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WHILE I GROW UP

WIGUP.tv développe :
•
•
•
•
•
•

WIGUP.tv develops:

la motivation des élèves
les compétences globales
le respect des autres
la littératie numérique
l’autonomie
une passion pour la vie

Students' Motivation •
Global Skills •
Respect of others •
Digital Literacy •
Autonomy •
Their Passion in Life •

Contribuez à implanter la
plateforme internationale
WIGUP.tv dans votre
pays d'origine!
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WIGUP.tv international
platform to your
country of origin!

info@balestra.tv

www.WIGUP.tv
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Discover what working with Ottawa’s best can do for you!
613.744.6697
Charles Sezlik, Dominique Laframboise, Sara Adam Sales Reps. and Trystan Andrews, Broker.
* CHARLES SEZLIK - #1 ROYAL LEPAGE REALTOR IN EASTERN ONTARIO, 43 +/- OFFICES, 1150 +/- REALTORS, BASED ON GROSS CLOSED COMMISSIONS 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019.
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Exclusive and unique
waterfront living
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For many people, waterfront living is a weekend or vacation
luxury. Yet, that idyllic vision can become a reality, 365 days
a year, right here in the nation’s capital.
As soon as you approach the prestigious Domaine du
Vieux-Port residential development, you can’t help but
notice how everything converges to create the elegant
lifestyle enjoyed by the residents of this gated community.
The imposing stone wall, sparkling fountains, proud emblem
of the Domaine, and the impeccable landscaping mark the
entrance to grounds dotted with sumptuous homes and
providing an unmatched quality of life along with breathtaking
landscapes.

Rare gems: waterfront properties
in an area with no risk of flooding.

A NEIGHBOURHOOD’S REVIVAL
When you decide to join the Domaine du Vieux-Port
community, you are buying more than a house.
You are buying the neighbourhood’s congeniality. A
friendly place, with lots of spots to gather. You are
buying a strong community spirit reminiscent of the
most charming traditional villages. Simply put, you
are buying happiness.
The dense forest of mature trees, unpaved trails,
natural lookouts, water lapping on the shoreline,
spectacular views, ducks taking flight, a picturesque
pavilion, a private beach, bike paths…all contribute
to the residents’ sense of fulfillment.

PHASE 2: NEW SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES
CURRENTLY BEING BUILT
Founded in 2001, the Domaine du Vieux-Port continues
to evolve and improve. Future development plans include
new luxury condominium towers nestled in a magnificent
20-acre urban park. Streams, rest areas, picnic tables, mature
trees (some more than a hundred years old!), a spa, a private
marina and a natural beach will all be part of this captivating site.

819.805.3299
1400 St-Joseph blvd., Gatineau (Quebec)

diplomat and international canada

RBQ: 8007-6490-04

Domaine du Vieux Port promises endless delightful surprises.
There is no better place for all generations to enjoy nature
right in the city.
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D I P L O M AT I C A| EDITOR’S NOTE

Jennifer
Campbell

Starting 2021 with optimism

A

s the staff at Diplomat looked toward 2021, we were keen to find
some bright spots on the horizon.
So why not look back at some of this century's best innovations so far?
At the top of the list is genetic editing
and the charming story that goes with
it. Many will remember Jennifer Doudna’s story of getting the call from Oslo, to
tell her she won the Nobel Prize for her
work on technology that can help scientists change the genetic code. It opens up
possibilities in medicine, agriculture and
life sciences, with researchers hoping to
do everything from curing Alzheimer's to
improving the yield of agricultural crops.
Needless to say, vaccines find themselves on this list. Messenger RNA, the
medical technology behind the first two
COVID-19 vaccines to hit the market,
has been touted by experts as the key to
other effective vaccines and something
that will also change the very model of
future vaccine development, writer Wolfgang Depner reports.
The energy section highlights SPARC,
an up-and-coming nuclear fusion reactor, while the quantum computing section reports on Google's new quantum
computer that led the company to claim
“quantum supremacy.” There are several
more on our list, but I'll leave the preview
there so you can read them for yourself.
Also in our efforts to be a little bit upbeat as much of Canada faces early 2021
COVID-related lockdowns and a new
more contagious strain ravages the country, we look at the Top-10 COVID crushers — the countries that have fared the
best in their quest to eradicate the tena-

U P F R ON T

cious virus. Africa has three countries on
the list and Asia has five. Which continent has the last two? You'll have to read
on to find out.
Also in Dispatches, Robert Rotberg
writes about what the presidency of Joe
Biden will mean for Africa and posits that
it will likely mean more fruitful and less
hostile relations than have been experienced over the past four years.
Rotberg also contributes a piece on his
desire for an international anti-corruption court, something for which many
prominent Canadians are also advocating. Some of those Canadians include
Allan Rock, former attorney-general and
ambassador to the United Nations; Lloyd
Axworthy, former foreign minister; and
Peter MacKay, former attorney-general,
justice minister and foreign minister. All
three have written about why they think
the court should be established, and why
it should be located in Canada.
Up front, columnist Fen Hampson examines what the election of Biden will
mean for Canada — as with every new
administration south of the border, there's
good and bad news on that front.
We also have my interview with Joel
Spicer, president and CEO of Nutrition
International, who talks about how COVID has affected his organization’s efforts to eradicate malnutrition globally.
It's no small task, but he offers several
small but effective solutions to help in
the fight against wasting and stunting,
the former the result of hunger, the latter the result of malnutrition..
In our Delights section, Margaret
Dickenson offers three recipes to get you
through the long, dark winter and books
columnist Christina Spencer takes a welldeserved break. Peter Simpson shares
his thoughts on art exhibits in Ottawa
— be sure to double-check that the venues are open, however, before you head
out to take them in, given the lockdowns.
Finally, Patrick Langston found some
COVID-friendly things to do in and
around Ottawa in his local travel piece.
Here's to 2021.
Jennifer Campbell is editor of Diplomat.

Our cover image is a NASA-generated artist's
concept that depicts astronauts and human
habitats on Mars. The idea of humans on Mars
is part of our cover story, which features the
Top-10 most promising innovations from the
first two decades of the 2000s. The good-news
package begins on page 32.
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Allan Rock and Lloyd Axworthy

Allan Rock is president emeritus and
professor of law at the University
of Ottawa. He is a former attorneygeneral of Canada and ambassador
to the United Nations. He is a senior
adviser to the World Refugee and
Migration Council. Lloyd Axworthy
is chairman of the World Refugee
and Migration Council. He served 27
years as a member of the Manitoba
Legislature and as an MP, holding
several cabinet posts, notably Foreign
Affairs. He’s known for his work
in advancing the treaty on anti-personnel landmines, the International
Criminal Court and the Protocol on
Child Soldiers. From 2004 to 2014, he
was the president and vice-chancellor of the University of Winnipeg.
Peter MacKay

Peter MacKay was federal minister of justice and attorney-general
(2013–2015), minister of national
defence (2007–2013), and minister of
foreign affairs. He was leader of the
Progressive Conservative Party of
Canada in 2002 and worked with Stephen Harper’s Canadian Alliance to
re-unify the Conservative movement.
After retiring from politics in 2015, he
joined Baker McKenzie in its Toronto
office as a partner in the firm’s growing government enforcement and
compliance practice. He also advises
companies involved in international
business and trade. He recently ran
for the leadership of the Conservative Party of Canada.
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Political commentary from around the world

Travel in time of COVID by John Darkow, Columbia Missourian, U.S.

Long distance skiing by Gatis Sluka, Latvijas Avize, Latvia
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Trump departure by Tom Janssen, The Netherlands
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Predictions on Year 2021 by Paresh Nath, U.T. Independent, India

Fish Patrol by Bart van Leeuwen, PoliticalCartoons.com

Arab Spring 10 years by Paresh Nath, U.T. Independent, India

Erdogan & Putin by Emad Hajjaj, Alaraby Aljadeed, London

Covid-secure nail salon by Gatis Sluka, Latvijas Avize, Latvia

diplomat and international canada
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COURTESY OF CAGLECARTOONS.COM

Misogynists in Peking and Riad by Rainer Hachfeld, Germany,
PoliticalCartoons.com

Yes or No by Luojie, China Daily, China

War in 2021 by Paresh Nath, U.T. Independent, India

Bipartisan Deceit by Gary McCoy, Shiloh, Illinois, U.S.

Online Education by Emad Hajjaj, Alaraby Aljadeed, London

Capitol Police Officer Tribute by Dave Granlund, PoliticalCartoons.com
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Scientists Rock by Bruce Plante, PoliticalCartoons.com

An Attack on Democracy by Jeff Koterba, CagleCartoons.com

diplomat and international canada

Trump taking down GOP by Sabir Nazar, Pakistan
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Smiling Man by Bart van Leeuwen, PoliticalCartoons.com

America’s Enemies by Pat Bagley, The Salt Lake Tribune, Utah, U.S.

Transition at the White House by Patrick Chappatte, Le Temps,
Switzerland

Slow Vaccine Distribution by Monte Wolverton, Battle Ground,
Washington State, U.S.

