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“The best defence of peace is not power, but the removal of
the causes of war, and international agreements which will
put peace on a stronger foundation, than the terror of
destruction.” Lester B. Pearson
Canadian Diplomats and the Foreign Service have played a vital role in the
promotion and protection of Canada's national interests around the globe.
Beechwood is proud to acknowledge the contribution of Canadian Diplomats and
the Foreign Service by providing exclusive community rates on many of
Beechwood’s offerings.
We are proud to have collaborated
with the Canadian Ambassadors
Alumni Association, the
Professional Association for
Canadian Foreign Service and the
Canadian Foreign Service Alumni
Forum.

280 Beechwood Ave, Ottawa – 613-741-9530 – beechwoodottawa.ca
Owned by the Beechwood Cemetery Foundation and operated by
The Beechwood Cemetery Company
2

#

1 in Ottawa

JU

ST

TE
S
I
L

D

L
SO

D

*

L
SO

D

ROCKCLIFFE PARK - $5,500,000

ROCKCLIFFE PARK - $3,950,000

ROCKCLIFFE PARK - $2,890,000

RIDEAU GARDENS - CALL FOR PRICE

WESTBORO - $1,734,990

NEW EDINBURGH - $1,650,000

SO

LD

SO

TE
A
W

RF

T
T

JUS

LOWER TOWN - $1,098,000

T

JUS

SANDY HILL - 1,298,000

LOWER TOWN - 1,559,000

N
RO

LD

TE
S
I
L

ED

AVALON - $1,298,000

D

NEW EDINBURGH - $999,000

T
LIS

T

JUS

TE
S
I
L

D

FAIRCREST HEIGHTS - $839,000

Discover what working with Ottawa’s best can do for you!

613.744.6697
Charles Sezlik, Dominique Laframboise, Sara Adam Sales Reps. and Trystan Andrews, Broker.
* CHARLES SEZLIK - #1 ROYAL LEPAGE REALTOR IN EASTERN ONTARIO, 43 +/- OFFICES, 1150 +/- REALTORS, BASED ON GROSS CLOSED COMMISSIONS 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020.

3

The World in Canada

PUBLISHER
Donna Jacobs
PUBLISHER IN MEMORIAM
Neil Reynolds
EDITOR
Jennifer Campbell
ART DIRECTOR
Paul Cavanaugh
BOOKS COLUMNIST
Christina Spencer
FOOD COLUMNIST
Margaret Dickenson
ARTS COLUMNIST
Peter Simpson
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Ülle Baum
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Reem Alkhaled
Tristan Bragaglia-Murdock
Roy Eriksson
Fen Hampson
Dominique Hyde
Patrick Langston
Robert I. Rotberg
Jimmy Sebulime
Darius Skusevicius
Randy VanDerStarren
Joe Varner
CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS
Mike Beedell
Larry Dickenson
Margaret Dickenson
James Park
Randy VanDerStarren
Spencer VanDerStarren
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
Jessie Reynolds O’Neil
WEBMASTER
Gilles Laberge, www.redrocket.ca
DISTRIBUTION
Pierre Pagé and Peixian Han
OFFICE LIAISON
Sharleen Tattersfield

Volume 32, Number 3

Table of

CONTENTS
DIPLOMATICA|

Cartoons from around the world  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10
Fen Hampson on the need for global democratic alliances  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16
Questions Asked: 10 women weigh in on diplomacy .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

DISPATCHES|

Iran's role in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 34
China's increasing threat to Taiwanese independence .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 44
UNHCR's work in the Sahel: a humanitarian crisis .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50
The two faces of Rwandan President Paul Kagame .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 54

DELIGHTS|

Books on China's middle class and Canada in Vietnam .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 58
Art: What's in store for Ottawa galleries this summer and autumn . . 64
Food: Three recipes for al fresco midsummer dining  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 70
Wine: How skin contact changes a wine's character .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 76
Envoy's Album: Photos from diplomatic events .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 78
Take your Seat: A new initiative in diplomacy .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 88

DIGNITARIES|

New arrivals in the diplomatic corps .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 73

DIPLOMATIC LISTINGS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 82
DESTINATIONS|

Patrick Langston on spring adventures around Ottawa .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 86

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES
Contact Donna Jacobs, donnajacobs@gmail.com,
(613) 794-7654.
DIPLOMAT & INTERNATIONAL CANADA
SUBMISSIONS: Diplomat & International Canada
welcomes submissions. Contact Jennifer Campbell
editor@diplomatonline.com or (613) 291-2901.
ADDRESS: P.O Box 1173, Station B
Ottawa, Ont., Canada K1P 5R2
Phone: (613) 794-7654
E-mail: info@diplomatonline.com
www.diplomatonline.com
Published by Sparrow House
Enterprises Inc.

4

Cover photo: Israel’s Operation Guardian of the Walls, pictured on our cover, is charged with
preserving the State of Israel, protecting its independence and foiling attempts by its enemies to
disrupt normal life within it. Credit: IDF Spokesperson's Unit photographer
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. The publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolicited material.
No part of this magazine may be reproduced in any form without written permissionfrom the publisher. © 2007
ISSN 1190-8343 Publication Mail # 40957514. Return undeliverable Canadian copies to: Diplomat Magazine,
P.O. Box 1173, Station B, Ottawa, ON K1P 5R2
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THE ARTICLES ARE THOSE OF THE AUTHORS.

SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT

AFTER INAUGURATION |DI PLOM AT I CA

diplomat and international canada

5

121 Parkdale Avenue
OTTAWA

Ottawa’s
Newest Luxury
Rental.
TheDaleLiving.com

Enjoy hotel-living high
in the sky
Just a stone’s throw from Wellington
West and Westboro, The Dale,
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with its cutting-edge design at
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Unmatched views
The Dale offers unmatched views of
the river and cities beyond. The rich
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backdrop as a spectacular panorama
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Jennifer
Campbell

Watching Iran

A

fter 16 months of COVID-19 lockdowns and restrictions, things are
finally starting to turn around.
And as they do, we turn our attention to
geopolitics and the latest hotspots from
the world of defence. Our summer issue
is usually full of lighter fare as we devote
our cover to travel, but given that a lot of
restrictions are still in place and the virus
is still ravaging some parts of the world,
we decided to take another year off from
that tradition. Instead, our cover story
looks at global pariah Iran, and the way
it has been extending its reach beyond its
borders by engaging in proxy wars, particularly the one between the Israelis and
the Palestinians in May of this year. The
recent election of President Ebrahim Raisi,
a hardline judge who is under U.S. sanctions for human rights abuses, doesn’t
suggest Iran will simmer down anytime
soon.
Another potential global hotspot is the
Taiwan Strait. Taiwanese President Tsai
Ing-wen is less tolerant of the “one country two systems” approach than her predecessor, Ma Ying-jeou, who stressed the
importance of trade and business ties between Taiwan and China. Defence writer
Joe Varner delves into the long-simmering
tensions between the two foes.
We also get a first-hand account of the
refugee situation in the Sahel, from United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
humanitarian worker Dominique Hyde.
She writes about the situation after having
visited Niger in her position as UNHCR's
global head of external relations and she
saw hope and despair during her recent
travels, but it seemed as though despair

O U R T EM PORA RY FOR MAT

was gaining ground over hope in some
cases.
Finally, in our Dispatches section, Africa columnist Robert I. Rotberg examines
the two sides of Rwandan President Paul
Kagame, who has instituted welcome reforms in the country after its devastating
genocide in 1994, but he's also known to
have opponents killed and is becoming
more hardline as his endless term continues. Indeed, part of said hard line was to
remove term limits on the presidency so
he can now legitimately remain president
until 2034.
Up front, Fen Hampson examines the
D-10, a proposed extension of the G7 to
include other democracies, such as South
Korea, India and Australia and other possible alliances as we find ourselves at a
turning point in world history in which
this kind of deal is often struck.
We also have my interview with 10 of
the diplomatic corps’ 29 women ambassadors. I've long wanted to get several of
them in a room to discuss their jobs, the
obstacles they've encountered and the
plight of women around the world. They
were generous with their time, and also
forthcoming with their stories and opinions. They also suggested we do a similar
panel — on the same subject — with male
diplomats since gender equality won’t
happen unless men get on board, too. So
the gauntlet has been thrown.
In her books column, Christina Spencer writes about China's middle class,
Canada’s perhaps little-known roles in the
Vietnam War and Bill Gates’s new book on
climate change.
Peter Simpson writes about the new
National Portrait Gallery as well as the
happenings at Ottawa's other institutions
this summer and into the autumn.
Food columnist Margaret Dickenson
offers three tasty recipes for summertime
dining and Patrick Langston has ideas for
summer outings that should all be COVID
compliant. We also carry the story of a
new initiative in diplomacy called Take
Your Seat.
Jennifer Campbell is editor of Diplomat.

Diplomat is currently publishing online only,
but this PDF version of the magazine has a
neat feature that print can't offer: The ads are
"live," which means a click of the finger takes
you right to the advertiser's website. Try it out.
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Dominique Hyde

Hyde is responsible for partnerships
with governments, civil society, UN
agencies and the private sector, as
well as communications and advocacy in support of the UN refugee
agency’s protection and assistance
programs. She began her career
working in the Canadian Senate,
House of Commons and foreign
ministry. She later joined the International Organization for Migration
in Haiti.
She has worked for the United
Nations World Food Programme in
Cote d’Ivoire, Liberia, Iraq, Italy and
Nepal and UNICEF as representative
for Jordan as well as in New York as
deputy director of the public partnership division. In 2017, she joined the
World Health Organization in Switzerland before joining UNHCR.
James Park

Dad, photographer and motorcycle
enthusiast, James Park worked at the
Ottawa Citizen as weekend photo editor, photographer, videographer and
online editor before embarking on a
freelance career. Park has a passion
for documentary photography, but
also enjoys shooting creatively challenging assignments.
In addition to Diplomat magazine,
he has shot for Bloomberg, Vice, The
Globe and Mail, Postmedia and various
private corporations over the years.
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Political commentary from around the world

Bees versus Monsanto, by Peter Kuper, PoliticalCartoons.com

Children and the virtual world, by Vladimir Kazanevsky, PoliticalCartoons.
com, Ukraine
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Middle East ceasefire, by Marian Kamensky, Austria
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Biden starts his European tour, by Patrick Chappatte, Le Temps, Switzerland

Mercenaries withdrawal from Libya! by Emad Hajjaj, Alaraby Aljadeed
newspaper, London

Tokyo Olympics and virus, by Paresh Nath, U.T. Independent, India

Biden and Putin meet, by Paresh Nath, U.T. Independent, India

Iran presidential polls, by Paresh Nath, U.T. Independent, India
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COURTESY OF CAGLECARTOONS.COM

Dialogue between Russia and the U.S., by Schot, De Volkskrant, Netherlands

Relationship between Russia and U.S.A., by Vladimir Kazanevsky, Ukraine, PoliticalCartoons.com
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Crime wave, by Dick Wright, PoliticalCartoons.com

WHO renames the variants, by Patrick Chappatte, Le Temps, Switzerland
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Iranian election, by Emad Hajjaj, Alaraby Aljadeed newspaper , London
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NATO summit and China, by Paresh Nath, U.T. Independent, India

Fishfight over Jersey waters, by Hajo de Reijger, The Netherlands

Three-child policy, by Manny Francisco, The Manila Times, The
Philippines

Tiananmen and Hong Kong, by Paresh Nath, U.T. Independent, India

Middle East war, by Marian Kamensky, Austria

Déjà vu, by Luojie, China Daily, China
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21st-Century world order restored?

Fen
Hampson

B

etween November 1814 and June
1815, Europe’s leaders sat down at
a diplomatic conference in Vienna
to establish the foundations of a new political order, following the disruptions of
the French Revolution and the massive
carnage of the Napoleonic Wars. The new
spirit of the international co-operation
that was born out of the Congress of Vienna came to be known as the Concert of
16

Europe. It was called a concert because
those who participated spent their evenings attending musical events. It was not
so much a gathering of friends as a team
of rivals who understood if they didn’t
co-operate, the world could disintegrate
into anarchy. Importantly, it reflected a
non-institutionalized approach to conflict
management and maintenance of global
order by the great powers of the day — a
bit like a pickup musical group. Co-operation was driven by self-interest and a
value system that was anti-revolutionary
and anti-nationalistic. The Congress was
nonetheless a watershed moment in world
history that maintained the European
balance of power until the outbreak of the
First World War, as explained by former
U.S. secretary of state Henry Kissinger in
his great tome, A World Restored: Metter-

nich, Castlereagh and the Problems of Peace,
1812-22.
There is an active debate today about
the future of world order and whether
we are at a similar turning point in history. It has become quite fashionable in
some circles to talk about a new alliance
of democracies that can work to rebuild
the liberal international order of the latter
half of the 20th Century and, at the same
time, promote democratic institutions and
values. Others argue that we are witnessing a return to great power politics with
the rise of China with its muscle-flexing
under President Xi Jinping and resurgent
Russia under President Vladimir Putin. In
this scenario, great power competition is
increasingly likely, and alliances will matter more than ever to counter those states
that aspire to global supremacy. So, what
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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In its original Atlantic Council-CIGI formulation, the D-10 was aimed to unify Western democracies in dealing with Russia. Then-U.S. president Barack
Obama and allies such as Angela Merkel, shown here at the recent G7, worked on Russian incursions in Ukraine and its meddling with other neighbours.
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does the future hold?
We saw the glimmerings of what might
be in the offing at the June 2021 G7 Summit, which was held in the picturesque
small town of Carbis Bay in Cornwall on
England’s southwest coast. The new political narrative, as suggested by the title of
the Summit’s communiqué, was all about
“Building Back Better” and restoring cooperation among the world’s wealthiest
and most powerful democracies after the
tumultuous, tantrum-filled years of the
Donald Trump presidency.
Trump had not hesitated to express his
disdain for his G7 partners — a disdain
that was on full display in June 2018 when
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau hosted the
summit and Trump lashed out at his host
and abandoned the characteristic joint
statement, which was endorsed by the
other G7 leaders. This time around, with
a newly installed Democratic president
in the White House, it was all smiles and
chummy COVID elbow bumps. Sending
a clear signal that they thought the pandemic was ending, G7 leaders dispensed
with mandatory facemasks at the “family
photo” that was taken on an improvised
boardwalk on the beach, making them
look, as one journalist wag commented,
like “pegs on a cribbage board.” The press
also ridiculed G7 leaders for ignoring
COVID social distancing rules during an
open pit beach barbecue where the menu
was lobster, shrimp and scallops, even
though Downing Street insisted everything was done in strict compliance with
coronavirus rules.

ALEXEY DRUZHININ / THE PRESIDENTIAL PRESS AND INFORMATION OFFICE

A D-10 in the making?

A year earlier, when the 2020 G7 summit
was cancelled because of the pandemic,
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson had
openly championed the idea of changing
the format of these annual gatherings by
enlarging the membership of G7 —  the
U.K., U.S., Italy, Germany, France, Japan
and Canada — to include South Korea,
India and Australia to form a new D-10
[Democracy 10] club. The idea was not
entirely an original one. It had been promoted for a number of years in a series of
meetings and reports conducted jointly
by the Atlantic Council and the Global
Politics Program (which I directed) at
Canada’s Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI). In fact, the first
unofficial gathering of D-10 officials — the
heads of policy planning departments
in their respective foreign ministries and
representatives of leading think-tanks in
D-10 countries — took place in Ottawa
in the summer of 2014. The group would
diplomat and international canada

Some argue we are witnessing a return to power politics with Chinese President Xi Jinping's muscleflexing and resurgent Russia under President Vladimir Putin. Putin and Xi are shown here.

meet annually thereafter until 2019 and
riffed on the original 1941 Atlantic Charter
by drafting a new one, titled Defending
Democracy and a Rules-Based Order: A Declaration of Principles, that would serve as a
template for the 21st Century.
The seven principles that were enunciated in the declaration were intended to
“provide a clear and compelling statement of values, a ‘north star ’ around
which political leaders in democracies
worldwide can coalesce to reaffirm their
support for a rules-based order and generate concrete action to advance and defend
these values; and provide a rallying cry to
mobilize bipartisan public support in favour of shared values in the United States,
Europe, Asia and leading democracies
around the world.” The principles were
drawn on a wide canvass and covered the
gambit of contemporary global problems
on trade, climate change, migration, cybersecurity, human rights and freedom of
speech.
Many of the same ideas and principles
found their way into The New Atlantic Charter, which was signed by U.S.
President Joe Biden and Johnson just
before the G7 Summit. In it, the leaders

of the world’s two oldest democracies
reaffirmed their “commitment to work
together to realize our vision for a more
peaceful and prosperous future….and
[work] closely with all partners who share
our democratic values and to [counter] the
efforts of those who seek to undermine
our alliances and institutions.”
In its original Atlantic Council-CIGI formulation, the D-10 was aimed at strengthening the resolve of Western democracies
in their dealings with Russia at a time
when there were significant divisions
between the administration of then-U.S.
president Barack Obama and its European
allies, particularly Germany’s Angela
Merkel, about how to deal with Russian
incursions in Ukraine and Russia’s meddling in the affairs of its immediate neighbours. However, as the concept evolved,
China assumed greater prominence in the
group’s deliberations.
Will a formal D-10 replace the G7 anytime soon? Probably not. Although Johnson was an early champion of the idea of a
D-10 and clearly saw it as an opportunity
to show that Britain in a post-Brexit world
could still be a global player by working
“with a group of like-minded democracies
17
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to advance shared interests and tackle
common challenges,” he got pushback
— certainly no surprise there — from the
Germans and the French, who oppose an
enlargement of the G7 tent on the grounds
that it is already big enough. There are
also widespread reservations about including India, which U.S.-based Freedom
House has downgraded from a free democracy to a “partially free democracy.”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu
nationalist BJP government’s attacks on
human rights groups and journalists and
the government’s efforts to stifle its critics
on social media are troubling signs that
India is becoming an electoral autocracy.
Although Johnson invited the leaders of Australia, South Korea and India
(the latter was a virtual participant at the
meeting) to participate in the U.K.’s G7
summit, there is no guarantee that similar
invitations will be extended the next time
around.
But that doesn’t mean we won’t now
see more co-operation among the world’s
leading democracies. Accordingly, the
June 2021 Cornwall Summit was notable
for the commitments that were made on
a variety of different fronts, especially if
there is real follow-through. The Carbis
Bay Health Declaration committed G7
countries to use “all their resources to prevent a global pandemic from happening
again” and included concrete measures
to reduce the time taken to develop and
license new vaccines, strengthen global
surveillance networks and genomic sequencing capacities and “support for
reforming and strengthening the World

THE PRO P O S E D D - 1 0 C O U N T R I E S
CANADA (G7)
FRANCE (G7)
GERMANY (G7)
ITALY (G7)
JAPAN (G7)
UNITED KINGDOM (G7)
UNITED STATES (G7)
EUROPEAN UNION (G7)
AUSTRALIA (D-10)
INDIA (D-10)
SOUTH KOREA (D-10)

Health Organization.” G7 countries also
pledged that together they would make
one billion doses of vaccine available
to the world’s poorer countries. At the
same time, the meeting’s focus on pledging new monies to help poorer countries
build better infrastructure to counter what
some refer to as “China’s debt diplomacy”
through its Belt and Road Initiative, was
also an attempt to promote a new “Build
Back Better World” narrative that, in the
words of the G7 communiqué, is “values-

driven, high standard and transparent.”
The G7 has been divided about how to
deal with China, with the Europeans favouring a softer approach that encourages
economic and technological co-operation
while the U.S. has taken a much tougher
stance on trade, cyber and security. It was
notable that the Group of Seven went
out of its way to scold China over human rights in its Xinjiang region and
demanded that Hong Kong be allowed
to keep a high degree of autonomy. It also
demanded a full and thorough investigation of the origins of the coronavirus in
China, a notable show of solidarity. So,
too, were statements in the final communiqué on Taiwan in which G7 leaders
underscored “the importance of peace and
stability across the Taiwan Strait, and…
peaceful resolution of cross-Strait issues”
and the need to reduce military tensions in
the South China Sea.
During his visit to Brussels to attend
the NATO summit of heads of government, Biden and EU leaders also agreed
to bury the hatchet on their 17-year trade
dispute over EU subsidies to the giant
aircraft manufacturer, Airbus, and U.S.
subsidies to Boeing. The trade dispute is
one of the costliest in recent history and
has seen payments of more than $1 billion
in tariffs since the duties were first levied.
Both sides recognized that China, which
is also now building commercial aircraft,
may one day pose an existential threat to
aircraft manufacturers on both sides of
the Atlantic. As U.S. Trade Representative
Katherine Tai remarked when the deal
was announced, the U.S. and EU are now
focused on “what is going to be best for
competition between us in the context of
a world where our industries and workers will be facing competition like we’ve
never seen before.”

U.S. President Joe Biden and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson signed the New Atlantic Charter
just before the G7 Summit. It reaffirmed their commitment to work together and work closely with
all partners who share their democratic values.

18

As the world’s leading democracies decide to work more closely together, what
does this mean for their future dealings
with Russia and China? The return of
geopolitical polarization and competition is not encouraging, but great power
military confrontation, as some predict,
would be devastating because it would
likely escalate to a nuclear exchange that
would make the destruction and loss of
life of the two great wars of the last century look like a brawl at a Sunday picnic
by comparison. There is always the risk
of escalation of conflict when countries
resort to brinksmanship as they flex their
military muscles.
Maintaining global order and stability
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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A new concert of nations?
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through diplomacy, though, may serve
Russia’s interests, history and the geopolitical situation. China’s leaders may
come to similar conclusions as the U.S.
and its Western allies react to its own
muscle-flexing and expansionist initiatives
in trade, infrastructure and cyber technology. The fact that so much of China’s
recent economic growth and prosperity is
intimately tied to its trade and investment
with the rest of the world means that it has
more to lose than gain through belligerent
actions or consistently bucking the norms
and rules of the post-Second World War
international order from which it has so
clearly benefited.
It is worth noting that the recent G7,
U.S.-EU and NATO summits condemned
Chinese actions and behaviour domestically and internationally — in the case
of NATO, it was the first time that China
was singled out as presenting a “systemic
challenge.” However, the alliance also
welcomed “opportunities to engage with
China on areas of relevance to the alliance and on common challenges such as
climate change.” In early June, Xi stunned
political observers when he instructed the
country’s leaders in a speech to a Politburo study session to focus on cultivating

diplomat and international canada

a “trustworthy, lovable and respectable”
image for China and to adopt a “humble”
approach in China’s international relations.
There was also a discernible change
in tone in U.S.-Russia relations after the
Geneva Summit between Biden and Putin. Following the summit, Putin praised
Biden for his professionalism and knowing his brief and went out of his way
to say that Biden had been incorrectly
portrayed in Russia’s state-controlled
media as a bumbler. The decision by the
two leaders at the summit to launch arms
control and cyber-security talks and to
restore full diplomatic relations suggests
that both countries want a more pragmatic
approach to managing their bilateral relations, which had sunk to their lowest
point since the Cold War.
It is still too early to tell, but there is
some evidence that the world’s great powers may be now considering a path that
eschews “grandiose aspirations in favour
of functional, practical and actionable
co-operative activities,” in the words of
Singapore-based international relations
scholar See Seng Tan. We are still a long
way off from anything resembling a concert, where there are clear rules of the road

and a shared commitment by great powers to maintain and not upset the global
order. There also is no going back to the
post-1945 world or the post-1989 world
when, for a brief period, the U.S. was the
world’s last remaining superpower. But
there are compelling incentives for the
world’s great powers to co-operate and
work together on such issues as avoiding
nuclear war, managing global pandemics,
combating climate change and curbing
cyber-attacks.
As Henry Kissinger said in an interview some years ago, “The world is in
chaos. Fundamental upheavals are occurring in many parts of the world simultaneously, more of which are governed
by disparate principles. We are therefore
faced with two problems: first, how to
reduce regional chaos; second, how to create coherent world order based on agreedupon principles that are necessary for the
operation of the entire system.” That is
indeed today’s foreign policy challenge for
all countries and not just the great powers.
Fen Osler Hampson is Chancellor’s
Professor at Carleton University and
co-author of Diplomacy and the Future of
World Order.
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Women Heads of Diplomatic Missions in Ottawa

‘The picture used to be that men are diplomats,
women are secretaries and that has changed a lot’
With the help of EU Ambassador Melita
Gabric, Diplomat organized a panel for
its usual Q & A with editor Jennifer
Campbell. The group — all women heads
of mission — has a formal organization,
which Gabric chairs, and it meets regularly to discuss common areas of interest.
Today, there are 29 women who are heads
of mission in Ottawa; four more based in
the U.S., but accredited to Canada, and six
women chargé d’affaires. And, in recent
years, major posts, including those of the
ambassador of the U.S. and France and
that of the British High Commissioner
have been filled by women for the first
time. Diplomat wanted to talk to these
women about their unique careers, the
proverbial glass ceiling women encounter
in the workplace and the plight of women
in their countries. What follows is a
transcript edited for length. (Editor’s note:
Moroccan Ambassador Souriya Otmani
wasn’t able to join the panel because of
timing, so she answered our questions
the following day.)
Diplomat magazine: Can you talk about a

situation in your career where you met
the proverbial glass ceiling and share
what you did about it and how diplomatic training helped you to resolve it?
And finally, what tips would you offer for
women following in your footsteps?
Melita Gabric (EU): One thing I would say

is that the glass ceiling is difficult to see,
which is to say that it is difficult to pinpoint a situation where one was denied a
promotion due to gender, or some other
sexual discrimination or circumstance.
I would say it is important that women
pre-emptively empower themselves as
much as they can. I would definitely put
a premium on education, on developing
skills and competencies, and that includes
diplomatic competencies because this
helps with resilience, freedom of choice
and manoeuvring space and, at the end of
the day, it can help with moving that ceiling further up and ideally, down the road,
removing it altogether.
Hanne Eskjaer (Denmark): I was think-
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ing about a personal experience and was
inspired by an example where I think we
managed to break the glass ceiling. It was
a few years ago and I was four months
pregnant and posted in New York and I
was up for a change in position. I really
wanted to become the deputy in Prague
because [it was joining] the EU. Everyone
told me, ‘Who would hire a four-monthpregnant woman for a deputy position?’
I went for it and I applied. It was an old
ambassador, it was his last post, a very

proud man from the old school. Everyone
said this was not going to work. But he
decided to invest in the long term. He
said, ‘Yes, I see your talent, I want you
on board. I know that you won’t be there
in the beginning, but I want you on the
team.’ It was a combination of him looking in the long term and it was me believing I was the right choice for him. And
the last thing was that my husband and I
decided we would split the leave into two
so when half of it was over, I went back
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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to work and my husband took parental
leave. This is not just our personal choice
for a family. This is because the system
facilitates the husband taking part. It’s a
mixture of personal choice, education and
the systems in place to facilitate this equal
distribution of parental leave.
Natasha Smith (Australia): There’s a phe-

nomenon that I call the lonely room.
Rather than glass ceilings — which I
have observed and seen and had some
women reach down through that ceiling
and pull me up, and one or two who put
their stiletto on my forehead — there’s the
phenomenon of being the only woman
in the room, or one of very few. I think
we focus on the ceiling; it’s a very good
metaphor, but I think the challenge of
when you get there, how lonely it can be
is [worth noting.] I certainly experienced
this at various stages in my career and
frankly, among my memories of where
I was more junior, I was often the only
woman and the youngest in the room as
well. That can be very intimidating and I
don’t think it’s only women. Indigenous
colleagues say the same thing. Be true [to]
yourself and you’ve got to feel intimidated
on the inside, not the outside. I worked on
water and sanitation in Indonesia and I
was often the only woman and I can still
remember a formal dinner with the Dutch
ambassador and I was youngest and the
only woman and they didn’t know what
to do with me so they sat me next to the
host and it was brilliant. If I’d been a man,
I would have been down by the door
to the kitchen and I was able to use that
[seat] to my advantage. I think we can
get hung up on the glass ceiling. I think
it’s also the lonely room we need to think
about.
Romy Vasquez (Panama): I’m the only one

here who’s not a career diplomat. I was in
the same situation in 2004, when we were
8 per cent [of 56 head of mission positions
in Panama’s diplomatic corps] but today
we’re not much better at only 22 per cent
and they’re not the best positions or destinations. When we become the first woman
at the White House, that will be a change.
When I went for the interviews, I had the
approval of the ministry and the president
and they asked me to go to every government department to show what I could offer. This was an internal decision because
they wanted to see how I would respond
as a businesswoman to the diplomatic
environment. I managed to introduce myself as an asset [because of my negotiation
skills.] I think you have to learn to deliver
diplomat and international canada

the message of what it is that you can really do well.
Maria Vass-Salazar (Hungary): I think

there’s a larger picture. Looking at diplomacy and women in diplomacy back 20
or 30 years, the picture used to be that
men are diplomats, women are secretaries and that has changed a lot. There are
more women altogether on our staff than
men. [For me,] starting in the foreign

I N S I T UAT I O NS T HAT
AR E O V E R W HE L MI NGLY
M AL E , Y O U NE E D T HE
CONF I DE NC E W I T HO UT
TH E AR R O GANC E . I T ’ S A
SK IL L DI P L O MAT S S HO UL D
A C Q UI R E T O R E AL LY
EXC E L . I DI DN’ T R E AL LY
E X P E R I E NC E DI F F I C ULT Y
OR DI S C R I MI NAT I O N, B UT
T HAT ’ S T HE E V O L UT I O N O F
AC C E P TANC E O F F E MAL E
DI P L O MAT S I N T HE
DI P L O MAT I C S E RV I C E .
service, the key elements were competence and confidence. In situations that
are overwhelmingly male, you need the
confidence without the arrogance. It’s a
skill diplomats should acquire to really
excel. I didn’t really experience difficulty
or discrimination, but that’s the evolution
of acceptance of female diplomats in the
diplomatic service.
Josefina Vidal (Cuba): I haven’t had to

overcome any obstacles during my professional career. The Cuban foreign service
has done a great job in the last 25 to 30
years. We come from a past when the
ministry was predominantly male for
many years. Now 44.6 per cent of all officials at the foreign ministry are women.
We still have some work to do in terms
of decision-making positions, where we
are just 29 per cent. In the head of mission

positions, only 31 per cent are women. We
don’t have a system of quotas, but there
is a policy. Anytime a minister makes a
proposal about who he believes is the
best person to be appointed as a directorgeneral or ambassador, he has to propose
at least two names, and the balance of
gender and race has to be included. This
policy has been offering important results.
My advice [is] study a lot, work very hard,
become an expert in an area of specialization. Defend with conviction and confidence your points of view, but at the same
time, listen to others and respect your
colleagues.
Konstantina Athanassiadou (Greece): I

agree with what has been said. I was
thinking what sort of [story I could share].
There are many, but I tried to find one that
was a bit funny. I knew from Day 1 when
I entered the ministry that it was very
competitive. I was always trying to do my
best. I had to do a double effort in order to
become the very best.
Now I’ll tell you the funny episode.
I was in Geneva and Greece was going
through a review concerning the position
of women in Greece. I was not present, but
the permanent representative was. I was
at the WTO, dealing in quotas in sugar
and transport and things like that. At a
certain point, there was an alarm on my
mobile asking me to come over. I asked if I
could just text them or send a note; he said
no. So I went there and when I entered
this committee, the permanent representative said, ‘Here is an ambassador,’ because
the point of the committee [was to charge
us with not having] enough women in
top positions. I [felt like] I was a bear in
a circus. I said, ‘This is me, this is a Greek
ambassador, you can’t say we don’t have
women ambassadors.’
Josefina Martinez Gramuglia (Argentina):

I remember being at the United Nations
and I was part of the Security Council
team when Argentina was a member and
I was very much pregnant, so I couldn’t fit
into the seats at the informal meetings. At
some point, I had to ask for a special seat
on the side. They had these little desks
and I couldn’t fit. Talk about trying to
modernize structures [laughs.] I’ve had a
couple of [glass ceiling] situations, most
commonly when you work for a long time
on strategic files and it’s finally the time to
pitch to the authorities. From time to time,
I faced the doors closing for me, being the
most experienced with the issue at hand,
but I wasn’t able to pitch to the authorities. I tried to persuade my colleagues of
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the importance of being heard and my
perspective and it didn’t work. How did
my diplomatic training help me? I did
quite the opposite of what diplomatic
training would say and I challenged the
norm. I couldn’t accept the status quo of
being the lower rank, and not able to present my ideas. At some point, I decided to
be deliberately an advocate for change
and as many of my colleagues mentioned,
I worked harder, I worked better and put
together fresh ideas.
It was kind of a risky move, but it
worked. If there are any tips for women, I
would say never settle, keep pressing for
inclusion, don’t wait for men to invite us
into the foreign policy process. We have to
look for affirmative action, look for special
training programs, seek mentors for advancement in our careers and seize every
opportunity that presents itself to you
because you miss 100 per cent of the shots
you don’t take.

come speakers and move forward and
talk about it on social media and share
that idea.

