 
Peabiru and community associations) ac-
celerate in scale and value . 

They have plans to enlist Brazil’s net-
work of embassies and globally famous 
chefs to promote the “amazon amber” 
Meliponas nectar; sell the scented soap 
and cosmetics under special labels; and 
scale up production by using solar-pow-
ered extractors where power grids don’t 
exist . Long-range goals include a portable, 
commercial-grade honey processing unit 
that also refrigerates the nectar so it does 
not crystallize or ferment before it can 
reach outside markets .

however, Richardson cautions, the 
health of the wild bees and the forests they 
sustain will remain the highest priority . 
Their plan includes carefully confining 
each Melipona species to its endemic loca-
tion, not mixing species in adjacent bee 
boxes or districts and not trying to torque 
production beyond the natural limits de-
fined by evolution . 

“as more poor communities join in 
wild nectar production, they will fight to 
protect and even begin restoring native 
tropical forests,” predicts Joao Meirelles, 
a noted amazon scholar, author and 
founder of Peabiru . “The numbers are on 
our side . Every hectare saved can support 
50 to 80 Melipona species, and up to 500 
bee boxes with a foraging range of 600 
hectares .”

Richardson nods, adding:
“My dream is that these amazon com-

munities can position themselves in a 
market where they are paid proper value 
for their work and unique, high-quality 
product, while at the same time protecting 
their forest and biodiversity .” 

and does the scientist who works with 
bees all day dream of otherworldly Meli-
pona nectar at night? a surprised, faintly 
guilty grin telegraphs his answer . 

Paul McKay is an award-winning jour-
nalist . More project details can be found 
at: www .peabiru .org .br

This map shows the scale and location of Amazonia deforestation, and the collateral dam-
age in lost biodiversity. Belém (marked by a red dot) is located in the northeast.

Brazilian artisans make soap, shampoo and 
cosmetic products, which earn them higher 
incomes than would clearing Amazon for-
ests for farming or palm-oil production.
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Thomas Dormandy, a retired British 
pathologist who knows whereof 
he speaks, has a great deal to tell 

us about opium as well as morphine 
and heroin, the two even more power-
ful painkilling drugs derived from it . 
his exhaustive, but not exhausting, new 
book, Opium: Reality’s Dark Dream (Yale 
University Press, US$40), is a splendidly 
informative and enjoyably written social 
history of the subject . 

Naturally it is full of information on 
the use of opiates in medicine and the 
role they play in crime, but it also deals 
quite substantively with opiates in art, 
literature, pop culture, myth, politics, busi-
ness and war . For example, Dr . Dormandy 
offers frightening statistics about addic-
tion levels among U .S . military personnel 
during the Vietnam War, when heroin was 
North Vietnam’s most effective weapon . I 
was halfway through this intriguing book, 
having just passed a photo of U .S . soldiers 
spraying insecticide on afghan poppy 
fields in 2008 (“Eradicating the poppy was 
later recognized as incompatible with the 
winning of hearts and minds”) when I 
paused to pick up the morning newspaper 
and spotted a pertinent story .

By a large margin, afghanistan is the 
world’s biggest producer of opium (a title 
long held by India during the days of the 
Raj) . The paper reported that the white 
poppy harvest in afghanistan — the red 
variety, which grows wild, has no narcotic 
effect — peaked in 2007 and in the past 
several years has been declining, despite 
its importance as the primary cash crop 
of the country’s poor and one of the main 
sources of revenue for insurgent fighters . 
Now, the news story reported, a new plant 
disease is blighting the crop . This led to 
“heroin droughts” in some places, appar-
ently causing many users to turn to drugs 

made, not from the poppy, but rather, like 
cocaine, from the coca plant . 

The report put particular emphasis on 
desomorphine (the street name is “kroko-
dil”): “a crude codeine-based drug that us-
ers inject .” What all the above says to me 
is that opium, unlike methamphetamine 
and the other man-made drugs that are 

quickly eroding opium’s market share 
internationally, has often been bound up 
with classical economics and with social 
and foreign policy and hence, sometimes, 
with diplomacy as well .

The most famous physician of the 19th 
Century, Sir William Osler of McGill Uni-
versity and later Oxford, called opium 

opium as product and policy
By George Fetherling 

george Fetherling
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Afghanistan is, by far, the world’s biggest producer of opium (a title long held by India during 
the days of the Raj).



“God’s own medicine,” for it certainly 
eliminated pain and did so quickly . In 
Switzerland, there is archeological evi-
dence of opium use during the Stone age, 
long before it spread to the ancient as-
syrians, the Sumerians (who called it hul 
Gil or “plant of joy”), the Persians, the 
Egyptians, and so on, down into Greek 
and Roman times . In those last two civi-
lizations, it took the form of a hard cake 
mostly for consumption at home . arab 
traders introduced what they called affyon 
(also romanized as af-yum, ufian or asiun) 
to India and China . 

The stuff had uses even when not 
smoked, taken as a tincture or (later on) 
mixed with alcohol to make laudanum . 
Early arabic sources, Dr . Dormandy tells 
us, indicate that it “could also be used 
in diplomatic bargaining .” Certainly it 
could be taxed, becoming thereby a multi-
purpose treatment for political and social 
woes as well as relief of human suffer-
ing . In time, its use spread almost every-
where, especially to Europe, Britain and 
the young american republic . Franklin 
Roosevelt owed his family fortune to his 
ancestors, the Delano clan, who prospered 
in the opium business . But it was only 
when the two asian giants, India and 
China, were forced into two-way trade on 
an unheard-of scale that opium became a 
major international epidemic .

Chinese physicians had been prescrib-
ing medicinal opium for ages when, in the 
late 17th Century, Dutch and Portuguese 
sailors introduced the population to to-
bacco — and to the maritime practice of 
adding a touch of opium to the bowl of 
the pipe . Tobacco addiction became so 
widespread that the emperor banned it 
— but not opium, which became the new 
addiction, at least for the wealthy . Then, 
in 1793, the East India Company, the Lon-
don-based joint-stock company that had 
taken over much of the Indian subconti-
nent — operating its own army and navy, 
even issuing its own coinage — sent an 
emissary to the Manchu court in Beijing, 
which had banned foreign opium 14 years 
earlier . a long and maddeningly complex 
series of diplomatic initiatives brought the 
British no satisfaction, though opium still 
got through . 

In 1839, the emperor began publicly 
burning stocks of imported opium . The 
following year, two British frigates arrived 
and destroyed the Chinese fleet, igniting 
what has gone down in infamy as the 
First Opium War (to distinguish it from 
the Second Opium War of 1853, another 
one-sided victory for the British) . Foreign 

traders had long been limited to one small 
section of Canton (Guangzhou) . The Brit-
ish and others demanded and got free 
“treaty ports” and fat reparations . Opium 
from British India now floated into China 
almost to the point of drowning it . 

China’s opium problem lasted into 
the first half of the 20th Century . Chi-

ang Kai-shek’s dictatorship was backed 
up by opium taxes as well as american 
aid money . Whatever else they did, the 
communists under Mao Zedong banned 
opium effectively, italicizing their point 
by executing tens of thousands of addicts 
and suppliers . The sudden availability, in 
the 19th Century, of syringes for subcuta-
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An engraving depicting an Ottoman opium seller by London’s F.W. Topham, circa 1850. 



WINTER 2013  |  JAN-FEB-MAR62

DELIGhTS|bOOks

neous injection had given medical people 
and self-medicating individuals a new 
and faster way to deliver the drug to the 
brain . The device was especially useful in 
wartime . Florence Nightingale not only 
used it to treat her wounded charges but 
regularly injected herself as well . By then, 
and for several generations afterwards, 
opium was an element in all manner of 
quack remedies and patent medicines . 
One especially popular american elixir 
named Mother’s Friend was given to in-
fants who cried more than their parents 
could tolerate . Some of the babies died of 
an overdose . 

Opium was legal in North america 
until the early 20th Century, by which 
time more dangerous souped-up opium 
products had long been available . as long 
ago as 1827, Merck, now one of the larg-
est drug companies in the world, began 

marketing morphine . although many 
unsupervised individuals would become 
addicted to it as time wore on, the drug 
was under the control of medical profes-
sionals to an extent that plain old opium 
never was . But this “medicalisation,” to 
use Dr . Dormandy’s term, was double-
edged . While many physicians expressed 
concern about use of the drug for pur-
poses other than surgery, many others 
were themselves recreational users . Dr . 
Dormandy cites an american physician 
who proclaimed in 1885 that one-third of 
all medical doctors in New York City were 
addicted to morphine .

This was not the case with heroin, 
which was made available in 1898 by the 
German firm that is now the worldwide 
purveyor of aspirin and such, Bayer aG 
(pronounced BY-er in German) . heroin 
had five times the power of morphine . 

The medical community respected its 
potential to harm and kill, even though, 
paradoxically, heroin in its early days was 
not thought habit-forming and indeed 
was considered a cure for morphine ad-
diction . The 1930s american gangster, 
Lucky Luciano, was, so to speak, the mar-
keting genius behind the spread of heroin 
to his nation’s back alleys and other dark 
urban spaces .

Opium, which requires enormous 
labour, skill and patience to cultivate 
and harvest, has been fighting a losing 
battle for decades now with drugs that 
any smart chemistry grad student might 
concoct: ecstasy, crystal meth, and so on . 
Yet, as Pierre-arnaud Chouvy shows us 
in his book, Opium: Uncovering the Politics 
of the Poppy (harvard University Press, 
US$27 .95), opium and its two main de-
rivatives still command attention and 
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Afghan women smoke opium. Author Pierre-Arnaud Chouvy writes that the price of one kilogram of Afghan opium rose from between US$95 
and US$120 to US$500 after American troops arrived.
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warrant great concern, partly because 
they are very much victors and victims 
in geopolitics and the policies of various 
governments . 

First, there was the area of northern-
most Thailand and Myanmar that became 
known as the Golden Triangle, because 
opium middlemen would trade their com-
modity to other middlemen in exchange 
for ingots of 99-percent pure gold . (So 
claimed Bertil Lintner from Sweden, one 
of the world’s most skilled reporters, who 
for years somehow managed to file from 
inside Myanmar when being a journalist 
there was, to say the least, a felony .) The 
Triangle lost much of its importance by 
the late 1990s, but continues to provoke 
thoughtful books such as a recent work by 
Thein Swe and Paul Chambers titled Cash-
ing in across the Golden Triangle: Thailand’s 
Northern Border Trade with China, Laos, and 
Myanmar (University of Washington Press, 
US$20 paper) . Such works have a slightly 
historical ring to them now that attention 
has turned instead to the Golden Crescent 
in Central asia . 

The Crescent’s rise was slow at first, 
owing to politics and war . For example, 
when the last shah of Iran, Mohammad 
Reza Pahlavi, banned opium in 1955, he 
opened the door for increased production 
in Pakistan and afghanistan, which, by 
the time of his death in 1980, were flood-
ing the market — afghanistan especially . 
This has been the pattern: as one supplier 
nation has been forced to cut back, another 
rises to prominence . 

On the one hand, opium exists, or 
doesn’t, at the whim of various govern-
ments . One suspects that the U .S . will 
force the newly liberalized Myanmar to 
suppress opium — as a trade-off, one 
might say, for the office towers, luxury ho-
tels and Starbucks that will begin popping 
up there before too long . But drug suppli-
ers worldwide are skilled manipulators, 
as sensitive to economic change as any 
foreign-exchange arbitrageur . Mr . Chouvy, 
who is a fellow of the Centre national de la 
recherche scientifique of Paris, points out 
that a kilogram of afghan opium sold for 
between US$95 and US$120 once the Tali-
ban drove down the market price, but rose 
to US$500 after american troops arrived . 