Russian Cyber attacks on U.S. by Dave Granlund, PoliticalCartoons.com

Dems Aren’t Helping Their Cause by Bob Englehart, PoliticalCartoons.com
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D I P L O M AT I C A| CANADA-U.S. RELATIONS

Canada’s gains and losses in a Biden presidency

Fen
Hampson

M

any hope that Joe Biden’s presidency will reap big dividends
for American allies and for
Canada after four tumultuous years of
Donald Trump. There will be less bashing of friends and fewer insults with the
new president. He will also pay greater
attention to nurturing alliances and multilateral institutions. But there is no going
back to the future. The American polity
14

remains deeply fractured, more so after
the riotous storming of the U.S. Capitol by
Trump supporters just as his presidency
was ending. America’s moral authority as
leader of the democratic world has taken a
serious drubbing. Its credentials as a beacon of hope for the rest of the world are
more than a little sullied.
Biden will abandon Trump’s harsh
rhetoric about “America First” and bring a
softer, friendlier tone to the White House.
But make no mistake. Putting friendly
rhetoric, warm hugs and high fives aside,
Biden is not going to go out of his way to
do Canada any special favours on the issues that really matter to Canada, even if
he and Vice-President Kamala Harris get
the royal treatment when they visit our
nation’s capital.
It certainly helps that our prime min-

ister has warm personal relations with
Biden and that Harris attended high
school in Montreal and has a better understanding of Canada than most of her
fellow Americans. When the rest of the
world is standing in line to get a hearing
at the White House, you want to be in the
front of the line, as former prime minister
Brian Mulroney often liked to remind Canadians.
Biden faces a Herculean task to restore
the U.S.’s economic fortunes, which have
tanked with the COVID pandemic as millions of Americans have become infected
and more than a quarter million have
died. Restoring the health of Americans
and the U.S. economy will be his first
and foremost priority. Whether he has the
mojo to provide inspired political leadership and unify Americans in a post-Trump
WINTER 2021 | JAN-FEB-MAR

ADAM SCHULTZ / BIDEN FOR PRESIDENT

While discourse will be more civil between Canada and the U.S. under Joe Biden as president, protectionist impulses run deep in his Democratic Party.

CANADA-U.S. RELATIONS |DI PLO M AT I CA
nation remains to be seen.
And there is still a lot of uncertainty out
there about how quickly the U.S. economy,
which is Canada’s most important trading
partner, will rebound from its COVIDinflicted wounds and the nosedive trade
took in 2020.
The U.S. Conference Board predicts that
“real economic growth will rise by 2.2 per
cent in the fourth quarter of 2020 while
the U.S. economy continues to wrestle
with the COVID-19 pandemic.” It points
out that this “deceleration in the recovery
follows a contraction of 5 per cent in the
first quarter of the year, a contraction of
31.4 per cent in the second quarter and a
rebound of 33.1 per cent in the third.”
But all bets are off for 2021. Future
recovery, says the Conference Board, is going to depend on a number of wild cards,
including “a) the scale of the ongoing
COVID-19 resurgence and any resulting
lockdowns, b) the status of labour markets
and household consumption, c) the size
and timing of additional fiscal stimulus,
d) the availability of a COVID-19 vaccine,
and e) the degree to which volatility in the
U.S. political transition affects consumer
and business confidence.” If COVID is
contained, lockdowns are short-lived and
a vaccine(s) becomes readily available for
the general population, in the best-case
scenario the U.S. economy will grow at
an annualized rate of 3.8 per cent. That
will be good for Canada and intensify U.S.
demand for Canadian goods and services.
However, if the virus continues to
exact its deadly toll and there are more
lockdowns and layoffs, the contraction
of the U.S. economy will extend well into
the first quarter of 2021 or perhaps even
beyond. In the worst-case scenario, the
U.S. economy won’t rebound to its prepandemic levels until 2022.
A key factor in any recovery scenario
will be the size and scope of a stimulus
package that a new administration and
Congress can agree on. Trump and a
bitterly divided U.S. Congress were at
loggerheads about how much to spend.
Whether a Biden administration fares any
better will depend on the president’s negotiating skills. Although the Democrats
now control both the lower and upper
houses in Congress after they won two
run-off elections for the Senate in the
State of Georgia in early January, Biden
and his party will have to work closely
with Republicans in the Senate because of
Senate Rule XXII (the cloture rule), which
requires a supermajority of 60 per cent
to end debate on key bills. This power is
now somewhat circumscribed — it does
diplomat and international canada

Canada’s exports and imports from the United States and other countries

Source: Statistics Canada. Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/201006/cg-a006-eng.htm

Canada's imports and exports from the U.S. and non-U.S. countries
(in millions)
Imports
from the U.S.

Exports
to the U.S.

Imports
from non-U.S.
countries

Exports
to non-U.S.
countries

January 2018

31,056

34,229

16,652

11,741

February 2018

32,042

35,068

16,765

11,697

January 2019

32,681

34,982

19,337

13,289

February 2019

32,960

36,341

18,434

11,701

January 2020

31,989

35,063

17,730

12,408

February 2020

32,596

36,147

17,351

12,183

April 2020

20,062

20,542

16,862

11,518

June 2020

26,400

29,288

16,209

11,790

July 2020

30,898

33,412

17,035

11,987

August 2020

30778

33965

17442

11165

September 2020

31378

33144

17945

12420

October 2020

30652

33791

19620

12753

November 2020

30735

33063

19368

13700
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not apply, for example, to votes on judicial
appointments, including Supreme Court
nominations, “fast track” procedures for
approving trade agreements or budget
reconciliation for major legislation. It
nonetheless still applies to appropriation
bills and major legislation in areas such as
taxation, the military, health care, the environment and civil rights, giving Republicans a handy tool to thwart progressive
Democratic intentions.
The crown jewel of Biden’s recovery
plan is the proposed US $2-trillion “green
energy” infrastructure plan. If it comes to
fruition, however, Canadian companies
could find themselves shut out of the action if American energy, transportation
and construction companies are shielded
from their foreign competitors. However,
it is more likely to be whittled down for
the reasons mentioned above, though this
would not necessarily open doors to Canadian companies seeking business south
of the border.
Biden’s first speech on U.S. economic
recovery as president-elect, which he delivered shortly after the election, may be
an ominous portent of his protectionist
impulses. Ironically, the words could have
easily come out of the mouth of the man
he had just defeated at the polls. “Our
plan,” Biden said, “will create millions
of good-paying union jobs in manufac16

turing, building the vehicles, products,
technologies that we’re going to need for
the future to compete with the rest of the
world. From autos to our stockpiles, we’re
going to buy American. No government
contract will be given to companies that
don’t make their products here in America. To secure our position as a global
leader in research and development, we’re
going to invest $300 billion in the most
critical, competitive new industries in
technologies creating three million goodpaying jobs. And the corporate American
technology firms [such as] Microsoft...
they all agreed. We can make sure a future
is made here in America. And that’s good
for business and it’s good for American
workers.”
Although Biden is unlikely to play the
kind of game that Trump did by slapping
tariffs on Canadian (and Mexican) steel
and aluminum pursuant to Section 232
of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962, he
is also unlikely to revoke the agreement
that Canada and the United States struck
in 2019, which provides for aggressive
monitoring and a mechanism to prevent
surges in imports of steel and aluminum.
If imports of steel and aluminum “surge”
as the U.S. economy rebounds, a Biden
administration would almost certainly
come under pressure from U.S. producers
to take retaliatory action against Canada

and Mexico.
The same thing applies to critical minerals. Under the Canada–U.S. Joint Action
Plan on Critical Minerals Collaboration,
Canada and the U.S. agreed in 2020 to
collaborate to secure supply chains for the
critical minerals needed for key manufacturing sectors, including communication
technology, aerospace and defence and
clean technology.
Canada is the largest supplier of potash, indium, aluminum and tellurium to
the U.S. and the second-largest supplier
of niobium, tungsten and magnesium.
It is also a major supplier of vanadium,
which is used in the production of metal
alloys for the aerospace, defence, energy
and infrastructure sectors. Major discoveries of the mineral at Lac Doré in Quebec
suggest that those reserves may be among
the world’s largest. In the summer of 2020,
then-U.S. commerce secretary Wilbur Ross
initiated an investigation into whether vanadium imports into the U.S. threatened
to impair national security. Pressure to
do so came from vanadium producers in
Ohio and Arkansas.
The outgoing U.S. administration also
threatened trade action against Canada
on dairy on the grounds that Canada has
failed to abide by its Canada-United States
Mexico Agreement commitments to allow
more U.S. dairy imports into its highly
WINTER 2021 | JAN-FEB-MAR

TYLER MERBLER

The American polity remains deeply fractured, more so after the riotous storming of the U.S. Capitol by Trump supporters, shown here, just as his
presidency was ending.
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Vice-President Kamala Harris attended high school in Montreal and has a better understanding of Canada than most of her fellow Americans.

protected market. Biden may come under
pressure from U.S. dairy producers to do
the same.
All of which is to say that protectionist pressures from U.S. producers seeking
government redress aren’t going to disappear under a Biden administration.
The biggest bugbear is, of course,
that constant cyclical trade barrier, Buy
American, which former president Barack
Obama deployed to dig the U.S. out of
the 2008-2009 recession caused by the
financial crisis, and which Biden will be
tempted to use again as he tries to extract
the American economy out of its COVIDinduced recession.
There are no special provisions in the
new free trade deal to exempt Canada
from U.S. Buy American legislation, although federal governments in the two
countries are governed by the World
Trade Organization (WTO) agreement on
federal contracts, which also applies to
some — though not all — state governments. There is obviously a silver lining
in Biden’s commitment to adhere to the
WTO and not pull out, as Trump threatened to do. But Canada will also have to
take a closer look at itself in the mirror
when it complains about discriminatory
U.S. policies. Our two biggest provinces
have refused to open some of their big
agencies — Hydro-Québec and Infrastructure Ontario — to free-trade procurement,
and American officials will almost surely
diplomat and international canada

take notice.
Under Trump, the U.S. and Canada
moved in opposite directions on climate
change. The federal government’s carbon
tax undercut a basic element of Canada’s
competitiveness vis-à-vis the United
States, especially after Trump withdrew
the U.S. from the 2015 Paris Agreement
on climate-change mitigation. Biden’s
promise to rejoin the accords and his
Clean Energy Revolution plan, if it comes
to fruition, will put both countries in
greater alignment on energy and climate
change, although Biden’s proposed “carbon adjustment tax,” which is intended
to force countries exporting goods to the
United States to meet their climate and
environmental obligations, could penalize
Canada’s energy and resource-exporting
sectors. Canada should press Washington
for a North American as opposed to U.S.centred approach if it decides to move in
this direction.
Canada will also have to be vigilant about the actions of state authorities where there is more mischief afoot.
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has
threatened to revoke, on environmental
grounds, the 1953 easement, which allows
oil from Western Canada to be carried via
pipeline through her own state to refineries in Ontario and Quebec. The effects
would be disastrous and would see a
40- to 50- per-cent reduction in output of
gasoline and other fuels by Canadian re-