Michelle Cohen (Dominican Republic): We

WE ARE HE R E B E C AUS E W E

are here because we have seen that glass
ceiling at some point. I’ve broken that ceiling every single time I’ve been a candidate
for a position or a place in power.
There are two things [required] — dedication and extensive training. I was born
in a very small insular country in the Caribbean and Antilles. The pace of life was
very slow. The Dominican Republic was
a country that had 5.2 million inhabitants
who were isolated from the rest of the
world with very few opportunities for
growth, especially for girls. The chances of
being something or getting to be someone
were very [slim] and you were trained
to be a perfect housewife. I had a bigger
view because I grew up outside the island.
I went away very early. When I got back,
after finishing high school, I was clear on
what I wanted to do. When I was 21, I ran
for a position at the United Nations Development Program. I faced being a woman
and a young person. I got the position,
partly because one of the [interviewers]
who was an older, respected lady, decided
to give me the opportunity. She decided
that my energy was the reason I would be
able to do the job.
Romy Vasquez (Panama): Regarding tips,

all of you have mentioned so many and
I would add to become a mentor for another colleague. Also, in order to break
that ceiling, we need more women at the
centre of the international agenda. If we
don’t have more women, we will not be
able to push the necessary policies and
implement the changes. We need to be22

Souriya Otmani (Morocco): I consider my-

self a lucky woman who didn’t face any
challenges of that kind in my whole diplomatic career. It doesn’t mean I didn’t face
any difficulties during my professional
past. Every day, women ambassadors and
diplomats in general are confronted with
a lot of challenges and unusual situations.
I think what helps us overcome and react
and solve those issues is our personal experience, our diplomatic training and also
our female instincts. Women in general
and women diplomats specifically have a
proper way to deal with challenges. With
all due respect to our male colleagues, we
manage in a different way than them to
smooth a tough situation and find appropriate solutions.

HAV E S E E N T HAT GL AS S
CE ILING AT S O ME P O I NT.
I’V E BROK E N T HAT C E I L I NG
EV ERY S I NGL E T I ME I ’ V E
BEEN A C ANDI DAT E F O R
A P OSITI O N O R A P L AC E
IN POW E R . T HE R E AR E
T WO TH I NGS [R E Q UI R E D]
—DEDI C AT I O N AND
EX TEN S I V E T R AI NI NG.
For young women who are thinking about starting a diplomatic career, I
firmly encourage them to not hesitate and
to go ahead. It will be a lot of work, but
it’s enriching and fascinating. When you
deal with bilateral or multilateral diplomacy, you live in an amazing world and
it will widen your personal horizons. It
will deepen your knowledge. Diplomats
should communicate and be able to talk
about all subjects. It will bring a lot of satisfaction and contribute to your personal
development, but these women should
know they need to make sacrifices when it
comes to taking care of families and their
personal life. It’s also a matter of passion
and dedication. It’s demanding, but it

brings a lot of satisfaction.
Diplomat magazine: In your opinion, what

is the single most important women’s issue we need to address globally at this
moment? Violence against women, child
marriage, genital mutilation, human trafficking all come to mind. And do you have
any ideas as to how to do it?
Melita Gabric (EU): I would say that the

EU and its member states have been putting a lot of attention and resources in
supporting women and girls worldwide.
Almost one third of the total EU funding
is for supporting gender equality and
the empowerment of women. We have
to do more and we have pledged to do
more. We know women and girls are
disproportionately hit by the social and
economic crisis of the pandemic and this
is why we decided to enforce support for
gender equality in development around
the world. We really do need to promote
participation of women and girls in all
spheres of life. We’ve seen that a lot of the
ground gained for women and girls was
lost during this pandemic.
One priority that I would single out is
women’s economic empowerment and
entrepreneurship and promoting access
to finance. [They are] worthwhile goals
in themselves, but they also have positive effects on other crucial issues, such
as gender-based violence or reproductive
health and rights. Economically independent women have a much better chance
to make decisions for themselves and
their families. I would also say that once
women are economically empowered, this
also contributes to economic growth and
prosperity of society in general. Rising
waters help raise all boats. We [also] need
to help girls to get enrolled in school and
also to stay in school despite all the challenges that have been very much exacerbated by the COVID pandemic.
Natasha Smith (Australia): I think economic

empowerment is crucial to addressing all
the other issues. You see that as much in
Australia and Canada as you do anywhere
else in the world. We’ve put women and
girls at the centre of our aid program and
pivoted the entire aid program to COVID
response and recovery, but still with a
strong focus on gender equality.
Regarding solutions: If we all had the
solutions, we’d all trot off and get our
Nobel Prizes. But I think education is absolutely fundamental. I have a very long
development background and there is so
much evidence that the most important
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Diplomat invited all 29 woman ambassadors to participate in a question-and-answer
session with editor Jennifer Campbell. These nine women, along with Melita Gabric,
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thing you can do for someone is education. Data is also very important because
what is measured gets addressed. You
need the data to make the business case
and [that’s] how the solution gets the
votes. Nutrition is also fundamental, as
are reproductive health rights. Affordable child care is important to women’s
economic development and leadership. I
agree entirely in terms of the No. 1 concern being how we build back fairer and
make up the lost ground, particularly in
terms of meeting the [United Nations]
sustainable development goals because I

U N DER COVID, WE SAW
T H AT TH ERE WAS A RISE
I N D O MESTIC V IOLENCE
A N D TH E O N LY CASE S
W E HAVE SEEN WERE
T H E CASES THAT WERE
B E I N G REPORTED. COV ID
B A R ED MANY ELEM E NTS.
T H E REAL IMPEDIMENT
O F WO MEN VIS-À-V IS
M EN IS TH E L ACK OF
E Q UAL STREN GTH AND
T H AT APPEA RED IN THE
RI S E IN TH E N UM BERS
O F DO MESTIC VIOLENCE
[I N C IDEN TS] WIT H NO
WITNESSES.
think we’re behind. All of the things you
listed are critical, but if we get economic
inequality sorted, hopefully by the weekend [laughs], then I think addressing other
areas becomes a lot easier.
Maria Vass-Salazar (Hungary): I couldn’t

agree more. My choice for key issues in
the global picture includes education,
which is essential for any further progress
in women’s empowerment, but I think
the real challenge is how you make all
these possibilities available for women
in a culture that doesn’t accept these
24

parameters. To get ownership in an environment where women learn their role
from a very early age, how do you get
through that barrier within the society?
We should reach out, but what if it’s not
safe? That’s the biggest challenge — to
get leaders from within those societies to
make changes.
The other issue from a different angle is
the balance — how women in leadership
roles need more assets so they can strike
the right balance between their family life
and professional life. That’s also a factor
that holds women back from progressing
because they can’t find a way to do both
equally well.
Konstantina Athanassiadou (Greece): Un-

der COVID, we saw that there was a rise
in domestic violence and the only cases
we have seen were the cases that were
being reported. COVID bared many elements. The real impediment of women
vis-à-vis men is the lack of equal strength
and that appeared in the rise in the numbers of domestic violence [incidents] with
no witnesses.
[Generally,] I would agree with what
was being said on economic empowerment and programs around the world and
I very much agree with whatever is being
decided in the European Union because
it goes to the right direction. But now
we need something that is a product of
extraordinary circumstances. We should
have something binding on the part of
progressive governments to include
women’s [voices] in the decision-making
on post-COVID recovery. This will create
real empowerment.
Josefina Vidal (Cuba): I agree that educa-

tion and empowerment are important,
pressing issues, but I agree also with my
Greek colleague that we have to address
in a very significant way gender violence
because it has become worse during the
pandemic. I don’t have a magic solution to offer, because it expresses itself in
different forms and in different places.
For example, you have countries where
physical violence is very visible, but you
have others where economic violence happens, or psychological violence also exists.
Those are most common in my country.
We’ve been adopting measures and our
new constitution gives expression not just
to non-discrimination against women and
[to] gender equality, but also the issue of
gender violence in general.
Another issue is educational programs
and media campaigns. We have a very
strong emphasis on these specific issues,

including violence and gender equality, in
the curriculum at all levels of our educational system. [This is also happening in
professional settings.]
Romy Vasquez (Panama): In my country,

domestic violence has increased, but it
has also become open because basically,
all the women had the worst jobs. They
were taking care of children, elders and
working at home. They became more vulnerable. But when I talk about violence
against women, I want to become disruptive. When we were making decisions,
women were not taken into account and
that’s another form of violence for me.
We have a country where we have institutions. We have more women with degrees
than men, but they are not getting the
jobs, so that’s another form of violence.
In terms of the question itself, when we
talk about genital mutilation or child marriage, even though we don’t have those
issues in my country, I think that all of
those are a form of violence. The problem
globally to me is that there’s a market

T HE L AC K O F E DUC AT I O N
O N A GL O B AL S C AL E I S
R E AL LY O NE O F T HE M O S T
C R UC I AL S TART I NG PO I N T S
F O R GI R L S AND Y O U N G
W O ME N AND W O M E N
I N GE NE R AL I N S O C I E T Y.
I T ’ S R E AL LY L O S I NG A
K E Y O P P O RT UNI T Y FO R A
MO R E E Q UAL F UT UR E A N D
I T ’ S R E AL LY L I NK E D T O
T HE PANDE MI C W HE N 2 5 0
MI L L I O N K I DS AND YO U T H
DI DN’ T HAV E AC C ES S
T O E DUC AT I O N.
of transactions where the product depends on acts of violence against women.
Therefore, internationally, this is linked
to organized crime and this becomes the
most important issue to me. So this is the
moment to act.
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Hanne Eskjaer (Denmark): It’s very difficult

to choose one topic. What my colleagues
have shown is that it’s so interconnected
so where do you start unravelling these
systemic challenges? One thing that sifts
through all our discussion is education.
The lack of education — maybe not in
some of the countries we represent, but on
a global scale — is really one of the most
crucial starting points for girls and young
women and women in general in society.
It’s really losing a key opportunity for a
more equal future and it’s really linked to
the pandemic when 250 million kids and
youth didn’t have access to education.
The UN has estimated that during the
pandemic, 90 per cent of all kids have lost
access to education. The key issue when
we talk about recovery is, will the girls be
allowed back? When girls aren’t going to
school, the risk of them facing domestic
violence, being forced into early marriage,
teenage pregnancy, lack of hygiene and
lack of access to one meal a day, is lost. If
we can’t grasp that now, as part of the key
post-pandemic recovery, we really expose
our girls to a huge challenge that we will
feel for generations.
What is to be done? I don’t think we get
a Nobel Prize for any of the suggestions
we came up with today, but we need a
global response to this. We have UN organizations, UNICEF — they are asking for
core funding for the programs. We need
to invest in education. It doesn’t come for
free. I think we have to look at our teaching methods. Digital online learning —
some of it will stay, but in some countries,
there’s a total lack of connectivity, so girls
will face additional challenges. We need to
ensure education is inclusive and equal.
We are behind, but we’ve all commited to
the sustainable development goal of education. We have a golden opportunity to
work with Canada.
Michelle Cohen (Dominican Republic): I

agree with Romy when she was saying
all of those issues are mainly one, which
is violence against women. My mom
has worked her whole life on this topic.
She had the opportunity to work with
Congress so I [watched] her advocate for
human rights and women’s rights specifically. It is a challenge and child marriage
is still an issue. When we put together
the lack of education and research, it
drives families into giving away their girls
to someone who can take care of them
because they can’t. With lack of education from both sides, there is an abuse of
power by men who put girls and women
into a situation of weakness. That’s where
diplomat and international canada

the state has to come in with public policy
to [create a more equal] society.
Josefina Martinez Gramuglia (Argentina): I

completely agree with many of the issues,
including education as a main priority.
Regarding the main issues women face
in Argentina, we’ve seen the struggle for
equality and empowerment of women in
all fields and we all acknowledge that this
relates to power imbalances. It’s reasonable to say we’ve come a long way and
we’re certainly on a track of change. At
the same time, I have to agree with those
who believe we have to augment women’s
power. It’s no longer enough to advocate
for women’s rights, it’s time to stand

up and strengthen women’s power. The
diplomatic world has its own particular
challenges and bringing more women into
diplomacy is a symbol of hope and modernization, but as many of my colleagues
already mentioned, in Argentina, we’re
also still underrepresented in senior diplomatic positions.
This is one of the main challenges we
are facing. Again, it has already been
mentioned, but we believe we should be
included at every table where decisions
are made, involved in the decision-making
process to bring our perspective for better
results. The feeling is that there is a need
to remedy the imbalance of power that
exists all around. At headquarters, only

23 per cent of high-ranked positions are
held by women; of the 160 representations
abroad, 26 per cent are led by women and
in higher ranks of ambassadors and ministers, only 24 per cent of our diplomatic
[representatives] are female. They’re not
impressive numbers, but there is hope. I
remember when I entered the foreign affairs institute, women were 20 per cent of
my cohort and that number is now almost
40 per cent on average. More women are
entering the field, more are assuming
leadership roles and, in a way, breaking
centuries of tradition.
We have several measures to correct
this imbalance. There was the creation
of the bureau for women and gender af-

fairs, there was a decision to establish a
focal point dealing with gender-based
discrimination and violence at work and
it’s actually working. And most important,
last year, there was an express decision to
appoint more women.
Hanne Eskjaer (Denmark): I think this is

one of the areas where we are proud.
We’ve had several women prime ministers, we’ve had several good role models
so the trend is right, but the pace is way
too slow. One of our main problems is
that we need more women in leadership
positions, where decisions are made. This
is in the public sector and diplomacy, but
also in the private sector and on corporate
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boards. In Denmark, we don’t have mandatory quotas, but a lot of people adopt
them on a voluntarily basis. If you don’t
have a measurable target, it’s difficult to
see if you’re achieving anything. Targets
are important to make a change.
In our ministry, you cannot put forward
any candidates for a leadership position
without women being part of it. That
makes people think who is out there. We
have to work on our pipeline and strategically see the young talent and nurture it
with mentorship, education and programs
to start early on. Then you need the systems, [such as] parental leave. How do
you make it easy for fathers and partners
to take their share?
Natasha Smith (Australia): I think we’re go-

ing a bit off piece from your question, so
I’ll stay over in the trees with everybody
else. Like Denmark, I can’t agree more on
the importance of systemic change. We
have seen a deliberate approach to getting
more women into leadership positions.
We have a strategy in our department. We
are now over 40 per cent of heads of mission and we have a pipeline, but we had
a problem where the pipeline seemed to
break once you got to a certain level and
that’s now being very deliberately looked
at and we have data and regular reviews
and there’s a governance process around
our women and leadership strategy.
But reflecting on how a number of colleagues have said we have to work harder
and be smarter, [I’d say] no. That’s actually not the solution. I think that’s how a
lot of us have had to work, but that’s not
how it should work and I really do think
it’s fundamentally systemic change [that’s
needed] and I know that’s much easier to
say coming from Australia than it would
be coming from many other places. But
think of any women’s issue — whether
it’s domestic violence, sexual assault in
workplaces, gender pay gap — we have
it all. No country has actually addressed
all of this. From my perspective, I think
the solutions have to be political, but also
[approached] from a policy perspective.
They’ve also got to be practical. And dare I
say it — men are fundamental to the solution. I would actually like to see this panel
with our male colleagues. This is with all
due respect to my very dear colleagues
here, but women talking about gender
equality isn’t going to fix gender equality.
Of course, we’re part of it, but we need to
have our male colleagues and hear what
they think and how they think the system
can change. I think that’s partly about
parental leave, but also flexible work. One
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of the catchphrases of the women’s movement is that we hold up half the world
and I think that’s absolutely true, but we
have to remember that there’s someone
holding up the other side. In Australia, we
have a group called the Male Champions
of Change. It’s an incredibly powerful
franchise now that started within government and it’s in [sports,] an area where

AS A M E MB E R O F T W O
DIV E R S I T Y GR O UP S I N
OUR DE PART ME NT, I AL S O
RE ALLY W O R RY T HAT
WE DON’ T DO E NO UGH
TO ACTUAL LY P R O MO T E
DIV E RS I T Y W R I T L AR GE
BECAUS E W E ’ R E AL L
FIGHTING F O R T HE S AME
SORT O F R I GHT S AND
REPRE SENTAT I O N. W E AL L
NE E D T O B E W O R K I NG
T O GE T HE R .
we’ve seen real progress. Some of our best
advocates against gender-based violence
are sports people.
As a member of two diversity groups
in our department, I also really worry
that we don’t do enough to actually promote diversity writ large because we’re
all fighting for the same sort of rights and
representation. We all need to be working
together.
Josefina Vidal (Cuba): You were asking

about the situation of women in our
countries. Cuba has achieved remarkable
results in terms of gender equality in the
last 60 years. Cuban women now play a
decisive role in Cuban society. We have
attained important rights like salary [parity], maternity leave for one year. And
now, sexual and reproduction rights and
abortion. There is a national action plan on
the advancement of women. But of course,
like everyone else, we face challenges,
even though 67 per cent of professionals in
Cuba are women, 82 per cent of teachers
and professors are women, 71 per cent of

health professionals, including 62 per cent
of doctors are women, 53 per cent of the
Cuban parliamentarians are women. [But]
we still have work to do. We need more
women in decision-making positions, not
just in the state and government entities,
but also in enterprises. We have cases of
women heading huge state enterprises,
but we need more women entrepreneurs
and there are still manifestations of discrimination, of violence against women
as a result of sexist stereotypes. We need
more training, more knowledge preparation about gender issues among decisionmakers and at the community level.
Michelle Cohen (Dominican Republic):

This is the combined effort and active
involvement of empowerment that leads
communities to make our nations thrive.
Even under the predominant male leadership, women are the largest group outside
government responsible for driving social
initiatives. In the case of Dominican Republic, we haven’t achieved numbers in
parliament, government and diplomacy.
We are 54 per cent of the population of
the country, but we still occupy less than
10 per cent of top cabinet positions. We’ve
not yet had a woman president, but we’ve
had three women vice-presidents, which
is a milestone for a country like ours. But
it’s a pity to say that 10 per cent in the senate are women, 25 per cent in the lower
chamber of Congress are women. So there
is a job to do. If we haven’t been able to
occupy those positions, it is because we
haven’t done all we have to do. Once
again, it’s about us supporting each other.
Maria Vass-Salazar (Hungary): I think we

have to think about how can we — with
all this experience and thoughts [on the
panel] — really make an impact? I’d like
to refer back to Hanne’s previous point
about the global aspect of challenges that
women and girls have. I think there is
good momentum as the world and the
largest international organizations are
focusing on post-COVID recovery and
there are major focuses on the economy
and there’s an incredible movement to
include the environment in the recovery,
but I think it’s equally important to put
this on the table, and very high on the
agenda in post-recovery. How [do we]
address the challenges that women have,
particularly in the education area? There
is good momentum for that and although
the challenges are bigger because of the
pandemic, there is an opportunity to
really make a difference without trying to
force any sort of ideas. The process is only
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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successful if it comes from within and
there’s ownership. I think the post-COVID
recovery effort could be a great way to
channel in these ideas in meaningful ways
to make a difference.
Romy Vasquez (Panama): I think all of the

comments are so important because we do
have these challenges. Evidently, we need
to work from within, promoting women
becoming leaders in their community, we
need more women in politics. We need
to educate everybody and we need to
educate women to participate in the community so they can become part of the
decision-making process. Women participating in order to generate public policies,
that is breaking the ceiling, too.
Souriya Otmani (Morocco): All the issues

[listed in the question] represent various forms of physical and psychological
violence against women. Violence against
women worries me a lot. It is something
unacceptable and any civilized and respectable society should fight against it.
Recent United Nations figures on violence
against women are alarming and in times
of lockdown, the numbers have been
multiplied by 10. Government and society
should work together to bring to an end

V I O L E NC E AGAI NS T
WO ME N W O R R I E S ME A
LOT. I T I S UNAC C E P TAB L E
AND ANY C I V I L I Z E D AND
RES P E C TAB L E S O C I E T Y
SHOULD FIGHT AGAINST IT.
REC E NT UNI T E D NAT I O NS
FIGUR E S O N V I O L E NC E
AGAI NS T W O ME N AR E
ALA R MI NG AND I N T I ME S
O F L O C K DO W N, T HE
NUMB E R S HAV E B E E N
MULT I P L I E D B Y 1 0 .

violence against women. It’s not an easy
task. All of us, on a daily basis, should
talk to our fathers, brothers, husbands
and sons and make them understand
that when violence is exerted, the whole
society is shaken and our family could be
broken. It’s really an issue of society and it
is vital. We should really do our utmost to
solve this issue and bring it to an end.
There are plenty of issues and challenges that women face every day. Regarding Morocco, I’m very proud about
what’s been achieved with respect to
women. Mohammed the VI really believes
in Moroccan women’s abilities. He’s a
promoter of women’s condition. In my
country, 25 years ago, having women in
diplomacy wasn’t thought about. Today,
Morocco is represented by 30 women ambassadors and consuls-general on a total
of 105 missions. It’s a good proportion and
those women are not only appointed ambassadors, but ambassadors in prestigious
countries, such as the United States. We
have a woman ambassador in Madrid and
Ottawa. I’m not saying everything is perfect. We still have to improve our efforts
in terms of diplomacy, education, health,
empowerment and we should work on
the patriarchal culture that is still prevailing. Moroccan women are strong. D
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Ex-pats helping children in their native Uganda
By Jimmy Sebulime

L
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AZBGC supports orphans, vulnerable children and emerging young leaders with education, health
care, skills training and sports and leisure programs in Uganda.

and outdoor sports courts open. When
these facilities are open, youth have access
to resources and a few young graduates
are able to work.
There are several exciting recent developments, including the installation of
a privacy fence at the Women’s Resource
Centre. The fence has enhanced safety
and security for the young women and
girls, and increased unity amongst them.
This newfound sense of unity has empowered the young women to start their own
basket-making business, catering-supply
rental and cake-baking business. They will
soon have a small non-electrical portable
washing machine inside the women’s
resource centre — the first washer in the
entire village, and it will generate employment for a number of youths.
Another initiative, in light of the pandemic, involved distributing food and
hygiene products to members of the club
and 86 households in the community.
The need for basic hygiene supplies such
as soap is great in the community due to
unemployment. 
AZBGC also purchased new cultural
dance costumes in the hopes members of
the club will be hired to perform at various
local functions. It has also stocked up the
community centre library, since most children remain out of school due to COVID.

The club also has a farm where it has
planted beans, corn, green bananas and
sweet potatoes as well as 300 trees to contribute to the fight against climate change. 
Finally, to encourage good health, the
club provides individual sports training
at its outdoor sports courts. The recent
training resulted in an invitation for eight
girls to try out for the Ugandan National
Basketball Team. In addition, there were
scouts from various local schools at the
tryout and it is AZBGC’s hope that a number of girls will make the team, and some
will earn sports and academic scholarships to schools that are outside their community. Sports have improved teamwork,
empowered girls and created remarkable
opportunities for many members of the
club.  
Education remains expensive for all
members of the club and the organization hopes to continue assisting students
with school fees, school supplies and accommodation for senior students so they
can complete their studies. To support
AZBGC’s education and sports programs,
contributions of any amount are welcome.
Donations can be made through azbgc.ca.
Jimmy Sebulime can be reached at azboysandgirlsclub@gmail.com or call (613)
290-6118. 
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT

AZBGC

ocated in the Ugandan village of
Kamengo, The Agnes Zabali Boys
and Girls Club is dedicated to helping children living in poverty remain in
school and have the opportunity to reach
their full potential. The mission of The
Agnes Zabali Boys and Girls Club (AZBGC), which partners with the Canada
Africa Community Health Alliance, is to
support orphans, vulnerable children and
emerging young leaders with education,
health care, skills training, capacity building, sports, leisure programs and projects
that provide employment to members of
the club. 
The organization is named after
founder Jimmy Sebulime’s mother, in her
memory. Agnes Zabali and her three sons
emigrated to Canada when Sebulime was
12. She continued to support families in
her native Uganda, and she was often
joined by Sebulime. In 2012, when the two
were returning to their village, they were
in a car accident that took her life. AZBGC
carries on her mission.
One of Zabali’s proudest accomplishments was the AZBGC community centre,
which was designed to provide a safe and
supportive place where every child and
adult is respected and valued in an environment of inclusion and acceptance. All
children and youth in the project learn the
value of hard work, honesty, fair play, a
positive attitude, co-operation and respect
for self and others. Children and youth
are the centre of everything AZBGC does.
By supporting education, basic health and
through field trips and recreational activities, it encourages and empowers young
people to develop healthy lifestyles, a
lifelong passion for learning, leadership
skills and a sense of social responsibility.
This support also reduces poverty and
inequalities. It is an organization with no
political or religious affiliations that serves
children of Kamengo regardless of their
ethnicity, race or religion.
COVID-19 has challenged AZBGC.
Young people in the project remain at
home without the ability to go to school
and are fearful, hungry and confused
due to the strict measures put in place to
prevent the spread of the virus. Nevertheless, AZBGC has been able to keep its
various facilities, such as the community
centre, library, women’s resource centre
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Puppy love from Honduran diplomats

ULLE BAUM

F

our years ago, Honduran Ambassador Sofia Cerrato and her two sons
decided to adopt a dog and what
followed was a long-time devotion to the
Ottawa-based Freedom Dog Rescue and
its work.
“When we decided to adopt a dog,
we started looking into rescue organizations and we ended up adopting two
little girls,” Cerrato says. “After that, we
decided to support any activities they
were doing.”
Alexandro, her younger son, started
volunteering on weekends for any activities Freedom Dog Rescue held, including
adoption drives and fundraisers, such as
photos-with-Santa events at Christmas.
“During the pandemic, everyone was
struggling for funding,” Cerrato says.
“They started asking on social media for
bottle donations, so we went out and collected bottles and I invited my colleagues
to help us all to collect some bottles, too,
and we were able to donate them all to
the Freedom Dog Rescue.”
They also raised some money for Ottawa’s Little Ray’s Nature Centre, the largest animal rescue in Canada, specialized
in reptiles over the years. Its website says
it also boasts an award-winning live travelling museum exhibit program, which it
tours for birthday parties and children’s
events in the region.
“We decided to organize a bottle
drive and we collected a lot of bottles for
them,” Cerrato says.
The family has continued to organize
bottle drives for Freedom Dog Rescue,
too. In addition, because the Ottawa
Diplomatic Association couldn’t do its
annual ball last year, Cerrato asked some
embassies that had contributed items for
the silent auction if she could pass them
on to the Freedom Dog Rescue for its silent auction fundraiser to rescue 100 dogs
from the Caribbean and bring them to
Canada. All said yes.
And, at the end of June, Cerrato was
organizing what might be the first of
many backyard “puppy yoga” fundraisers. Because of continuing COVID restrictions, they had to keep the group small,
but were still able to have some fun while
raising money for the rescue. D
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Honduran Ambassador Sofia Cerrato and her son, Alejandro, 16, have been raising money for
Freedom Dog Rescue.