Mr . Chouvy has written a thorough 
book . If not nearly so readable as Dr . Dor-
mandy’s, it has a section of useful maps 
and a fine bibliography — from which we 
learn that the fellow author Mr . Chouvy 
quotes most often is a .W . McCoy, who 
wrote The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia 
(1972, later revised), a work that stands 
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alongside Mr . Lintner’s own classic in the 
field, Burma in Revolt: Opium and Insur-
gency since 1948 (1994) .

are there still opium addicts here in the 
West when chemical opioids and other not 
entirely organic drugs have sopped up the 
market? Unfortunately, yes, on the basis 
of Steven Martin’s dramatic-sounding 
book, Opium Fiend: A 21st Century Slave to 
a 19th Century Addiction (Random house 
of Canada, $31 cloth) . Mr . Martin was an 
expat american and naval veteran when 

he worked in Thailand as a travel writer 
and freelance reporter . he became fas-
cinated with opium pipes and the other 
paraphernalia used in opium smoking in 
earlier times . he built an important collec-
tion of these artifacts, which he then drew 
on for his first book, The Art of Opium 
Antiques . Unfortunately, he was also using 
them for the purpose for which they were 
intended . his new book describes how 
he underwent a successful withdrawal . It 
is every bit as horrifying as Thomas De 
Quincey’s famous Confessions of an English 
Opium-Eater but, needless to say, far more 
readable . Near the beginning he writes, “I 
began to dwell on morbid visions of my 
corpse being discovered, the centerpiece 
of a room that looked as though it had 
been ransacked by a madman .” You get 
the idea .

and brieFly…

More than once I’ve writ ten 
in this space about Robert D . 
Kaplan, the virtually unique 

combination of foreign policy analyst, 
defence and security consultant, travel 
writer extraordinaire and all-round public 

intellectual . his new book The Revenge 
of Geography (Random house of Canada, 
$34) puts the emphasis on geo in the word 
geopolitics . It’s astonishingly wide-ranging 
if also a trifle familiar, as it reprints much 
material from four of Mr . Kaplan’s previ-
ous books, albeit four of his lesser known 

American soldiers in Helmand province, Afghanistan, greet children working in the farmlands 
near their base.
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ones, not Balkan Ghosts: A Journey through 
History or Ends of the Earth: A Journey at the 
Dawn of 21st Century.

Timothy Wilford’s book, Canada’s Road 
to the Pacific War (UBC Press, $37 .95 pa-
per), is the latest work of scholarship to 
further the growing interest in Canada’s 
asia Pacific role in the mid-20th Century . 
“Intelligence, Strategy, and the Far East 
Crisis” is its subtitle .

One of the more topical new books of 
interest is Thomas Graham Jr .’s Unending 
Crisis: National Security Policy after 9/11, 
focusing on North Korea, Iran, Iraq, af-
ghanistan and other hot spots . another 
is Contagion: Health, Fear, Sovereignty, 
in which Bruce Magnusson and Zahi 
Zalloura assemble recent thinking on 
biological warfare and naturally occurring 

epidemics . Both books are University of 
Washington Press paperbacks (US$24 .95) . 

as for humanitarian disasters, they 
are the subject of Africa’s Deadliest Conflict 
(Wilfrid Laurier University Press, $38 .95 
paper), in which Walter C . Soderlund and 
three others examine the sorry story of 
the media’s coverage of — and the United 
Nations’ role in — the war in the Congo . 
These events figure prominently in Ian 
McKay and Jamie Swift’s Warrior Nation: 
Rebranding Canada in an Age of Anxiety (Be-
tween the Lines, $26 .95 paper), a study of 
rising militarism .

George Fetherling’s book The Writing 
Life: Journals 1975—2005 will be pub-
lished in april by McGill-Queen’s Uni-
versity Press . 
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Morocco’s culinary roots can be 
traced back to nomads, known 
as Berbers, who lived off the 

land . Subsequently, traders and conquer-
ing nations introduced a myriad of food 
customs, but the most profound impact 
came with the 7th-Century arab invasion, 
which brought a wide variety of exotic 
spices (cumin, cinnamon, saffron, ginger 
and caraway) .

Today, the cuisine of Morocco, a coun-

try located on the northwest coast of af-
rica, is one of the richest and most highly 
appreciated in North africa . Recipes 
combine not only a broad range of exotic 
spices, but other flavours, thanks to com-
mon home-grown ingredients such as gar-
lic, onions, honey, almonds, olives, olive 
oil, cilantro, mint, lemons and other fruits . 

Popular, too, are macerated products 
including preserved lemons, olives, pep-
pers and eggplant as well as a very rich 
nutty oil derived from the pits of the fruit 
of the argan tree, found in the arid region 
of southern Morocco . add the historical 
mixing of sweet and savoury dishes that 
combine meat with fruit, and the result 
is a gastronomy characterized by subtle 
scents and delicate flavours, frequently 
augmented with a zip of pungency . and 
one must not ignore the elegant presenta-
tions .

The staple of Moroccan cuisine is cous-
cous, made of durum wheat or semolina, 
which is made into the shape of a grain — 
indeed many people mistake it for a grain . 

The preparation of couscous requires a 
series of time-consuming steps, so is often 
only on a family’s menu on Fridays (or 
Saturdays and Sundays in some situa-
tions) and on Muslim holy days, or for 
special occasions . although many Moroc-
can home cooks still employ the tradi-
tional technique of making couscous, there 
are excellent quality pre-cooked versions 
available, which take a matter of minutes 
to prepare .

To find out more about the cuisine, I 
visited Moroccan ambassador Nouzha 
Chekrouni, who explained that there are 
four main types of couscous: a “seven-
vegetable” couscous, a rather sweet Tfayer 
couscous with caramelized onions and rai-
sins, a sweet cinnamon couscous dusted 
with icing sugar, and a sweet and savoury 
tiered couscous with a layer of cooked 
meat or poultry arranged between two 
layers of cooked couscous, then finished 
with cinnamon and a dusting of icing 
sugar . all four are served as entrées . 

The ambassador emphasized that cous-
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cous is a dish intended to be shared with 
others, whether at a reunion of family and 
friends or at the mosque where worship-
ers (regulars or visitors), regardless of 
status, share platters of it . 

Bread is another staple . Khubza, a 
round, flat, crusty, yeast bread, is part of 
every family meal . Only left to rise once, 
this bread is airy enough to facilitate the 
absorption of tajine sauces, yet compact 
enough to carry food to the mouth, which 
is important because Moroccans don’t tra-
ditionally use cutlery .

Moroccan cuisine boasts world-re-
nowned tajines . all sorts of meats, poultry 
and fish (sometimes beef and lamb brains 
or calves’ feet) are cooked with vegetables, 
dried fruits and olives in a covered, cone-
shaped pottery vessel, also called a tajine, 
from which the dish gets its name .

among the national dishes is harira, a 
thick Moroccan soup eaten at breakfast, 
lunch or dinner . Lentils, chickpeas, pieces 
of lamb and a final addition of rice make 
up this nutritious dish . During the holy 
season of Ramadan, when Muslims fast 
from sunrise to sunset, a bowl of harira 
is served with dates both at home and in 
restaurants to break the fast .

For Eid-al-Fitr, which marks the end of 
Ramadan, a customary feast would surely 
include pastilla (also known as b’steeya) . 
This sweet and savoury pie ranks among 
the most decadent and elegant of Moroc-
can dishes . Layers of tissue-thin phyllo 
pastry (usually 8 to 10) are delicately and 
skilfully manipulated to enclose a filling, 
historically consisting of pigeon, almonds, 
cinnamon, sugar, eggs, parsley, cilantro 
and a sprinkle of orange-flavoured water . 
Today, chicken, fish or seafood are com-
mon alternatives to pigeon . There are even 
dessert pastillas filled with pastry cream .

 Seventy days after Ramadan, Muslims 
celebrate Eid-al-Kabir . On this occasion, 
they cook michoui, a whole lamb on a spit 
over a fire or in an oven and serve it in 
its entirety at the table . Pieces are cut off, 
one at a time, and dipped into a dish of 
ground cumin . Many Moroccans enjoy a 
glass of tea with their michoui to cut the 
fat of the roasted lamb .

 When it comes to everyday family 
meals, Moroccans sit on benches and eat 
at low, round tables . In many homes, the 
thumb, index and middle fingers of the 
right hand or pieces of bread are used to 
pick up food to carry to the mouth . 

For Moroccans, the day typically begins 
with a breakfast of mlawi (galettes) or gra-
chel (brioches), beghrir (pancakes) or bread, 
butter and jam . Except during the holy 

month of Ramadan, the principal meal is 
served at midday, but again, that custom 
is changing with time . For most families, 
this meal consists of only one main dish, 
such as a tajine or a couscous dish, or a 
hearty soup served with bread, salad, cold 
vegetables and perhaps rice on the side . 
Fresh fruit is the usual family dessert . 

On special occasions, the meal would 
begin with a series of hot and cold salads, 
next a tajine or a hearty lamb or chicken 
dish, then a plate of couscous crowned 
with meats and vegetables . For dessert, 
the menu would include rich pastries 
made with almond, dates, sesame seeds 
and honey . 

 Generally speaking, all meals conclude 
with a glass of sweetened mint tea . In-
deed, tea figures prominently in Moroccan 
culture . In stores and shops, merchants 
frequently offer tea to their clients . 

Not to be forgotten are the many street 
vendors tempting passers-by with a tanta-
lizing array of foods from kebabs, soups 
and salads to complete meals and light 
snacks . and who could resist a “string of 
doughnuts?” a leaf of the gingerbread tree 
(similar to a palm tree) is passed through 
the centre of the doughnuts and the ends 
are knotted together . They can be pur-
chased by the half-kilogram, kilogram, or 
just by the handful . 

Now, travel with me to Morocco and 
enjoy my very own addictive and un-
orthodox version of pastilla. The recipe 
may appear long, however the ingredients 
are simple, and the cooking and assembly 
are straightforward . although optional, I 
always serve it with a light orange cream 
sauce, slivered poached dried apricots 
and, if available, fresh figs . Bon appétit .

moroccan chicken pastilla
 

Makes 6 servings
 
3/4 cup (180 mL) butter, divided
1/2 cup (125 mL) finely chopped onion          
1 tsp (5 mL) minced fresh garlic
3 cups (750 mL) shredded, cooked, roasted 
chicken (skin included)
1 1/4 tsp (7 mL) ground cinnamon, first 
addition
1/2 tsp (3 mL) turmeric
To taste, salt and crushed black pepper-
corns
1/2 cup (125 mL) chopped fresh parsley
1/3 cup (80 mL) chopped fresh cilantro
3 eggs
3 tbsp (45 mL) icing sugar, first addition
1/2 cup (125 mL) toasted slivered al-
monds
1 tsp (5 mL) lemon zest
1/4 cup (60 mL) slivered poached* dried 
apricots
8 sheets phyllo pastry
 
Flour paste:
1 1/2 tbsp (23 mL) all purpose flour
1 tbsp (15 mL) cold water
 
Dusting powder:
1 1/2 tsp (8 mL) icing sugar, second ad-
dition
1/4 tsp (2 mL) ground cinnamon, second 
addition 
 
1 . Over medium-low heat, melt 2 tbsp (30 
mL) of butter in a large non-stick skillet . 
add onions and garlic, sautée until onions 
are soft and slightly golden in colour .
2 . Remove skillet from heat . add chicken, 
cinnamon, turmeric, salt and crushed 
black peppercorns; toss gently . add pars-
ley and cilantro, toss; return skillet to heat 
and warm mixture through (about 2 min-
utes) . Remove skillet from heat .
3 . In a bowl, whisk together 3 eggs and 3 
tbsp (45 mL) icing sugar . In a medium-size 
non-stick skillet, over lowest heat possible, 
melt 2 tsp (10 mL) of butter . add egg mix-
ture and stir almost constantly until eggs 
are soft-scrambled (about 4 minutes) .
4 . add scrambled eggs to the chicken mix-
ture, toss gently to evenly distribute eggs .
5 . add toasted almonds, lemon zest and 
slivered apricots . Toss gently .
6 . In a small bowl (e .g ., ramekin dish) 
prepare a “flour paste” by mixing together 
flour and water until smooth . Set aside .
7 . Lightly butter all interior surfaces of an 
8-inch (20-cm) springform pan .
8 . Melt remaining butter and place in a 
small bowl (e .g ., ramekin dish) . Keeping 
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Tagines are served in conically shaped pot-
tery such as this.
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phyllo sheets in a stack**, lightly brush top 
sheet with melted butter before transfer-
ring to the prepared pan with one end of 
the phyllo sheet covering the bottom of 
the pan and the other end hanging over 
the rim . Cautiously, press pastry into pan . 
With your finger, spread a touch of the 
flour paste only around the circumference 
of the inside bottom portion . (Note: This is 
done to stick the layers of phyllo together .) 
Repeat the process with 7 more buttered 
phyllo sheets while rotating the pan en-
suring all inner sides are evenly covered .
9 . Spoon chicken mixture into phyllo-lined 
pan and level the top .
10 . One by one, lift the overhanging sec-
tions of each phyllo sheet in reverse order 
(i .e ., sheet # 8 first; sheet #1 last) and fold 
to enclose filling . (Note: Tuck in and under 
any extra portions of pastry; do not cut 
them off .)
11 . Lightly brush top surface of pastilla 
with melted butter .
12 . Loosely lay a piece of aluminum foil 
over top of the pastilla and place it in the 
bottom third of a 375°F (190°C) preheated 
oven . after about 15 minutes, remove 
foil*** and continue baking (e .g ., another 
10 to 15 minutes) until top crust is golden .
13 . Transfer to cooling rack . after about 15 
minutes, release the spring on the spring-
form pan . after 30 minutes remove the ring .
14 . Prepare a “dusting powder” by mixing 
together 1 1/2 tsp (8 mL) of icing sugar 
and 1/4 tsp (2 mL) of ground cinnamon . 
Place in a small, very fine meshed sieve 
and dust surface of pastilla evenly .
15 . Transfer pastilla to a serving platter . 
With a sharp knife, cut it into wedges . 
Serve warm or at room temperature .
 