fineries and a spike in prices for Canadian
consumers at the pump.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, his senior officials, and our new ambassador to
Washington, Kirsten Hillman, may have
heaved a collective sigh of relief when
the moving vans brought a switchover at
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. But a kinder,
gentler occupant in the Oval Office who
doesn’t berate our prime minister on
Twitter or accuse Canadians of “ripping
off” American producers is no guarantee
that Canada-U.S. relations will be any
smoother or an easy ride.
In a world where authoritarian China
is overtly challenging American power
and strategic interests, Russia is resurgent
and Iran spins its nuclear centrifuges to
acquire enough weapons-grade material
to build a bomb, Biden has his foreignpolicy work cut out for him. White House
officials may see Canada as more of a nuisance than a friendly neighbour to which
to lend a helping hand. When our officials
plead that Biden reverse himself on his
election promise to kill the Keystone XL
Pipeline or to carve out a corner for Canadian business on his Build Back Better
Plan to put Americans back to work, they
have their work cut out for them.
Fen Osler Hampson is Chancellor’s
Professor at Carleton University and
a board member of the Parliamentary
Centre.
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Joel Spicer, president and CEO of Nutrition International

‘Nutrition is something that’s
intimately connected to the
stability of our world.’

Diplomat magazine: What effect has
COVID had on the state of nutrition
worldwide?
Joel Spicer: It’s been fairly catastrophic,
actually. To begin with, just in terms of
setting the framework, before COVID,
you had a situation where one of three
people on the planet suffered from some
form of malnutrition, where one of
every four children suffered from stunting, where there were almost 50 million
cases of children being wasted. Then you
throw a bomb like COVID on top of that,
on top of a lot of people that were experiencing vulnerability and pre-existing
conditions, and you’ve got the perfect
storm of a malnutrition crisis.
Just to get into the hard numbers, recent modelling came out from the Standing Together for Nutrition Consortium.
They’re forecasting that over the next two
years, there will be an additional 2.6 million cases of stunted [from malnutrition]
children, an additional 2.1 million cases
of maternal anemia, which is particularly
dangerous because anemia is one of the
major contributors to maternal deaths,
due to hemorrhage [and] an additional
9 million cases of wasting [where one
becomes emaciated from hunger.] When
you look at all of these numbers on top of
a scenario where of the five million children under five who die from preventable
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causes every year — what people haven’t
clicked into is that 45 per cent of those
deaths have malnutrition as the underlying cause. And that’s before COVID.
There are all these mismatches in terms
of how we allocate funding in order to
create good. We’re going to see more than
a decade of progress wiped out in a very
short period of time. COVID is a health
crisis, but it’s set up as an economic crisis,
which is a perfect storm for a malnutrition crisis. Why? Two reasons: The first is
that people who already didn’t have very
much now have even less, so their ability
to care for themselves and their families,
their ability to purchase nutritious diets,
has tanked. At the same time, the fiscal
space of governments and donors has
shrunk because of the need to shift everything to COVID treatment. The damage
from trade impacts is going to shrink the
amount of money they have to spend on
the social sector, which was already not
enough. [And] you see people who are
afraid to access health-care services, so
there’s a reduction in health-seeking behaviour. We’re seeing that in Canada, too.
People are waiting until they’re almost
dead before going to the hospital. All of
these things together are setting up a very
bad situation that threatens to cause a lost
generation.
DM: You used the words ‘malnutrition

crisis’ — are we there?
JS: Yeah, I think for people who have
been [working] in this area for a long
time, they’ll be banging their heads
against the wall because they’ve been
flagging a silent emergency and the
world hasn’t stepped up. It’s one of the
issues where our capacity to do good is
so high and yet our lack of will to do anything about it is equally high.
There are some reasons for hope as
you look at the map — it’s not all doom
and gloom — but it was bad before and
it’s significantly [worse now.] All those
areas where we’ve made progress are at
risk of going down. It’s absolutely a crisis
and it is on fire now. And it’s not going
to get better because the rate of vaccine
WINTER 2021 | JAN-FEB-MAR
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rollout doesn’t look like all will be celebrating their freedom from COVID at the
same time so these conditions are going
to persist and the more they persist, the
more they compound.
You’ve got people living in poverty and
many of them are day labourers. Their
ability to make money and to eat that day
depends on their ability to go out and
work. You lock people down, then they
start selling their assets. I’ve got three
small kids and when they have diarrhea
or a fever, I worry about them, but I don’t
worry about them dying. From a parent
perspective, when you think about other
parents not far away, the choices they’re
having to make are unconscionable.
They’re making choices like ‘which kid do
I feed?’ ‘What can I sell to look after my
kid who has a fever?’ From an empathy
point of view, that should really hit us
as Canadians, when we think about the
work we can do over there. I’m not talking about charity. I’m talking about actual
development.
Their rate of recovery is directly connected to ours. There isn’t a world where
we get to vaccinate ourselves and go back
to our merry business.
The thing that’s really galling, there
have been many cases where there are
failed states and countries are in crisis —
Yemen, Somalia, Syria — there’s a need
for emergency food aid because if you
don’t do it, people will die right away.
But that’s different than the slow-motion
crises of malnutrition in countries where
significant portions of the population are
falling through the cracks because they’re
malnourished, they get pregnant, their
children are born malnourished, their
immune systems and their brain development is compromised from the beginning.
If they’re lucky enough to go to school,
they can’t learn as much, they get sick
more often.

NUTRITION INTERNATIONAL

DM: Are United Nations estimates that

10,000 more children a month will die of
hunger in the first year of the pandemic
proving to be accurate?
JS: I think they’re accurate, but if anything, I worry that they’re underestimates. The reason for that is no one can
actually know how long this situation
will persist. Every month that it persists,
people are getting weaker. They’re accurate, but we need to assess damage in
terms of short, medium, long-term.
DM: What is the difference between food

security and nutrition, and why does Nutrition International focus on the latter?
diplomat and international canada

JS: This is a really important question

because a lot of our challenge with addressing malnutrition in the world is
that at the head-of-state level, people still
don’t understand the difference between
food and nutrition. If you want to end
hunger, you fill bellies. If you want to end
malnutrition — you have to get the right
vitamins and minerals and nutrients. All
human beings, in the absence of nutrition, are vulnerable.
In many countries around the world,

high impact. If all the women breast-fed
in the world, you’d save 800,000 deaths
per year and generate $300 billion of additional economic impact. That’s pretty
cheap intervention and there should be
more support there.
DM: What kind of support for breast-

feeding is lacking?
JS: I think investment is required to
increase awareness in the population
about it to counter some taboos. In many

A mother and her child in Sirajganj District, Bangladesh. Even before COVID, one of every four
children on the planet was suffering from stunting.

it’s easy to be reductionist and say it’s a
matter of food, hunger and starvation, but
that is a little retro. In some cases, that’s
the reality. People are running out of food
for structural reasons or trade supply
lines or war or the control of the supply
to certain populations. I’m not saying it’s
not real, it’s real. But food doesn’t solve
malnutrition. Getting nutritious food to
everyone does. There’s a big distinction
between those two points. People like to
point out that food systems need to be
strengthened to provide more nutritious
food for people. That’s entirely true, but
it’s also very complicated. It’ll be, in some
countries, decades. In the meantime,
there’s catastrophic damage being done
with things that are really easy to fix.
That’s why we focus on the lowest cost,
evidence-based, highest-impact interventions such as salt iodization, Vitamin A
supplementation, folic acid for adolescent
girls, multiple micro-nutrient supplements
and breast-feeding. Anything you can
think of that is really low cost and really

countries, multinational food companies
that sell breast milk substitute are spending more on marketing so that people
come up with the belief that breast milk
substitute and powder is better for their
babies than breast milk, which is actually
malpractice and completely unethical.
You need to remove that problem from
the equation as well. Breast feeding has
a long list of advantages [but global rates
are only about 40 per cent.]
DM: The UN World Food Program ex-

pects acute hunger to double by the end
of 2020. How does nutrition fit into this?
JS: You’ve got to look at the overlaps. It’s
very important in terms of food security
to make sure the population is able to
grow, produce and have access to nutritious food. I contrast that with dropping
food out of planes. That is really a last
resort and it’s among the most expensive.
There’s a difference between a prevention
approach and a treatment approach.
One of the easiest and most impactful
19
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DM: Can you explain what stunting is?
JS: [It’s] When you don’t get enough

nutrition in the first 1,000 days, from
conception to age two. If you look at the
rate at which a child’s brain grows, it’s
astronomical. If you miss that window, a
lot of damage is not reversible. I’ve seen
kids in India that I thought were six or
so, but when you ask, that kid is 10 or 11.
You’ll see a girl who looks like she’s 12,
but she’s 17 and she’s just been married.
When children are stunted, their future
potential is cut off for life. They are never
going to perform well. If they’re so far
gone that they’re cognitively damaged,
it’s really just manual labour for the future. In countries where we work, such as
DR Congo, you have one in two children
20

who are behind. And that’s a recipe for
discontent and instability.
Nutrition is something that’s intimately
connected to the stability of our world.
DM: We read that 550,000 per month will
suffer from wasting, malnutrition that
causes spindly limbs and distended bellies. That’s up 6.7 million from last year’s
total of 47 million, which is a significant
proportion. What are the causes and implications of wasting and why is it important to address them?
JS: The causes of wasting are manifold,
but typically, [it happens] in terms of
sudden shocks, where people’s access to
food collapses, and that’s typically found
in emergency situations where there’s a
natural disaster or war. And the chance of
dying in kids that are wasted is extraor-