Molly, left, is a 13-year-old Shih Tzu and Maltese mix, and Stella is a 10-year-old Shih Tzu. Stella has
been the family's long-time pet and they adopted Molly and Misty from Freedom Dog Rescue during

The black and white pup, Misty, is a 15-year-old Shih Tzu.
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By Darius Skusevicius

W

hat could a small European
country by the Baltic Sea and
a G7 country that’s more than
150 times larger and spans the Atlantic
and Pacific oceans possibly have in common? Plenty, as it turns out, with innovation being one.
But let’s start at the beginning. Lithuania and Canada have been close partners
for decades — this year will mark the 30th
anniversary of restored diplomatic relations between the two countries. We have
many bilateral cultural and political ties,
too, but for now, we’ll turn to trade, which
is relatively low, but diversified and constantly growing.
In 2020, the trade turnover with Canada reached $213.5 million, with total Lithuanian exports to Canada amounting to
$180.6 million, and imports from Canada
at $33 million. The CETA agreement has
opened new corridors for collaboration
and Lithuania is a strong contender to
become an entry point for Canadian companies to trade in the European Union.
The current bilateral trade landscape
does not reflect the existing potential
and possible future of bilateral economic
co-operation. Traditionally, Lithuanian
exports to Canada consist mainly of mineral fuels, oils and bituminous materials,
wood and products — primarily furniture
— timber, bedding and other fabrics,
while Canada exports ground vehicles,
airplanes, electrical machines and parts.
Untapped potential remains in the innovation sectors of fintech, ICT, cybersecurity, life sciences, defence technologies and
startup ecosystem development.
Lithuania is a reliable member of the
EU and part of the NATO and OECD family. In other words, Shakespeare’s to be
precise, it is “small but mighty.”
30

Electronics manufacturer Hella was attracted
to locate in Lithuania by the country's tax
incentives and fast-track incorporation program.

For the past several years, the country
has been ranked in the Top 10 on European and world indexes for ICT, fintech
and other innovative sectors. While the
population is comparatively small at three
million, the talent pool has been recognized by foreign companies establishing in
Lithuania and it offers the benefit of flexibility and fast adoption of innovations.
Lithuania is a recognized fintech hub
and among the most attractive jurisdictions in the EU. The Lithuanian fintech
sector grew by 45 per cent in 2018, with
230 fintech companies operating in the
country. Our regulatory environment and
the benefits it offers have been acknowledged by startups and world-class fintech
companies. A fast-track licensing program
by the Bank of Lithuania has attracted bigname players such as Revolut, Google and
TransferGo. The Bank of Lithuania offers
the fastest licensing processes in the EU
and additional supports for foreign companies, namely our Newcomer program,
Regulatory and Blockchain sandboxes,
RegTech and SupTech solutions.
Lithuania’s life sciences industry has
been skyrocketing over the past two decades and is now regarded as one of the
most advanced in Central and Eastern
Europe, registering 25-per-cent annual
growth within the biotechnology and

pharmaceutical research and production sector, with about 90 per cent of the
production being exported. Indeed, $923
million worth of goods were exported
in 2020. Life sciences constitute approximately two per cent of GDP, which is six
times more than the EU average, with a
goal to reach five per cent of GDP by 2030,
with investments from the government.
Lithuania is a perfect place to discover
state-of-the-art scientific infrastructure
and investor-ready startups in the Baltics.
The success of the Lithuanian biotechnology industry starts with the well-developed educational system involving
professional academic institutions and 16
open R&D centres. This year, Life Sciences
Baltics 2021 Digital Forum, the largest life
sciences event in the Baltic countries, will
take place in our capital of Vilnius, and
will bring together the brightest minds in
the field from across Europe and beyond
to put ideas into motion and turn connections into impactful projects.
Lithuania is also active in ensuring
an attractive bureaucratic environment
for foreign investors to establish in the
country. Newly adopted legislation — the
Green Corridor — offers significant tax
incentives and dramatically cuts red tape,
making it quicker and easier for international businesses to establish and grow
large-scale operations in Lithuania. The
new rules will reduce the administrative
burden on business and the number and
duration of required steps and will create favourable conditions for starting and
developing activities and attracting domestic and foreign large-scale investment
projects. For manufacturing companies,
a wide network of Free Economic Zones
provides tax incentives and fast-track incorporation. It’s a program that attracted
companies such as Hollister Incorporated,
Hella and Continental, among others.
In many cases, Lithuania should be
considered as the best entry point to the
EU market. With many opportunities
aligning with Canadian federal as well as
provincial interests, the opportunities for
collaboration are plentiful.
Darius Skusevicius is Lithuania’s ambassador to Canada. Reach him on LinkedIn,
by email at amb.ca@urm.lt or by phone
at (613) 567-5458.
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Kuwait: Turning to the private sector

By Reem Alkhaled

RAMY KHAIR

A

s a resource-rich country, Kuwait
is diligently looking into steering the economy towards more
private-sector activities, as well as exploiting other potential markets.
Kuwait relies almost solely on its energy sector, with oil being the main product of export. In 2018, the nation sold
approximately $79.2 billion worth of the
commodity, which accounted for almost
90 per cent of export revenues. In addition
to crude oil, exports include a number of
oil-related products, such as petrochemicals, as well as non-oil exports, including
manufactured fertilizers, ethylene products and re-exported goods.
Kuwait imports a significant percentage of products consumed by the local
population. In 2018, product imports
totalled around $34 billion, mainly comprised of industrial equipment, machinery
and capital equipment, durable and semidurable goods and pharmaceuticals.
In 2020, Canadian merchandise exports to Kuwait reached a value of $96.3
million, and imports from Kuwait stood
at $277,095. Canada’s top merchandise
exports to Kuwait included machinery,
cereals and motor vehicles, while imports
from Kuwait contained crude and refined
petroleum, fertilizers and food products.
One of Kuwait’s key objectives is to
position the country as a global centre
for the petrochemical industry. A Kuwaiti
Petroleum Corporation subsidiary, the
Kuwait Foreign Petroleum Exploration
Company (KUFPEC), invested in Canada
by acquiring 30 per cent of Chevron’s
working interest in the Kaybob Duvernay
shale formation in late 2014. The Kaybob
project is KUFPEC’s first onshore unconventional liquids-rich tight gas asset. This
project provides employment opportunidiplomat and international canada

In 2019, Kuwait exported $59.8 billion worth
of goods, making it the world’s 49th largest
exporter.

ties for qualified locals and has allowed
multiple secondment assignments to Kuwaiti nationals, enabling enhanced experience in shale development with tier-one
international operators in the areas of hydraulic fracturing, best practices and KPC
subsidiary collaboration. Moreover, the
Kaybob project has assisted KUFPEC with
establishing an unconventional centre of
excellence, which is recruiting world-class
staff, working with Canadian technology
partners and Canadian R&D. To date, 214
wells have been spudded [begun the drilling process], 199 wells completed and 190
have been tied into production.
Kuwait is looking for other ways to diversify its economy. It plans to formulate
a new energy strategy, combined with a
plan to foster economic diversification and
reduce fossil fuel dependency.
With foreign investment steadily increasing, the nation is ready for the opportunities that emerging markets in Canada
could bring. Our two countries have always shared good economic relations. In
2019, a Kuwait Canada Economic Forum
was held under the chairmanship of Kuwait’s finance minister, which fostered opportunities for investment and discussed
the government’s concrete steps towards
achieving its ambitions to boost privatesector investments in various areas.
The structural modifications made
to the market, alongside changes to the
legislative framework governing it, have
paved the way for foreign investment.

Kuwait currently has a free trade policy
under a free economic system where customs duties do not exceed 5 per cent for
most goods imported from outside the
customs union of the Gulf Co-operation
Council. More than 400 types of goods are
exempted from customs duties, mostly
foodstuffs.
While non-Kuwaitis can own shares
in Kuwaiti joint-stock companies, and
share in companies, under the Kuwaiti
investment rules, a foreign investor can
also establish Kuwaiti companies with a
foreign capital share of 100 per cent. And,
they can transfer the ownership of their
investment to another foreign or national
investor. Foreign investors have the right
to transfer their profits and capital abroad.
To create more sustainable opportunities
for investments, foreign investors can be
exempt from income tax and any other
taxes for up to 10 years and have full or
partial exemption from customs duties on
imports required by the project.
Kuwait is keen on creating a safe and
attractive environment for foreign investors and provides all the necessary incentives to facilitate the needs for successful
investment in line with the State of Kuwait’s 2035 Vision.
This vision, which stems from the leadership of Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, aims to transform the
nation into a regional, commercial and
financial hub. This ambitious plan intends to position the country as a centre
for trade and finance and would see its
economy, health care, infrastructure and
public administration become world-class
leaders of innovation and prosperity. It
will also seek advancements in education,
youth training and overall development
by bringing into focus the critical role of
scientific research and digitalization in
economic development and overall prosperity. Taking advantage of its balanced
international foreign policy, legislative system and distinguished strategic location,
Vision 2035 will chart a path of progress
and prosperity that will benefit Canadians, foreign investors and Kuwaitis alike.
Reem Alkhaled is Kuwait’s ambassador
to Canada. Reach her by phone at 613780-9999 and by email at
ambassadoroffice@kuwaitembassy.ca.
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Finland and Canada: Few barriers to trade

By Roy Eriksson

F
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Forestry is Finland’s most important sector. Ponsse Oyj is a company based in Finland that
manufactures forestry vehicles and machinery.

as well as modest amounts of paper. After
the Second World War, we were a major
paper exporter and Canada was one of
our strongest competitors. Today, the importance of exporting printing paper has
declined in both countries, as the demand
is declining due to digitalization. The forest industry has had to reinvent itself and
through research and development, it has
come up with new products that can also
help fight climate change. There are already new products based on wood material, including plastics, composites, liquid
fuel, nano cellulose, lignin, medicines and
textile fibres.
More than 83 per cent of all renewable
energy sources in Finland are wood-based,
using the side streams in lumber production, as well as byproducts of chemical
processes in pulp production. Canada
is looking into how to introduce similar
customs in its forest industry and thus
getting more renewable energy from this
industry. As Finland is one of the leading
countries in sustainable forestry, there is
an exchange of knowledge also in this
field with Canada. If this could help in
preventing large forest fires in Canada,
this would have an immense effect on carbon emissions, as these forest fires release
more carbon than all cars on Canada’s
roads combined.
The common fight against climate
change plays a big role in our bilateral

relations with Canada. The Finnish
Embassy is looking into co-operation
in fields that could cut emissions or enhance the effective use of energy and
resources. A good example of this is the
above-mentioned co-operation in the
forestry sector. This also ties in nicely
with the themes of bio-circular economy,
where both countries are looking for sustainable solutions.
A new and exciting opportunity for
co-operation is battery technology and
minerals. Canada aims to become a leader
in the production of electric vehicles and
batteries in the medium term. Finland has
decided to become a leader in Europe in
battery technology — from lithium production to battery recycling. After initial
contacts, I hope this will develop into
fruitful partnerships between enterprises
on both sides of the Atlantic.
Trading between Finland and Canada
falls under the Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement (CETA) between
the EU and Canada. Most goods have low
tariffs or are tariff-free, so, from a trading
perspective, there are very low barriers.
The EU and Finland offer ample opportunities for Canada to diversify its trading
partners.
Roy Eriksson is Finland’s ambassador to
Canada. Email embassy.ott@formin.fi to
reach him or call (613) 288-2233.
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inland and Canada are similar
countries in many respects. We have
cold winters and share the same values, such as gender equality, democracy
and human rights, and are passionate
about ice hockey. Finland and Canada see
climate change as one of the most pressing issues to tackle. The climate is warming twice as fast in the North and that is
why Finland has a goal of being carbon
neutral by 2035 and being an example for
others to follow.
Finland and Canada have had relations
for more than 100 years through migration, but official relations were established
much later. In fact, next year we will celebrate the 75th anniversary of official diplomatic relations between our countries. Our
trade has developed favourably and now
it’s almost in balance. According to Finnish statistics, in 2020, Finland sent $803.7
million worth of goods to Canada, and
imported $797.2 million worth of goods
from Canada. The three biggest categories
in our exports to Canada were machinery,
electronic equipment and pharmaceutical products. Likewise, the three biggest
import categories from Canada were ore
and scrap metal, motor vehicles, coal and
coke. Finland has an advantage in selling
equipment and machinery to Canada, as
our products are designed to function in
wintery conditions — an important selling
point for the Canadian buyer.
Finland is the most forested country in
Europe, with three quarters of its surface
covered by forests. The forestry sector
has been the most important industry in
Finnish economic history. It started with
tar that was used in sailing boats from
the medieval times onwards to keep the
vessels watertight. In the 19th Century,
we started to produce lumber and pulp,

diplomat and international canada
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This iconic view of Jerusalem was the site of some of the
fighting between Israelis and Palestinians in May, some
of which was facilitated by Iran supplying the Palestinians
with arms. The Al-Aqsa Mosque, shown here, is
considered to be the third holiest site in Islam and behind
it is The Dome of the Rock, another sacred Muslim site.

Iran’s starring
role in the
May 2021
conflict
Arming Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad essentially gave Iran
a proxy war with Israel. It’s not over yet.
By Joe Varner

ANDREW SHIVA

T

he very recent fighting between Israel and the terrorist organizations Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) — both banned
in Canada as foreign terrorist entities — is not about age-old
grievances between Israel and Palestinians. It is about Iran.
During Quds celebrations last year, according to the Associated Press,
Iran’s supreme leader Ali Khamenei called Israel a “cancerous tumour”
that “will undoubtedly be uprooted and destroyed.” In January 2021,
Iranian lawmakers drafted legislation that would obligate the Iranian
government to initiate steps for the “destruction” of Israel by 2040. Ali
Shirazi, Khamenei’s representative in the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps’ (IRGC) Sar-Allah Headquarters in Tehran, on Quds Day in May,
warned that the IRGC was fully ready to act: “If Israel pursues adventurism, we can destroy the forged regime in [fewer] than 24 hours.”
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He stressed that Iran had the missile capability to reach Israel. Shirazi went on
to promise that young Iranians would
one day “witness a world without Israel.”
The recent fighting between Israel and
the Gaza terrorist factions is about Iran
wanting hegemony over the Middle East.
It is about pushing the U.S. from the region and destroying Israel through Iran’s
proxies. In this case, it is Hamas and the
PIJ [Palestinian Islamic Jihad] that Tehran
funds, trains, equips and directs.
For Iran, this is also a chance to split
Israel from its new-found Arab friends in
the Abraham Accords — UAE, Bahrain,
Sudan, Morocco and Oman — that have
essentially formed a coalition against
Iran. The problem for Iran is that many
of these Arab countries, including Saudi
Arabia, hate and have outlawed the Mus-

more cash. Iran is likely a year and mere
months away from producing nuclear
weapons for delivery from its ballistic
missiles.
The Iranian regime may have had reason to believe, based on diplomatic negotiations with the Biden administration, that
the flare-up in violence with Israel might
be overlooked. The Biden administration,
after promising to consult with allies, ignored Israeli and other regional partners’
concerns and entered new negotiations
with Iran about its nuclear program to
reinvigorate the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) that former U.S.
president Barack Obama struck in 2015
and Donald Trump killed in 2018. Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani’s spokesman
cautioned that the new nuclear deal,
even if agreed to by state representa-

the Yemeni Civil War and then delisted the
Houthis as a terrorist organization.
Offering Iran sanction concessions

The Biden administration has given as
much as $200 million to the Palestinian
Authority (PA), and a new Iran nuclear
deal would remove sanctions, giving
Iran tens of billions of dollars to spend
on international terrorism. The Obama
administration eased sanctions in its 2015
nuclear deal with Tehran, only to witness
well-armed, trained, funded and motivated Iranian proxy militias pop up across

Iranian Air Force F-14A Tomcats fly in formation. Iranian officials have stressed that their country
has the missile capability to reach Israel.

lim Brotherhood and Hamas found its
origins in the Muslim Brotherhood. While
Arab countries support the Palestinian
people and Palestinian Authority, they
are prepared to turn a blind eye to Israel,
degrading a strong point of the Muslim
Brotherhood in Hamas and a major client
of Shia Iran. Tehran also wants to push
U.S. President Joe Biden for a new nuclear
deal, an easing or end of sanctions and
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tives, would still have to be approved by
“higher-up” in Tehran, giving Khamenei
the ultimate veto. Not surprisingly, Iran
has admitted it has already surpassed the
limits on its nuclear program set by the
JCPOA and several areas of cheating have
been reported by a variety of international
sources. The Biden administration removed support from Saudi Arabia’s fight
with the Iranian proxy Houthi militia in

the region. It has been reported that the
Biden administration has offered Tehran
even more money and concessions on
1,000 sanctions outside the nuclear realm,
including the ransom of U.S. citizens held
by Iran. American Democrats have seized
upon Palestinian and Arab propaganda
and now possess large vocal pro-Arab,
pro-Palestinian and even pro-Iran lobbies
that threaten to splinter party unity, forcing Biden to take a more measured tone
than previous U.S. presidents. Finally,
there is evidence that the Iranian leadership views the new Biden administration,
and Turkish condemnation of Israel, along
with Russia and China and Iran growing
in power, as evidence that time is shifting
against Israel and that it is losing Western
support.
Iran wages war through proxy militias
throughout the region and through rocket
and drone attacks, so it has plausible
deniability, in an attempt to avoid all-out
war. Hamas was formed in the 1980s
as a Palestinian branch of the Muslim
Brotherhood with the goal of destroying
Israel. In 2006, Hamas won the absolute
majority in Gaza’s general elections and,
in 2007, it seized Gaza by force of arms
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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Navy members of the IRGC commandos take
part in exercises in the Persian Gulf’s Strait of
Hormuz.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

The Biden administration, after promising to consult with allies, ignored Israeli and other regional partners’ concerns and entered new negotiations
with Iran about its nuclear program. Shown here is U.S. President Joe Biden in conversation with then-Israeli president Benjamin Netanyahu, during
which Biden reaffirmed his strong support for Israel’s right to defend itself against rocket attacks from Hamas.

in a coup. Since then, the West Bank has
been controlled by the moderate Fatah
Party of the old Palestine Liberation Organization under Mahmoud Abbas and the
Palestinian Authority, while Gaza has remained under Hamas control. Palestinian
elections were supposed to take place in
2009, but due to the prospect of a Hamas
win, Abbas has steadfastly refused to call
elections, with the result that both groups
have been in power in their own fiefdoms
without democratic elections for 16 years.
According to the International Institute for
Strategic Studies (IISS) respected Military
Balance, Hamas is estimated to be between
15,000 and 20,000 strong with one commando unit, 27 battalions and 100 companies of paramilitary troops. It should be
noted that Hamas has anti-tank and antiaircraft missiles, largely of Russian origin,
and a variety of light and heavy arms,
in addition to Iranian-designed Fajr-5
ground-to-ground rockets and Shehab kamikaze drones. The Shehab drones closely
resemble the Iranian Ababil drones, which
diplomat and international canada

IN 2008, HAM AS
A NNOUNCED THAT IT
WOULD ONLY STRIKE
ISRAELI M ILITARY
TARGETS. THE LAST
T IM E THE TERRORIST
ENTITY WENT TO
WAR WITH ISRAEL
WAS IN 2014 WHEN
IT LAUNCHED 4,000
R OCKETS IN A M ONTH
AT THE JEWISH STATE.

have also been sent to the Houthi militia
in Yemen.
Palestinian Islamic Jihad is based out
of Damascus and was formed in 1981
with the goal of destroying the Jewish
state. Like Hamas and six other Palestinian terrorist factions operating in Gaza,
it is opposed to the 1993 and 1995 Oslo
Accords and a two-state solution. PIJ has
approximately 8,000 lightly armed troops,
but it is armed with rockets designed
and/or provided by Iran. Unlike Hamas,
it offers no humanitarian aid to the Gaza
population, nor does it engage in any form
of diplomacy.
In 2008, Hamas announced that it
would only strike Israeli military targets.
The last time the terrorist entity went
to war with Israel was in 2014 when it
launched 4,000 rockets in a month at the
Jewish state. Meanwhile, in 2018, PIJ fired
800 rockets at Israel and, in 2019, it fired
another 600 while Hamas generally stayed
clear of the fighting.
This time, there have been more than
37

4,360 rockets launched in a week at Israeli
civilian targets by PIJ and Hamas at an
estimated cost of $175 million to Hamas.
In some cases, Hamas and PIJ fired rockets
in salvos of 72 or more in just minutes.
According to the Gatestone Institute, an
official with the PIJ reportedly said, “the
rockets we use to pound Tel Aviv, our
weapons, and our food are provided by
Iran.” Iranian news media reported that
Brig.-Gen. Esmail Ghaani, commander of
Iran’s IRGC-Quds Force, spoke by phone
with Ismael Haniyeh, chairman of Hamas’
political bureau, to discuss developments
38

IR A N HAS PROXY
MILITIAS IN GAZA,
LEB A NON, SYRIA AND
Y E MEN TO BRACKET
ISR A E L WITH ROCKET
FIR E , AND THEY ARE
P R EPARED TO DO IT.

amid its conflict with Israel. Iran’s IRCG
has warned that the Houthis in Yemen,
another proxy militia, may soon have missiles with the range to strike Israel. IRGC
Aerospace Forces Commander Brig.-Gen.
Amir Ali Hajizadeh warned: “Don’t be
surprised if you hear in a near future that
Yemen acquires missiles that can target the
Zionist regime.” Iran has proxy militias
in Gaza, Lebanon, Syria and Yemen to
bracket Israel with rocket fire, and they
are prepared to do it. The Lebanese daily
Al-Akhbar reported that Iran, Hezbollah
and Hamas had set up a joint command
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and then-Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu delivered statements to the press at the Prime Minister’s
Office in Jerusalem, May 25, 2021.
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headquarters for the fighting. Iran used a
drone flown from a base in neighbouring
Syria to attack Israel in 2018, and Hezbollah was directed by Tehran to send a
“killer drone” team to an area near the
Golan in 2019, with both attacks failing to
reach their targets.
Meanwhile, according to the International Institute for Strategic Studies’ Military Balance 2021, the Israeli Defence Force
(IDF), despite still relying on national service conscripts, is one of the best-trained,
led, equipped, motivated, funded and
strategically and operationally innovative
militaries in the world. The regular Israeli
military, including conscripts, is 169,500
troops strong and has 465,000 reservists
to call upon in times of crisis. It is said to
possess a robust, but modest, nuclear force
that can be deployed by land, sea and air
forces. The IDF is without a regional peer
and is geared to operations in and near
Israel’s borders within the Middle East
and to counter asymmetric military threats

with its military forces. It has a decided
advantage in precision-strike and missiledefence capabilities.
Palestinians’ David to Israel’s Goliath

Israeli military superiority has led to the
‘David versus Goliath’ comparisons with
its Palestinian adversaries, once said to
use rocks, small arms and suicide bombs
in backpacks and vests. Today, the David
versus Goliath myth of Hamas activists
throwing stones at Israeli soldiers armed
with tanks still exists in the minds of those
with notions of anti-Semitism, oblivious to
the fact that Palestinian terror groups are
now armed with Iranian designed-rockets,
suicide drones and Russian air defence
systems and anti-tank rockets. Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards said in a statement:
“The intifada [Palestinian uprising] has
gone from using stones to powerful, precise missiles ... and, in the future, the Zionists [Israel] can expect to endure deadly
blows from within the occupied territories.” Hamas has shown the capabilities of

its multiple launch rocket systems during
the fighting, and its new unmanned submarines and naval suicide squads.
The most recent Gaza violence was

Ismail Abdel Salam Ahmed Haniyeh is a senior
political leader of Hamas.
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Esmail Qaani is a brigadier general of the IRGC.

On Quds Day in May — pictured here — Ali Shirazi, Ali Khamenei’s representative in the IRGC
headquarters in Tehran, warned that the IRGC was fully ready to act.
diplomat and international canada

initiated on May 10, 2021, by Israeli police
raids on the al-Aqsa Mosque compound
and clashes with Palestinians during the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan. Stalemate in negotiations between Israel and
the Palestinian Authority on Jewish settlements, the return of Palestinian refugees,
evictions of Palestinians from disputed
areas, the status of East Jerusalem and the
Temple Mount are decades-old problems
that provide tinder for the fighting, but
have not ignited into war in a long time.
Even when former U.S. president Donald
Trump announced the move of the U.S.
Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem,
strengthening Israel’s claim to the entire
city as its capital, there were not salvos of
rockets fired at Israeli cities. Palestinians
and Israelis want to live in peace. On May
17, Iran’s Khamenei said that “liberating
Palestine” is the “No. 1 goal of the Islamic
ummah [religious group],” warning that
even a new “nuclear deal” will not end the
clash of civilizations in the Middle East.
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the Palestinian Authority, thanked Iran
for providing weapons to attack Israel. It
was later reported that Tehran had sent
an armed drone from either Syria or Iraq
to attack Israel, but it was shot down by
Israeli defences near Beit She’an.
Israelis warn civilians

Israel has made every effort to a avoid
civilian casualties, even as it increasingly
stands accused of being reckless and

overly aggressive in prosecuting war
against its terrorist enemies and critiqued
on the proportionality of Palestinians
killed and wounded compared to the
number of Israelis killed and wounded
in the fighting. Hamas and PIJ violate
the rules of war by hiding their military
facilities among civilians, hoping to avoid
attack. IDF has done all it could to ensure
minimum loss of civilian life by selecting
targets where the lowest levels of civil-

This bus and car were hit by rockets in Holon, a central coastal industrial city in Israel, during the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians in May.
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According to Palestinian and Israeli
sources, Brig.-Gen. Esmail Qaani, commander of the IGRC Quds Force, sent a
letter to Mohammed Deif, the supreme
commander of Hamas’s military wing and
pledged that Tehran would not abandon
the Palestinians. As well, in May, IGRC
Maj. Gen. Hossein Salami pledged Iran’s
unwavering support for the Palestinians.
In a TV statement, Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas
leader and a former prime minister of
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ians would be harmed. It has made radio
broadcasts in Arabic, sent SMS messages
and even phoned civilians inside the strip
to warn them of impending strikes, a fact
confirmed by interviews between Gazan
civilians and the Associated Press. The
Israelis drop a non-explosive device on the
roof of targets as a warning 15 minutes before they launch a strike against the building, to warn people to evacuate. Gaza is
a territory under the control of Hamas,
which has created a terrorist pseudo-state
much like ISIS, and one that has engaged
in the ethnic cleansing of Gazan Christians. Hamas has funds to build huge
underground tunnel networks, but does
nothing to protect the civilian population
in Gaza because it needs to be able to hide
military facilities among civilians.
In fact, at least 680 Hamas-fired rockets
came down in Gaza, causing civilian ca-

AT L E A S T 6 8 0 H A MA SF I R E D R O C K E T S C A ME
D O W N IN G A Z A ,
C A U S I N G C IV ILIA N

Israeli police patrol the streets of Lod in the central district of Israel during the conflict in May.