* To poach the dried apricots, place whole 
dried apricots in a non-stick skillet with a 
touch of water; cover and place over low 
heat . Once they begin to simmer, turn 
them over, remove skillet from heat, cover 
and set aside until apricots cool .
** To prevent phyllo sheets from drying 
out, keep them covered with a lightly 
dampened clean tea towel . 
*** It may be that the top circumference of 
the pastilla browns more quickly than the 
centre . In that case, carefully place strips of 
aluminum foil (shiny side out) around the 
top rim of the pan but only to cover those 
browned areas . 

Margaret Dickenson wrote the award-
winning cookbook, Margaret's Table — 
Easy Cooking & Inspiring Entertaining, and 
she hosts the Rogers TV series, Margaret's 
Table (www .margaretstable .ca) .

DELIGhTS|ENtERtaiNiNG

OPEN 8AM - 5PM — MONDAY TO SATURDAY

Cooking Chef KM080 — $1995.00

The � rst-ever total mixing kitchen machine to cook your 
meal.  The Cooking Chef has taken the well-known 
versatility of the Chef a step further by introducing 
integrated Induction Cooking directly in the mixing bowl.

Please visit the store for
a live demonstration.

Since 1921

Chef’s Paradise
A division of C.A.Paradis Inc.

1314 Bank Street, Ottawa
ChefsParadise.ca
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How often in winter do we cringe at 
hearing the dreaded question, “Is 
it cold enough for ya?!” True, it is 

a conversation opener, and we Canadians 
do speak volumes about our weather . 
In Canada, winter is a part of our com-
munity to the extent that it defines us in 
the global consciousness . It also fills our 
personal consciousness during those long 
months of short days when we go to work 
and return home in the dark . 

Richard adams, in Watership Down, 
said, “Many human beings say that they 
enjoy the winter, but what they really 
enjoy is feeling proof against it .” he must 
have been thinking about Canada . Our na-
tional hardiness is proof against our often-
harsh winters and we delight in gloating 
about our ability to withstand our situa-
tion, which is invariably colder/wetter/
more inclement than anyone else’s . 

Like our often-fractious politics, we 
curse and praise winter with equal vehe-
mence . We might even say that winter is 
as much a part of the Canadian psyche as 
hockey and the maple leaf . Each winter 
seems to bring something noteworthy 
— extreme cold or record snowfalls and 
sometimes unusually mild temperatures 
that we welcome warily, knowing what is 
sure to follow . 

We are, in most parts of the country, 
regrettably and resignedly accustomed to 
our inconvenient winter weather and its 
extremes . Our weather history is full of 
winter extremes, from rain to snow to sub-
zero temperatures . annual freezing rain 
averages range from the Prairies’ 20-35 
hours to 50-70 hours in the Ottawa Valley 
and southern Quebec . Even Victoria aver-
ages a few hours of freezing rain per year, 
but the champ is St . John’s, Nfld . with 150 
hours . Many of us will recall the 20th Cen-
tury’s worst ice storm, which hit Ontario 
and Quebec from Jan . 4 to 10, 1998, caus-
ing an estimated $1 billion in damage .

Though we may get our longjohns in a 
bunch when others see Canada only as a 
land of cold and snow, we must concede 
our frosty reputation . Canada has the 
world’s lowest average daily temperature, 
-5 .6° C . North america’s coldest recorded 
temperature, in February 1947 in Snag, Yu-
kon, was a bone-chilling -63°C . It was so 
cold that an exhaled breath made a hissing 
sound as it froze . Despite Canada’s nippy 

statistics, we do not hold world records 
for all cold extremes . Ottawa is only the 
world’s second-coldest national capital, 
after Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia .

Winter means snow, as any Canadian 
knows, and often lots of it . The worst bliz-
zard in Canadian railway history occurred 
between Jan . 30 and Feb . 8, 1947, when 10 
days of blowing snow buried towns and 
trains from Calgary to Winnipeg . Some 
Saskatchewan roads and rail lines re-
mained impassable until spring . Children 
stepped over power lines on their way 
to school and people dug tunnels to their 
outhouses .

February, the shortest month measured 
by the calendar but the longest measured 
by shivers, claims many winter weather 
superlatives . They include a deadly 
snowstorm in St . John’s in 1959; a 1961 ice 

storm that left parts of Montreal without 
power for a week; a 1979 blizzard that 
isolated Iqaluit, Nunavut, for 10 days; a 
blizzard in 1982 that marooned Prince Ed-
ward Island for a week; the Ocean Ranger 
disaster on Feb . 15, 1982; the warmest 
Winter Olympics — 1988, in Calgary — 
when 18 .1° C on Feb . 26 was just a tad 
below Miami’s 19 .4° C; and the greatest 
single-day snowfall of 145 cm at Tahtsa 
Lake, B .C ., on Feb .  11, 1999 . 

as we endure whatever the latest an-
nual freakish storm brings our way, we re-
main engaged, even as we are challenged, 
by our winter weather, with our national 
identity closely aligned with the natural 
forces around us . 

Laura Neilson Bonikowsky is an alberta-
based writer . 

A short, chilly history of Canadian winters
By Laura Neilson Bonikowsky

Niagara Falls in the winter. 
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Two large, fierce haetae guard the 
entrance to the stunning stone resi-
dence of Korean ambassador Cho 

hee-yong and his wife, Yang Lee . The 
strange creatures sitting on their plinths 
in front of the large circular driveway 
serve a purpose . In traditional Korean 
mythology, they are said to discern good 
and evil, prevent natural disasters and 
bring good luck and happiness .

These creatures lead the way into one 
of embassy row’s more charming Rock-
cliffe homes, an eye-catching building 
on acacia avenue, located on an interna-
tional corner surrounded by diplomatic 
neighbours from Spain, India, Japan and 
austria .

although the house looks as though 
it might have been built earlier, it was 
erected in 1928 for Dr . Frederick W .C . 
Mohr . One of the city’s most influential 
architects, Werner Ernest Noffke, was in 
charge of the design and created the grey 
stone mansion in a combination of Gothic 
style, with its emphasis on natural light, 
and Tudor Revival with a gabled roof line, 
tall mullioned windows and a prominent 
chimney . Small wrought iron balconies 
decorate the second floor . The house is still 
known by the nickname inspired by its 
exterior, “Greystone .”

We were fortunate to arrive shortly 
after the house had been dressed up by 
a florist for the hospice at May Court’s 

fall fundraiser, “home for the holidays .” 
hundreds of visitors spent the weekend 
touring the main reception rooms, admir-
ing dining room tables with traditional 
Korean tableware and gorgeous dark 
purple orchids, frozen red roses and little 
cotton balls and wicker stars, all festive 
symbols of the season . Mrs . Cho admits 
she has chosen a soft mauve hanbok, a 
traditional Korean dress, to match the flo-
ral arrangements .

Guests enter from the front door into 
a bright foyer with a circular wood and 
wrought iron staircase and a tall mul-
lioned window . To the left is the original 
dining room and sitting room, while on 
the right is a bright, windowed living 

A welcoming korean residence
By Margo Roston

The residence of the ambassador of Korea, on Acacia Avenue in Rockcliffe Park, is known as ”Greystone.“ 
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Korean Ambassador Cho Hee-yong and his wife ,Yang Lee.

The fearsome haetae who guards the entrance to the residence.
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The dining room is located 
in a lower-level addition and 
affords more entertaining 
possibilities.
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Clockwise from top left: The grand stairway at the entrance; seasonal flowers; a quiet sitting room; the residence’s formal place setting.
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1134 Bank street (near sunnyside) 613.730.9090
www.elitedraperies.ca

room . Walls and curtains are cream, ac-
cented with soft, subtle upholstered 
chairs and sofas . Since Korea is a country 
where most people sit on the floor, Mrs . 
Cho points out the room’s only “made in 
Korea” furniture, a low, square, wooden 
dining table with a carved peony design . 

The walls are hung with Korean art, 
the most interesting an abstract by one of 
Korea’s best-known artists, Lee Shik-doo . 
Its bright reds, blues and yellows reflect 
the most common colours in Korea, Mrs . 
Cho says .

The diplomatic duo has only been 
in Ottawa a few months, but they love 
their new home and want to share it with 
friends, particularly Canadian veterans of 
the Korean War .

“It’s a beautiful house,” the ambas-
sador says, and its Canadian flavour and 
feeling is a symbol of the good relations 
between Canada and Korea . The Korean 
government bought the house in 1979 and 
later added a large addition on the south 
side . The extension matches the original 
style and only the slightly darker colour of 
the new stone tells the tale of a new, large 
second dining room for entertaining and 
a lower-level TV and karaoke room that 
opens onto the garden .

The residence has three bedrooms and 
a study on the second floor and comes 
with a talented Korean chef who presents 
his homeland’s specialties for guests . a re-
cent luncheon to honour Korean War vet-
erans and their spouses featured a starter 
called gujeolpan or “nine delicacies” — a 
small lacquer box divided into sections 
containing small pancakes to be filled with 
fresh vegetables and meat — followed by 
steamed lobster, bulgogi (grilled sliced beef 
with rice) and for dessert, lime tarts, sweet 
rice cakes and fruit .

Each year at the end of June, the em-
bassy holds a huge garden party for Ca-
nadian veterans of the Korean War and 
hundreds of guests spill onto the stone pa-
tio at the back and around the swimming 
pool on the well-manicured corner lot .

The ambassador admits this is a good 
time to be in Canada as two memorable 
events will be celebrated in 2013 — the 
60th anniversary of the Korean armistice 
and 50 years of Canada-Korean diplo-
matic relations . “We never forget Cana-
dians protected our peace and freedom,” 
ambassador Cho says .

anyone fortunate enough to receive an 
invitation should give a big smile and a 
wave to the haetae at the entrance .

Margo Roston is Diplomat’s culture editor . 
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Canada has a great and evolving 
home-grown wine culture . More 
wineries are being established; 

grape growers and wine-makers continue 
to hone their craft and Canadian wine 
drinkers are aware and justifiably proud 
of our fantastic wines . and, with a little 
luck and a touch of patience, wine drink-
ers from one end of our nation to the other 
will soon have one more reason to rejoice . 

Until last summer, our access here 
in Ontario to wines produced in other 
provinces was limited to what we could 
find at the LCBO and what we could buy 

from consignment agencies . however, a 
private-member’s bill that passed quietly 
through the house of Commons last sum-
mer is the first step in changing that . 