This mother and child in the Philippines benefit
from Nutrition International’s programs.

dinarily high. On the flip side, if you get
to them in time, you can save their lives,
so the interventions are totally worth it.
But the cost is also astronomical. That
brings to light the idea of treatment versus prevention. You need both. There’s
a close association between kids who are
wasted and stunted, but the costs to treat
a wasted child, because they’re so fragile,
are high. So, you’ve got to prevent that.
The question becomes how do you bring
about peace as quickly as possible because while they’re still fighting, there’s
no way you can bring this under control.
There’s a lot that can be done at the community level to strengthen systems that
monitor children before they become
wasted. It’s much cheaper and it is effective. If you keep waiting to find kids
who are so close to death that they need
super-expensive emergency treatment,
and then they’re released into an environment that doesn’t care for them, it’s going

to happen again. That’s the definition of
madness. Investing more in prevention
is going to remove more of the wasting
problem in many — not all — situations.
The whole issue about treatment and
prevention in nutrition is worth unpacking a little bit. There’s no country that
doesn’t have malnutrition. It goes in both
directions — you can be obese, too. What’s
happening now is that health systems are
being bankrupted by the consequences of
malnutrition because it’s pushing health
systems into treatment. If we could reverse that and put a lot more into the prevention side — access to healthy nutrition
— we would start to see savings on the
health-system side.
DM: What countries or regions would you
name as the most at-risk and what numbers can you share about each?
JS: If you break down the projected damage in the next two years, it looks like
6.2 million children will be wasted in
South Asia and about 1.9 million will be
wasted in Sub-Saharan Africa — that’s
additional cases of wasting. In terms of
stunting, it’s an additional 1.2 million
in Africa and 790,000 in South Asia. In a
way, you’d expect South Asia to carry the
highest burden because it has the biggest
population, but what the data mask is
that the damage potential is much higher
in many ways in Africa. In Africa, when
I think about the punch that it has taken
economically and the damage we have
yet to see, for a continent that in a few
decades will have the highest number of
workers on the planet, the damage done
to children now will be seen when the
children enter the workforce.
West Africa has particular challenges
where damage is very high on women,
adolescent girls and children. Many countries are small, with the exception of Nigeria, in terms of their population, but the
rates are astronomical. We’re talking 40 to
50 per cent anemia in women and adolescent girls. It’s very hard to move forward
with that size of anchor around the development aspiration in your country. In East
and Southern Africa, the population is a
bit higher and malnutrition has always
been a problem. There’s some progress,
but they’re going to fall back a lot, too.
They’re trying to spin up social protection
aspects, but that’s a stopgap measure. If
you think of the Democratic Republic of
Congo and other countries that have experienced insecurity, it becomes quite serious. The strength of the health system, the
strength of governance institutions, they
determine the country’s ability to lean in.
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ways [to help] is fortifying food. One of
the interesting phenomena we’re seeing
with COVID, which I think has great
potential for doing good after COVID, is
that social safety net programs have been
expanding globally. They now cover more
than 1.8 billion people and by nature, their
intent is to target the most vulnerable. But
they’ve never been optimized for nutrition. They tend to get the lowest quality
staple foods jammed through the channel.
So, if you’re living in poverty at the end of
that chain, you’ll get 30 kilos of white rice.
It’s better than nothing, but it’s not going
to help you. Because all of that production
and distribution is centralized, it’s very
easy to fortify — to put the vitamins and
nutrients that are required into it. One of
the things we’re looking at is social safety
net programs as part of addressing not
only food insecurity, but the malnutrition side. You could also put pulses into
the mix. Because Canada is the leading
exporter of lentils in the world, we’re
looking at how to add iron and other micronutrients to them. They’re such a good
source of protein, and cheap.
One of the things we’re reflecting on
now in terms of the missed opportunities
lens, if you have billions of people accessing these public distribution networks, can
you also go a step farther and screen their
kids for wasting? Could you also combine
COVID vaccine, ultimately?
There’s a lot of siloed thinking in development right now. And, therefore a
lot of good can be created by thinking
about things differently. Malnutrition
is a cross-cutter — investing in
nutrition is an education investment, so
it shouldn’t be outside the realm of
consideration of people if they’re
interested in education outcomes. This
kind of holistic thinking is overdue.
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Our attitude is not to go in and try to fix
the problem. It is ‘How can we [help] as
expert allies alongside government so they
can have capacity and support to tackle
the problems themselves?’ In many cases,
where there’s additional fiscal space, we’ll
say ‘We’ll put money on the table if you’re
willing to also put money on the table.’ In
other countries that are deeply struggling
and don’t have the fiscal space, we don’t
do that.
DM: What do you do with the countries

that are run by thugs?

JS: Tough question, there are lots of

countries around the world that are run
by thugs, not just in Africa. I think your
right to rule depends on a contract you
have with the people. No ruler or person in power has the moral authority to
do what they’re doing if they can turn a
blind eye to malnutrition in their fellow
citizens. That’s a marker of a governance
failure. So, there are some countries
where you’d [work] with local partners
and civil society more. In others, you
partner with government. In still others,
you’d distinguish between national and
subnational governments.

DM: Are there countries outside of Africa
you would name as being seriously at
risk? Yemen, for example?
JS: I’m trying to think of a country that’s
not worthy of being named. India, because of its population size, still has the
highest number of stunted children. If
you really wanted to take a bite out of
malnutrition globally, you’d go to India.
There are other countries where obesity is
their major problem.
DM: Are there signs of hope of addressing

global malnutrition?
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JS: One of the things I’m hopeful about is

Canada. At lot of countries are spending
so much money on their own domestic
problems that there’s concern many will
cut donor budgets for supporting people
overseas. The U.K. removed 4 billion
pounds from their ODA [official development assistance] budget. They removed
more money than Canada spends on
development in a year because they’re
so big. They were also a nutrition leader.
They were one of the countries that was
instrumental in making nutrition a global
priority at the Nutrition for Growth Summit in 2013. Right now, they’re discussing
internally what their contribution will be.
This is a make or break year for nutrition.
The action-forcing moment in December
2021 will be the Nutrition for Growth
diplomat and international canada

A child receives a dose of Vitamin A supplementation in Kenya. Giving malnourished children two
capsules per year, up to the age of five, reduces their mortality by 24 per cent.

Summit in Tokyo and Canada will be the
starting pistol. [At a recent ‘springboard’
event for this summit,] the issue [Canadians] planted the flag on was ‘What if the
world invested more on women, adolescent girls and children and on things that
are evidenced-based that are low-cost
and high impact. Who’s with us?’
DM: How did the other players respond?
JS: I think the world took notice. Did

they solve the problem? No, but this notion of having events that will solve the
problems one at a time, they really don’t
make sense to me. But saying ‘This is
what’s important, who’s with us?’ that
makes more sense to me. From that point
of view, I’m hopeful.
So I’m optimistic. With COVID, that
which was urgent is more urgent. Canada
[coming] forward, it makes me proud.

DM: What kinds of initiatives are working
and what do we need more of?
JS: One of the things that [International
Development] Minister Karina Gould announced [at the springboard event] was
$29.5 million for Nutrition International
to lead a catch-up campaign on Vitamin
A. For those who aren’t aware of this
little red capsule, it’s a quintessential
Canadian story. [Researchers] figured out
a long time ago that if you could get two
capsules per year into a child between
the age of six months and five years, you
can cut their mortality by 24 per cent [in
countries where children are deficient.]

Canadians figured out how to make a
heat-stable capsule and it’s been scaled
up around the world. It costs two cents
to make one capsule. Since we’ve started,
we’ve saved more than 5 million children’s lives with this simple innovation.
It cuts deaths by diarrhea by 15 per cent.
The second thing we’re working on is
social safety net programs. We’re really
excited about being able to optimize them
for nutrition outcomes. We’re starting
work with the Gates Foundation in India,
specifically to get double fortified salt
and cooking oil, fortified with vitamins
A and D. It’ll have a huge impact when
it’s up and running. Most salt has iodine
in it, which is really important for brain
development. It’s been a major source of
preventable mental impairment around
the world. At the University of Toronto,
we worked with them to put iron in it. Salt
is widely used so if you can optimize it,
it’ll have a big effect.
Finally, anemia is one thing that’s really
important. I would love to see the world
rally around the issue of anemia. It’s a
major issue for women around the world.
There are more than a billion women, adolescent girls and children who suffer from
anemia. It contributes to 20 per cent of maternal deaths. People get it here, too, but in
other countries, it’s a killer. For the world
to focus on maternal and adolescent nutrition would be incredible. That was the
main thrust of Melinda Gates’ remarks at
the Springboard event [in mid-December]
so that’s something we’re [working] on as
21
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well. It’s also the target that affects women
most that is the farthest off-track. That’s
something we can change.
DM: Where are we on the nutrition-

related SDGs and how far has COVID set
those back?
JS: About 12 of 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) have indicators that
are highly relevant to nutrition and they
won’t be achieved unless we meet the
nutrition goal. I’d reference the World
Health Assembly (WHA) targets for nutrition. The SDGs are due in 2030. The
WHA targets are due in 2025 so they’re
the canary in the coal mine and we focus on those a little bit more. When the
targets were set in 2012, 30 per cent of
women had anemia. And those numbers are through the roof with pregnant
women — about 42 per cent of all pregnant women have anemia. That’s terrible
news because their babies are much more
likely to be low birthweight babies, which
predisposes them to stunting, which predisposes them to becoming overweight
and obese later in life and to having
more non-communicable diseases. So, all
of this cycle really argues for doubling
down on the mother and upstreaming on
adolescent girls. In order to achieve that
target, we have to get that number down
to 15 per cent, but it’s increased — it’s
actually over 30 per cent right now and
22

there’s no country that’s on track. And
that’s just a lack of attention.
DM: When it comes to nutrition, what

would you say are the top three problems
that must be addressed?
JS: One, we need to focus. Two, we need
to figure out where to get the money
and, three, we need to get our priorities
straight.
We really need to focus on global timebound targets. There’s a reason that private sector companies move in certain
directions. It’s because they have targets.
We need targets and [we need] to pay attention to them. Tracking our progress relentlessly against them to see if we’re on
track — we could do a bit of that in development. Because of the financial damage
caused by COVID, there’s less money, so
focusing on which people, which places
and which things we’re talking about [becomes more important.] In terms of people, we need to target women, adolescents
and children. In terms of places, we need
to target countries where the greatest areas of vulnerability are.
A lot of the spin in the media has been
about starvation and crisis and food and
hunger. When you combine that with the
fact that many heads of state don’t know
the difference between food and nutrition, I’m not sure that it’s the right way to
frame the problem.