C A S U A LT IE S A MO N G
PA L E S T I NIA N S WH ILE
I S R A E L’ S D E FE N C E
S YS T E M WA S 90 PE R
C E N T S U CC E SSFU L IN
D E F E N D IN G ISR A E LI

ISRAEL POLICE

TA R G ET S.
sualties among Palestinians while Israel's
defence system was 90 per cent successful
in defending Israeli targets.
Canadians will have read and heard
much about a building housing AP and
Al Jazeera being destroyed by Israeli fire,
but likely will not have heard that they
were co-located, again, with Hamas’s offices. The fact of Hamas presence in the
media building attack was confirmed by
intelligence provided to the U.S. by Israel
and members of the former Obama administration familiar with the facility. It
later emerged that the target was home to
Hamas military research offices attempting to find a way of defeating Israel’s critidiplomat and international canada

Riots occurred in the city of Lod, a suburb of Tel Aviv that is home to Jews and Arabs.
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Hatzor Israeli Air Force Base: A ceasefire took hold on May 21 after 11 days of fighting and with U.S. intervention and and support from the United
Nations, Egypt and Qatar to the then-Netanyahu government in Tel Aviv.
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FO R HAM AS AND
PIJ, THIS IS AN
OP PORTUNITY TO
O U TM ANOEUVRE
TH E PALESTINIAN
A U THORITY AND
TH E OLD PALESTINE
L IBERATION
O R GANIZATION.

12 civilians and 1 soldier killed and at least
100 wounded in the battle with Hamas
and Palestinian Islamic Jihad. The Israeli
military attacked and destroyed Hamas’s
extensive metro tunnel network in Gaza,
its rocket factories, weapons laboratories,
storage facilities, suicide submarines, suicide squads and anti-tank missiles, and
killed more than 200 militants, including
25 senior figures in Hamas and PIJ.
Israelis exploiting Hamas

We now have a ceasefire under which
Hamas and PIJ have stopped firing rockets at Israeli cities, and Israel has halted
its counter-attacks. This is very simple.
But that is not what Tehran wants in the
long run because the Iranian leadership
believes time is on its side. Hamas and
PIJ are very happy to act on Iran’s behalf
as that is what they are paid, trained
and armed to do. Samir Ghattas, former
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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cal Iron Dome system. According to the
Arab Weekly and ABC News, the elites of
Hamas live abroad in four- and five-star
hotels with their families to avoid Israeli
attack and suffering experienced by the
rest of the residents of Gaza.
For Hamas and PIJ, this is an opportunity to outmanoeuvre the Palestinian
Authority and the old Palestine Liberation Organization, headed by Mahmoud
Abbas, who has been in power without
democratic election since 2009. A ceasefire took hold on May 21, after 11 days of
fighting and with U.S. intervention and
support from the UN, Egypt and Qatar
to the then-Netanyahu government in Tel
Aviv and even then, after agreeing to the
ceasefire terms, Hamas fired one more
salvo at Israeli cities. Reuters reported 143
Palestinian civilians killed in the fighting,
including 65 children. A total of 1,900 were
wounded and 90,000 displaced. Israel saw
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International Quds Day is an annual event held on the last Friday of Ramadan and initiated by Iran in 1979 to express support for the Palestinians and
oppose Zionism and Israel.

Egyptian parliamentarian and head of the
Egyptian Middle East Forum for Strategic
Studies, said, “Iran exploited Hamas and
the Islamic Jihad for its own benefit only,
and if it wanted the interest of the Palestinians, it would have contributed to the
reconstruction of the Gaza Strip.... Tehran
has not contributed or made donations for
humanitarian or reconstruction projects
in Gaza....” Arab journalist and media
commentator Amjad Taha said, “the
Hamas militias in the Gaza Strip belong
to Iran. What these militias recently did
was serve Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
Corps.” Meanwhile, Tehran goes about
its determined way to destroy a Western
liberal democracy in Israel and to settle accounts with its Arab Sunni neighbours for
the greater glory of a new Persian Empire
and the triumph of the Shia sect over the
dominant Sunni branch of Islam.
Wars, insurgencies and terrorism
diplomat and international canada

are ended through political means, not
through the barrel of a gun, not through
rocket attacks or precision air strikes. This
ceasefire represents a temporary break.
Hamas and PIJ had an estimated 15,000
rockets before this bout of fighting. Hezbollah could rain 8,000 rockets a day down
on the Jewish state. This spring, Iran displayed a new domestically developed and
produced combat drone called the “Gaza”
that it said had a range of 2,000 kilometres.
According to Iranian authorities, the new
drone could fly for 35 hours and carry 13
bombs and 500 kilograms of electronics
equipment. It is an ominous warning of
things to come and a political solution
looks all but impossible now and in the
distant future. Ultimate power in Iran
rests with Khamenei and the Iranian president serves at his pleasure and direction.
Iran’s new president-elect, Ebrahim Raisi,
— nicknamed “the butcher of Tehran” —

is the Islamic Republic’s hardline chief of
the judiciary and as such chief executioner
known for mass murders of his own
people. For his part, Israel’s new prime
minister, Naftali Bennett, warned in June
that Raisi’s election heralded the birth of a
“regime of brutal hangmen.” Bennett went
on to further caution that Raisi’s election
was “the last chance for the world powers
to wake up before returning to the nuclear
agreement and to understand who they’re
doing business with. These guys are murderers, mass murderers: a regime of brutal
hangmen must never be allowed to have
weapons of mass destruction that will enable it to not kill thousands, but millions.”
Joe Varner is the author of Canada’s AsiaPacific Security Dilemma, a former director of policy to the minister of national
defence and an adjunct scholar at West
Point’s Modern War Institute. 
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China’s options to seize Taiwan

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s legacy goal is to make Taiwan part of China again. Joe Varner reviews
the methods it might use.

T

here is much in the news lately
about an increase in tensions between China and Taiwan. Beijing
sees Taiwan as a renegade province that
must be reunited with the mainland.
This has been a cornerstone of Chinese
national security policy since Mao’s Communist Party’s victory over the Nationalist forces of Chiang Kai-Shek in 1949 and
their subsequent withdrawal to the Island
of Formosa, now Taiwan.
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The change in China’s tone toward
Taiwan comes as no surprise. In July
2019, China published its latest defence
white paper, National Defence in the New
Era, outlining its strategic guidance for
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in
what China termed a “new era.” In the
document, China used unprecedented
language not seen in previous defence
white papers, warning that, “to solve the
Taiwan question and achieve complete

reunification of the country is in the fundamental interests of the Chinese nation
and essential to realizing national rejuvenation. China adheres to the principles of
‘peaceful reunification,‘ and ‘one country,
two systems,’ promotes peaceful development of cross-Strait relations and advances
peaceful reunification of the country.
China has the firm resolve and the ability to safeguard national sovereignty and
territorial integrity and will never allow
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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In a recent white paper offering guidance for the People’s Liberation Army, China warned that, “to solve the Taiwan question and achieve complete
reunification of the country is in the fundamental interests of the Chinese nation and essential to realizing national rejuvenation.”
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the secession of any part of its territory by
anyone, any organization, or any political
party by any means at any time. We make
no promise to renounce the use of force
and reserve the option of taking all necessary measures.”
In terms of its vital national security interests, Beijing warned in the same paper
that, “China reserves the right to defend
its overseas bases and interests and will
not rule out being the first to use force to
do so.”
The reunification of Taiwan and all socalled lost territories with the mainland
has become the political legacy piece of
Chinese President Xi Jinping. He called for
reunification with Taiwan to begin in 2020
and to be completed no later than 2050. In
January 2021, Xi ordered that the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) move to “fulltime combat readiness” and that it must
be ready to “act at any second. ” Later in
January, Wu Qian, spokesman of China’s
ministry of national defence, warned that
“Taiwan independence” means war. In
March 2021, the People’s Daily reported
that Xi warned: “We should persist in
using combat to guide our work; step up
preparations for war ... as well as developing a top-level strategic deterrent and
joint forces combat system” in response to
fears of Taiwanese independence. Chinese
nationalism and public support for merger
appears at an all-time high, hyped by the
Chinese Communist Party and its staterun media.
Meanwhile, Taiwan’s Kuomintang
(KMT), or the Republic of China’s Nationalist Party, still maintains a hollow and
unrealistic claim to the Chinese mainland.
While governing President Tsai Ing-wen
and her Democratic Progressive Party
won a landslide victory during elections
in January 2020 based on a platform of
standing up to China and what amounted
to independence, public opinion in Taiwan has largely been consistent since
2000 in supporting the status quo or
independence. In 2020, a report by The
Jamestown Foundation examined public
opinion in Taiwan on reunification and independence. The report showed that more
than 77 per cent of Taiwanese favoured
independence under peaceful conditions,
while 60 per cent support independence
in the face of a Chinese attack. Support
for reunification under ideal conditions
was in decline while most Taiwanese supported the status quo, meaning a political
solution on Beijing’s terms is unlikely.
Former U.S. president Donald Trump’s
pushback at Beijing over what the American administration viewed as China’s
diplomat and international canada

aggressive behaviour in the region and
bellicose statements aimed at its neighbours, while at the same time seeking
closer ties with Taiwan, inflamed an
already raw situation. China’s failure to
deal with the early stages of the COVID-19

the “One China” policy to the limit in Beijing’s mind.
If we take the Chinese government at
its word, what are Beijing’s strategic options for the seizure of and reunification
with Taiwan? At present, Xi has three op-

Writer Joe Varner sees three options for the mainland to impose its will on Taiwan. They include, but
aren’t limited to, a nuclear, a conventional and an unconventional or hybrid approach.

pandemic, thus putting the world at risk
of a public health crisis, seemingly eroded
much of Beijing’s soft-power influence. It
also increased support and sympathy for
Taiwan, which successfully fought off the
first wave of the virus in a particularly
admirable manner. China reacted with
surprise and considerable frustration to
the Biden administration’s furthering of
the Trump policy toward China’s activities in the Indo-Pacific region, the South
China Sea and Taiwan. American weapon
sales to Taipei, high-level exchanges at
the diplomatic level, increased bilateral
trade and co-operation with the U.S. and
pushes to increase Taiwan’s presence in
international organizations, have tested

tions to impose the mainland’s will. They
include, but are not limited to, a nuclear,
a conventional and an unconventional or
hybrid approach to its central strategic
challenge.
Nuclear option

The most unlikely option would involve
a Chinese nuclear strike, in some form, to
conquer Taiwan, but this strategy presents
high risk and potentially very high cost to
Taiwan, China and others, including the
U.S. China has a declared policy of “no
first use” of nuclear weapons that might
be tested in an all-out war with Taiwan.
China possesses air, sea and land-based
rocket forces to subdue Taiwan in the
45
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Beijing now has the world’s largest navy of 250,000 sailors and 355 warships that it can focus on Taiwan should it choose to do so, but it is important to
note that half its tonnage is in smaller ships.
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being able to threaten U.S. bases and allies in the region with theatre-level forces
while using its strategic nuclear forces to
hold American cities hostage. But a Chinese nuclear strike on the island nation
might escalate into a nuclear showdown
with the U.S. and its British and French
allies, and this is something that may give
Beijing pause in time of war with Taipei.
As well, Beijing does not possess ballistic
missile early warning radar or satellite
systems, leaving it blind to a potential
nuclear counter strike until it is too late.
China could employ a lower risk nuclear
strategy with a nuclear warning shot at
Taiwan in the form of detonating a nuclear
device over Taiwan, causing an Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP) attack that would
shut down unprotected infrastructure and
defences on the island, leaving it vulnerable to follow-on attack. EMP plays a role
in numerous Chinese doctrinal documents
geared to surprise attack in war. Similarly,
Beijing could float nuclear weapons into
Taiwan’s major port cities on commercial
ships and hold the country hostage in an
attempt to force a surrender in a form of

hybrid warfare, but both limited nuclearfocused strategies carry huge risk of escalating into a nuclear confrontation with
the U.S., something Beijing wants to avoid
at this point.
Conventional option

Second, China has the world’s largest
military machine of more than two million troops that might be turned on Taipei
at any time and with little warning. But
China continues to suffer from doctrinal
and organizational problems that hamper
its effectiveness. The People’s Liberation
Army has also not seen real combat since
its border war with Vietnam in 1979 and
skirmishes with India in the Himalayas.
The PLA has an increasingly modern
military, featuring strategic nuclear and
conventional rockets and ground, sea and
air forces. The Chinese Communist Party
has an army of 975,000 troops to call on
in defence of Chinese interests, with huge
potential reserves and substantial paramilitary forces numbering about 660,000.
Beijing now has the world’s largest navy
of 250,000 sailors and 355 warships that
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event of a military conflict that spins out
of control. A nuclear strike in Taiwan
with its major cities and high population
density would be horrific, to say the least,
and may very likely negate any Chinese
military gains.
According to the International Institute
of Strategic Studies’ Military Balance 2021,
China’s Eastern Theatre Command maintains Rocket Base 61 with seven missile
brigades, two of which are armed with
nuclear-tipped, road-mobile, mediumrange ballistic missiles (MRBMs), while
the other five brigades are made up of
small dual-capable, short-range ballistic
missiles (SRBMs), and MRBMs. There are
also reports that with its hypersonic glide
vehicle that flies at an estimated Mach 5
to its target, China has deployed dual-capable MRBMs to the region. Taiwan does
not possess nuclear weapons, although
it has some short-range and cruise missiles that could play havoc with Chinese
coastal cities in war and, instead, relies on
the United States for nuclear deterrence of
Beijing.
Chinese nuclear strategy hinges on
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are well trained and exercised regularly.
The army is 88,000 strong and generally
well-equipped to defend the main island
from attack. Taipei’s navy has 40,000
regular and 67,000 reserve sailors and an
aging fleet of 4 submarines, 26 destroyers, 22 frigates, 44 coastal defence fast
attack craft and 10,000 marines. The air

The Taiwanese military is geared to defend
Taiwan and its offshore possessions until the
U.S. and allied naval and military forces arrive to
relieve the pressure of a Chinese assault.

U.S. CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY / XUANSHISHENG

China has the world’s largest military machine of more than two million troops that might be turned
on Taiwan at any time and with little warning.

it can focus on Taiwan should it choose to
do so, but it is important to note that half
its tonnage is in smaller ships. Its air force
is 395,000 strong with a fleet of older and
newer Russian-designed bombers, fighter
and ground attack aircraft, with newer
combat aircraft mixed in.
Currently, Beijing has 25,000 marines
and 50,000 to 60,000 mechanized infantry,
trained for amphibious warfare. It also
has 27 special operations and 2 air assault
brigades for operations against Taiwan
in an invasion scenario. The island is
only about 140 miles from China’s coast
at its widest point and 81 miles from the
mainland at its narrowest point. The PLA
navy has 4 modern amphibious dock vessels, and 2 amphibious helicopter assault
ships, supported by 50 older and smaller
ships. The navy, to support amphibious
operations against Taiwan, has 2 aircraft
carriers, 1 cruiser, 32 destroyers, 49 frigdiplomat and international canada

ates and about 125 smaller corvettes and
missile craft of various capabilities. The
2 operational aircraft carriers are of modest capability with a larger third under
construction, but the surface combatants
are peers or near peers to their Western
counterparts. China can amass as many as
500 different types of MRBMs, SRBMs and
ground launched cruise missiles (GLCM)
against the island nation. Forces set aside
for a Taiwan operation would likely include three regiments of strategic bombers, fighter bomber and ground attack
aircraft brigades and combat aircraft. Two
brigades have the most advanced Chinese
variants and one brigade has the J-20A
Chinese stealth fighter, likely roughly
equivalent to the US F-22 Raptor.
To defend against this sizable force,
on paper, Taiwan and its 100 offshore
islands have a 163,000-person regular
military with 1.6 million reservists that

force has 35,000 regular air crew backed
up by 90,000 reservists, with 3 squadrons
of French Mirage 2000 fighter aircraft
and 6 squadrons of American-upgraded
frontline F-16 fighter aircraft as well as approximately 8 squadrons of older fighter
planes. Taiwan has a large stock of air defence, anti-tank and conventional-tipped
GLCM.
The Taiwanese military is geared to defend Taiwan and its offshore possessions
until the U.S. and allied naval and military
forces arrive to relieve the pressure of a
Chinese assault. While Chinese capabilities on paper appear overwhelming and
are growing in strength and capability,
they do not ensure victory on the ground
in Taiwan. While China has no allies,
the U.S. has a great deal of dependable,
well-trained, well-equipped and well-led
allies such as Japan that would complicate
Chinese ambitions for forced reunification
with Taipei, should these allies be willing
to intervene in a desperate fight. Taiwan
is as important to Japanese security and
interests in the Indo-Pacific as Japan is to
U.S. interests and security in the region.
In preparation for an attack on Taiwan,
Beijing would unleash cyberattacks geared
to threaten and disrupt Taipei’s financial
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system and power grid. In a first round
of attacks, Taiwanese leaders would
be killed in a decapitation strike on the
Taiwanese political leadership. The Chinese battle plan rests on air power to
destroy Taiwan’s air and naval defences
in the opening round of hostilities using
manned aircraft and conventional missiles, while its naval forces hold the U.S.
at bay and land their marines and mechanized infantry trained in the amphibious
mode of battle. They would be supported
by air assault and PLA special forces. A
major complicating factor for Beijing is
that Taiwan has 11 beaches unsuitable for
landings within its rugged coastal terrain,
and all are largely adjacent to hardened
defences and built-up urban areas, limiting the ability of an aggressor to grab a
beachhead and to manoeuvre. Also, fighting in built-up areas against hardened

A MAJOR COMPLICATING
FACTOR FOR BEIJIN G IS
THAT TAIWAN HA S 11
In happier times, U.S. president Dwight D. Eisenhower visited Taiwanese president Chiang Kai-shek
in Taipei in June 1960.

BEACHES UNSUITA B L E
FOR LANDINGS WIT H IN
ITS RUGGED COAS TA L
TERRAIN AND ALL A R E
LARGELY ADJACENT TO
HARDENED DEFENC ES
AND BUILT- UP URB A N
AREAS, LIM ITING
THE ABILITY OF AN
AGGRESSOR TO GR A B A
BEACHHEAD AND

Taipei’s navy has 40,000 regular and 67,000 reserve sailors and an aging fleet of 4 submarines, 26
destroyers, 22 frigates, 44 coastal defence fast attack craft and 10,000 marines.
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defences is not the strong suit of [the Chinese] army, which has not really fought a
war since 1979. The wisdom of the Cold
War was that for effective offensive operations to succeed, an attacking force needed
as many as three to five times the forces
of the defender. Given simple math, it appears that China would have to deploy
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and Moldova. Hybrid warfare is not to be
underestimated.
Good men doing nothing?

A Taiwanese operation would likely include three regiments of strategic bombers, fighter bombers,
ground attack aircraft brigades and combat aircraft. Shown here is the Chengdu J-20 fighter aircraft.

a million-plus troops to have any chance
of real success on the ground if Taiwan
fought back.

ALERT5

Unconventional or hybrid option

Third, China has an option similar to
Russia’s political war or hybrid warfare
doctrine of subverting and degrading its
enemies’ capabilities as a forerunner to
war and the use of conventional military
power. In fact, that is the approach Beijing
is currently taking towards Taipei and
Taiwan. Hybrid warfare combines political, economic, informational and cyber
assaults against a target nation to achieve
strategic objectives while falling below the
threshold of a military response. Tactics
include, but are not limited to, infiltrating social media, spreading propaganda,
weaponizing information and using other
forms of subversion such as infiltrating
political parties and front groups, foreign
interference in democratic elections and
espionage. More violent tactics include
terrorism, assassination, coups, military
backing of separatist movements/insurgency and full-scale invasions by paramilitary, mercenary and military forces as
part of “hybrid warfare.” Hybrid warfare
takes a whole-of-government approach to
confrontation and employs both hard and
soft power across domains and boundaries between peace and war.
To date, Beijing has used its shadowy
maritime militia of hundreds of large- and
medium-sized trawlers, crewed by PLA
retirees or reservists with light weapons,
diplomat and international canada

to intimidate and assault its neighbours in
the South China Sea and Taiwan, and to
seize territory it does not own in a series
of salami tactics. It sends giant dredgers to
Taiwanese waters to test and wear down
its coast guard and destroy the seabed
and food-rich fishing grounds that it cannot access otherwise. China sends fighter
planes into the Taiwanese air defence
zone to wear down Taiwan’s air defences
without a fight. It carries out missile tests
and war games near Taiwanese offshore
islands, such as the Pratas, to stress Taiwanese defences. China has deployed
its Belt and Road Initiative to blackmail
sovereign nation states into dropping diplomatic recognition of Taiwan in exchange
for Chinese investment and infrastructure.
Beijing has used economic warfare and
cyberwarfare to attempt to bully Taiwan
into submission. The future could see
more missile tests to intimidate Taiwan.
As well, we could see China attempt in
many ways to interfere in Taiwanese elections and government to gain a governing
party more inclined to reunification and
to use any means at its disposal to do so.
This political warfare or hybrid warfare
continues on a daily basis like a war of
attrition aimed at pressuring and wearing
down Taiwan until it accedes to defeat at
the hands of Beijing’s Chinese Communist
Party and time is on China’s side. Russia’s “little green men” and hybrid tactics
resulted in the seizure of Crimea and a
good portion of the Donbass and may
soon be successful in the seizure of Belarus

Beijing wants reunification with Taiwan
on its terms and Taiwanese public opinion
appears firmly in favour of maintaining
the status quo as long as possible. But in
the end, the majority of the country wants
independence. Xi’s politics of chasing his
political legacy, and Taiwan’s drift further
and further away from China are unlikely
to change. Xi does not want to lose face,
meaning reunification by force is quickly
becoming the strategic option for him to
maintain his control of the Chinese Communist Party. The nuclear option is a poor,
high-risk and likely high-cost path for
all sides, including Taiwan, China and
the United States and her Pacific allies.
While China has built up considerable
conventional power and modern assets,
an invasion remains unlikely, with a good
likelihood of failure, forcing China to give
up or move to the unthinkable nuclear option. But Beijing’s political will, focus and
defence spending mean that this option is
not off the table for long, and time is on Beijing’s side without substantial military aid
and new equipment for Taiwan from the
U.S. and its allies. Making the U.S. defence
commitment or guarantee to Taiwan harder
and less ambiguous may not improve the
West’s deterrence stance on Taiwan and
may press Beijing to further desperation.
Beijing has used unconventional and hybrid warfare to great effect in the South
China Sea and with India in the Himalayas.
Day in and day out, the PLA continues
to press and attempt to wear down Taipei
with a whole-of-government hybrid or
asymmetric approach to warfare, hoping
the island state gives up and rolls over.
And again, time without Western intervention is on Beijing’s side. In March of
this year, Admiral John Aquilino, American commander of the United States IndoPacific, warned before the Senate Armed
Services Committee during his nomination hearing that, “My opinion is this
problem is much closer to us than most
think.” Aquilino’s view is that within six
years, without U.S. assistance and outside
support, China will move to seize Taiwan.
To quote Edmund Burke, “The only thing
necessary for the triumph of evil is for
good men to do nothing.”
Joe Varner is the author of Canada’s AsiaPacific Security Dilemma, a former director of policy to the minister of national
defence and an adjunct scholar at West
Point’s Modern War Institute. 
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Hope and despair coexist in Niger

Forcibly displaced people in Oullam, Niger, receive non-food items such as soap, sleeping mats, blankets, kitchen utensils, buckets and/or jerry cans for
water, among other items.
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iger is a country of 22 million
people in Africa’s Sahel — a region that stretches for thousands
of miles south of the Sahara across several
countries. One of the poorest countries
in the world, it has for decades provided
refuge to people forced to flee their homes
to escape devastating violence.
The Sahel is home to one of the world’s
fastest growing displacement and humanitarian crises today. Violence and insecurity have displaced 3.8 million people
across the region. Food insecurity, climaterelated disasters and extreme poverty
exacerbate the conflicts and plunge the
population further into despair.
Violence in the Sahel began after the
2011 revolution in Libya and the 2012
uprising in Mali. Non-state armed groups,
such as Boko Haram, Islamic State in the
Greater Sahara (ISGS) and Islamic State
in West Africa (ISWA), organized crime

people fled to nearby villages, among
them more than 2,000 children and more
than 500 women. Since the beginning of
the year, more than 7,000 Burkinabé have
made it across the border into Niger. Recently, gunmen shot at vehicles belonging
to UNHCR as well as those of its partners.
Thankfully, no one was hurt.
This year, in Burkina Faso alone,
150,000 people have been internally displaced. Of those who had to flee, 84 per
cent were women, who face a high risk

soudure.” Fortunately, when food distributions were carried out, host populations
were included.
But Niger ’s position at the centre of
one of the world’s most violent regions is
untenable. Its own population is no longer
safe, and violence against refugees and
Nigeriens alike is rising.
I met Fati Idé and her baby daughter
at a UNHCR centre in Oullam. Armed
groups attacked her village, which borders
Mali, killing women, men and children.

O N JU N E 5 , G U N ME N
AT TA C K E D T H E V ILLA G E
O F S O L H A N IN B U R K IN A
FA S O ’ S NO RTH EA ST
N E A R T H E B OR D E R WIT H
N I G E R . ASSA ILA N TS
S T O R M E D TH E V ILLA G E
I N T H E M I D D LE O F TH E
NIGHT AND EXECUTED
13 8 M E N , WOMEN A N D
C H I L D R E N . H O U SE S
A N D T H E MA R K ET WE R E

JEAN SEBASTIEN JOSSET/UNHCR

S E T AB LA Z E .
syndicates and ordinary thugs now operate across the region, exploiting ethnic tensions, weak governance and widespread
poverty.
On June 5, gunmen attacked the village
of Solhan in Burkina Faso’s northeast near
the border with Niger. Assailants stormed
the village in the middle of the night and
executed 138 men, women and children.
Houses and the market were set ablaze.
Fearing for their lives, more than 3,300
diplomat and international canada

In a classroom in a newly built school in Oullam, Niger, children from displaced and local
communities attend school together.

of gender-based violence and rape. Half
of the children who fled were reportedly
subject to physical abuse.
Roughly 237,000 refugees from the region have sought safety in Niger. During
a visit, I saw both the cruelty — and kindness — humans are capable of.
People in Niger give what little they
have to welcome newcomers into their
communities. During the 2019 influx into
the Maradi region of Nigerians who were
fleeing widespread violence in northern Nigeria, our colleagues witnessed
this generosity. People in villages along
the border opened their land and even
homes to refugees. In some cases Nigerien men spent nights in mosques, schools
and even under the trees together with
male refugees so they could leave their
homes to refugee women and children.
Families shared the little food they had,
running the risk of not being able to make
it through the lean period, “période de

Idé ran to seek help from the village chief.
Armed assailants later assassinated the
chief. Idé managed to escape with nine
other family members, including her sister, who was pregnant. Her sister went
into labour as they fled, and she gave birth
to stillborn twins.
Idé told me of the many rapes she had
seen. She held her baby girl in her arms
and said to me, “If my daughter had been
a boy, the armed groups would have murdered her. They are killing all boys, even
babies.”
Organizations such as UNHCR provide
food, shelter and mental health support
to many families. But when I looked into
Idé’s vacant stare, I thought, “I don’t
know if this family will ever recover.” It
was one of the first times in my 25 years as
a humanitarian worker that I experienced
such acute doubt. In humanitarian work,
we focus on hope. We share stories of the
power of humans to survive, overcome
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and rebuild. Otherwise, why should we
continue our work at all? We must have
faith that things will get better or we will
have no reason to go on.
Hope and despair live side by side

In one school, I saw an equal number
of girls and boys studying. It shouldn’t
be noteworthy, but given that most girls
in Niger don’t go to school, it is, in fact,
extraordinary. It reminded me of what
I, and most humanitarian workers, love
most about our work — seeing the impact
of what we do and imagining the better
future it could lead to for the people we
serve.
Niger — which achieved independence
in 1960 in the midst of a devastating
drought — had been making progress on
sustainable development goals, including improving education. But now, many
gains the country made have been erased
by COVID-19 and mounting insecurity.
COVID-19 is, in many ways, a pandemic
of poverty, amplifying and worsening
existing vulnerabilities, weakening the
worldwide effort to end inequality.
We know that addressing these in52

C OV ID- 19 IS, IN M ANY
WAY S, A PANDEM IC
OF POVERTY,
A MPLIFYING AND
WOR SENING EXISTING
V U LNERABILITIES,
WE AKENING THE
WO R LDWIDE EFFORT TO
E N D INEQUALITY.
equalities and vulnerabilities in social,
political and economic systems is key in
helping the people of Niger and the Sahel
have a chance at a brighter future.
This is especially true in rural areas,
where a feeling of impunity and abandonment reigns. Armed groups across

the region are exploiting frustrations of
rural populations. Reduced education
and economic opportunities are fuelling
the recruitment of young men into armed
and criminal groups, or pushing them towards perilous journeys to leave the Sahel.
Women and girls face the threat of widespread rape and gender-based violence.
Unfortunately, we have also heard about
security services’ alleged involvement
in very serious human rights violations,
blurring the lines between being agents of
protection and agents of persecution. All
of this, combined with an absence of basic
services, has eroded the social contract between the people and central authorities.
UNHCR and our humanitarian partners are increasingly combining emergency response with an approach that
supports local authorities so they can
better serve the population. This includes
basic services in remote and rural areas
such as schools, health services and civil
documentation; inclusive political and
socio-economic development with a
balanced representation of the different
ethnic groups; and ensuring that human
rights are respected.
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Author Dominique Hyde looks at plans for the construction of social housing and one-stop shops to assist and protect Malian refugees in the Tillabery
region of Niger.
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A refugee family — who fled Boko Haram attacks in Nigeria — sit in front of their shelter at the Sayam Forage Refugee Camp in Niger.