The bill, introduced by Dan albas, MP 
for Okanagan-Coquihalla, represents the 
largest change to Canada’s wine law since 
Prohibition . C-311 has made it legal, from 
a federal point of view at least, for an indi-
vidual to import wines from one province 
into another as long as it’s for personal 
consumption, and not for resale or other 
commercial use . It also gives provincial 
governments the ability to establish the 
rules to permit residents to transport 
wine home from another province or have 
it shipped to them directly . These laws 
might include the collection of taxes on 
these “imported” bottles of wine .

however, provincial governments 
and liquor monopolies such as the LCBO 
and the SaQ may feel threatened by 
this change in the law . Purchasing wine 
directly from a winery in another part of 
the country bypasses a province’s control 
of what its population can drink and the 

usual mark-ups and taxes that can be 
applied . however, supporters of C-311 
believe its impact upon provincial monop-
olies should be minimal as it only allows 
for the sale of wine for personal consump-
tion . Direct cross-border sales to bars and 
restaurants will still be prohibited . also, 
the vast amount of wine purchased by 
private individuals will continue to be in-
store, thanks to the sheer convenience of 
not having to endure a delivery time . 

Currently, only alberta, Manitoba and 
British Columbia, allow residents to im-
port wine produced in other provinces . 
alberta and Manitoba also allow importa-
tion of non-Canadian wine with no limit 
in quantity . Ontario’s provincial law is rel-
atively silent and ambiguous about what 
is considered “legally imported .” Nev-
ertheless, the LCBO has issued a policy 
statement which states wine imports from 
other provinces are restricted to nine litres 
per out-of-province trip . however, there 
is some debate as to whether this policy 
statement has any legal effect . Perhaps, 
with liquor sales privatization re-entering 
provincial politics, a clearer declaration 
by the province can be expected . Regard-
less, one hopes that, as the dust of this big 
change settles, all Canadians will experi-
ence a freer trade of awesome wines .

In the meantime, there are more than a 
few delicious and somewhat uncommon 
expressions of Canadian wine (legally) 
available in Ontario . First off, there’s a de-
licious wine from Nova Scotia . This would 
be the 2011 Nova 7 from up-and-coming 
sparkling wine house Benjamin Bridge 
(available from Vintages for $25 .95) . It’s 
highly aromatic, slightly effervescent and 
a sheer pleasure to drink .  

The Okanagan Valley makes the excit-
ing Burrowing Owl’s 2009 Syrah, available 
from Vintages for $41 .95 . It’s big, rich and 
hugely expressive with flavours of choco-
late, anise and dark fruit . 

Last, there’s huff Estate’s 2009 Zero de 
Gris from Prince Edward County (avail-
able directly from the winery) . This bot-
tled version of the Frontenac Gris grape 
is an intense dessert wine with flavours 
of candied citrus, raisin and baked apple . 
The sweetness is balanced with a strong 
seam of acidity . This is an incredible pair-
ing with briny robust blue cheeses . Enjoy .

Pieter Van den Weghe is the sommelier at 
Beckta dining & wine .

New legislation great for Canadian wine consumption

pieter van den weghe 
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Celebration time
a listing of the national and independence days marked by countries

January

1 Cuba Liberation Day

1 Haiti Independence Day

1 Sudan National Day

4 Myanmar Independence Day

24 Maldives National Day

26 Australia Australia Day

31 Nauru National Day

February

4 Sri Lanka National Day

6 New Zealand National Day

7 Grenada Independence Day

11 Iran National Day

15 Serbia National Day 

16 Lithuania Independence Day

17 Kosovo Independence Day 

18 Gambia Independence Day

22 Saint Lucia Independence Day

23 Brunei Darussalam National Day

23 Guyana Republic Day 

24 Estonia Independence Day

25 Kuwait National Day

27 Dominican Republic Independence Day

March

3 Bulgaria National Day

6 Ghana National Day

12 Mauritius National Day

17 Ireland St. Patrick’s Day

20 Tunisia Proclamation of Independence

23 Pakistan Pakistan Day

25 Greece Independence Day

26 Bangladesh National Day

April

4 Senegal Independence Day

15 Israel National Day

16 Denmark Birthday of Her Majesty Queen Margrethe II

17 Syria National Day

18 Zimbabwe Independence Day

19 Holy See Election Day of Pope 

26 Tanzania Union Day

27 Sierra Leone Republic Day

27 South Africa Freedom Day

27 Togo National Day

30 Netherlands Birthday of Her Majesty Queen Beatrix
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arno riedel 
ambassador of austria

Mr . Riedel completed 
an MBa from the Uni-
versity of Economics in 
Vienna before study-
ing at Vienna’s diplo-
matic academy . 

he began his for-
eign service career in 

1980 as a desk officer, and, within five 
years, was first secretary at the embassy 
in Budapest . he was counsellor in Jakarta 
and then Tehran, where he also served as 
director of the austrian Cultural Institute . 
he returned to headquarters for three 
years before becoming minister-counsellor 
at the embassy in Rome and vice-governor 
to the International Fund for agricultural 
Development . 

his first post as ambassador was to 
albania . he then returned to the ministry 
for several years before becoming ambas-
sador to Thailand with dual accreditation 
to Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar . he 
was director for Central, Western and 
Northern Europe before being posted to 
Canada . 

Kamrul ahsan
high commissioner for bangladesh

Mr . ahsan is an engi-
neer by training and a 
career diplomat by 
profession . he has a 
bachelor of civil engi-
neering from Bangla-
desh University of 
Engineering and Tech-

nology and worked in the field for four 
years before joining the foreign service as 
an assistant secretary . 

his first posting was as second secre-
tary, and then first secretary at Bangla-
desh’s embassy in China . he then served 
at the mission in Britain, as both first sec-
retary and counsellor (political) . 

at headquarters, he was director of 
personnel, director for South asia and the 
director of the foreign secretary’s office . 
Between 2001 and 2003, he was political 
counsellor in Washington before becoming 
consul-general in Dubai . Just before com-
ing to Canada, he was high commissioner 
to Singapore . 

he is married to Madam Saira Nazneen 
ahsan and has two sons . 

alexander latsabidze
ambassador of georgia

Mr . Latsabidze joined 
the ministry of foreign 
affairs in 1998 and was 
appointed consul in 
Iran one year later . 
From 2002 to 2003, he 
returned to headquar-
ters as counsellor, first 

in the Middle East section and later, the 
asia, africa, australia and the Pacific Rim 
section . he then became responsible for 
China, Japan and the Far East before tak-
ing on Eastern affairs . 

In 2006, he was appointed consul 
in Washington with responsibilities in 
Canada and Mexico . he became chargé 
d’affaires at the embassy in Canada in 
2011 before going to argentina as ambas-
sador, with accreditation to Chile, Para-
guay and Uruguay .

he became ambassador to Canada and 
permanent representative to the Interna-
tional Civil aviation Organization in 2012 . 

Mr . Latsabidze speaks Georgian, Eng-
lish, Persian, Russian and Japanese . he is 
married with one daughter .

cho hee-yong
ambassador of Korea

Mr . Cho is a career dip-
lomat who joined the 
foreign ministry in 
1979 after completing a 
bachelor ’s degree in 
economics from Seoul 
National University . 

Mr . Cho’s first post-
ing was to Japan, as second secretary 
between 1984 and 1987 . Next, he went to 
China as first secretary for six years (1990-
1996) . he also had accreditation to Taiwan 
during that period . 

From 1996 to 2000, he returned to 
headquarters as director of the protocol 
division and then director for planning 
and budget . he then spent three years as 
counsellor at the mission in Washington 
and another year as minister and consul in 
the Philippines . 

In 2008, he became ambassador to Swe-
den, with dual accreditation in Latvia . 

Mr . Cho is married with a son and a 
daughter .

Fadjimata maman sidibe
ambassador of niger

Ms . Sidibe comes to 
diplomacy after a long 
career in education, 
which culminated in a 
brief foray into politics 
when she served as 
Niger’s education min-
ister for one year . 

Ms . Sidibe began her career as a profes-
sor of physics and then moved on to teach 
at a French-arab school . She went on to 
become an educational consultant and 
then director of teaching for the ministry 
of secondary education . Following that, 
she became minister of education . 

The ambassador is a graduate of scien-
tific studies (physics) from the University 
of Niamey in Niger . She also studied 
educational consultation and inspection 
at the University of abdou Moumouni in 
Niamey . 

She speaks seven languages including 
French, English, Kanuri, haoussa, Toubou, 
Djerma and Bambara . Ms . Sidibe is mar-
ried and has five children . 

jorge hernan miranda corona
ambassador of panama

Early in his career, dip-
lomat Jorge hernan 
Miranda Corona was 
an attaché in Washing-
ton, counsellor at the 
permanent mission to 
the OaS, consul gen-
eral in Seville, Spain 

and later, chargé d’affaires at the embassy 
in Madrid . he also spent four years as his 
country’s representative to the Inter-
american System . 

Between 2008 and early 2012, he was 
ambassador and representative to the 
general secretariat of the Organization 
of american States (OaS) in honduras, 
which, during his time, negotiated the 
Tegucigalpa/San José agreement and 
established the Commission for Truth and 
Reconciliation in honduras . 

he also has experience in election 
monitoring, having organized observation 
missions to Nicaragua (1990), honduras 
(2008) and El Salvador (2009) .

he is married to Esther arias Vargas 
and has two children .

new heads of mission

photos from riDEAU hAll
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Afghanistan
najibullah safi
Second secretary 

Angola 
domingas pedro josé de c. 
teixeira
Attaché 

Australia 
geraldine anne taylor 
Second secretary 

toy johnson
Second secretary 

Bangladesh 
muhammed muksud Khan
First secretary
 
Bulgaria 
desislava petrova 
dragneva
Second secretary 

Cameroon 
elie banbara 
Defence attaché 

China 
Xinxin Kong
Second secretary 

boyong wang
First secretary 

Cuba 
adrian betancourt maden
Attaché 

Egypt 
maher a. mohamed 
elkholy 
Attaché 

European Union 
manfred edgar g. auster 
Minister-counsellor 

France 
christelle diane t. sarnelli
First secretary 
 
Germany 
pietro ambrogio t. merlo
Counsellor 

Ghana 
joseph Kennedy odoom
First secretary 

Haiti 
maria alexandra georges 
Second secretary 

wedlyne pierre 
Second secretary

India 
mahesh Kumar
Attaché 

Iraq 
shireen taher shhbaz 
al-haideri 
Attaché 

Japan 
yosuke yamamoto
Attaché 

Kenya 
anne nyambura mbugua
First counsellor 

Korea, Republic 
changseob han
Minister-counsellor 

Kuwait 
Fahad abdulrahman h. 
alnaser
Attaché 

Libya 
Khalifa alghuwel 
First secretary 

hakim sherif
Attaché 

nouria bensaleh
Attaché 

Maldives 
salim waheed
First secretary 

Mexico 
jose manuel guido romero 
Naval attaché 

Mongolia 
Zorigtbaatar tserenchimed 
First secretary
 
Morocco 
ahmed alaoui-benhachem
Attaché
 
amina rabhi 
Minister
 
Myanmar 
than htwe
Counsellor 

cho ti
Attaché 

Palestine
hamdi abu ali 
Counsellor

Portugal 
joao paulo marques sabido 
costa 
Minister-counsellor 

Russia 
oleg Zhiganov
First secretary 

ivan valov 
Attaché 

Saudi Arabia 
samia muhsen h. al jabri 
Attaché 

Falah abdullah m. 
alqahtani
Attaché 

abdullah Khalid abdullah 
bin Khamis
Attaché 

abdulaziz saud a. 
almasoud
Attaché 

emad abdullah a. 
alhoushan
Attaché 

mansour mohammed m. 
bin Khithaila
Attaché 

Sudan 
osman abufatima adam 
mohammed, 
Deputy head of mission 

Sweden 
annika maria white
First secretary 

Ukraine 
oleksandr bunisevych
First secretary 

United States of America 
paul douglas yeskoo
First secretary 

donna marie garcia
Assistant attaché 

scott richard reynolds
Minister-counsellor 

carrie monique romoser 
Second secretary 

mark charles gillespie
Attaché 

diane lyn sovereign
First secretary 
 
lucy Kimball abbott
Counsellor 

non-heads of mission
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1. The embassy of Poland hosted an event celebrating the anniversary of the commencement of the 
papacy of Pope John Paul II with a mass at Notre Dame Basilica. (Photo: Embassy of Poland) 2. Chilean 
Ambassador Roberto Ibarra hosted a reception to mark the 202nd anniversary Chile’s independence and 
the 15th anniversary of the Canada-Chile Free Trade Agreement. Chilean Dancers performed. (Photo: 
Ulle Baum) 3. French Ambassador Philippe Zeller appointed Monique F. Leroux, of the Desjardins Group, 
to the rank of Chevalier of the Ordre national de la Légion d’honneur. From left, Mr. Zeller, his wife, 
Odile, Monique Leroux and Marc Leroux. (Photo: Embassy of France) 4. Chih-Kung Liu, head of mission 
for the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office, and his wife, Huey-Pyng Liu, hosted a reception at the 
Chateau Laurier to mark the 101st national day. (Photo: Ulle Baum) 5. Outgoing Romanian Ambassador 
Elena Stefoi hosted a farewell reception at the Chateau Laurier. Irish Ambassador Ray Bassett attended. 
(Photo: Lois Siegel) 6. Trinidad and Tobago High Commissioner Philip Buxo, right, hosted a republic 
day reception, which Kenyan High Commissioner Simon Wanyonyi Nabukwesi attended. (Photo: Sam 
Garcia). 7. In celebration of the birthday of the Emperor of Japan, Ambassador Kaoru Ishikawa and his 
wife, Masako, hosted a reception at the Westin Hotel. (Photo: Ulle Baum)

7.