DM: What can you tell me about
Plumpy’nut’s role in the fight
against malnutrition?
JS: Plumpy’nut is one of the tools to
pre-vent wasting. It’s a ready-to-use
thera-peutic food with a high
concentration of calories and nutrients
in a peanut buttery paste and it works.
But it comes back to some of the points I
made before. It’s nice to throw
commodities at people and it’s
important sometimes. But the hard
work and the important work is to look
at the systems and the government
and the authorities to strengthen their
capability to tackle this. The most
important part of the system are the
community health volunteers going
door to door in helping and educating
WINTER
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Dropping food out of planes is really a last resort in the fight against hunger and malnutrition, Joel
Spicer says. Nutrition International, meanwhile, is working on new methods to fortify pulses as well
as wheat flour, maize, rice, salt and edible oils.

Regarding where to get the money, the
modelling ballparks the additional funds
required to prevent damage at $1.2 billion.
If you combine that with the World Bank’s
[estimate] on what it would cost to scale
up nutrition, they had $7 billion a year.
But that was before COVID. It sounds
like a lot of money, but World Bank estimates say if you did invest that additional
money, you could save three million
lives, take out 265 million cases of
anemia and prevent millions of stunting
cases. It might seem crazy, but it’s only
crazy if you think about how we spend
$5.2 trillion on fos-sil fuel subsidies.
We spend billions on agricultural
subsidies so we can keep producing
food that isn’t nutritious, some of which
we throw away. That’s the defini-tion of
insanity as well. And I’m not even
getting to weapons spending.
In terms of getting our priorities
straight, I would be wrong to not discuss
the food system for a moment. The way
we produce food on this planet is
broken. Our food system produces 25
per cent of the greenhouse gases every
year. We make cheap calories that
actually
hurt
people
and
the
environment and it’s created a sce-nario
where we’re fuelling massive cases of
obesity and hunger ’s increasing as
well. When you look at the growing
[gap] between rich and poor people,
which has only been made worse by
COVID, I think that means that the way
we live is on a collision course with
reality because it’s based on an infinity
growth level, but the planet’s resources
are finite. We have put profit and politics
over people and planet.
There are more challenges, like the
need for champions and then political
will.
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amount. Plumpy’nut is good. Preventing
the need for Plumpy’nut is better.
DM: You’ve already offered a few, but

what other practical, doable, non-bureaucratic solutions do you have for the malnutritional crisis we’re now in?
JS: [A professor of mine once said] ‘Until
you make it more comfortable to do the
right thing, pointing your finger isn’t really going to change the situation.’ Practical, non-bureaucratic solutions [would
include] the global initiative on anemia.
Then I’d say level the playing field for
governments in terms of regulation,
taxation and legislation in regards to the
food environment — stop food polluters.
There’s no regulatory or tax environment that factors in the full cost of these
products. Think about soda pop. I can
buy some sugar water that’s bad for me
and put it in a plastic bottle and throw it
into the environment? What a negative
double-word score that is.
On the flip side of that, though, we’re
starting to see the spread of sugar taxes,
where governments are saying ‘Above a
certain concentration of sugar, you’re going to pay this much more.’ That space is
expanding. I think we’re late to the table,
but I’d love to see more. I don’t mean
creating a nanny state, I mean creating a
situation where governments identify a
revenue stream from something that is
bad for you and they put that additional
money into something that is good for
you. It’s not going into general revenue,
it’s going into prevention. That would be
a nice circle to create. It’s easy to say and
really hard to do.

limited budget. We need to be on the same
page about using the money we have in
the highest-impact places. There’s some
siloization in development around the
world. It’s a common problem.
When we confuse food and nutrition,
we risk lowering the investment. Both are
important, but we have to be clear about
that. And again, that last piece is focus.
Focus on women, adolescent girls and
children. Focus like a laser there.
DM: So you would say there is waste?
JS: Well, it depends. Do you call it waste

to save a child’s life and then see them
back in a month? I wouldn’t. I think the
waste is the opportunity we lose every
day by not investing in something obvious. The good nutrition creates is manifold beyond nutrition and health. There
will also be a need to optimize targeting.
DM: How can people (especially Canadians) help, beyond the desperate need for
donated money?
JS: By leaning in, in full support of pregnant women, young people and teens.
We should also be humble enough to
look at our own country, as well. How
the SDGs are different from the Millennium Development Goals is the principle

of universality. And we have malnutrition in our country, too. We’ve got to look
at First Nations and Inuit people. No way
a Coke should be cheaper than milk.
There are some related issues — we’ve
got to look closely at homelessness and
the normalization of food banks.
It’s within our power to end malnutrition. The people who suffer the most are
somehow out of our view. They aren’t
seen as essential for our future. That’s a
big mistake. We need to help decisionmakers be equipped with the right knowledge and information and if they don’t
take the right action, we need to support
them with resources. It’s a strange world
where the ruler of a country has several
private planes while people are starving.
What can Canadians do? Canadians
can understand about the work their
country has been doing in nutrition globally. There’s been a constancy in Canada’s
leadership on nutrition that goes back 30
years, across multiple governments.
I’d love for there to be a world in which
Canadians care as much about those developments as they do about the landmine
treaty. It is well within our capability to
have a positive influence on the world
around us. D

DM: Are there any places where money is

being wasted in the fight to curb world
hunger and malnutrition?
JS: We’ve already talked about one element and that is treatment versus prevention. I’m not saying treatment is a waste
of money — it’s essential and lifesaving.
But looking at how the volume of cases
to treat is generated and trying to go upstream and looking at smart investments
that are cheaper — I think that would
be a good use of money. I approach this
question as more ‘We could get a lot more
bang for our buck.’ We need more money
for nutrition, but, to be fair, we need to
get more nutrition for the money.
There’s a lack of co-ordination. There’s
greater efficiency we could bring to it.
You can’t have five different people with
five different issues tangentially related
to nutrition advising the same person in
government about how to spend their
diplomat and international canada
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Saving the orangutans of Borneo
By Janie Dubman
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The job of caring for today’s needy orangutans
is enormous and complex.

Orangutan Foundation International’s founder,
Biruté Mary Galdikas.

forests where orangutans live are increasingly devastated by wildfires, which used
to be very rare in these humid jungles.
Logging, both legal and within protected
areas, continues to damage and degrade
wildlife habitat.
When 26-year old Biruté Mary Galdikas
— a Lithuanian-Canadian primatologist
— arrived in Indonesia in 1971, her goal
was to study wild orangutans. But within
a month of setting up camp in a remote
part of what would become Tanjung Puting National Park (the camp she named
Camp Leakey in honour of the famous anthropologist who was her early mentor), a
young female orangutan named Akmad
was brought to her cabin, likely orphaned
by illegal loggers in the park. After Akmad came many more, eventually leading
Galdikas to establish the Orangutan Care
Centre and Quarantine in the village of
Pasir Panjang, where her Indonesian husband dedicated the forest around it for the
jungle school described above. Today, the
OCCQ is home to 311 orangutans. Most
of them are in the process of rehabilitation
from physical and psychological wounds
received at the hands of humans, and
once they reach eight to 10 years of age,
they will be released back into their native forest home. Orangutan Foundation
International Canada supports this work
by providing funds to purchase fruit for

daily feedings, paying salaries of local
caregiving staff and helping to maintain
the sleeping quarters and jungle gyms of
the young orangutans.
Besides care and rehabilitation, orphan
orangutans need safe habitat to return to.
That is why we sponsor the purchase of
remaining forested lands in our area, and
then ensure that they continue providing habitat to orangutans and wildlife by
taking active stewardship of that land.
Firefighting and patrols that OFICanada
sponsors help protect these forests from
constant encroaching threats, while a
large-scale native tree reforestation program helps heal forests damaged by wildfire and human land use.
The mission of caring for today’s needy
orangutans, while simultaneously working to provide them with a secure and
viable future in their own ancestral jungle,
is enormous and complex. Much of the
time, it feels like pushing a boulder up a
hill with no visible summit. However, the
countless hands, hearts and minds who
have generously contributed to this mission for the past half century provide the
oasis for the soul that we all need to keep
going. Visit www.orangutancanada.ca/
donate/ to donate.
Janie Dubman is an OFICanada board
member.
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red-headed youngster takes a bite
of a banana and slowly chews
it while gazing off into the distance, her brown eyes thoughtful. Then,
in the manner of kids everywhere, she
seems to surge with energy and makes
a sudden lunge for the woman sitting
nearby, cartwheeling and running right
into her lap. After a quick cuddle, the
young adventurer takes off again, and,
within seconds, is five metres above
ground, swinging and swaying on a
slender tree-branch. The woman is not
concerned because this morning, she
is caring for little ones that are very
similar to, but much more agile than,
human children. She’s at the Orangutan
Care Centre and Quarantine (OCCQ)
in Central Kalimantan, an Indonesian
province in the south of Borneo, and
the playful youngster is Meli Two, a sixyear-old orangutan female who is part
of Orangutan Foundation International’s
orangutan rehabilitation program. Her
caregiver is Ibu Epi, an indigenous Dayak
woman whose job is to provide the care,
attention and guidance that Meli Two
lost when she was orphaned. The natural ‘jungle gym’ where they spend their
mornings is a parcel of land belonging
to a hereditary community elder, and
today it is dappled with golden sunshine
slanting through enormous leaves, and
humming with the sounds of countless
birds and insects. It is a piece of Borneo
preserved from time immemorial, a lush
green relic of the world’s oldest jungle.
However, just past the edge of this
80-hectare sanctuary, a louder and harsher
reality prevails. The ubiquitous mopeds of
Indonesia roar up and down large, paved
roads and tiny rutted side streets alike,
and just a few kilometres in almost every
direction, Borneo’s jungle is shrinking.
The main culprit is palm oil plantations.
Cheap because of its fast growth and the
low costs of land and labour in the tropics, palm oil can be found in everything
from Halloween chocolate to soy milk to
body wash and 90 per cent of it is grown
in Indonesia and neighbouring Malaysia
— the two countries where almost all of
the world’s orangutans live. The total area
of land in Indonesia dedicated to palm
oil has doubled since 2008, now covering
more than 13 million hectares, most of
which was once forest. In addition, the
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Annual EU concert: ‘A strong Christmas tradition’