To do this, we need funding. Unfortunately, humanitarian programs serving
the region are severely underfunded. UNHCR’s own appeal for the Sahel is only 19
per cent funded. The international community must give more. Humanitarians
and local governments must also expand
partnerships with development organizations, international financial institutions
and regional institutions.
As a key member of the international
Francophone community, and with its
commitments to women’s rights and
education, Canada is well placed to help
expand these partnerships and mobilize
increased political and financial support
to the Sahel.
One way Canada can do this is through
its role as a founding member of the International Organisation of La Francophonie
(OIF). Established in Niger’s capital, Niamey, in 1970, the OIF represents 1 billion
people on all five continents and has convened conferences on the most important
issues of the day. An upcoming Summit
in Djerba, Tunisia, in November could be
a key moment for Canada and the OIF to
make the case for increased solidarity and
diplomat and international canada

support for the Sahel, including Niger.
Recognized as a leader in education,
Canada can also use a recently launched
campaign, “Together for Learning,” to
increase access to education for refugees
and forcibly displaced youth — as well
as the communities that have taken them
in — across the Sahel.
Finally, Canada can continue leading
the way in refugee resettlement, offering
more spaces to refugees who want to rebuild their lives.
In Niger, I was able to see first-hand
what a critical lifeline resettlement can
be for refugees. At the emergency transit
mechanism (ETM) that UNHCR established in partnership with Niger’s government, where refugees await resettlement,
I met a mother and her two children who
fled atrocities in Eritrea. Their journey
took them through Sudan and then Libya,
where smugglers held them captive. With
help from the ETM, they were pulled out
of Libya and brought to Niger so resettlement procedures could be processed.
The next day, they were flying to Halifax to start a new life.
The 19-year-old son, a huge soccer fan,

couldn’t wait to live in the same country
as soccer phenom Alphonso Davies — a
former refugee and UNHCR goodwill
ambassador who was resettled to Canada
with his family after fleeing the civil war
in Liberia. The daughter, 15, could not
wait to go to school.
As a mother, I’m always struck by the
familiar desire young refugees have for
the simple yet reassuring daily routines
school and sports provide — the same
routines many children in Canada crave
(even if many would never admit it).
Most people in Canada, my home
country, or in Europe, where I live, don’t
hear these important stories of hope and
despair. Yet we must continue telling
them, because they are not just about the
Sahel or Niger. They are human stories
of people who, despite the terrible ordeal
they have gone through, persevere.
That’s why I went to Niger — to draw
attention to a country and a region on the
precipice of a critical moment — where
hope can still prevail against all odds.
Dominique Hyde is UNHCR’s global
head of external relations.
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Paul Kagame: Rwanda’s despot?

As he starts his 21st year in power, Kagame wavers between benign law giver and ruthless predator.

L
Robert I.
Rotberg
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uring Paul Rusesabagina, the hero
of Hotel Rwanda, to Kigali to be
tried for “treason” for opposing
the regime of President Paul Kagame is
hardly the first “clever” Lukashenko-like
entrapment of Rwandans who dare to
criticize the tight-fisted manner in which
Kagame has run his otherwise oft-praised
African government. Much earlier, thugs
sent by Kagame to South Africa enticed
Patrick Karegeya, the autocrat’s one-time
close friend and intelligence chief, into a
Johannesburg hotel room, where he was

brutally strangled. A journalistic critic
was gunned down in 2011 in Uganda and
Gen. Faustin Kayumba Nyamwasa, the
former head of Rwanda’s armed forces,
was wounded in 2010 during a botched
murder attempt, also in Johannesburg.
Attacks on dissidents roiled Stockholm,
too, and Rwandan exiles were menaced in
London, Russian style.
All of this “off the books” Mafia-reminiscent activity reflects murderously on
the positive aspects of Kagame’s governmental enterprise in Rwanda, where,
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PAUL KAGAME FLICKR

Rwandan President Paul Kagame’s reforms in the country have been praised, but they've come with limitations on the rights of Rwandans and
suggestions that he’ll hire thugs to threaten or even kill his opponents.

RUDOLF SIMON
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deep in the troubled heart of Africa, a
strict autocracy masquerades successfully
as a benevolent democracy. Rwanda is
widely regarded as one of the best-run
and best-governed countries of Africa in
terms of service delivery. Yet Rwandans
may not freely speak or assemble, or criticize their ruler. There is no free press or
media. And it ranks close to the bottom
on the global happiness index. Rwandans have traded (or been compelled to
trade) basic freedoms in a Faustian way
for compulsory conformity, low crime,
low corruption and improved standards
of living. In 1994, Rwanda’s GDP per
capita was $205. It rose to $698 in 2014,
to $765 in 2017 and to $819 in 2019. Possibly questionable statistical reporting
aside, Rwanda’s GDP per capita has been
growing at eight per cent in recent years,
but those improvements may depend on
fraudulent statistics.
The man behind this compromised
political arrangement is Kagame, a tall,
stern, bullying, tight-lipped, heavy-lidded
former American-trained intelligence officer and general who rescued Rwanda
from the Hutu-led genocide of Tutsis in
1994 and has run Rwanda ever since. He
also scrapped term limits, which means
that he can legitimately remain Rwanda’s
chief until at least 2034. Kagame, 64,
tolerates dissent as little as he tolerates
incompetence. Disloyalty, or opposition of
the mildest kind, is often punished with
death.
For all of these reasons, Kagame’s
leadership in tiny Rwanda — a poor,
congested African country half the size of
Nova Scotia, with a swelling population of
13 million — provides a remarkable model
that merits examination. Can a Platonic
case be made for excellent results achieved
by mostly dreadful means? Most of the
world — as indicated by French President
Emmanuel Macron’s recent visit of apology and reconciliation to Kagame and
Rwanda for the 1994 Tutsi genocide — appropriately acclaims all that Rwanda has
achieved under Kagame’s rule.
Much of the rest of Africa is less effective than Rwanda in reducing corruption,
improving educational opportunities,
upgrading public health facilities, gradually boosting GDP per capita, despite
few natural resources, and providing the
key political goods of safety and security.
Botswana, Mauritius, Namibia, Cape
Verde and the Seychelles are all democratic nations that offer excellent outcomes
to their citizens — what we term good
governance. But three of those countries
are island states and all are thinly popudiplomat and international canada

lated, with fewer than three million inhabitants.
Three of the medium-sized African
countries like Rwanda — Ghana, Malawi,
and Senegal — are democratic, with high
levels of governance performance. But
according to the Corruption Perceptions
Index, those places are more corrupt than
Rwanda, and, Ghana excepted, their educational and health systems are no more
advanced. South Africa rates better than
Rwanda on the Index of African Governance (which I created.) But South Africa
is wildly corrupt, whereas Rwanda has
mostly eliminated corruption — a major
burden lifted off the backs of Rwandans.
Unlike Botswanan presidents Seretse
Khama, Ketumile Masire, Festus Mogae,
and Mokgweetsi Masisi, Kagame can
hardly claim to be a democrat, or even a
consensus-building quasi-democrat. He is
a naked authoritarian, but with substantial
legitimacy as a genuine modernizer. What
truly distinguishes him and his long reign
as the head man of Rwanda is his close
attention to improving the public good
and the daily lives and outcomes of his
densely-packed constituents.
Kagame responded to the horrific 1994
genocide in Rwanda by invading Rwanda
at the head of a Tutsi army, in order to
save as many remaining Tutsi lives as pos-

sible and to restore order in his country.
Initially that meant imprisoning Hutu
perpetrators of genocide or pursuing
them and their ethnic compatriots into the
nearby forests of the Congo. Subsequently,
after Kagame had become vice-president,
under a titular but powerless president, he
focused on rebuilding, stabilizing and pacifying the desperate land that had lost at
least 800,000 Tutsis and had seen 200,000
Hutus flee into the Congo, Burundi, Tanzania, and Uganda, and overseas. It also
meant invading Zaire/the Congo twice,
with great losses of life.
Kagame was no mere military leader
with rudimentary ideas about organizing
a reborn state and a responsible government. By 2000, when Kagame acceded to
his nation’s presidency, he had articulated
a vision for the emergence of war-damaged Rwanda as the Singapore of Africa.
Rwanda lacks most of Singapore’s advantages: its perfectly positioned harbour, its
geographical location at the crossroads of
a good third of the globe’s commerce, its
well-educated and advanced-skilled population and its greatly appreciated wealth
per capita. Kagame nevertheless became
determined — at least by 2005, if not before — to transform a very poor state with
natural resources no more promising than
shade-grown coffee (subject as it is to fluc-

Rwandans have better schools, even if schoolchildren know that complaining about governmental
edicts would be unwise.
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tuating world prices) into a well-functioning, promising, potentially middle-income
jurisdiction in the heart of Equatorial Africa. Kagame has been favourably termed
a “developmental patrimonialist, with
considerable wealth derived from the mineral resources of the Congo.”
What Kagame presumably admired
most about Singapore, the city-state that
had been willed into modern existence
by prime minister Lee Kuan Yew from
1965, was the careful and disciplined
manner in which Lee had transformed a
pirate-infested, gang-influenced, wildly
corrupt, unruly port city into a thriving
metropolis obedient to and willing to be
compelled into conformity by the vision of
Lee and the centralized way in which he
and his government made decisions. They
took those policy initiatives in the public
interest, as defined by Lee, but were punctilious about not stealing from the people.
Most of all, in Singapore, innovations such
as shifting the Malay- and Chinese-speaking populace to English as a common language, the compulsory mixing of ethnic
groups in highrise housing estates (to prohibit ghettos and ensure comity) and the
introduction of air conditioning through56
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out the city, had a modernizing purpose.
Lee’s government delivered progress, as
enunciated from above, but also gave the

city-state the stability, the rule of law, an
emphasis on education, attention to medical services and the prosperity that attracted international investment and soon
increased the per capita GDP of its citizens
many times over. In 1965, that number
was US $250 per capita and it has grown
to $85,000 per capita today (numbers not
adjusted for inflation.)
Kagame’s goal, since about 2005, has
been to bring first-world educational opportunities to Rwanda, along with major
improvements in life expectancies and
other medical outcomes. Following a
Brazilian model, Kagame pioneered cash
transfers to the poorest in the country.
He also promoted major infrastructural
improvements. Non-Rwandans have been
assisted in their efforts to upgrade health
care in rural areas. Pioneering technological initiatives include drone deliveries of
blood plasma to rural clinics. From 2005 to
2017, Rwanda experienced falling rates of
maternal and infant mortality. Educationally, primary school persistence or completion rates have climbed from low levels to
57 percent in 2017. Life expectancy rose
remarkably, from 48 in 2000 to 69 in 2020.
Kagame has thus performed as a strong
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Life for Rwandans has generally improved since Kagame came to power. He has all but eliminated corruption over 12 years of his leadership, maternal
and infant mortality have dropped and life expectancy has risen slightly.

FANNY SCHERTZER
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leader across several dimensions. He has
also echoed Lee, and Botswana’s presidents, by greatly lowering crime rates in
Kigali, Rwanda’s capital city of 921,000.
Newly professionalized police even pursue litterers, making Kigali a compulsorily
pristine locale by the standards of African
cities. Kagame and his city officials outlawed street vending and imprisoned persistent offenders, a unique curtailing of the
informal sector that is otherwise unknown
in Africa. Pascal Nyamulinda, the former
mayor of Kigali and a Kagame appointee,
asserts that Kagame’s laws “must be respected.” Moreover, a decision to stamp
out informal “hawking” could stand as
a central motif for Kagame’s regime: “If
you have to choose between a mess and
discipline,” the obedient mayor once said,
“I will choose discipline.”
Kagame reduced what had been a casual epidemic of corruption throughout
the country by preaching against its evils
— there were billboards throughout Kigali forbidding such behaviour: “He Who
Practises Corruption Destroys His Country” — mercilessly prosecuting alleged offenders; removing from office any corrupt
elected or appointed public officials, even
associates of the president; and — most
of all — remaining untainted himself
by accusations of improper enrichment.
Even so, Rwanda is still perceived as more
corrupt in Africa than Botswana, the Seychelles, and Cape Verde (and less corrupt
than Namibia, Mauritius, South Africa
and all of the other sub-Saharan African
states.) Its rating by the Corruption Perceptions Index rose from 83rd place in 2005 to
49th place in 2020 — a remarkable jump in
perceived probity and one unprecedented
in Africa.
When Kagame’s great reform program
had begun to accelerate after 2005, he
copied former Georgian president Mikheil
Saakashvili and significantly downsized
the civil service, finding ghost workers
and existing bureaucrats who were inefficient or deemed superfluous. Competitive
tests were introduced for the first time to
improve competency and make merit appointments. Rwanda has also raised civil
service salaries consistently.
In order to improve Rwanda’s ratings
by the World Bank’s Doing Business reports, Kagame reduced bureaucratic controls and the number of permits required
to open commercial concerns. His government minimized regulatory burdens and
red tape. His aim was to produce a more
investor-friendly and Singapore-like corporate environment, but also to make it at
least conceivable that isolated and remote
diplomat and international canada

Rwanda could boast some of the advantages that accrued to Singapore.
As a result of all of these and many
other innovations and initiatives, not least
the careful subordination of Rwanda’s
peoples to the clear-minded edicts of
its president, the country’s governance
ratings have risen, its civil service is better motivated than others in its African
neighbourhood, its peoples are relatively
prosperous compared to past decades, and
Kagame can assert that he has brought
stability and improved living standards to
his disciplined polity.
But Kagame’s version of good government comes with high doses of coercion.
The instincts of his people are held very
much in check by fear of the state, fear
of informers and fear of breaking rules.
Rwandans, enjoying their positive quality
of government, nevertheless do so knowing that they have paid a price. Instead
of freedom of expression, one kind of
positive political good, they benefit from

Kagame is credited with rescuing Rwanda from
the Hutu-led genocide of Tutsis in 1994 and he
has run Rwanda ever since. Shown here is an
exhibit in the Nyamata Memorial Site.

physical deliveries of medicine and blood
plasma to remote regions of the country by drone aircraft. They have better
schools, even if schoolchildren know that
complaining about governmental edicts
would be unwise. Nor would competing
for political office without permission, or
arguing policy too loudly with the president or his colleagues.
There is no question about who is
the boss. As Stalin eliminated Trotsky in
distant Mexico City, so Kagame pursues
those who are either deemed disloyal,
such as Karegeya and Kayumba, or persons such as Rusesabagina, whose prominence shades Kagame’s lustre. In late
2018, the government banned “humiliating” cartoons of politicians and officials.

Rwanda is tightly regimented, but
Kagame would argue that his leadership
abilities have produced more and better
personal and national outcomes for his
people than those supposed deficiencies
would imply. Kagame also says his decision to rewrite constitutional prohibitions
against becoming a virtual president for
life was essential if Rwanda were to keep
moving ahead on its developmental trajectory, and continue to provide good returns
to its citizens. These are high-flown rationalizations, of course, but Kagame has
nevertheless remained popular among
his people. Like Lee, he has produced the
returns he said he would produce.
As an uncompromising, if profoundly
paranoid leader, Kagame’s tenure demonstrates the importance of an ambitious vision, the virtue of mobilizing behind such
a vision, the importance of self-mastery
in pursuing visionary objectives, the
relevance of legitimacy and the personal
integrity that supports legitimacy, and the
attributes that flow from the construction
of a national edifice and a nation of which
its citizens can be proud.
All of these conquests, including
Kagame’s esteem among opinion-makers
across the globe, makes his avid, spiteful pursuit of opponents in distant hotel
rooms, and the entrapment of someone
such as Rusesabagina, who poses no real
threat, hard to understand or accept except as a matter of personal venom.
Benevolent autocrats occasionally have
their uses. But the cases of Botswana,
Cape Verde, Mauritius, today’s Ghana
and the new dispensations in South Africa
and Malawi demonstrate that excellent
qualities of government can be achieved in
developing countries by fully democratic
means, employing the usual political
stratagems of consensus-building, compromise, accommodation, and — where
necessary — healthy competition. They
benefit less from fear, oppression, intimidation and killings.
Human and national development can
best be realized in an environment of freedom and open dialogue.
Robert I. Rotberg is the founding director
of Harvard Kennedy School’s Program
on Intrastate Conflict and was Fulbright
Distinguished Professor at Carleton and
Waterloo universities. He wrote The Corruption Cure (Princeton University Press,
2017) and published Anticorruption (MIT
Press) and Things Come Together: Africans
Achieving Greatness in the Twenty-first Century (Oxford University Press) in August.
rirotberg@gmail.com
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China: A hidden workforce and education crisis

Christina
Spencer

Invisible China: How the urban-rural
divide threatens China’s rise
Scott Rozelle and Natalie Hell
University of Chicago Press, 2020
242 pages
Kindle: $29.39
Hardcover: $35
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China's dominance of low-cost manufacturing is waning, which may cause major disruption to the
world’s second-largest economy in the medium and long term, according to a new book on the
urban-rural divide in the country. Shown here is very urban Shanghai.

have found over time prompts concern for
China’s economic and social future.
China is firmly among what are called
middle-income countries — where the
aggregate economy is huge, but actual
average incomes are still low. The country miraculously and rapidly climbed
from poverty into middle-income status through its supply of cheap labour.

Unskilled workers — which is what
China’s rural population is mostly made
up of — were able to shift from subsistence living to better wages through the
assembly-line work available as major
international companies located production in countries with low costs. But as
this plentiful workforce gradually became
employed, there was less cheap labour on
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ne recent, pre-COVID-era Christmas, I searched out the neighbourhood Canadian Tire for an
instant-read thermometer, a gift for the
cook in the family. There were several
types on display, and out of curiosity, I
started to scan the “Made in …” labels to
see if I could find one not manufactured
in China. No luck. I widened my informal
survey to other kitchenalia in the store.
Again, all made in China.
This would not surprise anyone: China
is a global powerhouse of manufacturing. Fully 95 per cent of the world’s major
companies have based some of their supply chain there. As a result, China has
enjoyed a huge growth spurt in recent
decades. But its dominance of low-cost
manufacturing is waning, and this may
cause severe disruption to the world’s
second-largest economy in the medium
and long term. This, in turn, will ripple
globally.
That’s the warning offered in Invisible
China, based on decades of exhaustive onthe-ground research by the Rural Education Action Program (REAP) at Stanford
University. Partnered with institutions in
China, its mission is to understand poverty in rural China and propose solutions.
Its huge web of researchers has travelled
and talked to hundreds of thousands of
people, focused not in the booming cities of Shanghai or Guangzhou, but in the
countryside, where REAP experts strive
to understand the lives of the two thirds
of Chinese who are not part of the country’s successful urban elite. What they
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offer and wages began to rise as a result of
simple supply and demand. These same
international companies began to either
automate to save money, or shift operations out of China. “Samsung has moved
hundreds of thousands of jobs from China
to Vietnam. Nike is now making most of
its tennis shoes elsewhere … That exodus
is occurring across the board — in textiles
and toys and tools and Christmas decorations,” the authors warn. “Ten years ago,
almost every product for sale in an American Walmart was made in China. Today

that is no longer the case.”
China’s huge rural workforce is poorly
prepared to evolve and thus participate
in the higher-skilled jobs now needed to
look after individual families and sustain
economic growth more broadly. While the
country’s highly educated urbanites can
fill any number of innovative jobs — think
of Chinese companies such as Alibaba
“which handles more business than eBay
and Amazon combined,” or Tencent,
whose social media app WeChat “has
earned such a reputation for innovation
that Western companies such as Facebook,
Snapchat and WhatsApp now try to copy
its features” — China’s 800 to 900 million
rural people have nowhere near the education needed to do so.
This leaves the country at a crossroads:
It can either find ways to help its huge
rural population and boost its economy
— emulating, say, South Korea or Taiwan
— or it can sink into unemployment and
economic chaos — think Mexico or Brazil.
In brief, argue the authors, its continued
upward trajectory is nowhere near guaranteed. The income gap between rich and
poor is vast, and widening, a recipe for
destabilization domestically and economic
uncertainty globally.
diplomat and international canada

A few demographics illustrate the danger. In China, 36 per cent of the population
is urban, while 64 per cent is rural, and
one’s urban or rural status is cemented
in law. “To understand the depth of this
divide,” say the authors, “think of China
as two separate countries.” To bring them
together, China must invest in the rural
population. “Human capital” in the rural
areas is in dismal shape.
Education of rural Chinese is the solution, but that will be a very tall order,
based on what REAP’s studies in the
countryside show. For example, only 12.5
per cent of China’s total labour force has
a college education: 44 per cent of the labour force in urban areas has at least high
school, while only 11 per cent of those in
rural areas do (as of 2010.) Bringing the
required education to rural Chinese is
hugely complicated.
For one thing, Mao Zedong made it
his business to suppress higher learning,
replacing it instead with Mao Zedong
Thought. Until recently, his successors
were indifferent to the need to rectify this.
For another, high schools in China charge
tuition (often prohibitive for poor rural
families). Considering the nation’s communist roots, it is an odd problem to have.
But other, even graver crises beset rural
Chinese families who want to educate
their young. Over decades of exhaustive
study, REAP has found:
• More than 50 per cent of rural babies are
undernourished and under-stimulated,
at the very time when their brains are
beginning to develop. “More than half of
toddlers are so developmentally delayed
that their IQs may never exceed 90,” the
researchers conclude;
• Students are often beset with parasites:
“40 per cent of schoolchildren in many rural communities in southern China attend
school every day with intestinal worms
quietly sapping their energy.” When researchers asked why the children weren’t
treated, they found an array of inaccurate
beliefs, even among rural doctors — for
example that deworming might reduce
fertility in females;
• Of the thousands of youngsters studied,
“More than 30 per cent of rural students
(in grades four to eight) have vision problems, but do not have glasses.”
In short, “one source of China’s persistent rural-urban education gap has
become clear: rural students in today’s
China are sick. They are anemic, they
can’t see the blackboard, and they have
worms.”
It is a startling conclusion about a
country most of us see as churning out a

sophisticated, highly intelligent, educated
and globalized workforce. But that is the
point. This is the “invisible” China the rest
of the world does not glimpse. The sheer
size of this invisible population and the
time and effort it will take to bring it up
to the educational and health standards
of the urban sector is what so alarms the
authors.
Fundamentally, however, they believe
China can fix this and avoid the “middle
income trap” and they stress that the
country’s current leadership is trying.
This book, the researchers say, is “written
in the spirit of hope” about a country that
has often surprised the world with its accomplishments. The global economy may
depend on it doing so again.
The Devil’s Trick: How Canada Fought
the Vietnam War
John Boyko
Alfred A. Knopf Canada, 2021
246 pages
Hardcover: $29.45
Kindle: $15
Canadians’ collective memory of Vietnam
tends to focus on two images: anti-war
protests in the United States and draftdodgers seeking refuge here. These images only scrape the surface of Canada’s
much deeper involvement in that conflict.
“There were Canadians in Vietnam
fighting and dying in American uniforms,” John Boyko writes. “Others were
working in Canadian-run hospitals; and
there were Canadian diplomats in Vietnam who tried to stop the war before it
began, and then monitored its carnage.
There were Canadian weapons in Vietnamese cities, villages and jungles and
falling from the sky.” Canadians weren’t
just bystanders.
In the 1950s, Vietnam was viewed
through the lens of the larger Cold War
dominating Western thought. That, mixed
with French colonial ambitions and the
region’s own long history, made Vietnam
a complex geopolitical problem, a “civil
war, nationalist war of liberation and
European colonial war.” Canada, which
had emerged from the Second World War
flush with pride at its own diplomatic
“golden age,” had shed much of its lingering dependence on Britain and entered the
U.S. orbit. It would inevitably be drawn
into attempts to stop a larger conflict in
Indochina.
Boyko, a gifted storyteller, conveys
Canada’s involvement from the perspective of six “guides”: two diplomats; a
hospital administrator; a draft dodger; a
59
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Canadian who fought in the Vietnam war;
and a Vietnamese refugee who arrived in
Canada. Each illuminates a particular facet
of Canada’s Vietnam war.
The two extraordinary Canadian diplomats were Sherwood Lett and J. Blair
Seaborn, whom Canada sent off on separate occasions to the ill-fated International
Commission for Supervision and Control,
charged with monitoring the uneasy
ceasefire between the French and the Vietminh in 1954, with elections planned for
1956. The ICC, as it became known, was
made up of India, Poland and Canada. It
had no power to enforce peace or to interfere as the former adversaries clashed over
resources, prisoner transfers, the migration of people from the country’s North
to South or even ownership of leftover
military equipment. The work was dangerous and frustrating. In the end, no election was permitted, as the West (read the
U.S.) feared it would end in a Communist
takeover. Lett believed that if an election
did not unite North and South, the North
would invade to bring about that result.
Sadly, his was a neglected voice.
By the early 1960s, a fragile peace
60

somehow still existed and the Americans,
who had been actively and clumsily trying
to subvert a Communist takeover were
searching — or so Canada thought — for a
way out of Vietnam. There was no American ambassador in Hanoi and no back
channel of communication, so Seaborn,
Canada’s new ICC commissioner, was
pressed into service as the U.S.’s go-between, meeting with the highest echelons
of the North Vietnamese leadership on behalf of president Lyndon Johnson’s team.
Boyko’s description of Seaborn’s role —
and how both this gifted diplomat and
his government were used by the U.S. in
a futile bid for an American-dictated outcome — is illuminating. Equally so are his
chapters devoted to the other Canadians:
• Claire Culhane, who worked as an
administrator in a Canadian hospital in
Vietnam, only to discover that the head
doctor was sharing patient files with the
CIA to help it identify Viet Cong or their
sympathizers. She would return home
to become a vocal and effective anti-war
activist;
• Joe Erickson, the American war resister who journeyed north as one of up

to 100,000 U.S. citizens who left friends,
family and prospects for Canada rather
than serve in a war they did not support.
They formed a modern day “underground
railroad” to help other draft dodgers immigrate. He later learned that his relatives
still in the U.S. were repeatedly harassed
by the FBI for his actions;
• Doug Carey, the Canadian who enlisted in the Marines at age 19, serving two
tours in Vietnam. Anywhere from 12,000
to 40,000 Canadians fought in the Vietnam
War;
• Rebecca Trinh, one of thousands of
ethnic Chinese in Vietnam who, fearful of
persecution after the fall of Saigon, made
the tough decision to leave. With her children, she was among 160,000 Vietnamese
who fled their country between 1978
and the mid-1980s, a harrowing journey
that, in the Trinhs’ case, included being
attacked by pirates on the open sea, swimming frantically to Malaysian shores and,
eventually, being accepted from a refugee
camp by Canada. By the end of 1980, Canada had accepted 60,000 refugees, more
per capita than any other country.
Boyko draws lessons from each story of
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The Vietnam War involved many Canadians. Those who think Canada was just a haven for draft dodgers need to read The Devil’s Trick: How Canada
Fought the Vietnam War. .
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this war — how it affected our diplomacy,
our economic interests, our emerging
identity as a separate nation, our humanitarian policy and our international reputation. His eloquent summary is tinged
with hope and warning: “ … the lies and
lessons of the Vietnam War will forever
colour our national story. They will be
among the sparks igniting our perpetual
desire to more clearly understand who we
are and to somehow, hopefully with grace,
make ourselves a little better tomorrow
than we are today.”
How to Avoid a Climate Disaster: The
Solutions We Have and the Breakthroughs We Need
Bill Gates
Alfred A. Knopf Canada
272 pages
Kindle: $17
Paperback: $33.15

do not endear him to some environmentalists.
So How to Avoid a Climate Disaster may
not get the respect it should. Yet, as a simple user guide to the second-most pressing
problem of our time (COVID being No. 1
for now), it fills an important niche: laying
out the dangers of climate change; explaining where greenhouse gas emissions
come from; discussing the individual and
policy challenges of achieving “net zero”
emissions and offering potential solutions.
A brief excerpt, to get your attention:
“Did you brush your teeth this morning?
The toothbrush probably contains plastic,
which is made from petroleum, a fossil
fuel. If you ate breakfast, the grains in
your toast and cereal were grown with
fertilizer, which releases greenhouse gases
when it’s made. They were harvested by
a tractor that was made of steel — which
is made with fossil fuels in a process
that releases carbon — and ran on gaso-

Children march down University Avenue in Toronto as part of the Global Strike for Climate Justice.
Bill Gates’s new book outlines how hard it is to address this monstrous problem.