6.

1.

2.

5.

4.

3.
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1. Outgoing Saudi Ambassador Osamah AlSanosi Ahmad hosted a farewell reception at the embassy. 
He’s shown with Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird, right, and Deepak Obhrai, secretary of state for 
foreign affairs, left. (Photo: Sam Garcia) 2. Shortly after arriving in Ottawa, Norwegian Ambassador 
Mona Brother paid a courtesy call on House of Commons Speaker Andrew Scheer. (Photo: Embassy of 
Norway) 3. German Ambassador Werner Wnendt and his wife, Eleonore Wnendt-Juber, hosted a the 
Day of the German Unity  at their residence. (Photo: Ulle Baum) 4. Slovakian Ambassador Milan Kollar 
and his wife, Sona, hosted a national day reception at the embassy. (Photo: Ulle Baum) 5. Outgoing 
British High Commissioner Andrew Pocock hosted a farewell reception at his residence, which Laureen 
Harper attended. (Photo: Ulle Baum) 6. The Korean embassy hosted a cultural event featuring three 
dance pieces from the Seoul International Dance Festival in Korea. (Photo: Sam Garcia)
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1. Turkish first counsellor and chargé d’affaires Gulcan Akoguz, third from left, hosted a national 
day reception at the residence. Joining her from left, French Ambassador Philippe Zeller, Moroccan 
Ambassador Nouzha Chekrouni and Algerian Ambassador Smail Benamara. (Photo: Sam Garcia) 
2. Korean Ambassador Cho Hee-yong, far left, and his wife, Yang Lee, far right, hosted a national 
day reception at the National Gallery of Canada. They were joined by Trade Minister Ed Fast (left) 
and DFAIT assistant deputy minister Peter McGovern. (Photo: Embassy of Korea) 3. The embassies of 
Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and Costa Rica hosted a reception at the National Arts Centre to 
celebrate their independence days. From left, Salvadoran Ambassador Oscar Mauricio Duarte, Costa 
Rican Ambassador Luis Carlos Delgado Murillo, Honduran Ambassador Sofia Lastenia Cerrato and 
Guatemalan Ambassador Georges de La Roche. (Photo: Sam Garcia) 4. Czech Ambassador Karel Ze-
brakovsky hosted a national day reception at the NAC. He’s pictured with MP Robert Sopuck. (Photo: 
Sam Garcia) 5. South African High Commissioner Membathisi Mdladlana hosted a reception at the 
Westin Hotel to mark the presentation of his credentials. He’s shown with Rwandan Ambassador 
Edda Mukabagwiza. (Photo: Sam Garcia) 6. Ukrainian chargé d'affaires Marko Shevchenko and his 
wife, Olesia Shevchenko, hosted a national day reception at the embassy. (Photo: Sam Garcia) 7. Indo-
nesian Ambassador Dienne Moehario hosted a national day reception at the Chateau Laurier, which 
Defence Minister Peter MacKay attended. (Photo: Sam Garcia)
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1. Several ambassadors attended the launch of Holocaust Education Month at the Soloway Jewish 
Community Centre. From left, Czech Ambassador Karel Zebrakovsky, Israeli Ambassador Miriam Ziv; 
event keynote speaker Robert Rozett, director of the Yad Vashem Libraries; Mina Cohn, Chair of the 
Shoah (Holocaust) Committee of the Jewish Federation of Ottawa; Hungarian Ambassador Laszlo 
Pordany; and Swedish deputy head of mission David Linderquist. (Photo: Howard Sandler) 2. At 
right, Afghan Ambassador Barna Karimi and his wife, Storai, hosted a national day reception. Former 
chief of defence staff Walter Natynczyk and his wife, Leslie (at left) attended. (Photo: Bruce MacRae)  
3. Spanish Ambassador Carlos Gomez-Mugica, left, hosted a national day reception at his residence. 
From left, former prime minister Jean Chrétien, Ecuadoran Ambassador Andres Horacio Teran Parral, 
Angolan Ambassador Agostinho Tavares Da Silva Neto, Chilean Ambassador Roberto Ibarra and Por-
tuguese Ambassador Pedro Baptista Moitinho. (Photo: Sam Garcia)
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Extended Stay Rates Available 

•   Excellent location, steps from great 
shopping, fine dining, entertainment

•   Easy access to embassies, government 
offices and the business district

• Complimentary WiFi throughout hotel 
• Free local calls • Free daily newspaper
• Indoor pool, 24-hr fitness facility

Condominium-sized suites that 
provide you with plenty of room 
to stretch out and relax. Each suite 
includes a fully equipped kitchen, 
ensuite laundry and your choice 
of one or two bedrooms. 

WELCOME TO OTTAWA

FEEL AT 
HOME

130 Besserer Street, Ottawa
1-800-267-1989 • 613-232-2000
www.les-suites.com 

 Spacious suites in 
the heart of Ottawa!



AFGHANISTAN
his Ex . Barna Karimi 
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of 
afghanistan
240 argyle Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1B9
TEL 563-4223 FaX 563-4962
contact@afghanemb-canada .net
www .afghanemb-canada .net 

ALBANIA
her Ex . Elida Petoshati
Embassy of the Republic of albania
130 albert Street, Suite 302
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 236-4114 FaX 236-0804
embassy .ottawa@mfa .gov .al 

ALGERIA
his Ex . Smail Benamara
Embassy of the People’s Democratic 
Republic of algeria
500 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6N2
TEL 789-8505 FaX 789-1406
www .embassyalgeria .ca/eng .htm
info@embassyalgeria .ca 

ANGOLA
his Ex . agostinho Tavares da Silva 
Neto
Embassy of the Republic of angola
189 Laurier avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6P1
TEL 234-1152 FaX 234-1179
info@embangola-can .org
www .embangola-can .org 

ARGENTINA
Embassy of the argentine Republic
81 Metcalfe Street 7th Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6K7
TEL 236-2351 FaX 235-2659
ecana@mrecic .gov .ar
www .ecana .mrecic .gob .ar 

ARMENIA
his Ex . armen Yeganian
Embassy of the Republic of armenia
7 Delaware avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0Z2
TEL 234-3710 FaX 234-3444
armcanadaembassy@mfa .am
www .armembassycanada .ca 

AuSTRALIA
her Ex . Louise hand
australian high Commission
50 O’Connor, Suite 710 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL 236-0841 FaX 216-1321
www .canada .embassy .gov .au  

AuSTRIA
his Ex . arno Riedel
Embassy of the Republic of austria
445 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M7
TEL 789-1444 FaX 789-3431
ottawa-ob@bmeia .gv .at 

AZERBAIJAN
his Ex . Farid Shafiyev 
Embassy of the Republic of azerbaijan
275 Slater Street, Suite 904-C
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5h9
TEL 288-0497 FaX 230-8089 
azerbaijan@azembassy .ca
www .azembassy .ca

BAHAMAS
his Ex . Michael D . Smith
Bahamas high Commission
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1313
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL . 232-1724 FaX 232-0097
ottawa-mission@bahighco .com
http://bahamas .com

BANGLADESH
his Ex . Kamrul ahsan
high Commission for the People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh
340 albert St ., Suite 1250
Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 7Y6
TEL 236-0138 FaX 567-3213
bangla@rogers .com
www .bdhc .org 

BARBADOS
his Ex . Edward Evelyn Greaves
high Commission for Barbados
55 Metcalfe St ., Suite 470
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6L5
TEL 236-9517 FaX 230-4362
ottawa@foreign .gov .bb 

BELARuS
Embassy of the Republic of Belarus
130 albert Street, Suite 600
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 233-9994 FaX 233-8500
belamb@igs .net 

BELGIuM
his Ex . Bruno van der Pluijm
Embassy of Belgium
360 albert Street, Suite 820
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL 236-7267 FaX 236-7882
ottawa@diplobel .fed .be
www .diplomatie .be/ottawa  

BENIN
his Ex . honoré ahimakin
Embassy of the Republic of Benin
58 Glebe avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2C3
TEL 233-4429 FaX 233-8952
ambaben@benin .ca 

BOLIVIA
his Ex . Edgar Torrez Mosqueira 
Embassy of the Republic of Bolivia
130 albert Street, Suite 416
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 236-5730 FaX 236-8237
bolivianembassy@bellnet .ca 
www .emboliviacanada .com

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA
her Ex . Biljana Gutic-Bjelica
Embassy of Bosnia and herzegovina
130 albert Street, Suite 805
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 236-0028 FaX 236-1139
embassyofbih@bellnet .ca
www .bhembassy .ca 

BRAZIL
his Ex . Piragibe dos Santos Tarrago
Embassy of the Federative Republic 
of Brazil
450 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M8
TEL 237-1090 FaX 237-6144
mailbox@brasembottawa .org 

BRuNEI DARuSSALAM
her Ex . Rakiah haji abdul Lamit 
high Commission for Brunei 
Darussalam
395 Laurier avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R4
TEL 234-5656 FaX 234-4397
bhco@bellnet .ca 

BuLGARIA
his Ex . Evgueni Stoytchev
Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria
325 Stewart Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6K5
TEL 789-3215 FaX 789-3524 
embgottawa@hotmail .com

BuRKINA FASO
his Ex . amadou adrien Koné
Embassy of Burkina Faso
48 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL 238-4796 FaX 238-3812
burkina .faso@sympatico .ca
www .ambaburkina-canada .org  

BuRuNDI
Mrs . Else Nizigama Ntamagiro
Chargé d'affaires
Embassy of the Republic of Burundi
325 Dalhousie Street, Suite 815
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7G2
TEL 789-0414 FaX 789-9537
ambabottawa@yahoo .ca
www .ambabucanada .com 

CAMEROON
his Ex . Solomon azoh-Mbi anu’a-
Gheyle
high Commission for the Republic 
of Cameroon
170 Clemow avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2B4
TEL 236-1522 FaX 236-3885 
cameroon@rogers .com 
www .hc-cameroon-ottawa .org

CHILE
his Ex . Roberto Ibarra García
Embassy of the Republic of Chile
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1413
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL 235-9940 FaX 235-1176
www .chile .ca 

CHINA
his Ex . Junsai Zhang
Embassy of the People’s Republic 
of China
515 St . Patrick Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 5h3
TEL . 789-3434 FaX 789-1911
chinaemb_ca@mfa .gov .cn
http://ca .china-embassy .org 

COLOMBIA
her Ex . Clemencia Furero Ucros
Embassy of the Republic of Colombia
360 albert Street, Suite 1002
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL 230-3760 FaX 230-4416
embajada@embajadacolombia .ca
www .embajadacolombia .ca 