F

or the previous 12 years, the European Union had held an annual
Christmas concert at Ottawa’s Notre
Dame Cathedral. It was always a seasonal
celebration and a treasured gift to the city,
so it would be sad to have COVID cancel
it. The same was true of the EU Film Festival, which took place every autumn.
So, the EU Delegation got creative.
“It was our 13th annual EU Christmas
concert and we have very strong Christmas tradition with all our member states,”
says Christian Klaus Burgsmuller, EU
chargé d'affaires. “All our member states
are proud they have a Christmas song.
It’s something where we like to share our
culture.”
Given that, they decided to hold the
concert at an empty sanctuary at Notre
Dame, have Rogers TV film and air it and
package it up so they could offer it for

Sabina Koziakova, centre left, and Terezia Koziakova, centre right, daughters of Slovakian
Ambassador Vit Koziak, far left, performed Jasna hviezdicka, a Slovakian Christmas carol. The
girls are wearing handmade folk costumes and their mother, Janka, is at right.

ÜLLE BAUM

More than 1,000 singers and musicians have
performed at the EU Christmas concerts over
the past 13 years. Here, Ottawa soprano Nadia
Petrella sings an Estonian Christmas song.

streaming on YouTube.
“Certainly, we had to be very creative
this year and we also had to be creative
with the EU Film Festival,” Burgsmuller
says. “Due to COVID, it’s not possible to
have a mass event this year, but we had
many people asking us about both events
and we decided we had the songs, the
films and the demand, so let’s be creative
and go virtual.”
The concert and film festival have
become beloved traditions for Ottawans,
diplomat and international canada

who enjoy seeing the films and love listening to the continent’s carols, some of
which they will have heard, and some of
which will be new. And it gives the EU
Delegation a chance to engage the community because it asks local school choirs
to sing the carols.
Usually the delegation holds the film
festival in three different cities, and it
reaches thousands, but this year, 25,000
households connected. And Burgsmuller
thinks the Christmas concert reached more
than the usual 1,500 Ottawans it traditionally reaches, often with standing room
only at the back of the church.
“It was important to keep this tradition
alive, especially during the COVID-19
pandemic, even if it was done in a different way,” said long-time organizer Ülle
Baum. “Keeping our annual celebrations
preserves a sense of normalcy."

Traditionally, the concert features several local choirs and soloists from Ottawa,
but this year’s pared-back program had
just five soloists. In accordance with social
distancing regulations, the soloists performed with 30-minute breaks in between
their sets, in an empty church. Then the
organizing team combined these pieces
with some performances by choirs from
the 2014 EU Christmas concert.
Featured performers included Canadian soprano Natalya Gennadi, members
of the University of Ottawa’s Calixa
Lavallée Choir, conducted by Laurence
Ewashko, and members of the Chorale de
La Salle, conducted by Robert Filion. The
concert ended with the 2014 performance
of Silent Night by the Ottawa Children’s
Choir, the Calixa Lavallée Choir and Chorale de La Salle. The members of the audience stood up and sang with them. D
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By Mária Vass-Salazar

H

ungary is one of the fastest-growing economies in the European
Un ion. The cent ral Europea n
country’s GDP grew by five per cent in
2019. It has one of the highest trade-toGDP ratios in the world, at approximately
83 per cent, according to the World Bank.
This indicates a robust dependence on
world trade.
Hungary is a hub of talent and innovation. Just to highlight an example, medical technology and the pharmaceutical
industry employ more than 48,000 people
in Hungary and make up a 4.9-per-cent
share of total exports. The med-tech industry makes up 1.5 per cent of GDP. Indeed,
the medical technology sector has seen
almost 100 years of widely acknowledged
innovation, highly specialized technical
development and notable exports to the
global market. Several Hungarian companies have achieved international recognition with cutting-edge products and
technologies. A growing number of innovative domestic SMEs as well as several
international producers take advantage of
Hungary’s highly favourable economic
environment and productive workforce.
Multinational medical device companies
located in Hungary include General Electric, Hoya Lens Manufacturing, B.Braun
Medical, Becton, Dickinson and Company
and Coloplast. In pharma manufacturing alone, we have Teva Hungary, Glaxo
SmithKline, Sanofi-Aventis and Richter.
Bilateral trade between Hungary and
Canada passed the threshold of $1 billion in 2019, for the first time. On both
sides, machinery-related products took
the lead with $369 million in Hungarian
exports and $33 million worth of exports
from Canada to Hungary. Hungarian
export volumes are also significant in
26

Richter Gedeon is a Hungarian pharmaceutical
and biotechnology company with a strong focus
on research and development.

transportation-related products at $240
million in exports of cars and car parts for
the vehicle industry, while pharma-related
chemical products boosted Hungarian exports by more than $107 million. Prepared
food and agricultural products also play
a significant role in SMEs’ exports. Hungary traditionally is a quality supplier of
poultry, especially ducks and geese. In addition, Canada exports agri-food products,
such as pulses, and wood pulp for the
paper industry.
Canadian companies such as Linamar,
Magna, Bombardier, CAE and Eclipse Automation are all investors in Hungary. Talent and knowledge are the keys to success
for both countries. The famous 3D puzzle
Rubik’s Cube has been an example of our
creativity for more than 40 years. Canadian toy giant Spin Master has just closed
the acquisition process of the Londonbased company that owns the brand.
Hungary’s primary objective is to encourage SMEs in Hungary and in Canada
to accelerate Hungarian-Canadian trade
because, at the moment, multinational or
large-scale companies generate most of
the trade. We encourage Canadians to take
advantage of CETA, the Canada-EU free-

trade agreement, most of which came into
effect in September 2017. This agreement
opens the Canadian public procurement
market to EU companies, but Hungary’s
procurement process is also open to Canadians. The procurement aspect of the
agreement also helps exporters of valueadded products and services.
Hungary is a land of opportunity for
doing business in the EU. Our highly
skilled talent base and STEM-oriented
education system in the heart of the continent offers great value for Canadian
companies dealing with high added-value
products and services. There has been a
qualitative shift from “made in Hungary”
towards “invented in Hungary.”
Hungary has tailored its labour legislation to allow ample room for creating
innovative workplaces based on R&D. In
this context, it is important to note that
Hungary offers the most competitive tax
scheme in the EU. Company tax is a flat 9
per cent and personal income tax is a flat
15 per cent. The government reduced the
social contribution to be paid by the
employer to 18.5 per cent. These elements,
combined with highly developed mod-ern
infrastructure, a competitive, quality labour
force and political stability, create an
attractive
investment
environment.
Budapest is one of the largest and most
developed cities in Central and Eastern
Europe and offers a high-end environment
and real estate solutions for businesses.
Before the pandemic, the city was served by
a direct flight from Toronto that oper-ated
seven days a week in peak season.
Trade commissioners at the Hungarian
Embassy in Ottawa, the consulate general in
Toronto, the vice-consulate in Vancouver
and the Hungarian Export Promotion
Agency's regional office in Canada are
ready to help, advise and assist Canadian
businesses.
Our
offices
offer
free
consultancy services for Canadian investors
and importers and we help companies with
technology co-operation and transfers such
as medical technologies, ICT and greentech.
Hungary is also interested in encouraging
trade in quality food products, bearing in
mind that Hungary champions biological
and GMO-free production.
Mária Vass-Salazar is the ambassador of
Hungary. Call (613) 230-9614 or email
ambassador.ott@mfa.gov.hu to reach her.
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Hungary: Pharma, food, IT and vehicles trade
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Slovenia seeks FDI in renewable energy and ICT

By Melita Gabric

JACOB RIGLIN, SLOVENIAN TOURIST BOARD

A

s Slovenia and Canada look to
build back after COVID-19, both
countries put a premium on the
environment, sustainability and digital
innovation. These are all areas where
we can find new opportunities. COVID
taught us how important it is to have
business partners who are reliable, who
share a compatible business culture and
who subscribe to the same set of rules.
The Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA) that has been in
effect for three years removed 98 per cent
of trade tariffs between Canada and all EU
countries, including Slovenia. This agreement, along with our shared norms, form
an important level playing field, which is
an excellent vantage point for SlovenianCanadian economic co-operation.
Like Canada, Slovenia is an open and
export-oriented country that wishes to diversify its global trade. Also, like Canada,
Slovenia is a trading nation: 82 per cent of
our GDP is from exports of goods and services and 80 per cent of that is done with
our closest trading partners — Germany,
Italy, Austria, Croatia and France. We wish
to extend our partnerships and develop
closer ties with Canada, especially in hightech, and are looking for partners in green
tourism, the automotive industry, the
banking sector and digitalization.
The past decade has seen a positive
trend in Slovenian-Canadian business cooperation. The total value of exports from
Slovenia to Canada in 2019 amounted to
$145.5 million and has almost doubled
over the past five years. Our top exports
include pharmaceuticals, electrical machinery, nuclear reactors, optical and
medical instruments and skis.
On the other side, the total value of
Slovenian imports from Canada in 2019
diplomat and international canada