Bill Gates thinks nuclear power is essential
to solving climate change. He’s a big fan of
plastics too. Also, he’s a rich and powerful
man who adores technology. These views
diplomat and international canada

line. If you had a burger for lunch, as I
do occasionally, raising the beef caused
greenhouse gas emissions — cows burp
and fart methane — and so did growing
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and harvesting the wheat that went into
the bun. If you got dressed, your clothes
might contain cotton — also fertilized
and harvested — or polyester, made from
ethylene, which is derived from petroleum. If you’ve used toilet paper, that’s
more trees cut down and carbon emitted.”
All of this before you even jump into
your gas-guzzling SUV, turn on your air
conditioner or crank the furnace.
Gates’s point is that even the most
mundane acts of everyday life are underwritten by fossil fuels. Why? Because
they’re affordable, “cheaper than a soft
drink.” Add up all that cheap fuel and
you get a planetary total of 51 billion
tonnes of greenhouse gases added to the
atmosphere every year. Cue the rising
thermometer.
The solution, Gates says, is not just
about cutting our energy use, for we
will never be able to cut it enough. His
evidence: the dip in greenhouse gas emissions worldwide during COVID in 2020.
With economies slowing, that reduction
amounted to about five per cent of GHGs
worldwide — putting us at 48 or 49 billion tonnes of carbon, instead of 51. To get
even that modest reduction, “a million
people died, and tens of millions were put
out of work,” he writes. “To put it mildly,
this was not a situation that anyone would
want to continue or repeat.”
Another complication is that a large
swath of the planet, still struggling with
poverty, will need more energy in future,
not less, in order to thrive like the rest of
us. We cannot hold people from developing countries in poverty. So for Gates, the
central question is: How do we produce
more energy but ensure we release fewer
“net” GHGs in the process?
Our worldwide emissions come from
five different activities: How we plug in
(that is, where we get our electricity) — 27
per cent of 51 billion tons per year; how
we manufacture (everything from steel to
concrete to clothing) — 31 per cent of 51
billion tons per year; how we farm — 19
per cent of 51 billion tons a year; how we
move around (and how we move things
around) — 16 per cent of 51 billion tons a
year; and how we warm or cool our buildings — seven per cent of those 51 billion
tons.
Gates, who has an engineer’s love of
numbers, supplies several discouraging
facts, such as:
• Making one ton of steel produces
about 1.8 tons of carbon dioxide. And cement? “Make a ton of cement, and you’ll
get a ton of carbon dioxide.”
• The one billion cattle raised world62

wide burp and fart out enough methane
each year to have the same warming effect as two billion tons of carbon dioxide
(about four per cent of all global emissions).
• Reforestation is no panacea. “You’d
need somewhere around 50 acres’ worth
of trees, planted in tropical areas, to absorb the emissions produced by an average American in her lifetime.”
• Gallon for gallon, gasoline is less
expensive than “Dasani bottled water,
yogurt, honey, laundry detergent, maple
syrup, hand sanitizer, latte from Starbucks, Red Bull energy drink, olive oil”
and so on.
• Given how long today’s furnaces last,
“if we had a goal of getting rid of all the
gas-powered ones by mid-century, we’d
have to stop selling them by 2035.”
Clearly, solutions need to involve all
aspects of human activity, and Gates dutifully examines many, explaining how he
thinks both individuals and governments
can reduce greenhouse gas use, and where
technology must play a role. He walks
readers through everything from solar
to wind power and even geoengineering
— radical technology through which scientists actually change the atmosphere’s
temperature by techniques such as seeding the upper atmosphere with extremely
fine particles or brightening clouds to
reflect rather than absorb heat.
As a technology fan, he’s open to considering solutions many others would
dismiss.
Plastics, for instance, pollute and hurt
marine life, but are not making climate
change worse, Gates says. Indeed, an inconvenient truth is that plastics are “what
allow fuel-efficient cars to be so light;
they account for as much as half of a car’s
total volume, but only 10 per cent of its
weight.” And because they take so long to
degrade, the carbon used in their manufacture doesn’t leak into the atmosphere
easily. If manufactured with clean energy
in future, “plastics could one day become
a carbon sink — a way to remove carbon
rather than emit it,” Gates muses.
Meanwhile, back to nuclear power,
which Gates calls “the only carbon-free
energy source that can reliably deliver
power day and night, through every season, almost anywhere on Earth, that has
been proven to work on a large scale.”
The U.S. currently gets around one-fifth of
its electricity from nuclear, and it already
runs aircraft carriers and military subs using nuclear power. France gets 70 per cent
of its electricity from nuclear, the highest
proportion of any country.

This doesn’t mean that nuclear power
isn’t dangerous, but Gates sees the hazards as a solvable problem. Acknowledging Three Mile Island, Chernobyl and
Fukushima, he says “real problems led to
those disasters, but instead of getting to
work on solving those problems, we just
stopped trying to advance the field.
“Imagine if everyone had gotten together one day and said, ‘Hey, cars are
killing people. They’re dangerous. Let’s
stop driving and give up these automobiles.’ That would’ve been ridiculous, of
course. We did just the opposite: We used
innovation to make cars safer.” We can
do the same with nuclear power, Gates
argues. “It’s hard to foresee a future where
we decarbonize our power grid affordably
without using more nuclear power.”
Not all environmentalists will like this
message. But given Gates’s exhaustive
exposition of the sources, problems, costs
and strategies for climate change to-date,
they’ll need to come up with better — and
achievable — ideas.
SHORT TAKES

How Iceland Changed the World: The Big
History of a Small Island
Egill Bjarnason
Penguin Random House, May 2021
288 pages
Kindle and paperback: $13.96
“The Icelanders are the most intelligent
race on Earth, because they discovered
America and never told anyone,” Oscar
Wilde said. The glory for that, of course,
would be left to other Europeans centuries
later. But Iceland has had global impact in
other important ways: in this light-hearted
and entertaining history (which starts
with a ship hitting an iceberg — no, not
that ship), Egill Bjarnason lays it all out.
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For instance, world chess greats Boris
Spassky and Bobby Fischer played their
“match of the century” in Iceland in 1972.
Iceland doubled as the lunar landscape
for much of NASA’s astronaut training for
the moon landings. Ronald Reagan and
Mikhail Gorbachev met in Reykjavík in
1986. And don’t forget the 2010 volcanic
eruptions in Iceland that halted air traffic
all across Europe. Plus, fun fact: Iceland
contributed the word “saga” to the English language.
Who knew that an island half the size
of the United Kingdom, referred to by the
author as an early “hot spot for Viking
sprawl” had such an eclectic story? Iceland has, indeed, changed the world.
In
Brexitland: Identity, Diversity and the
Reshaping of British Politics
Maria Sobolewska and Robert Ford
Cambridge University Press, 2020
408 pages
Kindle: $12.94
Paperack: 24.12
Five years ago, when Britons unexpectedly voted to leave the European Union,
a headline in The Daily Mirror shrieked:
“What the hell happens now?” The rest
of the world, meanwhile, was asking how
the hell it had happened at all.
The authors of Brexitland confront both
questions by going back not months or
years, but decades to identify the demographic trends and identity conflicts that

they conclude, is only a small taste of
what lies ahead for the United Kingdom
— major disruption “for many years to
come.”
Global Taiwanese: Asian Skilled Labour
Migrants in a Changing World
Fiona Moore
University of Toronto Press
184 pages
Kindle: $45.58
Hardcover: $46.33
184 pages
Taiwan is a successful democratic state
of about 23.4 million people, sitting uncomfortably close to a rapidly expanding
superpower that threatens it economically,
politically and militarily based on a deep
shared history. Yet the island state has
another interesting characteristic, highlighted by Fiona Moore: an effective
transnational network of skilled migrants
living and working across borders.
As the author points out, the “idea of
a network society has been around for
20 years,” but study of it still skims the
surface. An examination of its members in
London, Toronto and Taipei goes beyond
observations on skilled-worker migration

and the role of diasporas to explore how
Taiwanese at home and abroad identify
themselves and act on those identities.
Christina Spencer is the editorial pages
editor of the Ottawa Citizen and the inaugural recipient of the Claude Ryan
Award for Editorial Writing at the 2017
National Newspaper Awards. She has a
master's in international affairs from the
Norman Paterson School of International
Affairs at Carleton University.

led to the startling results of the EU referendum, and explaining how these finally
cut through more traditional dividing
lines of class, income and political ideology.
They wonder, for instance, why the tensions that drove Brexit didn’t break into
the open much earlier than 2016. Brexit,
diplomat and international canada
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Portraits of Canada

I
Peter
Simpson

Note: Given the continuing uncertainty of
public-health lockdowns, be sure to check with
museums and galleries before visiting, as dates
listed here could change.
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t’s been a long time coming,” sang the
Tragically Hip’s Gord Downie, “it’s
well worth the wait.”
It seems appropriate to use the Tragically Hip — a band that wrote lyrical portraits of Canadian life — to introduce the
Portrait Gallery of Canada, which truly
has been a long time coming. Now, with
its first exhibitions, we start to see what
we’ve been waiting for.
The Portrait Gallery spent its early
years as a political football, firstly booted
downfield by the Chrétien Liberals in
2001, then grabbed by the Harper Conservatives and carried around the field in
a series of erratic moves that pleased the

base, but accomplished nothing else. By
2009, the idea was dead, or at least comatose.
The death of art by partisan antics left
many people disgusted, and a couple of
years ago a group of private citizens —
led by lawyer and Ottawa Art Gallery
chairman Lawson Hunter — resurrected
the idea, albeit much changed from the
original. Prime minister Jean Chrétien
had promised the former United States
Embassy building on Wellington Street,
but in 2021, the privately funded, not-forprofit gallery organization says that “no
site has been identified.” However, the
gallery says on its website, “Our plan is to
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT

BEYOND VAN GOGH

Visitors will virtually be swimming in the paintings of Vincent van Gogh in this immersive digital production by Montreal’s Normal Studios, and presented
by RBC and Ottawa Bluesfest at Lansdowne Park.

PORTRAIT GALLERY OF CANADA
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But There's No Scar by Catherine Blackburn is part of The Portrait Gallery of Canada’s Keeping with Myself, which opens Aug. 19 and features 21 lensbased or digital media artists from across Canada.

diplomat and international canada
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The large photographs in Geneviève Cadieux’s Barcelone adorn the outer walls of the National Gallery of Canada.
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MUSEUM LONDON / NATIONAL GALLERY OF CANADA

Esmaa Mohamoud’s exhibition To Play in the Face of Certain Defeat “focusses on the sports world’s suppression of identity,” at the Ottawa Art Gallery.
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CANADIAN WAR MUSEUM/WORLD PRESS PHOTO / MUSEO EGIZIO

Spectacular moments in photojournalism, including a former U.S. Marine at home with his gun collection, make up the World Press
Photo of the Year exhibition at the Canadian War Museum.

locate the Portrait Gallery of Canada in a
dynamic museum in the National Capital
Region, where national and international
visitors of all ages will draw inspiration
from its world-class collection of historical
and contemporary portraits.”
Accordingly, for now the exhibitions are
online only, including Keeping With Myself,
which opens Aug. 19 and features 21 lensbased or digital media artists from across
Canada.
“On a large scale, the exhibition looks
primarily at self-portraiture as a method of
healing,” writes guest curator Darren Pottie, who otherwise works as gallery director at SPAO (School of Photographic Arts
Ottawa). “More specifically, the exhibition
explores how artists create spaces in order
to overcome internal struggle or transition
and fully enact themselves.”
Also online is the exhibition Personae:
Indigenous and Canadian Portraits 1861–
2020, curated by the artist and Portrait
Gallery board member Robert Tombs. It’s
an eclectic selection of portraits, spanning
decades and cultures and communities,
from Christine Fitzgerald’s recent and
defiant portraits of Indigenous women, to
diplomat and international canada

Thaddeus Hollownia’s mid-1970s arresting image of a man and his automobile.
See portraitcanada.ca for more.
Outdoor art

From online to outside — the pandemic
lockdown isn’t a problem if you want to
go to Barcelone, the exhibition by Quebec
artist Geneviève Cadieux at the National
Gallery of Canada.
Nine large photographs of two lovers
are mounted on the exterior wall of the
gallery, and it’s up to passersby to interpret the air of tension between the two
figures, to read their expressions and body
language.
“Barcelone, whose title plays with the
French and English words ‘seul’ and
‘alone,’ speaks to a state of detachment
and distance, as well as a longing for moments of connection and embrace,” the
gallery says on its website. See gallery.ca
for more.
World Press winners

Over at the Canadian War Museum, the
annual exhibition of nominees for the
World Press Photo of the Year award is

Blue faience, New Kingdom, 19th Dynasty, reign
of Seti I (1290–1279 BC) in Queens of Egypt at
the Canadian Museum of History.
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Icons of Beauty - Chantal, (oil on canvas, 91.5 x 91.5 cm) by Jerry Grey at Jean-Claude
Bergeron Gallery.

Benoit Genest-Rouillier's exhibition Portraits and Pesticides is at St-Laurent + Hill Gallery
Aug. 19 to Sept. 14.
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SHAYA ISHAQ / JEAN-CLAUDE BERGERON GALLERY / ST-LAURENT + HILL GALLERY

One of the installation views in Shaya Ishaq’s The Library of Infinities at SAW Gallery.

THE ART WORLD |D E L I G HT S
scheduled for summer, but was waiting
for public-health permission to open.
Check the museum for dates.
The exhibition will be dramatic and
dynamic, with dozens of nominees for
photojournalism awards in categories of
news, sports, environment, nature and
portraits. They range from heart-breaking
to thrilling, with a former U.S. Marine in
his Louisiana backyard with his dozens of
automatic weapons and a flamethrower; a
mother panther leading her kitten through
barbed wire in Florida; and a man literally
fighting his way through a cloud of locusts in Kenya. There are, as always, many
photos of violence and its victims, from
around the world. Watch warmuseum.ca
for more details.
Arts Court double take

There are two exhibitions on Black history
and experience at Arts Court, one in the
Ottawa Art Gallery and one in SAW Gallery, with one set in the world of sports
and the other installed as a library.
At the OAG is Toronto artist Esmaa
Mohamoud’s large-scale exhibition To Play
in the Face of Certain Defeat. The exhibition “focuses on the professional sports
world’s suppression of identity, and the
separation/categorizing of bodies in ways
that transcend competition to overtly embody societal inequality.”
To Play in the Face of Certain Defeat opens
Sept. 18 and runs to March 2022.
At SAW Gallery is Shaya Ishaq’s installation, The Library of Infinities (formerly
exhibited under the title Black Libraries
Matter.) It will be a functioning library,
with structures and seating, and “full of
books, music and created soundscapes
that have helped us navigate our world(s)
recommended by over 100 Black folks living in different parts of Canada,” say the
notes on Ishaq’s website. “In this space,
we acknowledge the erasure of our stories
as a tactic enforced by the settler-colonial
project,” the notes say. “What does a Canadian afro-futuristic utopia that does not
uphold black violence look like?”
The Library of Infinities will be part
of SAW’s grand reopening, tentatively
scheduled for Aug. 5, but check with the
gallery — saw-centre.com — to confirm
dates.

SPAO

Also showing . . .

Beyond van Gogh: Visitors will virtually be
swimming in the paintings of Vincent Van
Gogh in this immersive digital production
by Montreal’s Normal Studios, and presented by RBC and Ottawa Bluesfest. “Usdiplomat and international canada

ing the artist’s own dreams, thoughts and
words to drive the experience as a narrative,” the notes say “guests move along
projection-swathed walls wrapped in light
and colour that swirls, dances, and refocuses into flowers, cafés and landscapes.”
It opens Aug. 5 at Aberdeen Pavilion at
Lansdowne Park. See vangoghottawa.com
for tickets.
Owls Rendezvous: This outdoor exhibition,
created with Little Ray’s Nature Centre,
will see four species of “these charismatic
birds” in newly built habitats on the museum plaza along Argyle Street (regular
museum entry required). There’ll be barn
owls, great-horned owls, snowy owls and
the Eurasian eagle owl, and they’ll have
many hoots to give. Dates TBD, Canadian
Museum of Nature, 240 McLeod St. See
nature.ca for more.

public-health conditions permit, but Ace’s
outdoor installations should be up for
viewing by the time you read this. See
centralartgarage.com for more, Central Art
Garage, 66B Lebreton St. N.
Jerry Grey: Showing in August at JeanClaude Bergeron Gallery, 150 St. Patrick
St., Ottawa, this is a retrospective of the
work of the highly regarded veteran Ottawa painter Jerry Grey. See galeriejeanclaudebergeron.ca for more.
At Home: Hammershøi: Ottawa photographer Leslie Hossack was enraptured with
the painting Sunshine in the Drawing Room,
by Vilhelm Hammershøi at the National
Gallery. “The Hammershøi project is
about confronting and invading our own
foreign territory, crossing into that last
unknown frontier within ourselves. He
uses psychological seduction to entice us
to explore our own interiority,” Hossack
told the National Gallery of Canada Magazine last year. This runs from Sept. 3 to
Oct. 10, Studio Sixty Six, 858 Bank St. See
studiosixtysix.ca for more.
Triennale en métiers d’art: The review of
crafts includes recent work by 12 artists,
including locals Béla Simó, Éric Tardif,
Paula Murray and Thoma Ewen. See
more at gatineau.ca, Sept. 11 to Oct. 17,
Espace Pierre-Debain, 120 rue Principale,
Gatineau.

Victoria Laube’s Encumbrance is among the
graduate work to be exhibited at the School of
Photographic Arts Ottawa.

Mathew Nuqingaq: An exhibition of small
sculptures and fold-formed jewelry by the
Inuit artist Nuqingaq shows at L.A. Pai
Gallery at 13 Murray St., lapaigallery.com,
Aug. 7 to 27.

Queens of Egypt: The female leaders of ancient Egypt have waited a couple of thousand years to be featured at the Museum
of History, so the protracted delay — the
show was originally set for 2020 — seems
bearable. Spectacular artifacts and stories
recall the reigns and influence of the empire’s most powerful women. It’s showing
until Aug. 22 at the Canadian Museum of
History, 100 Laurier St., Gatineau. See historymuseum.ca for more.

Portraits and Pesticides: Artist Benoit Genest-Rouillier has an exhibition of his
work showing at Galerie St-Laurent + Hill,
293 Dalhousie St., galeriestlaurentplushill.
com, Aug. 19 to Sept. 14,

Exhibition No. 16: See new work from the
graduating glass at Ottawa’s only school
dedicated solely to art photography. Runs
until Aug. 20, SPAO, 77 Pamilla St. See
spao.ca for more.

True North: Various artists offer paintings
of the Canadian landscape in a show that
runs until Aug. 31 at Electric Street Gallery, 299 Crichton St. See electric-streetgallery.myshopify.com for more.

Barry Ace: The Ottawa-based Anishinaabe
artist Barry Ace returns with new work.
The indoor exhibition will open when

Contact Peter Simpson at
pete@petersimpson.ca with details of
your upcoming art exhibitions.

Sue Adams: A solo exhibition of new works
on paper and sculpture by Adams runs
from Aug. 4 to Sept. 17 at Sivarulrasa Gallery, 34 Mill St., Almonte. See sivarulrasa.
com for more.
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A trio of summertime eats

Margaret
Dickenson

R

egardless of all that is happening
around us, summer is the time to
celebrate the outdoors — barbecuing, al fresco dining and savouring the
70

flavours of the season. If you are in search
of some easy inspiration, consider my Extraordinary Roast Beef Bites, where mini
popover shells prove to be the perfect
base upon which to build scrumptious
hors d’oeuvres. Although the popovers
may be prepared well in advance, they
actually can be made in a matter of minutes and are at their best when presented
within a couple of hours of baking. To add
a touch of pizzazz to my Tantalizing
Crispy Chicken Wings, I frequently serve
them for a casual evening dinner either al
fresco on the patio or in the dining room,

but always enhanced by the soft glow
of candles. The Extra Light Waffles — a
popular choice for a special breakfast —
also deserve recognition as a dessert with
unquestionable appeal, particularly when
enticingly topped with fresh summer
fruit, decadent crème fraîche and maple
syrup. Bon Appetit!
Extra Light Waffles with Summer Fruits

Makes 4 servings

How to make a summer brunch memorable? After a savoury main dish, complete
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT

HEADSHOT: MICHELLE VALBERG; LARRY DICKENSON

Extra Light Waffles with Summer Fruits are a perfect way to make a breakfast guest feel special.
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½ cup (125 ml) cake flour
2 tsp (10 ml) granulated sugar
1 tsp (5 ml) baking powder
¼ tsp (1 ml) salt
Pinch of baking soda
½ cup (125 ml) water
1 tbsp (15 ml) egg yolk
1 tbsp (15 ml) melted butter
1½ tsp (8 ml) vegetable oil
1 tbsp (15 ml) egg white, beaten until
foamy
1. In a large bowl, sift together flour, sugar,
baking powder, salt and baking soda.
2. In a medium bowl, whisk together milk
and egg yolk. Add to flour mixture and
whisk thoroughly.
3. Whisk butter and oil into the batter, and
then the egg white.
4. Pour batter as required into a preheated
waffle iron; close lid and cook until done.
Extraordinary Roast Beef Cocktail Bites

Makes 16 hors d’oeuvres

Family and guests rave about this hors
d’oeuvre. It’s a creative cocktail twist on
a traditional roast beef dinner. Roast beef
teams up with goat’s cheese, red pepper jelly, a few arugula leaves and a final
touch of horseradish, all layered on mini
popover shells.

Extraordinary Roast Beef Cocktail Bites are a bite-sized version of a roast beef dinner.

the occasion with a serving of these exquisitely light waffles, temptingly garnished
with crème fraîche and fresh summer
fruits.

LARRY DICKENSON

4 individual one portion-sized waffles
(recipe follows)
2/3 cup (170 ml) crème fraîche or sour
cream, divided
1/3 cup (80 ml) maple syrup, divided
1½ cups (375 ml) sliced fresh strawberries
1½ cups (375 ml) sliced fresh peaches
Garnish (optional)
Edible flowers and/or sprigs of fresh
herbs
1. Place each of the 4 waffles on 4 separate
dinner plates.
2. Top each waffle with a dollop (1 tbsp
diplomat and international canada

or 15 ml) of crème fraîche and drizzle with 1 tsp (5 ml) of maple syrup.
Then, add about 1/3 cup (80 ml) of both
sliced fresh strawberries and peaches
b e f o re t o p p i n g w i t h a n o t h e r d o l lop (1 tbsp or 15 ml) of crème fraiche.
3. Artistically, drizzle each waffle and
plate with maple syrup (about 2 tsp or 10
ml.)
4. If desired, garnish each serving with edible flowers and/or sprigs of fresh herbs.
Extra Light Waffles

Makes 1 cup or 250 mL of batter
or 1¼ large “4-segment” Waffles
Who doesn’t like waffles? This quick and
easy recipe makes light waffles that also
freeze well. The recipe can be successfully
multiplied as required.

2 oz (60 g) cooked roast beef/steak (preferably rare), sliced thinly (i.e., 1/6 inch or
0.4 cm)
2 oz (60 g) goat’s cheese (wheel type)
To taste, salt and crushed black peppercorns
16 prepared mini popover shells* (recipe
attached)
32 small fresh arugula leaves
1 1/3 tbsp (20 ml) slightly spicy red pepper
jelly, divided
1 tsp (5 ml) bottled prepared horseradish
1. Divide roast beef into 16 portions; season with salt and crushed black peppercorns. Slice goat’s cheese into ¼ inch (0.6
cm) slices and divide into 16 portions.
2. To each popover shell, add 1/8 of a teaspoon (0.5 ml) of red pepper jelly, then one
dollop of goat’s cheese. Top with 2 arugula
leaves (folded if necessary) and add a second touch of red pepper jelly. (Apply the
jelly in such a way as to glue the leaves together.) Then add a portion of roast beef/
steak (folded as required) and finally, just
a touch of horseradish.
4. If not serving promptly, cover loosely
with plastic wrap and serve within an
hour.
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and the rewarding combination of spices
may make these wings addictive, even if
you aren’t a chicken wing fan. The baking powder draws the moisture out of the
skin, giving the final product its crispiness
while locking in the flavourful juices. Applying dots of tomato paste before grilling
will enhance caramelization and browning.

Tantalizing crispy chicken wings come with a caveat: They are addictive.

Mini Popover Shells

Makes 48 pieces (or 1 cup/250 ml of batter)
Add another tasty dimension to your hors
d’oeuvre repertoire by topping these herbinfused mini popover shells with creative
fillings of choice.
2 to 3 tbsp (30 to 45 ml) soft butter (for buttering pans)
½ cup (125 ml) sifted all-purpose flour
¼ tsp (1 ml) salt
½ cup (125 ml) milk
1½ large eggs
1½ tsp (8 ml) melted butter
1½ tbsp (23 ml) finely chopped fresh dill
weed
1/3 tsp (2 ml) crushed dried tarragon
leaves
1. Heavily butter 4 mini muffin pans with
12 mini cups each.
2. In a medium-sized bowl, sift flour and
salt together.
3. In a second medium-sized bowl, beat
together milk, eggs and melted butter.
Gradually add flour mixture and beat until smooth. Stir in dill weed and tarragon.
4. Let mixture rest refrigerated overnight
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(or for at least 30 minutes at room temperature). (Makes about 1 cup or 250 ml
of batter.)
4. Drop 1 tsp (5 ml) of popover batter into
each buttered cup of the muffin pans.
5. Bake popovers in the centre of a preheated 400 F (200 C) oven until deep,
golden brown in colour (about 8 to 10
minutes).
6. Remove pans from oven, loosen popovers with the tip of a small sharp knife
and transfer to cooling racks. (Note: The
centres will collapse to create mini popover shells.)
Make ahead tip: Mini popovers may be
made in advance. Wrap them in plastic
wrap, place in an airtight container and
store refrigerated for up to 2 days or frozen for weeks. Note: Allow popovers to
return to room temperature before using.
To restore original quality, wrap popovers
in aluminum foil and heat in a preheated
300 F (150 C) oven for just a few minutes.
Tantalizing Crispy Chicken Wings

Makes 4 servings

Warning: The crispiness, caramelization

1. In a small bowl, mix together cumin
seeds, cumin, coriander, nutmeg, salt (first
addition) and chili powder. Set aside.
2. In another small bowl, mix together
baking powder, salt (second addition) and
crushed black peppercorns.
3. Arrange wings in a large baking dish
(or on a platter). Sprinkle with the baking
powder mixture and toss to coat wings
evenly.
4. Place a wire rack over a baking sheet
lined with wax paper. Arrange wings on
the rack and refrigerate for two or three
hours, uncovered.
5. Before baking, allow the wings to come
closer to room temperature; then transfer
the wings to a large baking dish or platter, sprinkle with the spice mixture; toss
to evenly coat. Then sprinkle with minced
garlic and toss to distribute evenly. Finally,
dot with tomato paste and lightly rub over
surface of chicken wings.
6. Brush wings gently, but thoroughly,
with garlic infused olive oil and arrange
on a well-oiled preheated barbecue grill
(400 F or 200 C). Close lid and grill until
first side of wing pieces appears rather
crispy and brown (about 2 to 3 minutes).
7. Promptly turn off one burner and while
turning the wing pieces over, arrange all
of them over the unlit burner. Close lid
and cook until juices run clear (only a matter of minutes). NOTE: Total cooking time
is about 12 minutes.
Margaret Dickenson is a cookbook
author, menu/recipe developer and a protocol, business and etiquette instructor.
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MARGARET DICKENSON

1 tsp (5 ml) cumin seeds
1 tsp (5 ml) ground cumin
2/3 tsp (3.5 ml) ground coriander
½ tsp (3 ml) ground nutmeg
1/3 tsp (2 ml) salt (first addition)
Pinch of chili powder
2½ tsp (13 ml) baking powder
1/3 tsp (2 ml) salt (second addition)
Pinch of crushed black peppercorns
2 lb (900 g) chicken wings, drumettes and
winglets
1 ½ tsp (8 ml) finely minced fresh garlic
1 tbsp (15 ml) tomato paste
1 2/3 tbsp (23 ml) olive oil
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New arrivals
Alfred Kenneth Russell
High Commissioner for Bahamas

Andrea Ferrari
Ambassador of Italy

Oleg V. Stepanov
Ambassador of Russia

After a long career at
the Bahamas Oil Refinery, High Commissioner Russell became
a justice of the peace
and a member of the
housing commission
for the island of Grand
Bahama. He was then responsible for public works as a council representative and
then chairman of the town planning committee for New Providence and The Bahamas.
In 1997, he was elected as a member of
parliament and became minister of public
works in 2001, after which he served as
minister of housing and national insurance.
When he left politics in 2012, he became
owner and operator of two companies
— ALS Construction and Best Home Designs.
In 2019, he received the British Empire
Medal for meritorious service. He was appointed high commissioner to Canada in
November 2020.

Ambassador Ferrari
joined the foreign service in 1990, starting in
the treaty law division,
and then the press and
information service.
His first posting was to
Malaysia in 1992,
where he ran the embassy’s trade office. In
1996, he was posted to Hungary. He returned to the office of the foreign minister
in 2000, until 2004, when he was posted to
Beijing as first counsellor commerce. In
2008, he became ambassador to Qatar.
He returned to the ministry in 2012, in
the directorate general for the promotion
of the Sistema Paese and later to the office
of the minister, where he served as deputy
chief of staff. In 2014, he became deputy
director-general of political affairs and security, and central director for the United
Nations and human rights. In 2016, he was
named ambassador to Cuba.
Ambassador Ferrari is married to Maria
Grazia Mattarella. They have one daughter.