CONGO (ZAIRE)
his Ex . Dominique Kilufya Kamfwa
Embassy of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo
18 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL 230-6391 FaX 230-1945
info@ambassadesrdcongo .org 

COSTA RICA
his Ex . Luis Carlos Delgado Murillo 
Embassy of the Republic of Costa Rica
325 Dalhousie Street, Suite 407
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7G2
TEL . 562-2855 FaX 562-2582
embcr@costaricaembassy .com
www .costaricaembassy .com  
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CÔTE D’IVOIRE
his Ex . N'Goran Kouame 
Embassy of the Republic of  
Côte d’Ivoire
9 Marlborough avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E6
TEL . 236-9919 FaX 563-8287
acica@ambaci-ottawa .org
www .ambaci-ottawa .org 

CROATIA
His Ex. Veselko Grubišić
Embassy of the Republic of Croatia
229 Chapel Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7Y6
TEL . 562-7820 FaX 562-7821
croemb .ottawa@mvep .hr
www .croatiaemb .net 

CuBA
her Ex . Teresita de Jesús Vicente 
Sotolongo
Embassy of the Republic of Cuba
388 Main Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 1E3
TEL . 563-0141 FaX 563-0068
embacuba@embacubacanada .net
www .cubadiplomatica .cu/canada

CZECH REPuBLIC
His Ex. Karel Žebrakovský
Embassy of the Czech Republic
251 Cooper Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0G2
TEL . 562-3875 FaX 562-3878
ottawa@embassy .mzv .cz 

DENMARK
his Ex . Erik Vilstrup Lorenzen  
Royal Danish Embassy
47 Clarence Street, Suite 450
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9K1
TEL . 562-1811 FaX 562-1812
ottamb@um .dk
www .ambottawa .um .dk 

DOMINICAN REPuBLIC
his Ex . Jose Del Carmen Urena 
Embassy of the Dominican Republic
130 albert Street, Suite 418
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL . 569-9893 FaX 569-8673
www .drembassy .org 

ECuADOR
his Ex . andrés Teran Parral 
Embassy of the Republic of Ecuador
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 316
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL . 563-4286 FaX 235-5776 
embassy@embassyecuador .com

EGYPT
his Ex . Wael ahmed Kamal aboul 
Magd
Embassy of the arab Republic of Egypt
454 Laurier avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R3
TEL . 234-4931 FaX 234-4398
egyptemb@sympatico .ca
www .mfa .gov .eg 

EL SALVADOR
his Ex . Oscar Mauricio Duarte 
Granados
Embassy of the Republic of El Salvador
209 Kent Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1Z8
TEL . 238-2939 FaX 238-6940
embajada@elsalvador-ca .org 

ESTONIA
Mr . Riho Kruuv
Chargé d’affaires
Embassy of the Republic of Estonia 
260 Dalhousie Street, Suite 210
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7E4
TEL . 789-4222 FaX 789-9555
embassy .ottawa@mfa .ee
www .estemb .ca 

EuROPEAN uNION
his Ex . Matthias Brinkmann 
Delegation of the European Union 
to Canada 
150 Metcalfe St . Suite 1900
Ottawa, ON K2P1P1
TEL . 238-6464 FaX 238-5191
Delegation-Canada@eeas .europa .eu
www .eeas .europa .eu/delegations/
canada 

FINLAND
his Ex . Kaarlo (Charles) Murto
Embassy of the Republic of Finland
55 Metcalfe Street, Suite 850
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L5
TEL . 288-2233 FaX 288-2244
embassy@finland .ca 

FRANCE
his Ex . Philippe Zeller 
Embassy of France
42 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 2C9
TEL . 789-1795 FaX 562-3735
www .ambafrance-ca .org 

GABON
Embassy of the Gabonese Republic
4 Range Road, P .O . Box 368
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J5
TEL . 232-5301 FaX 232-6916
ambgabon2000@yahoo .fr 

GEORGIA 
his Ex . alexander Latsabidze
Embassy of Georgia 
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 2101 
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1 
Tel . 421-0460 Fax 680-0394
ottawa .emb@mfa .gov .ge

GERMANY
his Ex . Werner Wnendt 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of 
Germany
1 Waverley Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0T8
TEL . 232-1101 FaX 594-9330
info@otta .diplo .de
http:/www .ottawa .diplo .de

GHANA
his Ex . Samuel Valis-akyianu
high Commission for the Republic 
of Ghana
1 Clemow ave .
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2a9
TEL . 236-0871 FaX 236-0874
ghanacom@ghc-ca .com
www .ghc-ca .com 

GREECE
his Ex . Eleftherios anghelopoulos
Embassy of the hellenic Republic
80 MacLaren Street, Suite 76
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0K6
TEL . 238-6271 FaX 238-5676
embassy@greekembassy .ca
www .greekembassy .ca  

GuATEMALA
his Ex . Georges de La Roche
Embassy of the Republic of 
Guatemala
130 albert Street, Suite 1010
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL . 233-7237 FaX 233-0135
embassy1@embaguate-canada .com
www .embaguate-canada .com 

GuINEA
Embassy of the Republic of Guinea
483 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6N1
TEL . 789-8444 FaX 789-7560
ambassadedeguinee@bellnet .ca 

GuYANA
his Ex . harry Narine Nawbatt
high Commission for the Republic 
of Guyana
151 Slater Street, Suite 800
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5h3
TEL . 235-7249 FaX 235-1447
guyanahcott@rogers .com 

HAITI
his Ex . Frantz Liautaud 
Embassy of the Republic of haiti
85 albert Street, Suite 1110,
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5G4
TEL . 238-1628 FaX 238-2986
bohio@sympatico .ca 

HOLY SEE
his Ex . Pedro Lopez Quintana
apostolic Nunciature
724 Manor avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 0E3
TEL . 746-4914 FaX 746-4786 

HONDuRAS
her Ex . Sofia Lastenia Cerrato 
Rodriguez 
Embassy of the Republic of 
honduras
151 Slater Street, Suite 805
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5h3
TEL . 233-8900 FaX 232-0193 

HuNGARY
his Ex . László Pordány
Embassy of the Republic of hungary
299 Waverley Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0V9
TEL . 230-2717 FaX 230-7560
www .mfa .gov .hu/emb/ottawa
mission .ott@kum .hu 

ICELAND
his Ex . Thordur aegir Oskarsson
Embassy of Iceland
360 albert Street, Suite 710
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL . 482-1944 FaX 482-1945
icemb .ottawa@utn .stjr .is 
www .iceland .org .ca 

INDIA
his Ex . Shashishekhar M . Gavai
high Commission for the Republic 
of India
10 Springfield Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1C9
TEL . 744-3751 FaX 744-0913
hicomind@hciottawa .ca
www .hciottawa .ca  

INDONESIA
her Ex . Dienne h . Moehario
Embassy of the Republic of 
Indonesia 
55 Parkdale avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1E5
TEL . 724-1100 FaX 724-1105
info@indonesia-ottawa .org
www .indonesia-ottawa .org 

IRAN
Embassy of the Islamic  
Republic of Iran
245 Metcalfe Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 2K2
TEL . 235-4726 FaX 232-5712
executive@iranembassy .ca
www .salamiran .org 

IRAQ
his Ex . abdulrahman Mohammed 
hamid al-hussaini 
Embassy of the Republic of Iraq 
215 McLeod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0Z8
TEL . 236-9177 FaX 236-9641
www .iqemb .ca
media@iqemb .ca

IRELAND
his Ex . John Raymond Bassett
Embassy of Ireland
130 albert Street, Suite 1105
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL . 233-6281 FaX 233-5835
Ottawaembassy@dfa .ie
www .embassyofireland .ca 

ISRAEL
her Ex . Miriam Ziv
Embassy of Israel
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1005
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL . 567-6450 FaX 567-9878
info@ottawa .mfa .gov .il
www .embassyofIsreal .ca 

ITALY
his Ex . andrea Meloni
Embassy of the Italian Republic
275 Slater Street, 21st Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5h9
TEL . 232-2401 FaX 233-1484
ambasciata .ottawa@esteri .it
www .ambottawa .esteri .it 

JAMAICA
her Ex . Sheila Ivoline Sealy-
Monteith
Jamaican high Commission 
151 Slater Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5h3
TEL . 233-9311 FaX 233-0611
hc@jhcottawa .ca 

JAPAN
his Ex . Kaoru Ishikawa
Embassy of Japan 
255 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9E6
TEL . 241-8541 FaX 241-2232
infocul@ot .mofa .go .jp
www .ca .emb-japan .go .jp 

JORDAN
his Ex . Basheer Fawwaz Zoubi
Embassy of the hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan
100 Bronson avenue, Suite 701
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 6G8
TEL . 238-8090 FaX 232-3341
www .embassyofjordan .ca
ottawa@fm .gov .jo (embassy)
ottawa-consular@fm .gov .jo (consular)  

KAZAKHSTAN
his Ex . Konstantin Zhigalov
Embassy of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan
56 hawthorne avenue 
Ottawa, ON K1S 0B1 
TEL 788-3704 FaX 788-3702
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KENYA
his Ex . Simon Wanyonyi Nabukwesi
high Commission for the Republic 
of Kenya
415 Laurier avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R4
TEL . 563-1773 FaX 233-6599
kenyahighcommission@rogers .com
www .kenyahighcommission .ca 

KOREA, REPuBLIC
his Ex . Cho hee-yong
Embassy of the Republic of Korea
150 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 5a6
TEL . 244-5010 FaX 244-5034
canada@mofat .go .kr
www .emb-korea .ottawa .on .ca 

KuwAIT
his Ex . ali al-Sammak
Embassy of the State of Kuwait
333 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1N 1J9 
TEL . 780-9999 FaX 780-9905 
www .embassyofkuwait .ca

LATVIA
his Ex . Juris audarins
Embassy of the Republic of Latvia
350 Sparks Street, Suite 1200
Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 7S8
TEL . 238-6014 FaX 238-7044
embassy .canada@mfa .gov .lv
www .ottawa .mfa .gov .lv 

LEBANON
Embassy of Lebanon
640 Lyon Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 3Z5
TEL . 236-5825 FaX 232-1609
info@lebanonembassy .ca
www .lebanonembassy .ca 

LESOTHO 
her Ex . Mathabo Theresia Tsepa 
high Commission for the Kingdom 
of Lesotho
130 albert Street, Suite 1820
Ottawa, ON K1P 5G4
TEL: 234-0770 FaX: 234-5665
lesotho .ottawa@bellnet .ca 

LIBYA
Mr . abubaker M . a Karmos
Chargé d` affaires
Suite 1000, 81 Metcalfe Street 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6K7
TEL . 842-7519 FaX: 842-8627
info@libyanembassy .ca
http://www .libyanembassy .ca

LITHuANIA
his Ex . Vytautus Zalys
Embassy of the Republic of 
Lithuania
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1600
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1
TEL . 567-5458 FaX 567-5315 
ottawa@lithuanianembassy .ca 
www .lithuanianembassy .ca

MACEDONIA (REPuBLIC OF)       
his Ex . Ljuben Tevdovski
Embassy of the Republic  
of Macedonia
130 albert Street, Suite 1006
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL . 234-3882 FaX 233-1852
ottawa@mfa .gov .mk  

MADAGASCAR
his . Ex . Simon Constant horace
Embassy of the Republic of 
Madagascar
3 Raymond Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 1a3
TEL: 567-0505 FaX 567-2882
ambamadcanada@bellnet .ca
www .madagascar-embassy .ca 

MALAYSIA
her Ex . Dato’ hayati Ismail 
high Commission for Malaysia
60 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8Y7
TEL . 241-5182 FaX 241-5214
malottawa@kln .gov .my 

MALI
her Ex . Traoré ami Diallo
Embassy of the Republic of Mali
50 Goulburn avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8C8
TEL . 232-1501 FaX 232-7429
ambassadedumali@rogers .com
www .ambamalicanada .org 

MExICO
his Ex . Francisco Javier Barrio 
Terrazas
Embassy of the United Mexican 
States
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1a4
TEL . 233-8988 FaX 235-9123
info@embamexcan .com
www .embamexcan .com 