Ljubljana is Slovenia's capital and largest city.

amounted to $173.4 million, which is a
nearly 100-per-cent increase compared to
2018. The top Slovenian import products
are airplanes, oil and nickel, but also pharmaceuticals and electrical machines.
These numbers indicate that we have a
lot of space to increase our trade and economic co-operation, something that CETA
makes more viable than ever.
Slovenia appreciates the high-quality
products from Canada and we have a
clear picture of the main sectors where we
would like to enhance our co-operation.
Clean-tech is certainly high on the list, as
well as artificial intelligence, biotechnology, ICT, nanotechnology, automobiles,
energy, food, timber and chemicals. Slovenia and Canada have already established
strong co-operation through the Global
Partnership on AI (GPAI). The newly established UNESCO-backed International
Research Centre on AI (IRCAI), seated in
Slovenia’s capital Ljubljana, is another opportunity to enhance our ties.
Like Canada, Slovenia has well-preserved natural beauty and a culture that,
barring pandemics, attracts ever more
tourists, many from Canada. We wish to
see more Canadians travelling to Slovenia,
and encourage more Slovenians to travel
to Canada. We also hope to increase the
number of Canadians visiting Slovenia
under the Youth Mobility Program.
We have a system in place through
which we encourage Slovenian enterprises, especially SMEs, to explore new,
more geographically distant overseas

markets. By providing technical expertise,
facilitation and financial incentives, the
Slovenian Enterprise Fund and business
development agency, called SPIRIT Slovenia, are valuable partners in the promotion
of entrepreneurship and internationalization of Slovenian businesses abroad.
Slovenia provides a strong businessfriendly environment where foreign enterprises are treated on an equal footing
with domestic companies and protected
by laws that are harmonized with EU
legislation. Slovenia’s attractiveness lies
in its strategic geographical position at the
heart of Europe that offers easy access to
the vibrant single European market with
450 million consumers. The main assets of
the Slovenian business environment are its
talented and well-educated people with
high foreign language competence and
the skills to perform complex and abstract
tasks. We also pride ourselves on clean nature and excellent living conditions.
“Green. Creative. Smart.” is Slovenia’s
motto and a nationwide approach toward
encouraging and boosting foreign direct
investment. Slovenia is looking for new investments in logistics, tourism, renewable
energy resources and the high-tech sector.
Slovenian investments in Canada saw a
34-per-cent increase in 2019 and we have
more than 20 companies in Slovenia with
Canadian shareholders.
Starting a business in Slovenia is easy
and cost-effective. The government introduced a program called SPOT, which is
a comprehensive single-point-of-contact
system of free services to support domestic and foreign investors wishing to set
up shop in Slovenia. Slovenia’s financial
incentives and tax relief for investments in
the R&D sector might also be of interest.
A Canada-Slovenia virtual high-tech
business forum that was organized in November 2020 attracted 50 Slovenian and
Canadian high-tech companies specializing in everything from AI and advanced
manufacturing to ICT, to mention a few.
We are planning a follow-up visit by a
business delegation from Slovenia once
conditions allow for safe travel, hopefully
in the first half of 2021.
Melita Gabric is Slovenia’s ambassador
to Canada. Email sloembassy.ottawa@
gov.si or call (613) 565-5781 to reach her.
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An emergency on top of an emergency
By Rema Jamous Imseis
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returned to Canada less than a year
ago, after many years working for the
United Nations abroad. At the time, I
joked with my new colleagues that wherever I go, disaster seems to follow. Little
did we know that a few months later, the
world would be facing an unprecedented
global health emergency.
COVID-19 will forever mark 2020
as a year like no other. For me and my
colleagues, it was also a particularly important year for other reasons. UNHCR,
the UN Refugee Agency, marked its 70th
anniversary. On Dec. 14, 1950, the agency
was given its mandate to protect people
displaced from their homes by war, conflict and persecution.
Seven decades later, forced displacement continues to grow, despite calls for
a global ceasefire that resonated across the
world in March as the world began battling COVID-19. In fact, our most recent
report shows that more than 80 million
people are now displaced, a number
that has doubled since 2010. Resurging
violence in Syria, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo and Yemen all drove new
displacements, along with complex and
evolving situations in Venezuela, Central
America and, most recently, Ethiopia.
It’s been a tough year for everyone. For
refugees, however, COVID-19 is an emergency on top of an emergency. Millions
already faced strenuous living conditions
and limited access to essential health services and sanitation systems. COVID-19
has exacerbated these vulnerabilities,
exposing them to even greater hardships
and a heightened risk of poverty, homelessness and exploitation. Though the
pandemic knows no borders, it is key to
28

recognize the disproportionate impacts COVID-19
has had on the
world’s most atrisk individuals.
Staying “home”
isn’t an option

First, is health.
We have been
told time and
again, including in Canada,
that the best
way to curb transmission and save lives
is by staying at home. Unfortunately, sheltering in place is not an option for people
forced to flee their homes.
In a gang-ravaged neighbourhood in
El Salvador, for example, staying home
was not an option for Óscar. In March, the
44-year-old happened to witness a crime,
and the armed gang responsible for it
went after him, threatening his family. He
knew that, despite the pandemic, he had
no choice but to flee for his life. He told
UNHCR: “I thought about going to the
police, but they [the gang members] told
us that if I did, they would kill my family,”
said Óscar, who has an adult son who is
still in El Salvador.
Since the beginning of the pandemic,
UNHCR has been working with governments and other partners to help minimize transmission rates among refugees.
In Lebanon, for example, UNHCR funded
expansions and additional ICU beds in
several hospitals and provided ventilators
and other advanced equipment, as well as
medicine stocks. In Akkar, northern Lebanon, UNHCR supported a fully-equipped
isolation centre to receive individuals from
all nationalities who need to self-isolate
and do not have the capacity to do so at
home.
Yet, inclusion remains a big issue.
Refugees are often excluded from national
health systems, facing challenges such as
a lack of inclusive policies, language barriers or prohibitive costs. This is particularly the case in low- and middle-income
countries — where more than 85 per cent
of the world’s refugees live, and where
the majority of new internal displacement
due to conflict is taking place. Often these
countries are already struggling to meet
the health needs of their own populations.

Loss of livelihoods is another area of
major concern.
With many refugees relying on the
informal economy, they were also among
the first to suffer the economic impacts
of lockdowns with little or no access to
any support. In fact, UNHCR monitoring
shows us that 74 per cent of refugees can
only meet half or less of their basic needs.
Mariney, a Congolese refugee in
Uganda, lost all of her income because of
COVID-19 lockdowns. With no safety net,
the 44-year-old single mother of three was
surviving on food handouts from a community church when she told UNHCR
that “the biggest worry for refugees is
hunger. If we go out, we risk contracting
coronavirus. If we stay home, hunger will
kill us. This is worse than a war.”
With the World Bank predicting the
worst recession since the Second World
War, our fear is that things will get far
worse before they get better.
Confinement and lockdowns mixed
with increasing poverty have also unleashed a wave of violence against refugee
and displaced women and girls.
A network of UN agencies and NGOs
providing protection to people affected by
humanitarian crises reported increases in
gender-based violence in at least 27 countries. For example, in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, 42 per cent of Rohingya male and
female refugees surveyed in a humanitarian assessment said it had become more
unsafe for women and girls “inside the
house” since the onset of the COVID-19
crisis. Respondents described an increase,
in particular, of intimate partner violence
resulting from tensions over containment
measures, movement restrictions and financial difficulties.
Gender-based violence affecting Venezuelan refugees and migrants in Colombia
has also increased by 40 per cent over the
first three quarters of the year, compared
to the same period last year.
And of course, young refugees have not
been spared.
The virus has reversed gains

COVID-19 has had a significant impact
on refugee education and even reversed
important gains that had been made.
Refugee children are now facing yet another obstacle to an education already
torn apart by conflict and displacement,
and 3.7 million are currently out of school.
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The Malala Fund estimates that half of
refugee girls in secondary education risk
never returning, even when classrooms
reopen. This, in turn, increases their risk of
child marriage, early pregnancy and other
forms of exploitation or abuse.
This has been a worry for some time in
the four primary schools in Jewi Camp,
Ethiopia, where fewer girls go to school
because of early marriage in the camp and
sometimes a family situation that forces
girls to stay at home to prepare food to
sell in the market or run tea stalls. The
schools are now deploying parent-teacher
association teams into the community to
persuade parents, especially mothers, to
send their children to school.
I could go on, but I want to conclude
with a little hope on the horizon. Despite
these and other grave challenges caused or
exacerbated by COVID-19, the pandemic
has also shown us that solidarity and generosity continue to beat in hearts across
the world.
Countless examples of refugees and
displaced persons working on the frontlines of the COVID-19 response have
emerged. For example, 24-year-old Iraqi
refugee nurse Moheyman Alkhatavi is
applying his skills to help fight the virus
in Iran, or Saidul Karim, who spends

his days moving from shelter to shelter
along the muddy paths in Kutupalong
Refugee Settlement in Bangladesh to refer
suspected COVID-19 patients for testing
and care. In Canada, we have numerous

Doctors administer COVID tests on refugee
women at a shelter in Ecuador, one of Latin
America’s most COVID-affected countries.