Ambassador Stepanov
graduated from Moscow State University in
1994 with a master ’s
degree in international
journalism and public
relations. He then
joined the foreign ministry North American desk. He has served
as vice-consul in San Francisco and counsellor at the embassy in Georgia.
In 2010, he became minister-counsellor
for political and political-military affairs
at the embassy in the U.S. and a year later,
he was promoted as minister and deputy
chief of mission. From 2016 to 2021, he
served as director of the foreign policy
planning department at the foreign ministry.
The ambassador is a member of two
academic non-governmental organizations
— the Council on Foreign and Defence
Policy and the Russian Foreign Affairs
Council. He is married to Yulia Stepanova
and they have two children, a son and a
daughter.

Bafetigue Ouattara
Ambassador of Côte d’Ivoire

Immaculate Nduku Musili Wambua
High Commissioner for Kenya

Ambassador Ouattara
began his career as a
legal adviser after completing a master ’s in
international relations.
He then studied diplomacy and joined the
foreign ministry as a
senior research analyst in 2004. He was
promoted to deputy director in 2006 and
his first posting came in 2008 when he was
sent to the permanent mission of the
United Nations as counsellor.
He became ambassador and deputy
permanent representative at the United
Nations in 2013 and held the post until he
was assigned to Canada.

High Commissioner
Wambua began her career in the public service in 1988 as
children’s officer at the
ministry of home affairs and national heritage. She held that
position for eight years before becoming
assistant secretary in the office of the president in the department of provincial administration and internal security.
In 2003, she joined the foreign ministry
and held various positions within the
multilateral, Asia Australasia directorates.
In 2006, she was sent to Brussels as first
counsellor and then returned to headquarters as deputy director of the economic
and external trade directorate. She was
sent to Ireland in 2013 as chargé d’affaires,
and later, deputy head of mission. Back at
the ministry in 2018, she became deputy
director of the protocol directorate for
a year before becoming director of the
Americas and Caribbean directorate.

Non-heads of mission
Burkina Faso
Ouampousga Pierre Theodore D. Illy
First secretary
China
Jiangang Li
Minister-counsellor
Congo
Jolie Karungi Sebise
Attaché
Germany
Thomas Ludwig Thiede
Assistant attaché
India
First secretary
Chellappan Gurusubramanian
Israel
Anan Raad
Attaché
Mexico
Arturo Caracas Uribe
Naval attaché
Francisco Alejandro Maldonado Aguilar
Deputy naval attaché
Peru
Catherine Gamarra Dominguez
Third secretary
Edgar Nivaldo Quilca Molina
Assistant military and defence attaché
Slovakia
Peter Vavra
Second secretary
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WHERE ROOMS BECOME AMAZING

INTERIORS

CADIEUX INTERIORS
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1280 Old Innes Rd., Ottawa - Interior Design SERVICES available
diplomat and international canada
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The flavour-packed skin of grapes and why it matters

Tristan
BragagliaMurdock

M

76

Stanners Vineyard is an artisanal, family-owned and operated winery located near the village of
Hillier in Prince Edward County. Try its Pinot Gris Cuivré for a good skin-contact wine.

lighter, more delicate style that may be lost
behind too much tannic grip. Light reds
often ride the line between rosés and reds:
don’t expect to see a Pinot Noir on skins
for too long. It’s about finding that delicate
balance between the textural grip and the
volatile oils and compounds in the skin.
There is often a misconception that
white wines don’t see any skin contact
and this is true for some bottlings. Italianstyled Pinot Grigios tend to have no time
on skins, but they’re also picked early to
retain a high acidity and low alcohol. In
essence, their very being aims to create a
neutral, approachable “house white” style.
A little skin contact can go a long way in
providing more body, texture and truer
iteration of the grape and winemaker’s
intentions.
If the white winemaker decides to
extend skin contact to more than a few
days, the wine will take on even more of
those colour compounds, tannins and skin
characteristics. Depending on the varietal,
these wines might turn orange. Some,
such as Stanners Pinot Gris Cuivré turn a
veritable copper, as the Pinot Gris grape
is more pink-hued than the green most
white grapes tend to be.

Extended maceration into the realm
of orange is typically reserved for highly
aromatic grapes with thicker skins and
higher acid. Flavours of Orange Pekoe
tea, dried white flowers, nuts and tropical
fruits tend to abound, though texturally
the wine will be closer to robust red than
most whites. The acidity is important as
it’ll help keep the tannic grip in check,
while the higher aromatics provide more
depth to the finished wine. Grapes such
as Gewurztraminer, Pinot Gris and Sauvignon Blanc are typical.
Recommendations: Groupe Soleil wine
agency carries a plethora of Blanc de
Noir Champagnes from artisanal growers throughout the region. Stanners Pinot
Gris Cuivré is available from the winery
in Hillier, Prince Edward County, or is
available on its website at www.stannersvineyard.ca.
Classic orange wine producers worth
seeking out are Pheasant’s Tears (from
wine agent All the Right Grapes) and from
Gravner (The Living Vine).
Tristan Bragaglia-Murdock likes pouring
wine at Fauna almost as much as he likes
writing about it, drinking and making it.
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT

REMI THERIAULT

ost wine grapes’ characteristics and colour come from
the skins. Grape pulp houses
sugars, water and acids, but it’s the thin
protective layer that gives the grape its
true character. Tannins, volatile aromatic
compounds and bitterness all come from
the skin. And upon it? Blooms of yeast,
the inoculant for fermentation, can be
found on the skin itself.
Red and white grapes may spend some
time macerating with their skins after being crushed. The varietal, alongside the
winemaker’s choices, will determine how
long the skins are in contact with the juice.
Early on, at colder temperatures and prior
to any alcohol formation, the extraction
process will be slower, gradually speeding
up as the vigours of fermentation heat up
the mixture. The creation of alcohol will
exacerbate this extraction. Deciding when
to remove the juice from skins depends on
the winemaker’s goal.
Notably, almost all reds will see skin
contact: this is where, for the most part,
they derive colour. In a few rare cases,
the pulp is also red and, as such, the juice
when initially pressed will also be red.
These varietals are known as teinturier
grapes. Alicante Bouschet, Marechal
Foch and Saperavi are the most common,
though they are still rarely seen. On the
flip side, Blanc de Noirs Champagne is a
white wine made out of Pinot noir and Pinot Meunier, two red grapes that see zero
time on their skins, making a white wine
from red grapes.
Rosés are typically a lightly pressed
red, and not often a blend of red and
white wines. Rosé Champagne is an outlier, as some red will be blended in postfermentation to add colour. In table wines
and sparklings outside of Champagne, a
short maceration time will give colour and
complexity, ideally without introducing
too many tannins, as the aim is to create a

SAY YES
TO BEAUTIFUL
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1. The Embassy of Japan, in collaboration with the Sogetsu School of Ikebana Ottawa Branch, hosted two
online guided tours of the virtual Sogetsu Ikebana Exhibition. This arrangement, titled Swirl, was made by
Quebec artist Christiane Ryan. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 2. This Ikebana arrangement by artist Michael Charron from
Gatineau, Qué., is titled Fire Works. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 3. To commemorate the 80th anniversary of the June
deportations from the Baltic countries in 1941, the ambassadors of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania stand at the
Garden of the Provinces and Territories, where a memorial to the victims of communism is being built. From
left: Estonian Ambassador Toomas Lukk, Latvian Ambassador Karlis Eihenbaums and Lithuanian Ambassador
Darius Skusevicius. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 4. Peruvian Ambassador Roberto Rodriguez Arnillas spoke at a fullday virtual summit of the Peruvian Canadian Institute hosted by Huntington University. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 5.
Carleton University’s Centre for European Studies hosted a webinar on the EU and COVID-19. Scott L. Greer,
professor of health management and politics at the University of Michigan, presented. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 6.
The embassy of Kazakhstan hosted an online conference about Kazakhstan's role in regional and international
security. The event was presented in collaboration with Carleton University’s EURUS Centre and the University
of Toronto’s Centre for European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies. Yerzhan Saltybayev, director of the Institute
of World Economics and Politics, spoke. (Photo: Ülle Baum)
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1. To mark Georgia’s national day, Niagara Falls was lit up in the country’s national colours. (Photo: Embassy of
Georgia) 2. Georgian Ambassador Konstantine Kavtaradze marked his national day by delivering packages of
Georgian specialties, including a bottle of Georgian wine and a jar of honey, to those who would have been
invited to an in-person event. (Photo: Embassy of Georgia) 3. The Ethiopian Embassy hosted a webinar titled
The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam: an opportunity for co-operation or a cause for confrontation? Lemlem
Fiseha, a lawyer and member of the negotiating team at Ethiopia’s foreign ministry, was one of the panellists.
(Photo: Ülle Baum) 4. Latvian Ambassador Karlis Eihenbaums received an Order of Merit from the Estonian
Central Council in Canada for outstanding contribution to building Latvian relations and advancing Baltic
interests in Canada. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 5. To celebrate National Flag Day, Estonian Ambassador Toomas Lukk
hosted a reception and raised his country’s flag at the new Estonian embassy on Daly Avenue. He stands with
his wife, Piret. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 6. Also at the Estonian flag-raising, from left, Anne-Ly Ader, consul at the
embassy, EU Ambassador Melita Gabric, Ambassador Lukk and his wife, Piret, Latvian Ambassador Karlis Eihenbaums, Maryse Guilbeault, deputy chief of protocol for Canada, Lithuanian Ambassador Darius Skusevicius
and Vanessa Gold, assistant to the ambassador. (Photo: Ülle Baum)
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1. To mark the 175th birthday of Kazakh folk musician Zhambyl Zhabaiuly, the Embassy of Kazakhstan organized
an online musical event. The musician pictured was a participant. (Photo: Ulle Baum) 2. To mark Paraguay’s independence day, outgoing Ambassador Ines Martínez Vallinotti held a flag-raising ceremony at Ottawa City Hall.
From left: Erika Álvarez, minister-counsellor at the Embassy of Dominican Republic and Ambassador Martínez
Vallinotti. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 3. Canada and Paraguay celebrate 60 years of diplomatic relations in 2021. Martínez Vallinotti stands in front of Ottawa City Hall. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 4. The Philippines Consulate General in
Toronto, in co-operation with the Embassy of the Philippines and Consulate Generals of Vancouver and Calgary,
presented a virtual cultural event. Myrna Segismundo, one of the Philippines’ top chefs gave a lecture and cooking demonstration on Filipino cuisine. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 5. To mark the independence day of the Philippines,
Ambassador Rodolfo Robles hosted a flag-raising ceremony at Ottawa City Hall. He’s shown with his wife, Nora.
(Photo: Ülle Baum) 6. Hungarian Ambassador Maria Eva Vass-Salazar hosted an online screening of Hungarian
films related to football to mark Budapest as one of the hosts of the 60th European Football Championship.
(Photo: Ülle Baum)
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1. To mark the 45th year of the EU delegation to Canada, the mission presented a photo exhibition featuring
24 satellite images captured by Copernicus Sentinels. It was presented both as a virtual and in situ experience
in several Canadian cities, including Ottawa, Toronto, Edmonton, Montreal, Halifax and Vancouver throughout
the year. From left: Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson, EU Ambassador Melita Gabric and Kevin McHale, executive
director of the Sparks Street Business Improvement Area at the opening of the exhibition on Sparks Street. The
exhibition stays open until September. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 2. One of the EU exhibit’s 24 satellite images is of
the Mackenzie River Delta in Alberta and the Northwest Territories. (Photo: Ulle Baum) 3. The Embassy of Finland organized a webinar about advancing women's and girls’ rights through technology. Phumzile MlamboNgcuka, executive director of UN Women, was one of the speakers. The event was organized in collaboration
with Global Affairs Canada and the University of Ottawa. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 4. From the same event: Milja
Köpsi, award-winning co-ordinator of the Finnish Mimmit koodaa -program, joined an online panel discussion.
The project encourages women to join the IT sector. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 5. To celebrate Europe Day in Canada,
the European Union flag was raised at Ottawa City Hall and at many cities across Canada. (Photo: Ülle Baum)
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DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS

AFGHANISTAN
His Ex. Mohammad Hassan Soroosh
Yousufzai
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan
240 Argyle St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1B9
613-563-4223 FAX 613-563-4962
contact@afghanemb-canada.net
www.afghanemb-canada.net

AZERBAIJAN
Mr. Fouad Aliyev
Chargé d’affaires
Embassy of the Republic of
Azerbaijan
275 Slater St., Suite 1203
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5H9
613-288-0497 FAX 613-230-8089
azerbaijan@azembassy.ca
www.azembassy.ca

ALBANIA
His Ex. Ermal Muça
Embassy of the Republic of Albania
130 Albert St., Suite 302
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-236-4114 FAX 613-236-0804
embassy.ottawa@mfa.gov.al

BAHAMAS
His Ex. Alfred Kenneth Russell
Bahamas High Commission
99 Bank St., Suite 415
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6B9
613-232-1724 FAX 613-232-0097
Ottawa-mission@bahighco.com

ALGERIA
His Ex. Larbi El Hadj Ali
Embassy of the People’s Democratic
Republic of Algeria
500 Wilbrod St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6N2
613-789-8505 FAX 613-789-1406
info@embassyalgeria.ca
ambalgcan@rogers.com
www.ambalgott.com

BANGLADESH
His Ex. Khalilur Rahman
High Commission for the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh
350 Sparks St., Suite 1100
Ottawa, Ont., K1R 7S8
613-236-0138 FAX 613-567-3213
Mission-ottawa@mofa.gov.bd
www.bdhc.org

ARGENTINA
Her Ex. Josefina Martinez Gramuglia
Embassy of the Argentine Republic
81 Metcalfe St. 7th floor
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6K7
613-236-2351 FAX 613-235-2659
ecana@mrecic.gov.ar
www.ecana.mrecic.gob.ar
ARMENIA
Her Ex. Anahit Harutyunyan
Embassy of the Republic of Armenia
7 Delaware Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0Z2
613-234-3710 FAX 613-234-3444
armcanadaembassy@mfa.am
www.armembassycanada.ca
AUSTRALIA
Her Ex. Natasha Smith
Australian High Commission
50 O’Connor St., Suite 710
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6L2
613-236-0841 FAX 786-7621
www.canada.embassy.gov.au
AUSTRIA
Her Ex. Sylvia Meier-Kajbic
Embassy of the Republic of Austria
445 Wilbrod St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6M7
613-789-1444 FAX 613-789-3431
ottawa-ob@bmeia.gv.at
www.austro.org

BARBADOS
High Commission for Barbados
55 Metcalfe St., Suite 470
Ottawa, Ont., K1P 6L5
613-236-9517 FAX 613-230-4362
ottawa@foreign.gov.bb
www.bahamas.com
BELARUS
Mr. Evgeny Russak
Chargé d’affaires
Embassy of the Republic of Belarus
130 Albert St., Suite 600
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-233-9994 FAX 613-233-8500
canada@mfa.gov.by/ca
consul@mfa.gov.by
BELGIUM
His Ex. Johan Hendrik Verkammen
Embassy of Belgium
360 Albert St., Suite 820
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 7X7
613-236-7267 FAX 613-236-7882
ottawa@diplobel.fed.be
www.diplomatie.be/ottawa
BENIN
Embassy of the Republic of Benin
470 Somerset St. W.
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 5J8
613-233-4429 FAX 613-233-8952
Amba.benin@yahoo.ca

BOLIVIA
Embassy of the Republic of Bolivia
130 Albert St., Suite 416
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-236-5730 FAX 613-236-8237
bolivia@boliviaembassy.ca
www.emboliviacanada.com
BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA
His Ex. Marko Milisav
Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina
17 Blackburn Ave.,
Ottawa, Ont., K1N 8A2
613-236-0028 FAX 613-236-1139
Email: info@bhembassy.ca
www.ambasadabih.ca
BRAZIL
His Ex. Pedro Henrique Lopes Borio
Embassy of the Federative Republic
of Brazil
450 Wilbrod St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6M8
613-237-1090 FAX 613-237-6144
brasemb.ottawa@itamaraty.gov.br
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
His Ex. PG Kamal Bashah PG Ahmad
High Commission for Brunei
Darussalam
395 Laurier Ave. E.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6R4
613-234-5656 FAX 613-234-4397
bhco@bellnet.ca
BULGARIA
Her Ex. Svetlana StoychevaEtropolski
Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria
325 Stewart St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6K5
613-789-3215 FAX 613-789-3524
embgottawa@hotmail.com
BURKINA FASO
His Ex. Athanase Boudo
Embassy of Burkina Faso
48 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J4
613-238-4796 FAX 613-238-3812
burkina.faso@sympatico.ca
www.ambaburkina-canada.org
CAMEROON
High Commission for the Republic of
Cameroon
170 Clemow Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 2B4
613-236-1522 FAX 613-236-3885
cameroon@rogers.com/
camerouin@gmail.com
www.hc-cameroon-ottawa.org

CHAD
His Ex. Mahamat Ali Adoum
Embassy of the Republic of Chad
350 Sparks St., Suite 802
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 7S8
613-680-3322 / 613-421-1189
FAX 613-695-6622
info@chadembassy.ca
www.chadembassy.ca
CHILE
His Ex. Raúl Eduardo Fernández
Embassy of the Republic of Chile
50 O’Connor St., Suite 1413
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6L2
613-235-9940 FAX 613-235-1176
icaceres@minrel.gob.cl
www.chile.ca
CHINA
His Ex. Peiwu Cong
Embassy of the People’s Republic of
China
515 St. Patrick St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 5H3
613-789-3434 FAX 613-789-1911
Chinesembassy.ca@gmail.com
ca.china-embassy.org
COLOMBIA
His Ex. Jorge Londono
Embassy of the Republic of Colombia
360 Albert St., Suite 1002
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 7X7
613-230-3760 FAX 613-230-4416
ecanada@cancilleria.gov.co
CONGO
His Ex. Roger Julien Menga
Embassy of the Republic of the Congo
info@ambacongo-us.org
CONGO (D.R.)
Embassy of the DRC
18 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J3
613-230-6582 FAX 613-230-1945
ambardcongocan@rogers.com
COSTA RICA
His Ex. Mauricio Ortiz Ortiz
Embassy of the Republic of Costa Rica
350 Sparks St., Suite 701
Ottawa, ON, K1R 7S8
613-562-2855 FAX 613-562-2582
embcr-ca@rree.go.cr
www.costaricaembassy.com
CÔTE D’IVOIRE
His Ex. Bafetigue Ouattara
Embassy of the Republic of Côte
d’Ivoire
9 Marlborough Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8E6
613-236-9919 FAX 613-563-8287
ambci.info@rogers.com
www.ambaci-ottawa.org

The Star Motors of Ottawa
Diplomatic Program.
Unique privileges available to
ambassadors, embassy staff
members and family. Ask us.

starmotors.ca/diplomat

Star Motors of Ottawa

400 West Hunt Club Road 613.737.7827 (STAR)
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CUBA
Her Ex. Josefina de la Caridad Vidal
Ferreiro
Embassy of the Republic of Cuba
388 Main St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 1E3
613-563-0141 FAX 613-563-0068
embacuba@embacubacanada.net
misiones.minrex.gob.cu/en/canada
CYPRUS
His Ex. Vasilios Philippou
High Commission for the Republic
of Cyprus
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1002
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1P1
613-563-9763 FAX 613-563-1953
ottawahighcom@mfa.gov.cy
CZECH REPUBLIC
His Ex. Borek Lizec
Embassy of the Czech Republic
251 Cooper St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0G2
613-562-3875 FAX 613-562-3878
ottawa@embassy.mzv.cz
DENMARK
Her Ex. Hanne Fugl Eskjaer
Royal Danish Embassy
47 Clarence St., Suite 450
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 9K1
613-562-1811
ottamb@um.dk
canada.um.dk
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Her Ex. Michelle Cohen de
Friedlander
Embassy of the Dominican Republic
130 Albert St., Suite 1605
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-569-9893 FAX 613-569-8673
info@drembassy.org
www.drembassy.org
ECUADOR
His Ex. Diego Stacey-Moreno
Embassy of the Republic of Ecuador
99 Bank St., Suite 230
Ottawa, ON K1P 6B9
613-563-8206 FAX 613-235-5776
embassy@embassyecuador.ca
www.embassyecuador.ca
EGYPT
His Ex. Ahmed Abu Zeid
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1100
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1P1
613-234-4931 FAX 613-234-4398
egyptembottawa@gmail.com
EL SALVADOR
His Ex. Ricardo Cisneros
Embassy of the Republic of El
Salvador
209 Kent St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1Z8
613-238-2939 FAX 613-238-6940
elsalvadorottawa@rree.gov.sv
ESTONIA
His Ex. Toomas Lukk
Embassy of the Republic of Estonia
260 Dalhousie St., Suite 210
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 7E4
613-789-4222 FAX 613-789-9555
embassy.ottawa@mfa.ee
www.estemb.ca

ETHIOPIA
Her Ex. Nasise Challi Jira
275 Slater St., Suite 1501
Ottawa, Ont., K1P 5H9
613-565-6637 x 214 FAX 613-565-9175
info@ethioembassycanada.org
ethioconsulatecanada.org

GUINEA
His Ex. Aly Diane
Embassy of the Republic of Guinea
483 Wilbrod St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6N1
613-789-8444 FAX 613-789-7560
Ambagui.canada@maegn.net

EUROPEAN UNION
Her Ex. Melita Gabric
Delegation of the European Union
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1900
Ottawa, ON K2P1P1
613-238-6464 FAX 613-238-5191
Delegation-Canada@eeas.europa.eu

GUYANA
High Commission for the Republic
of Guyana
123 Slater St., Suite 902
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5H2
613-235-7249 FAX 613-235-1447
guyanahcott@rogers.com

FINLAND
His Ex. Roy Eriksson
Embassy of the Republic of Finland
55 Metcalfe St., Suite 850
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6L5
613-288-2233 FAX 613-288-2244
embassy.ott@formin.fi

HAITI
His Ex. Wien-Weibert Arthus
Embassy of the Republic of Haiti
85 Albert St., Suite 1110,
Ottawa, Ont., K1P 5G4
613-238-1628 FAX 613-238-2986
info@ambassade-haiti.ca

FRANCE
Her Ex. Kareen Rispal
Embassy of France
42 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 2C9
613-789-1795 FAX 613-562-3735
politique@ambafrance-ca.org
www.ambafrance-ca.org

HOLY SEE
Apostolic Nunciature
724 Manor Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 0E3
613-746-4914 FAX 613-746-4786
nuntiatura@nuntiatura.ca

GABON
Embassy of the Gabonese Republic
4 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J5
613-232-5301 FAX 613-232-6916
info@ambassadegabon.ca
GEORGIA
His Ex. Konstantine Kavtaradze
Embassy of Georgia
340 Albert St., Suite 940 Ottawa, ON
K1R 7Y6
613-421-0460 FAX 613-680-0394
ottawa.emb@mfa.gov.ge
GERMANY
Her Ex. Sabine Sparwasser
Embassy of the Federal Republic of
Germany
1 Waverley St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0T8
613-232-1101 FAX 613-594-9330
info@ottawa.diplo.de
www.ottawa.diplo.de
GHANA
High Commission for the Republic
of Ghana
1 Clemow Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 2A9
613-236-0871 FAX 613-236-0874
ottawa@mfa.gov.gh
www.ghc-ca.com
GREECE
Her Ex. Konstantina Athanassiadou
Embassy of the Hellenic Republic
80 MacLaren St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0K6
613-238-6271 FAX 613-238-5676
gremb.otv@mfa.gr
www.mfa.gr/canada
GUATEMALA
Her Ex. Guisela Godinez Sazo
Embassy of the Republic of
Guatemala
130 Albert St., Suite 1010
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-233-7237 FAX 613-233-0135
embassy1@embaguate-canada.com
www.embaguate-canada.com
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HONDURAS
Her Ex. Sofia Cerrato Rodriguex
Embassy of the Republic of Honduras
130 Albert St., Suite 805
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 1B1
613-233-8900 FAX 613-232-0193
dbonilla@embassyhonduras.hn
HUNGARY
Her Ex. Maria Vass-Salazar
Embassy of Hungary
299 Waverley St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0V9
613-230-2717 FAX 613-230-7560
mission.ott@mfa.gov.hu
ottawa.mfa.gov.hu/eng
ICELAND
His Ex. Pétur Ásgeirsson
Embassy of Iceland
360 Albert St., Suite 710
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 7X7
613-482-1944 FAX 613-482-1945
icemb.ottawa@utn.stjr.is www.iceland.
org.ca
INDIA
His Ex. Ajay Bisaria
High Commission for the Republic
of India
10 Springfield Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 1C9
613-744-3751 FAX 613-744-0913
hoc.ottawa@mea.gov.in
www.hciottawa.ca
INDONESIA
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia
55 Parkdale Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1Y 1E5
613-724-1100 FAX 613-724-1105
publicaffairs@indonesia-ottawa.org
www.indonesia.ottawa.org
IRAN
Embassy of the Islamic Republic
of Iran
245 Metcalfe St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 2K2
IRAQ
His Ex. Wadee Batti Hanna Al-Batti
Embassy of the Republic of Iraq
215 McLeod St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0Z8
613-236-9177 FAX 613-236-9641
www.iqem.cs
media@iqb.ca
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CROATIA
His Ex. Vice Skracic
Embassy of the Republic of Croatia
229 Chapel St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 7Y6
613-562-7820 FAX 613-562-7821
croemb.ottawa@mvep.hr
ca.mvep.hr/en/

IRELAND
His Ex. Eamonn McKee
Embassy of Ireland
130 Albert St., Suite 1105
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-233-6281 FAX 613-233-5835
embassyofireland@rogers.com
www.embassyofireland.ca
ISRAEL
Embassy of Israel
50 O’Connor St., Suite 1005
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6L2
613-750-7500 FAX 613-750-7555
info@ottawa.mfa.gov.il
www.embassies.gov.il/ottawa
ITALY
His Ex. Andrea Ferrari
Embassy of the Italian Republic
275 Slater St., 21st Floor
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5H9
613-232-2401 FAX 613-233-1484
ambasciata.ottawa@esteri.it
www.ambottawa.esteri.it
JAMAICA
Her Ex. Sharon Joyce Miller
Jamaican High Commission
350 Sparks St., Suite 910
Ottawa, ON, K1R 7S8
613-233-9311 FAX 613-233-0611
executiveassistant@jhcottawa.ca
JAPAN
His Ex. Yasuhisa Kawamura
Embassy of Japan
255 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 9E6
613-241-8541 FAX 613-241-2232
infocul@ot.mofa.go.jp
www.ca.emb-japan.go.jp
JORDAN
His Ex. Majed Thalji Salem Alqatarneh
Embassy of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan
100 Bronson Ave., Suite 701
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 6G8
613-238-8090 FAX 613-232-3341
www.embassyofjordan.ca
ottawa@fm.gov.jo (embassy)
ottawa-consular@fm.gov.jo (consular)
KAZAKHSTAN
His Ex. Akylbek Kamaldinov
Embassy of the Republic
of Kazakhstan
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1603-1604
Ottawa, Ont., K2P 1P1
613-695-8055 FAX 613-695-8755
ottawa@mfa.kz
www.kazembassy.ca
KENYA
Her Ex. Immaculate Nduku Musili
Wambua
High Commission for the Republic
of Kenya
415 Laurier Ave. E.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6R4
613-563-1773 FAX 613-233-6599
balozi@kenyahighcommission.ca
www.kenyahighcommission.ca
KOREA, REPUBLIC
His Ex. Chang Keung Ryong
Embassy of the Republic of Korea
150 Boteler St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 5A6
613-244-5010 FAX 613-244-5034
canada@mofa.go.kr
can-ottawa.mofa.go.kr
KOSOVO
His Ex. Adriatik Kryeziu
Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo
200 Elgin St., Suite 501
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1L5
613-569-2828 FAX 613-569-4848
Embassy.canada@rks-gov.net
www.mfa-ks.net
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KUWAIT
Her Ex. Reem Mohammed Khaled
Zaid Al Khaled
Embassy of the State of Kuwait
333 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, Ont., K1N 1J9
613-780-9999 FAX 613-780-9905
ambassadoroffice@kuwaitembassy.ca
www.embassyofkuwait.ca
LATVIA
His Ex. Karlis Eihenbaums
Embassy of the Republic of Latvia
350 Sparks St., Suite 1200
Ottawa, Ont., K1R 7S8
613-238-6014 FAX 613-238-7044
embassy.canada@mfa.gov.lv
www.mfa.gov.lv/ottawa/
LEBANON
His Ex. Fadi Ziadeh
Embassy of Lebanon
640 Lyon St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 3Z5
613-236-5825 FAX 613-232-1609
info@lebanonembassy.ca
www.lebanonembassy.ca
LESOTHO
High Commission for the Kingdom
of Lesotho
130 Albert St., Suite 1820 Ottawa, ON
K1P 5G4
613-234-0770 Fax 613-234-5665
lesotho.ottawa@bellnet.ca
LIBYA
Mr. Omar Alghanai
Chargé d’affaires
Embassy of Libya
170 Laurier Ave. W., Suite 710
Ottawa, Ont., K1P 5V5
613-842-7519, 613-680-2009
FAX 613-842-8627
assistant@embassyoflibya.ca
www.embassyoflibya.ca
LITHUANIA
His Ex. Darius Skusevičius
Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1600
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1
613-567-5458 FAX 613-567-5315
ca.mfa.lt
www.lithuanianembassy.ca
MADAGASCAR
Embassy of the Republic of
Madagascar
3 Raymond St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 1A3
613-567-0505 FAX 613-567-2882
ambamadcanada@gmail.com
www.madagascar-embassy.ca
MALAYSIA
High Commission for Malaysia
60 Boteler St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8Y7
613-241-5182 FAX 613-241-5214
mwottawa.kln@1govuc.gov.my
MALI
Her Ex. Fatima Braoulé Meite
Embassy of the Republic of Mali
50 Goulburn Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8C8
613-232-1501 FAX 613-232-7429
ambassade@ambamali.ca
www.ambamalicanada.org
MEXICO
His Ex. Juan José Gómez Camacho
Embassy of the United Mexican States
45 O’Connor St., Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 1A4
613-233-8988 FAX 613-235-9123
infocan@sre.gob.mx
www.embamexcan.com
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MOLDOVA
His Ex. Emil Druc
Embassy of the Republic of Moldova
275 Slater St., Suite 801
Ottawa, ON K1P 5H9
613-695-6167 FAX 613-695-6164
ottawa@mfa.md
www.canada.mfa.md