MONGOLIA
his Ex . Zalaa Uul Tundevdorj 
Embassy of Mongolia
151 Slater Street, Suite 503
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5h3
TEL . 569-3830 FaX 569-3916

MOROCCO
her Ex . Nouzha Chekrouni Embassy 
of the Kingdom of Morocco
38 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL . 236-7391 FaX 236-6164 
www .ambamaroc .ca/Nouveau/
siteamba .html

MYANMAR
his Ex . Kyaw Tin
Embassy of the Union of Myanmar
85 Range Road, Suite 902
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J6
TEL . 232-9990  FaX 232-6999 
meottawa@rogers .com 

NEPAL
his Ex . Bhoj Raj Ghimire
Chargé d'affaires
Embassy of Nepal
408 Queen Street
Ottawa, ON K1R 5a7
TEL 680-5513 FaX 422-5149
secretary_nepalembassy@rogers .com

NETHERLANDS
his Ex . Wilhelmus J . P . Geerts
Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands
350 albert Street, Suite 2020
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 1a4
TEL . 237-5030 FaX 237-6471
Ott-cdp@minbuza .nl 

NEw ZEALAND
his Ex . andrew Needs
New Zealand high Commission
99 Bank Street, Suite 727
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6G3
TEL . 238-5991 FaX 238-5707
info@nzhcottawa .org
www .nzembassy .com/canada

NIGER
her Ex . Fadjimata Maman Sidibe
Embassy of the Republic of the Niger
38 Blackburn avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8a3
TEL . 232-4291 FaX 230-9808 
ambanigeracanada@rogers .com
www .ambanigeracanada .ca 

NIGERIA
his Ex . Ojo Uma Maduekwe
high Commission for the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria
295 Metcalfe Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1R9
Tel . 236-0521 Fax 236-0529
www .nigeriahcottawa .ca 

NORwAY
her Ex . Mona Elisabeth Brøther 
Royal Norwegian Embassy
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1300
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1
TEL . 238-6571 FaX 238-2765
emb .ottawa@mfa .no
www .emb-norway .ca 

O/OF EASTERN CARIBBEAN 
STATES
his Ex . Brendon Browne
high Commission for the Countries 
of the Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States
130 albert Street, Suite 700
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL . 236-8952 FaX 236-3042
echcc@oecs .org

PAKISTAN 
his Ex . akbar Zeb
high Commission for the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan
10 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL . 238-7881 FaX 238-7296
parepottawa@rogers .com 

PALESTINE
his Ex . Said M . hamad
head of the General Delegation
18 The Driveway
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 9C6
TEL: 736-0053
FaX: 736-0535
palestinegd@gmail .com 

PANAMA
his Ex . Jorge hernan Miranda 
Corona
Embassy of the Republic of Panama
130 albert Street, Suite 300
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL . 236-7177 FaX 236-5775
embassyofpanama@gmail .com

PARAGuAY
his Ex . Manuel Schaerer 
Kanonnikoff
Embassy of the Republic of Paraguay
151 Slater Street, Suite 501
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5h3
TEL . 567-1283 FaX 567-1679
embassy@embassyofparaguay .ca 

PERu
his Ex . José antonio Bellina
Embassy of the Republic of Peru
130 albert Street, Suite 1901
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL . 238-1777 FaX 232-3062
emperuca@bellnet .ca 

PHILIPPINES
his Ex . Leslie B . Gatan
Embassy of the Republic of the 
Philippines
130 albert Street, Suite 900
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL . 233-1121 FaX 233-4165
embassyofphilippines@rogers .com 

POLAND
his Ex . Zenon Kosiniak-Kamysz 
Embassy of the Republic of Poland
443 Daly avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6h3
TEL . 789-0468 FaX 789-1218
ottawa .info@msz .gov .pl 
www .polishembassy .ca

PORTuGAL
his Ex . Pedro Moitinho de almeida
Embassy of Portugal
645 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0B8
TEL . 729-0883 FaX 729-4236
embportugal@embportugal/ottawa .org 

QATAR
his Ex . Salem Moubarak al-Shafi
Embassy of the State of Qatar
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 800
Ottawa, Ontario  K2P 1P1
TEL: 241-4917  FaX: 241-3304
amb .office@qatarembassy .ca

ROMANIA
her Ex . Elena Stefoi
Embassy of Romania
655 Rideau Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6a3
TEL . 789-3709 FaX 789-4365
Romania@romanian-embassy .com
http://ottawa .mae .ro 

RuSSIA
his Ex . Georgiy Mamedov
Embassy of the Russian Federation
285 Charlotte Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L5
TEL . 235-4341 FaX 236-6342
info@rusembassy .ca 
www .rusembassy .ca 

RwANDA
her Ex . Edda Mukabagwiza
high Commission for the Republic 
of Rwanda
294 albert Street, Suite 404
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6E6
Phone: 569-5420/22/24
Fax : 569-5421/5423
ambaottawa@minaffet .gov .rw
canada .embassy .gov .rw

SAuDI ARABIA
his Ex . Osamah Bin ahmad al 
Sanosi ahmad
Royal Embassy of Saudi arabia
201 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, ON K1N 1K6
TEL 237-4100 FaX 237-0567
amboffice .ott@mofa .gov .sa 
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SENEGAL
his . Ex . amadou Tidiane Wone
Embassy of the Republic of Senegal
57 Marlborough avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E8
TEL . 238-6392 FaX 238-2695
Info@ambsencanada .org 

SERBIA
his Ex . Zoran Veljic 
Embassy of the Republic of Serbia 
17 Blackburn avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8a2
TEL . 233-6289 FaX 233-7850
generalinfo@serbianembassy .ca
www .serbianembassy .ca 

SLOVAK REPuBLIC
his Ex . Milan Kollár
Embassy of the Slovak Republic
50 Rideau Terrace
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 2a1
TEL . 749-4442 FaX 749-4989
emb .ottawa@mzv .sk
www .mzv .sk/ottawa

SLOVENIA
Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 2200
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1P1
TEL . 565-5781 FaX 565-5783
vot@gov .si 
http://ottawa .veleposlanistvo .si/ 

SOuTH AFRICA
his Ex . Membathisi Shepherd 
Mdladlana
high Commission for the Republic 
of South africa
15 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1M8
TEL . 744-0330 FaX 741-1639
rsafrica@southafrica-canada .ca
www .southafrica-canada .ca 

SPAIN
his Ex . Carlos Gómez-Múgica 
Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain
74 Stanley avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1P4
TEL . 747-2252 FaX 744-1224
embespca@mail .mae .es
www .embaspain .ca 

SRI LANKA
her Ex . Chitranganee Wagiswara
high Commission for the 
Democratic Socialist Republic  
of Sri Lanka
333 Laurier avenue West, Suite 1204
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1C1
TEL . 233-8449 FaX 238-8448
slhcit@rogers .com
www .srilankahcottawa .org 

SuDAN
Embassy of the Republic of the Sudan
354 Stewart Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6K8
TEL . 235-4000 FaX 235-6880
sudanembassy-canada@rogers .com 
www .sudanembassy .ca/

SwEDEN
his Ex . Teppo Markus Tauriainen 
Embassy of Sweden
377 Dalhousie Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9N8
TEL . 244-8200 FaX 241-2277
Sweden .ottawa@foreign .ministry .se
www .swedishembassy .ca  

SwITZERLAND
his Ex . Ulrich Lehner
Embassy of Switzerland
5 Marlborough avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E6
TEL . 235-1837 FaX 563-1394
ott .vertretung@eda .admin .ch 

SYRIA
Embassy of the Syrian arab Republic
46 Cartier Street
Ottawa, ON K2P 1J3
TEL . 569-5556 FaX 569-3800
culture@syrianembassy .ca 
www .syrianembassy .ca

TAIPEI Economic & Cultural office
Dr . Chih-Kung Liu
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1960
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1a4
TEL . 231-5080 FaX 231-7112
publicaffairs@on .aibn .com 

TANZANIA
his Ex . alex Crescent Massinda 
high Commission for the United 
Republic of Tanzania
50 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL . 232-1509 FaX 232-5184
tzottawa@synapse .ca
www .tanzaniahighcommission .ca 

THAILAND
his Ex . Udomphol Ninnad
The Royal Thai Embassy 
180 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0a2
TEL . 722-4444 FaX 722-6624
contact@thaiembassy .ca
thaiott@magma .ca 

TOGO
Embassy of the Togolese Republic
12 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL . 238-5916 FaX 235-6425
ambatogoca@hotmail .com
 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
his Ex . Philip Buxo
high Commission for the Republic 
of Trinidad and Tobago
200 First avenue, Third Level
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2G6
TEL . 232-2418 FaX 232-4349
ottawa@ttmissions .com  

TuNISIA
his Ex . Mouldi Sakri
Embassy of the Republic of Tunisia
515 O’Connor Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 3P8
TEL . 237-0330 FaX 237-7939
atottawa@comnet .ca 

TuRKEY
his Ex . Rafet akgünay
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
197 Wurtemburg Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L9v
TEL 244-2470 FaX 789-3442
embassy .ottawa@mfa .gov .tr
www .turkishembassy .com    

uGANDA
his Ex . George Marino abola
high Commission for the Republic 
of Uganda
231 Cobourg Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J2
TEL . 789-7797 FaX 789-8909
uhc@ugandahighcommission .com
www .ugandahighcommission .ca 

uKRAINE
Marko O . Shevchenko
Chargé d’affaires
Embassy of Ukraine
310 Somerset Street, West,
Ottawa, Ontario, K2P 0J9
TEL . 230-2961 Fax 230-2400
emb_ca@ukremb .ca
www .ukremb .ca 

uNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Mohammed Saif helal Mohammed 
alshehhi
125 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 0a4 
TEL . 565-7272 FaX 565-8007
Consulate FaX: 565-1444
reception@uae-embassy .com 
www .uae-embassy .ae/ca

uNITED KINGDOM
his Ex . andrew Pocock
British high Commission
80 Elgin Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5K7
TEL . 237-1530 FaX 237-7980 
www .ukincanada .fco .gov .uk

uN REFuGEE AGENCY
Furio de angelis
UNhCR Representative in Canada
280 albert Street, Suite 401
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G8
Tel: 613-232-0909

Fax: 613-230-1855
www .unhcr .ca

uNITED STATES OF AMERICA
his Ex . David Cary Jacobson
Embassy of the United States of 
america
490 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 1G8
TEL . 238-5335 FaX 688-3088
www .usembassycanada .gov  

uRuGuAY
his Ex . Elbio Oscar Rosselli Frieri
Embassy of the Oriental Republic of 
Uruguay
130 albert Street, Suite 1905
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL . 234-2727 FaX 233-4670
embassy@embassyofuruguay .ca 

VENEZuELA
Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela
32 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL . 235-5151 FaX 235-3205
embve .caotw@mppre .gob .ve
www .misionvenezuela .org 

VIETNAM
his Ex . Sy Vuong ha Le
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam
470 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M8
TEL . 236-0772 FaX 236-2704 
vietnamembassy@rogers .com

YEMEN
his Ex . Khaled Mahfoodh Bahah 
Embassy of the Republic of Yemen
54 Chamberlain avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 1V9
TEL . 729-6627 FaX 729-8915
yeminfo@yemenembassy .ca
www .yemenembassy .ca 

ZAMBIA
his Ex . Bobby Mbunji Samakai
high Commission for the Republic 
of Zambia
151 Slater St ., Suite 205
Ottawa, Ontario
K1B 5h3
TEL . 232-4400 FaX 232-4410
zhc .ottawa@bellnet .ca 

ZIMBABwE
her Ex . Florence Zano Chideya
Embassy of the Republic of 
Zimbabwe
332 Somerset Street West
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0J9
TEL . 421-2824 FaX 422-7403
info@zimottawa .com
visa@zimottawa .com
www .zimottawa .com
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Marketplace

www.edwardjones.com
Member – Canadian Investor Protection Fund 

The investments you need. The
service you deserve.

Steve McIlroy, FMA
Financial Advisor

266 Beechwood Avenue
Ottawa, ON K1L  8A7
613-742-6811

Cell: 613-562-2161 frank .scheme@sympatico .ca
frankschemephoto .com

http:/frankscheme .zenfolio .com

Siegel Entertainment
Music for All Occasions  
www.siegelentertainment.com
Contact: Lois Siegel
(613) 830-2509

©Photo by Victor Turco 
Celtic North: Marie Deziel, Lois Siegel,  
Dan Perkins.

Time Sharpening 2011

347 St. Laurent Blvd.
613-746-8100

Call:

Ashkan
...your watch specialist...

Sax  App e a l
The Capital

Region’s Premier
Saxophone Quartet

Elegant background 
entertainment to enhance 
the ambiance of sophisticated 
functions that require the 
finest of touches

Tel: 613-834-6641 | info@saxappeal.ca | www.saxappeal.ca

CHRISTOPHER TAN
Law Practice & Mediation

901-200 Elgin Street,  

Ottawa K2P 1L5

613.235.2308

chris@tanlaw.ca
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By Carlos Gómez-Múgica
Ambassador of Spain

To write about my country is some-
thing that I love, especially to invite 
readers to visit Spain and to see it 

from a different perspective . Tourists, on 
their first visit especially, express amaze-
ment at Spain’s diversity . Not by chance 
has Spain been labelled a mosaic of his-
tory and cultures . 

The many civilizations that have left 
their mark on the country through its his-
tory have made Spain a unique place — a 
place that welcomes visitors, not only with 
its rich history, but also with its diverse 
animals and plants, to say nothing of a 
delicious and varied gastronomy .

Madrid, the country’s capital, is one 
of the main gateways for visitors from 
Canada . The city combines the most 
modern infrastructure with an important 
cultural, artistic and historical legacy . 
Some of the highlights include the Plaza 
Mayor (a square that dates back to the 
17th Century), the Royal Palace and the 
Prado Museum . 

While visiting Madrid, it is a must to 
enjoy some “chocolate with churros,” a 
very popular dish made with fried dough . 
Remarkably, Madrid is home to the oldest 
restaurant in the world, the Casa Botin, 
which has specialized in traditional Castil-

An ambassadorial tour of spain

Plaza Mayor, in Madrid, dates back to the 17th Century. 
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ian cuisine since 1725 .
The other main gateway to Spain is the 

city of Barcelona, a cosmopolitan Medi-
terranean city that incorporates Roman 
remains and medieval districts within its 
urban streets, along with world-famous 
modernist buildings by both antoni Gaudi 
and Luis Doménech I . Montaner, many of 
which have been declared World heritage 
sites by UNESCO . One of the main arteries 
of the historic quarter, La Rambla, leads to 
the city’s sandy beaches . 

While visiting these two cities, I would 
suggest making a trip to some of their 
municipal markets, such as the Mercado 
de San Miguel in Madrid or the Mercat 
de la Boqueria in Barcelona . Both are fine 
examples of historic markets, where you 
can mix with the locals while getting fresh 
produce and also taste some tapas at their 
specialty stalls — a unique culinary expe-
rience . Tapas — small plates — is popular 
throughout Spain and very different in 
each region, so don’t miss the opportunity 
to try them while you are there .

apart from these two vibrant cities, 
Spain is also home to 13 UNESCO World 
heritage cities, the second highest number 
in a single country .

One of them, not far from Madrid, is 
alcala de henares, known for being the 
birthplace of famous writer Miguel de 
Cervantes, author of the classic Don Quix-
ote . his home now serves as a museum .

Other UNESCO-protected cities are 
avila, a romantic medieval walled city 
that can be easily accessed by car, train or 
bus from Madrid, and Segovia, home to 
one of the finest examples of Roman en-
gineering in Spain . It features an impres-
sive aqueduct from the 1st Century that 
still dominates the entrance to the historic 
quarter . 

Some other UNESCO heritage gems 
are Salamanca, a quaint town with one of 
the oldest universities in Spain (it still wel-
comes students from all around the world 
every year), and Cuenca, famous for its 
“hanging houses” from the 14th Century, 
medieval homes that literally hang from 
a cliff above a gorge and are still used as 
restaurants and museums .

another city that richly deserves a visit 
is Toledo . Located south of Madrid, this 
town played a crucial role as a cultural 
centre for many centuries . although its 
origins date back to the Neolithic period, 
it was during the 2nd Century BC that the 
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Windmills in La Mancha, an historic area south of Madrid.
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The Sagrada Familia, a Roman Catholic 
church designed by Antoni Gaudi, is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. It’s still incom-
plete, 130 years after construction began. 



dEstiNatiONs|DELIGhTS

diploMAt ANd iNtERNAtioNAl cANAdA 91

city became more significant after being 
conquered by the Romans . Later, Toledo 
was known as the city of the three cultures 
because Christians, arabs and Jews lived 
together for centuries . These special char-
acteristics have given Toledo an immense 
historic value and it is not to be missed .

In the region of Extremadura, there 
is another very special city under the 
UNESCO designation — Caceres, a quaint 
historic town with cobblestone streets 
lined with stately homes, churches and 
palaces .

another part of Spain not to be missed, 
is the southern region of andalucía, South 
of Extremadura . This land embodies the 
colourful iconic images of flamenco . But 
this region is also a distinctive land with 
an immense historic and artistic legacy, 
full of geographical contrasts . 

Some of the highlights include mild 
temperatures year-round; craggy moun-
tains suited for winter sports practice; 
protected national parks; which are great 
for hiking; preserved castles and stately 
homes, open to visitors as lodgings; many 
UNESCO sites and a varied gastronomy . 
Seville, Granada, Cordoba, Malaga (and 
its famous coastal stretch called Costa del 

Sol) are just a few destinations worth visit-
ing in andalucía .

One should also include northern 
Spain, referred to as “Green Spain,” for its 
spectacular regions of Galicia, asturias, 
Cantabria and the Basque Country . This 
area boasts some of the best-preserved 
nature parks and ecosystems in Europe, 
which feature contrasting landscapes, 
rivers and endless green valleys . This 
northern stretch also houses the most im-
portant remains of our Iberian Peninsula 
(comprising Spain, Portugal and andorra) 
prehistoric art, including primitive hill-
forts and cave paintings such as those in 
the altamira Caves in Cantabria . These 
paintings have been called “the Sistine 
Chapel of Paleolithic art .”

It is also in northern Spain that we find 
the Way of St . James (called “Camino de 
Santiago”), an important medieval com-
munications route followed (then and 
now) by pilgrims wishing to visit St . James 
Cathedral, located in Santiago de Compos-
tela, also a UNESCO World heritage city . 

You can start the Camino either in Ron-
cesvalles (Navarra) or in Jaca, province of 
aragón, in the Spanish Pyrenees (where 
you can also find some excellent ski re-

Sam Garcia
Freelance Photographer

Diplomatic functions
Presidential visits

Ministerial visits
Corporate events

Cultural events
Private parties
Social events

samgarcia@rogers.com

(613) 733-8761

20 years experience working with 
the Diplomatic Corps
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sorts) . From both locations, the Camino 
will take you to Logroño, capital of La 
Rioja (famous worldwide because of its 
wines, but with a historic legacy also of 
the highest quality), and then through 
Castilla y León before ending in Galicia . 
It comprises not only an enormous artistic 
and religious heritage with its cathedrals, 
monasteries and pilgrimage hospitals, but 
also exceptional samples of civil architec-
ture, with palaces and ancestral homes all 
along the way .

Moving to the east, we reach the ap-
pealing Mediterranean coast with the 
famous Costa del Sol, but also with the 
Murcia coast, boasting some of the most 
beautiful beaches of the area, as does its 
northern neighbour, alicante . If you are 
in the area, you need to visit Valencia, a 
must for its splendid historic buildings as 
well as for its modern innovative archi-
tecture, which includes the breathtaking 
City of arts and Sciences, a monumental 
compound built by one of the most out-
standing architects in the world, Santiago 
Calatrava . 

and since you are in Valencia, you may 
hop over to the unique Balearic Islands . 
These five Mediterranean jewels include 
the popular Mallorca, Menorca and Ibiza . 
They offer a variety of experiences, from 
relaxing in secluded clear water coves 
(Menorca) to visiting a World heritage city 
(Ibiza), to biking through quaint towns 
and natural parks (Mallorca) . The possi-
bilities are endless .

Spain has another island region, the Ca-
nary Islands, located in the atlantic Ocean . 
This archipelago comprises seven islands, 
the four biggest being Gran Canaria, 
Tenerife, Fuerteventura and Lanzarote . 
These islands are blessed with vast sandy 
beaches full of bays and reefs and each 
offers very distinctive landscapes . From 
greyish moon-like scenery in Lanzarote to 
white dunes ecosystem in Fuerteventura, 
they are all bathed in a warm spring-like 
temperature all year round, almost guar-
anteeing a lovely holiday in the sun .

With so much to see, one might won-
der about the best way to visit different 
destinations . It’s easy to move around, 

thanks to the vast infrastructure network . 
There are plenty of flight connections of-
fered by multiple local and international 
air carriers, with many low-cost carriers 
offering flights at very competitive prices . 
air Canada and air Transat offer direct 
seasonal flights from Canada to various 
cities in Spain .

Land transportation within Spain is 
also easy, thanks to a complete highway 
system that eases the driving experience 
around the country and also enables con-
venient bus connections among all the 
provinces . 

The train is also highly reliable and 
links all main cities in Spain . The major cit-
ies are not only accessible by regular train, 
but also by high-speed trains (the aVE 
train network) . as an example, Barcelona 
and Madrid, which are located 625 kilo-
metres from each other, are connected by 
the aVE train in little more than two and a 
half hours . This high-speed train network 
currently connects Madrid with many 
main cities on the Mediterranean coast 
and southern Spain (including Barcelona, 
Valencia and Malaga, among others), and 
it is currently being expanded to link Ma-
drid with several cities in northern Spain . 

although I have tried to provide a 
handful of possibilities, I am well aware 
that I have left out many wonders . It is 
hard to describe the immense possibili-
ties and variety that Spain has to offer in a 
limited space . I would be very pleased if I 
have awakened the curiosity of readers to 
go to Spain and to explore their dreams in 
my country .

For more information, please contact 
the Embassy of Spain Tourism Section, 
2 Bloor Street West, Suite 3402, Toronto, 
M4W 3E2, (416) 961-3131, www .spain .
info/ca . 

Carlos Gómez-Múgica is ambassador of 
Spain . Reach him at emb .ottawa@maec .es 
or (613) 747-2252 ext . 223 . 

● 24/7 Security & Camera Monitoring
● On-Site Management Team
● Key-card Swipe Access System
● Fitness Room with Card Access Laundry System
● Salt Water Indoor Swimming Pool and Dry Sauna
● Short Term Accommodations Available

www.160chapel.com

Furnished & Unfurnished
Studio, 1 & 2 Bedroom 

Apartments

160 Chapel St.,  613-789-6000

Ibiza is one of the jewels of the Balearic Islands, in the Mediterranean. 
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Since 1976

Tennis • Squash • Racquetball • Aquatics • Salt Water Swimming Pools • Golf • Running Track • Cardio Centre • Yoga 

Group Fitness Classes • Playcare • Camps • Junior Programs • Personal Training • Spa Facilities • Cycling • Greco

2525 Lancaster Road, Ottawa, Ontario  |  613-523-1540  |  www.ottawaathleticclub.com 

“fitness for the family”
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You can have your cake 
and eat it too!

You can get a stunningly beautiful renovation from an award-winning Design + Build 
Renovator. You can enjoy the benefits of over 50 years of experience. And you can 
have a renovation that will be completed on-time and on-budget to the highest 
quality standards in the City. 

Yes, you can have your cake and eat it too. When you make OakWood your Reno-
vator of choice.

Let’s get started! 
Schedule a FREE QuickQuote™ – available as an in-home or in-store consulta-
tion at one of our new Renovation Design Centres in 4 Randall’s stores near you. 
Get expert advice, 3 realistic budget options AND a free preliminary 3D design for 
your renovation. Visit www.OakWood.ca for details.

LOOK CLOSER