NORWAY
His Ex. Jon Elvedal Fredriksen
Royal Norwegian Embassy
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1300
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1
613-238-6571 FAX 613-238-2765
emb.ottawa@mfa.no
www.emb-norway.ca

ROMANIA
His Ex. Bogdan Manoiu
Embassy of Romania
655 Rideau St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6A3
613-789-3709 FAX 613-789-4365
ottawa@mae.ro
ottawa.mae.ro

MONGOLIA
His Ex. Ariunbold Yadmaa
Embassy of Mongolia
151 Slater St., Suite 503
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5H3
613-569-3830 FAX 613-569-3916
mongolia@rogers.com

PAKISTAN
His Ex. Raza Bashir Tarar
High Commission for the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan
10 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J3
613-238-7881 FAX 613-238-7296
pahicottawa@mfa.gov.pk
parepottawa@rogers.com

RUSSIA
His Ex. Oleg V. Stepanov
Embassy of the Russian Federation
285 Charlotte Street
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8L5
613-235-4341 FAX 613-236-6342
info@rusembassy.ca
www.rusembassy.ca

MOROCCO
Her Ex. Souriya Otmani
Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco
38 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J4
613-236-7391 FAX 613-236-6164
sifamaot@bellnet.ca
www.ambamaroc.ca/Nouveau/siteAmba.html
MYANMAR
Embassy of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar
336 Island Park Dr.
Ottawa, Ont., K1Y OA7
613-232-9990 FAX. 613-232-6999
meottawa@rogers.com
NEPAL
His Ex. Bhrigu Dhungana
Embassy of Nepal
408 Queen St.
Ottawa, ON K1R 5A7
613-680-5513 FAX 613-422-5149
nepalembassy@rogers.com
NETHERLANDS
Her Ex. Goverdina Christina
Coppolse
Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands
350 Albert Street, Suite 2020
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 1A4
613-670-6038 FAX 613-237-6471
Ott-bb@minbuza.nl
NEW ZEALAND
His Ex. Martin Wilford Harvey
New Zealand High Commission
150 Elgin St., Suite 1401
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1L4
613-238-5991 FAX 613-238-5707
info@nzhcottawa.org
www.nzembassy.com/canada
NICARAGUA
His Ex. Maurizio Carol Gelli
Embassy of the Republic of Nicaragua
104 Black Maple Pte.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 0T7
embanic.ca@gmail.com
NIGERIA
His Ex. Adeyinka Olatokunbo Asekun
High Commission for the Federal
Republic of Nigeria
295 Metcalfe St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1R9
613-236-0521 FAX 613-236-0529
chancery@nigeriahcottawa.ca
www.nigeriahcottawa.ca
NORTH MACEDONIA
Embassy of the Republic
of North Macedonia
130 Albert St., Suite 1006
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-234-3882 FAX 613-233-1852
ottawa@mfa.gov.mk

PALESTINE
Mr Nabil Marouf
Chief representative
Palestinian General Delegation
18 The Driveway
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 9C6
613-736-0053 FAX 613-736-0535
palestinegd@gmail .com
PANAMA
Her Ex. Romy Vasquez Morales
Embassy of the Republic of Panama
130 Albert St., Suite 803
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-236-7177 FAX 613-236-5775
info@embassyofpanama.ca
PARAGUAY
Embassy of the Republic of Paraguay
130 Albert St., Suite 418
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-567-1283 FAX 613-567-1679
embaparcanada@mre.gov.py
www.mre.gov.py/Sitios/Home/
Index/embapar-canada/EN-CA
PERU
His Ex. Roberto Rafael Max
Rodriguez Arnillas
Embassy of the Republic of Peru
130 Albert St., Suite 1901
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-238-1777 FAX 613-232-3062
embassy@embassyofperu.ca
PHILIPPINES
His Ex. Rodolfo Robles
Embassy of the Republic of the
Philippines
30 Murray St.,
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 5M4
613-233-1121 FAX 613-233-4165
embassyofphilippines@rogers.com
POLAND
His Ex. Andrzej Kurnicki
Embassy of the Republic of Poland
443 Daly Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6H3
613-789-0468 FAX 613-789-1218
ottawa.info@msz.gov.pl
www.ottawa.mfa.gov.pl
PORTUGAL
His Ex. Joao do Carmo Ataide da
Câmara
Embassy of Portugal
645 Island Park Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1Y 0B8
613-729-0883 FAX 613-729-4236
ottawa@mne.pt
QATAR
His Ex. Saoud bin Abdullah Zaid
Al-Mahmoud
Embassy of the State of Qatar
150 Metcalfe St., 8th and 12th Floor
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1P1
613-241-4917 FAX 613-241-3304
ottawa@mfa.gov.qa
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RWANDA
His Ex. Prosper Higiro
High Commission for the Republic of
Rwanda
294 Albert Street, Suite 404
Ottawa, Ont., K1P 6E6 613-5695420/22/24 FAX 613-569-5421/5423
gereralinfo@ambarwa@ottawa.ca
SAINT KITTS & NEVIS
Her. Ex. Vaughna Sherry Tross
High Commission of Saint Kitts & Nevis
421 Besserer St.
Ottawa, Ont., K1N 6B9
613-518-2447 FAX 613-695-2449
mission@hcstkittsnevis.ca
SAUDI ARABIA
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia
201 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, ON K1N 1K6
613-237-4100 FAX 613-237-0567
caemb@mofa.gov.sa
www.saudiembassy.ca
SENEGAL
Her Ex. Viviane Laure Elizabeth
Bampassy
Embassy of the Republic of Senegal
57 Marlborough Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8E8
613-238-6392 FAX 613-238-2695
info@ambsencanada.org
SERBIA
His Ex. Dejan Ralevic
Embassy of the Republic of Serbia
21 Blackburn Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8A2
613-233-6280 FAX 613-233-7850
diplomat@serbianembassy.ca
www.ottawa.mfa.gov.rs
SLOVAK REPUBLIC
His Ex. Vít Koziak
Embassy of the Slovak Republic
50 Rideau Terr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 2A1
613-749-4442 FAX 613-749-4989
emb.ottawa@mzv.sk
www.mzv.sk/ottawa
SLOVENIA
Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 2200
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1P1
613-565-5781 FAX 613-565-5783
sloembassy.ottawa@gov.si
www.ottawa.embassy.si
SOMALIA
His Ex. Hassan Dahir Dimbil
Embassy of Somalia
ottawaembassy@mfa.gov.so
SOUTH AFRICA
Her Ex. Sibongiseni Yvonne DlaminiMntambo
High Commission for the Republic of
South Africa
15 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 1M8
613-744-0330 FAX 613-741-1639
rsafrica@southafrica-canada.ca
www.southafrica-canada.ca
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SRI LANKA
High Commission for the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
333 Laurier Ave. W., Suite 1204
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 1C1
613-233-8449 FAX 613-238-8448
slhcit@rogers.com
www.srilankahcottawa.org
SUDAN
Embassy of the Republic of the Sudan
354 Stewart St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6K8
613-235-4000 FAX 613-235-6880
sudanembassy-canada@rogers.com
www.sudanembassy.ca/
SWEDEN
His Ex. Urban Christian Ahlin
Embassy of Sweden
377 Dalhousie St., Suite 305
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 9N8
613-244-8200 FAX 613-241-2277
sweden.ottawa@gov.se
www.swedishembassy .ca
SWITZERLAND
Her Ex. Salome Meyer
Embassy of Switzerland
5 Marlborough Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8E6
613-235-1837 FAX 613-563-1394
ottawa@eda.admin.ch
SYRIA
Embassy of the Syrian Arab Republic
46 Cartier St.
Ottawa, ON K2P 1J3
613-569-5556 FAX 613-569-3800
TAIWAN
Mr. Winston Wen-yi Chen
Representative
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
45 O’Connor St., Suite 1960
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 1A4
613-231-5080 FAX 613-231-7235
can@mofa.gov.tw
www.roc-taiwan.org/ca
TANZANIA
His Ex. Mpoki Mwasumbi Ulisubisya
High Commission for the United
Republic of Tanzania
50 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J4
613-232-1509 FAX 613-232-5184
contact@tzrepottawa.ca
www.tanzaniahighcommission.ca

THAILAND
His Ex. Kallayana Vipattipumiprates
The Royal Thai Embassy
180 Island Park Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1Y 0A2
613-722-4444 FAX 613-722-6624
contact@thaiembassy.ca
www.thaiembassy.ca

UNITED KINGDOM
Her Ex. Susan Jane le Jeune
d’Allegeershecque
British High Commission
80 Elgin St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5K7
613-237-1530 FAX 613-232-0738
ukincanada@fco.gov.uk
www.ukincanada.fco.gov.uk

TOGO
Embassy of the Togolese Republic
12 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J3
613-238-5916 FAX 613-235-6425
ambatogoca@hotmail.com
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
His Ex. Dennis Daniel Moses
High Commission for the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago
200 First Ave., 3rd Floor
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 2G6
613-232-2418 FAX 613-232-4349
hcottawa@foreign.gov.tt
TUNISIA
His Ex. Mohamed Imed Torjemane
Embassy of the Republic of Tunisia
515 O’Connor St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 3P8
613-237-0330 FAX 613-237-7939
ambtun13@bellnet.ca

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Embassy of the United States of
America
490 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 1G8
613-238-5335 FAX 613-688-3088
ca.usembassy.gov

ZIMBABWE
Her Ex. Ruth Masodzi Chikwira
Embassy of the Republic of
Zimbabwe
332 Somerset St. W.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0J9 613-421-2824
FAX 613-422-7403
zimottawa@zimfa.gov.zw
www.zimembassyottawa.com

We keep these listings for the benefit
of our readers and the embassies
based in Ottawa. But we need your
help to keep them up to date. Kindly
email editor@diplomatonline.com
to share any changes to your head
of mission, address, phone number,
email or website with us.

URUGUAY
His Ex. Martin Alejandro Vidal
Delgado Embassy of the Oriental
Republic of Uruguay
55 Metcalfe St., Suite 800
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6L5
613-234-2727 FAX 613-233-4670
urucanada@mrree.gub.uy

TURKEY
His Ex. Kerim Uras
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
197 Wurtemburg St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8L9
613-244-2470 FAX 613-789-3442
embassy.ottawa@mfa.gov.tr
www.turkishembassy.com

VENEZUELA
His Ex. Orlando José Viera
Blanco Embassy of the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela
32 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J4
613-235-5151 FAX 613-235 3205
embajada@ca.embajadavenezuela.org
ca.embajadavenezuela.org

UGANDA
Her Ex. Joy Ruth Acheng
High Commission for the Republic
of Uganda
350 Sparks St., Suite 1210
Ottawa, Ont., K1R 7S8
613-789-7797 FAX 613-789-8909
uhc@ugandahighcommission.com
www.ugandahighcommission.ca
UKRAINE
His Ex. Andriy Shevchenko
Embassy of Ukraine
310 Somerset St., W.
Ottawa, Ont., K2P 0J9
613-230-2961 FAX 613-230-2400
emb_ca@mfa.gov.ua www.ukremb.ca
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
His Ex. Fahad Saeed M.A. Alraqbani
125 Boteler St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 0A4
613-565-7272 FAX 613-565-8007
Consulate FAX 613-565-1444
ottawaemb.reception@mofaic.gov.ae

UN REFUGEE AGENCY
Her Ex. Rema Jamous Imseis
UNHCR Representative in Canada
280 Albert St., Suite 401
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G8
613-232-0909 FAX 613-230-1855
www.unhcr.ca

zhc.ottawa@bellnet.ca

VIETNAM
His Ex. Cao Phong Pham
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam
55 MacKay St.
Ottawa, K1M 2B3
613-236-0772 FAX 613-236-2704
vietnamembassy@rogers.com
www.vietem-ca.com
YEMEN
His Ex. Jamal Abdullah Yahya
Al-Sallal
Embassy of the Republic of Yemen
54 Chamberlain Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 1V9
613-729-6627 FAX 613-729-8915
yeminfo@yemenembassy.ca
www.yemenembassy.ca
ZAMBIA
His Ex. Felix Nicholas Mfula
High Commission for the Republic
of Zambia
151 Slater St., Suite 205
Ottawa, Ont.
K1B 5H3
613-232-4400 FAX 613-232-4410

It is time to talk about your wishes.
Beechwood Cemetery, we are always here to
help get the conversation started. Contact us
today, for your no-obligation appointment.
280 Beechwood Ave, Ottawa - 613-741-9530 – www.beechwoodottawa.ca
Owned by the Beechwood Cemetery Foundation and
operated by The Beechwood Cemetery Company

diplomat and international canada
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SPAIN
His Ex. Enrique Ruiz Molero
Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain
74 Stanley Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 1P4
613-747-2252 FAX 613-744-1224
emb.ottawa@maec.es
www.exteriores.gob.es/embajadas/
Ottawa
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Theatre, murals and summer fun: 9 things to do
By Patrick Langston

The Oeno Gallery Sculpture Garden, pictured here, is located on the Huff Estates Winery’s property in Bloomfield. It’s a changing display of 60 steel,
granite and bronze sculptures, all of which are for sale.

Sexy Laundry and the Queen: COVID-19
means live theatre is still mostly a no-go in
the Ottawa area. Thousand Islands Playhouse, in leafy Gananoque about an hour
and a half south of Ottawa, is an exception. It has scheduled four indoor, socially
distanced shows by Canadian playwrights. They include, in August, Michele
Riml’s Sexy Laundry, a light but funny
show about a long-married couple trying
86

to reignite their marriage. More substantial is Serving Elizabeth by Marcia Johnson
(a different production of the same play is
part of the Stratford Festival this summer).
Opening in early October, the show shifts
between 1952 Kenya and 2015 London as
it delves into colonialism, monarchy and
inclusion. 1000islandsplayhouse.com
Where sculptures grow: The Oeno Gallery Sculpture Garden at Huff Estates
Winery in Bloomfield, Prince Edward
County, is the outdoor home for a changing display of 60 steel, granite and bronze
sculptures in a 1.6-hectare setting of
walking paths, maple and poplar groves,
gardens and more. Some of the sculptures
are monumental and they are all for sale.
About 90 minutes west of Oeno and near
Peterborough is ZimArt, where dozens of
stone sculptures by Zimbabwean artists
sit in a park-like setting overlooking Rice
Lake and the Northumberland Hills. Like
Oeno, admission is free and the sculptures

are for sale. Visitors to ZimArt can picnic
on the grounds, and evening outdoor concerts are planned for this summer. zimart.
ca. Bonus: Prince Edward County is home
to wineries, art studios and beaches. oenogallery.com.
Easy hiking in the west end: Salamanders, wildflowers, a red-tailed hawk (if
you’re lucky) and gorgeous views of the
Ottawa River and the Quebec shoreline
beyond — Sheila McKee Park is an underappreciated gem in Dunrobin, just north
of Kanata. The two kilometres of trails are
an easy hike, even for youngsters, and the
woods are a balm for the addled mind.
And here’s an insider’s tip: The park is
close to Pinhey’s Point Historic Site, a
green space that rolls down to the Ottawa
River and features a nearly 200-year-old
manor house (now a museum) and surrounding ruins. The site is a fine spot to
picnic and relax for free. The manor house
has admission by donation. ottawa.ca
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ZACHARY SHUNOCK, COURTESY OF OENO GALLERY

N

o question: It’s high time to rediscover the pleasures of local travel.
Many public safety restrictions
remain in place, but at the time of writing,
opportunities for day and overnight trips
were opening up in Ontario and Quebec.
Our nine suggestions emphasize the outdoors (it is summer, after all) and even
include a bit of time travel. Before setting
out, remember to check on interprovincial
travel regulations, masking requirements
and whether the destination is open for
business.
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fire hall and homes. The pandemic may
limit access to building interiors. ottawa.ca
Mural mania: Ottawa buildings and other
paintable surfaces are home to an array of
murals and graffiti that celebrate neighbourhood histories and offer artists broad
canvasses for their imaginations. Westboro
— always a great place for a stroll — is
especially rich in murals, many of them
painted by former Ottawa artist Shaun
McInnis. Westboro murals include McInnis’s panoramic tribute to his nephew and
the joys of boyhood on the Scotiabank
building at 388 Richmond Rd. and a multiartist celebration of youth at the Granite

MIRIAM BARIL-TESSIER / WESTBORO VILLAGE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA

The 18-metre observation tower, with its view of a dozen lakes and surrounding forests, is a
highlight of Mont Morissette Regional Park.

Time travel: If you’re on a road trip this
summer, why not take along Tom Russell?
The American singer/songwriter’s 1999
album, The Man From God Knows Where,
makes a dandy travelling companion
with its musical portraits of 19th- and
20th-Century immigrants and working
class families in places such as Missouri,
Iowa and California. One of the U.S.’s best
songwriters, Russell, along with a bevy of
guest artists, blends the universal and the
particular in vivid stories of farm wives,
an Irish kid arriving at Ellis Island, a father with big dreams, and others. Buy the
album at amazon.com if you can't find it
in local record shops.

as an Inuit garden, while the rooftop
garden on the Canadian War Museum is
one of the largest in North America. The
expansive Central Experimental Farm
includes ornamental plantings and the
Fletcher Wildlife Garden. In Westboro, the
national historic site of Maplelawn boasts
a 19th-Century walled garden. A drive to
Gatineau Park’s 231-hectare Mackenzie
King Estate, the one-time summer home
of Canada’s longest-serving prime minister, rewards you with luxuriant gardens
and walking trails. See gardenpromenade.
ca for more on this year’s riot of colours,
textures and fragrances.

Taking the long view: The 18-metre observation tower, with its view of a dozen
lakes and surrounding forests, is a highlight of Mont Morissette Regional Park
in the Quebec municipality of Blue Sea,
115 kilometres north of Ottawa. What else
can you do there? How about hiking (12
kilometres of marked trails), access to the
small beach at Lac Blue Sea, a tour of the
art gallery in a former Blue Sea manse and
an overnight stay at the enticingly named
Camping Insolite CarpeDiem on Lake
Edja? tourismeoutaouais.com

Beach time: With forecasters calling for a
steamy summer in Ottawa, Petrie Island
in Orléans will be popular. The extensive
conservation and recreation area on the
Ottawa River includes sandy beaches with
swimming, along with canoeing, kayaking and hiking. A mix of wetlands, forests
and open areas, it’s also a favourite spot of
naturalists and anyone who enjoys birding
or watching turtles laze away the hours
sunbathing on logs. Also, the village of
Cumberland is a 10-minute drive east of
Petrie Island along Highway 174. Highlights include the Black Walnut Bakery at
the corner of Highway 174 and Cameron
Street and the Cumberland Heritage Village Museum at 2940 Old Montreal Rd.
The 100-acre museum showcases rural
and village life in the 1920s and 30s with
dozens of heritage and reproduction
buildings, including a fine old church, a

Gardens galore: Public and community
gardens in the National Capital Region
are about more than just tulips. The manicured grounds of Rideau Hall — home
to the governor general of Canada, a role
currently unfilled — feature traditional
British rose gardens and rockeries as well
diplomat and international canada

This mural by Shaun McInnis is on the side of
the Scotiabank in Westboro.

Curling Club, 206 Scott St. Buildings get
knocked down and weather takes its toll
on outdoor art, but the map of local murals and graffiti at houseofpaint.ca is still
an excellent guide to what’s viewable.
Eco-tourism in the Outaouais: Over the
past 24 years, Michel Leclair has fashioned
Eco-Odyssée, a 70-acre water maze and
canal system in marsh land just outside
Wakefield, a 30-minute drive north from
Ottawa. He wanted to give visiting paddle-boaters, paddle-boarders and canoers a beaver’s eye-view of nature, which
Leclair grew to respect during his career as
an animal conservation officer in Gatineau
Park. The family-friendly water labyrinth
may include beaver sightings and there
are night sojourns, including observation
from a boat of the Perseid meteor shower
in August. Paddle boats, boards and canoes are available. Open until the end of
August. eco-odyssee.ca
Patrick Langston is an Ottawa writer
who’s had both of his COVID vaccinations and has gassed up his aging vehicle
for another summer of adventuring.
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Photography: The new art of diplomacy
By Randy VanDerStarren

Take Your Seat’s solo exhibition at the Prince Takamado Gallery at the Canadian Embassy in Tokyo was extended for four months to cover the G20 in
Japan in June 2019.

I

f a picture is worth a thousand words,
what power does that give an ambassador with an entire gallery to draw
upon? Add the fact that the cumulative
effect of those thousands of inspirational
“words” can be understood in every
language, and you’ll begin to appreciate
the enthusiastic support Take Your Seat’s
photography is garnering in diplomatic
circles.
The Take Your Seat team aims to show
people that we’re more alike than different
and it does that by taking photographs of
different countries and then setting them
up alongside similar scenes from Canada.
The common thread throughout the images is the Take Your Seat director’s chair,
which serves as an invitation to become
part of the shot and as a conversation
starter.
“Audiences ask why a red and white
chair is in each location and in doing so,
they experience the human connection of
88

the Take Your Seat project, which includes
exhibitions, talks and publications,” says
Spencer VanDerStarren, Take Your Seat’s
photographer and digital director.
Canadian and foreign embassies have
embraced the photographic project, commissioning Take Your Seat exhibitions of
their own. The Royal Canadian Geographical Society and Trans Canada Trail have
become partners to ensure the very best
of Canada is showcased on a global stage.
Thirteen countries and 35,000 photographs later — not to mention international exhibitions, journalism awards,
books, airport installations and keynote
addresses — this director’s chair is doing
its artistic part to connect Canada with the
world and the world with Canada. And
that need for human connection is ever
growing. After all, despite our unprecedented digital connectedness, the world
is increasingly becoming detached. Literal
and figurative walls are erected every day.

“Take Your Seat sets out to bring those
barriers down by demonstrating that we
are much more alike than we are different,” VanDerStarren says. “At our core, we
all want to be respected. We all want to be
part of something bigger than ourselves.
Our work shares this universal human
bond in sometimes unexpected ways.”
Diplomats are well versed in the art of
diplomacy, but art itself connects humans
on a deeper emotional level.
“Our exhibitions and books share common ground in an uncommon way. Words
that we’ve all heard before and take for
granted such as, ‘together’, ‘friendship’,
and ‘unity’ come alive with new meaning
through the images and narratives that
Take Your Seat shares with its global audiences,” VanDerStarren says.
“Our photographs and stories connect
on a visceral level. Our chair sparks a
conversation about an individual’s role in
promoting respect, peace and admiration
SUMMER 2021 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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“Our camera turns to the forest for inspiration. In moments, the rhythm of our footsteps is all that we hear. We shoot among the pines of Hakone
[above] as we shot among the pines of Kamloops, aware that we are again fortunate to witness a natural spectacle shared by two nations that not
enough of us get to see.” Excerpt from Take Your Seat, together: Canada and Japan.
diplomat and international canada

89

D ELI GHT S| UNIFYING IMAGES

“Wonder pairs Trang’s jungle peaks [above photo] with Alberta’s Rocky Mountains. Serenity marries tropical water with a frozen lake. Nature
unexpectedly shares a unified and lasting impression.” Excerpt from Take Your Seat, together: Canada and Thailand, debuting this year with the
Canadian Embassy and Thai foreign ministries in Bangkok and Ottawa.
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Turkey’s ambassador to Canada, Kerim Uras, poses in Take Your Seat’s chair following its latest
Turkish expedition.

Cows in Canada are joined by their sisters and
cousins from Hong Kong and Turkey through a
chair. Through culture, people and nature, Take
Your Seat’s mission of One People. One Planet.
One Life showcases the common ground we all
are privileged to share.

for each other and our planet. With that
emotive backdrop, diplomats now have
the ability to add inspired meaning and
authenticity to their own art of diplomatic
messaging.”
Take Your Seat’s first exhibition since
COVID-19, and also its most comprehensive to date, opens virtually on July 1 and
in person Sept. 1 at IconSiam in Bangkok,
Thailand. The work celebrates 60 years
of diplomatic relations between Canada
and Thailand and will be opened by Sarah
Taylor, Canada’s ambassador to Thailand,
Laos and Cambodia. The month-long
exhibition will then tour throughout Thailand and is expected to have a reciprocal
run in Canada with the Royal Thai Embassy. You can view the virtual gallery at
TakeYourSeatTogether.com.
Randy VanDerStarren is the lead photographer and founder of Take Your Seat, a
global multimedia project by Randy and
Spencer VanDerStarren.
diplomat and international canada

Sarah Taylor, Canada’s ambassador to Thailand, Cambodia and Laos, shares a moment and her
Take Your Seat book with the deputy prime minister and minister of foreign affairs of Thailand, Don
Pramudvwinai.

Fahad Saeed Al Raqbani, the UAE’s ambassador to Canada, takes his seat before Take Your Seat's
National Day exhibition.
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Feel At
Home

Spacious suites in
the heart of Ottawa!
With far more space than
an ordinary hotel room,
our suites give you relaxing
sleeping and living areas.
Available with one or two
bedrooms, enjoy a full
kitchen, free Wi-Fi and
other home-like amenities.

• Steps from shops, restaurants,
attractions & entertainment
• Easy access to business district,
government offices, embassies
• Indoor pool, 24-hr fitness facility
• Free local calls & daily newspaper

Extended Stay Rates Available

130 Besserer Street
1-800-267-1989 | 613-232-2000
les-suites.com
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Celebration time
A listing of the national and independence days marked by countries
July
1

Burundi

National Day

1

Canada

Canada Day

3

Belarus

Independence Day

4

Rwanda

Liberation Day

4

United States

Independence Day

5

Venezuela

Independence Day

7

Nepal

Birthday of His Majesty The King

10

Bahamas

Independence Day

11

Mongolia

National Day

14

France

National Day

14

Iraq

Republic Day

20

Colombia

National Day

21

Belgium

Accession of King Leopold I

23

Egypt

National Day

28

Peru

Independence Day

30

Morocco

Ascension of the Throne

1

Benin

Independence Day

1

Switzerland

National Day

3

Niger

Proclamation of Independence

6

Bolivia

Independence Day

6

Jamaica

Independence Day

7

Côte d’Ivoire

Independence Day

8

Macedonia

Independence Day

10

Ecuador

Independence Day

11

Chad

National Day

15

Congo

National Day

15

India

Independence Day

17

Gabon

National Day

17

Indonesia

Independence Day

19

Afghanistan

National Day

24

Ukraine

Independence Day

25

Uruguay

National Day

31

Malaysia

National Day

31

Trinidad and Tobago

National Day

1

Slovak Republic

Constitution Day

2

Vietnam

Independence Day

7

Brazil

Independence Day

15

Costa Rica

Independence Day

15

El Salvador

Independence Day

15

Guatemala

Independence Day

15

Honduras

National Day

16

Mexico

National Day

18

Chile

Independence Day

19

St. Kitts & Nevis

Independence Day

21

Armenia

Independence Day

22

Mali

Proclamation of the Republic

23

Saudi Arabia

National Day

August

September
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Photographer Mike Beedell: “The ocean provides a fascinating and challenging domain for a photographer. I met this Lion’s Mane Jelly or Arctic Red
Jellyfish in God’s Pocket Marine Provincial Park on the northeast coast of Vancouver Island. It pulsed by me in a swiftly moving tide. When we swung
into a shallow bay, there was time for a portrait session. Lion’s Manes thrive in cold oceans — the North Pacific, North Atlantic and Arctic. The largest
jellyfish in the world, they reach 2.5 metres in diameter and up to 33 metres in length, making them longer than the blue whale. They grow long
stinging filaments called nematocysts, which can paralyze fish, crustaceans and other jellies for food. The free-floating nematocysts sting on contact and
leave a welt on the skin, though the stings heal quickly. Totally covered in a dry suit, except for my mouth, I have been stung around my face many times
when doing portraits of these enchanting creatures. Leatherback sea turtles are the main predator of these jellies, but seabirds and fish will also dine on
them. They reproduce with the female carrying the fertilized eggs in her tentacles as they grow into larvae. Their lifespan is only a year.
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