examples of refugees stepping up to assist in long-term care homes, leading the
government to create a new pathway to
permanent residency in recognition of
their work.
Across the world, we have seen inspir-

ing stories of neighbours helping each
other and supporting refugee families
despite their own hardships. In northern
Lebanon, 35-year-old shopkeeper Kawkab
Mustafa continues to extend credit to her
customers, despite facing an increasingly
dire financial situation and health issues
herself. In South Africa, a community of
Somali refugees has stood together with
its neighbours to assist those struggling
the most during the COVID-19 pandemic,
seeing it as a way to repay the generosity
they themselves were shown.
Canadians have continued to welcome
refugees into their communities despite
the difficulties of COVID-19, and Canada
continues to lead the way in refugee resettlement globally.
UNHCR was supposed to exist for
three years in the aftermath of the Second
World War, to help the millions of Europeans who fled or lost their homes.
Our continued existence is not a cause
for celebration, but our work is more
pressing and complex than ever. Much has
changed since 1950, but even in the midst
of an emergency on top of an emergency,
our mission has not.
Rema Jamous Imseis is the representative
of UNHCR in Canada.
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This is an artist's rendition
of the Sycamore processor.
Google says the Sycamore was
able to do a mathematical
calculation in three minutes
and 20 seconds. The company
claims it would have taken
existing supercomputers
10,000 years to complete the
same calculation.
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This
millennium’s
major
innovations

FOREST STEARNS, GOOGLE AI QUANTUM ARTIST IN RESIDENCE

Looking past 2020’s annus horribilis, Wolfgang Depner presents the 21st
Century’s Top-10 major innovations and technologies.

W

hen 2020 dawned, various media organizations whetted the appetites of their readers with lists of things
to come, ranging from major sporting events and the
release of new movies and musicals to pending breakthroughs in medicine and transportation. As we all know, COVID-19
has, and continues to, upend our lives in ways no one could have imagined in late 2019. But if last year forced the world and its institutions to
see everything through the narrow tunnel of the pandemic, the first
year of the third decade of the 21st Century may also be a moment to
look back at the broader trendlines of the past two decades. This list
attempts to showcase some of the major innovations and technologies
whose antecedents lie in the recent past, but which will continue to
shape our lives in the coming decades. The list does not claim to be
comprehensive and appears admittedly heavy on scientific and technological advances, but deliberately light on gadgets.
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Rather, it looks for broad developments
that may not always immediately impact
our day-to-day lives, but may nonetheless
represent inflection points in humanity’s
course and its relationship with itself and
the world it inhabits, both on small and
large scales.

2.Vaccines

Jennifer Doudna was asleep when the
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences
initially called to tell her she and her colleague, Emmanuelle Charpentier, had
won the 2020 Nobel Prize for Chemistry.
Several missed calls later, she heard of her
award through a reporter from Nature.
“She wanted to know if I could comment
on the Nobel and I said, ‘Well, who won
it?’ And she was shocked that she was the
person to tell me,” Doudna told Science
magazine.
The news equally befuddled Charpentier. She told Science: “I was told a number
of times that when it happens, you are
very surprised and feel that it’s not real.”
Any level of astonishment appears
more than appropriate when considering
the scientific, commercial and philosophical significance of their 2012 discovery that
an obscure immunological mechanism
used by bacteria to defend themselves
against viruses can be used like “scissors”
to “cut and paste” human and non-human
genetic material with extreme levels of
precision.
Thanks to CRISPR/Cas9, scientists
can now change the very code of life
with economy and efficiency, opening
unprecedented opportunities in medicine,
agriculture and life sciences. Researchers
are speaking of curing such diseases as
Alzheimer’s while improving the yield
and resiliency of food crops in the face of
population growth and climate change.
True, experts have lauded the promises
of genetic engineering for decades. Yes,
the use of CRISPR/Cas9 remains in its
infancy and its use by now-imprisoned
Chinese scientists to edit the genes of
three babies has only confirmed the oftenheard complaint that human morality lags
behind technology. But if these concerns
are well-founded, they do not inherently
diminish the duo’s discovery. It is not
only historic in the sense that Doudna and
Charpentier are the first two women to
jointly win a Nobel science prize on their
own. It is also historic in the sense that it
democratizes a technique. It is perhaps
its mass availability and applicability that
makes it such a turning point.
“We can improve the world around
32

Jennifer Doudna, pictured here, and
Emmanuelle Charpentier won the 2020 Nobel
Prize for chemistry for their work in genome
editing.

us in extraordinary ways,” said Fyodor
Urnov, one of Doudna’s fellow CRISPR
researchers, in Science.
“The 21st Century will be the age of
CRISPR — thanks to [Doudna and Charpentier.]”

Two COVID-19 vaccines hit the market in December 2020, ending the year on a note of optimism.
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1. Genome editing

It was a moment fit for a king. Minutes
before swinging his hips and snarling his
lips for a national television audience during The Ed Sullivan Show on Oct. 28, 1956,
Elvis Presley rolled up his sleeve to receive
a shot of the polio vaccine, which had entered widespread use in North America in
April 1955, following its development by
Jonas Salk in 1953.
The point of this messaging campaign
was more than skin-deep. While millions
of young children had already received
the vaccine, many teenagers (along with
adults) were acting like rebels without
a clue in failing to seek immunization.
Presley’s publicity on behalf of public
health produced its desired effect. People
followed his lead and, coupled with
other measures, this reduced the annual
incidence of polio in the United States by
nearly 90 per cent between 1950 and 1960.
While cases of the paralysing viral
disease continued to flare up occasionally — Canada, for example, experienced
2,000 cases in 1959 alone — polio’s longcrippling grip on humanity was loosened.
As of August 2020, five of the six regions
of the World Health Organization, representing more than 90 per cent of the global
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population, are now free of the polio virus.
Similar public relations measures will
help spread the use of the various COVID-19 vaccines once they’ve entered the
market.
But if the offerings of celebrities to promote COVID-19 vaccine usage echo the
history of humanity’s fight against polio,
the creation of more than one COVID-19
vaccine appears nothing short of astonishing, even revolutionary.
Scientists are working across international and institutional borders in realtime with the help of super-computers
and modern communication technologies
previously unimaginable during the development of earlier vaccines. They also
have harnessed the combined power of
the public purse and private investment
to produce what appear to be effective and
safe vaccines, ready for use with all the
necessary regulatory reviews and blessings.
As a number of experts have noted,
the individual pieces that produced the
vaccines already existed before COVID-19
and the previous two decades have seen
the emergence of major vaccines against
horrific diseases such as Ebola. The existentialist threat of COVID-19 merely
served as a catalyst to combine all the
gains of the previous two decades. Nobody knows what the new normal will
look like, after the widespread introduction of at least two promising vaccines.
But experts have already predicted that
the medical technology behind the first
two vaccines — Messenger RNA — will
not only lead to other highly effective vaccines, but change the very model of vaccine development.
That, as Elvis would say, is something
about which to be “all shook up.”

ated by 2030. Projects are also under way
in Australia, Germany and France, where
an international consortium is working on
the world’s largest nuclear fusion project.
But whether these projects actually
reach the “long-elusive goal” of mimicking the way in which the sun produces
energy by fusing rather than splitting
lightweight atoms (usually hydrogen)
within their stated project time frames,
might actually be of secondary importance. Rather, they draw attention to the
ambition driving developments in the
field of nuclear fusion specifically, and
energy generally.
As climate change creates an existentialist imperative for greenhouse-gasneutral energy sources, and the financial
world senses a commercial opportunity,
recent years have revealed continuous improvements in battery technology for elec-

that electric vehicles will end up costing
less than the fossil-fuelled variety currently dominating streetscapes.
Hydrogen, meanwhile, is emerging as
the leading alternative for fossil-fuel-powered ships, trains and planes, a development made possible by the declining cost
of wind and solar energy.
The creation of hydrogen through
electrolysis itself requires energy and the
growing availability of solar and wind
energy can further reduce the carbonfootprint of hydrogen.
It is this very promise of “green hydrogen” that underpins plans by the
European Union to revive old plans to
create a hydrogen superhighway between
Europe and Africa. Under this plan, Europe would use the abundant sunshine of
the Sahara to supplement its own green
hydrogen supplies. Saudi Arabia, the very

T. HENDERSON, CFS/MIT-PSFC

3. Energy

Cynics could conclude that nuclear fusion
is the energy of the future and always
will be. Ever since scientists started their
research into nuclear fusion (as opposed
to nuclear fission) shortly after the Second World War, the world’s first working fusion reactor has always appeared
beyond the horizon. So we should treat
any claims of a major breakthrough with
caution, including recent ones in The New
York Times, which described work on a
compact nuclear fusion reactor called
SPARC, developed by researchers at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. If
everything goes according to plan, a spinoff company could construct a working
reactor by 2025, with actual electricity crediplomat and international canada

SPARC, a compact, high-field, DT-burning tokamak shown in this rendering, is currently under
design by a team from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Commonwealth Fusion
Systems. Its mission is to create and confine a plasma that produces net fusion energy.

tric vehicles with American, Chinese and,
increasingly, European companies vying
for global leadership in the field.
Improvements in battery technology
have, in turn, sparked a surge in the sales
of electric cars, their sticker prices now approaching those of gas guzzlers.
Ultimately, industry experts predict

epitome of an oil-producing, oil-dependent economy, is also investing in green
hydrogen.
The clock on bringing these technologies into application is ticking and not everything that glitters green now will pay
off in the future. But the post fossil-fuel
age is perhaps closer than it appears.
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Google’s Sycamore chip is composed of 54 qubits, technology that has led the internet giant to
claim “quantum supremacy.“

Three minutes, 20 seconds. According
to Google, that was the amount of time
its embryonic quantum computer,
called Sycamore, needed to complete
a mathematical calculation traditional
supercomputers could not complete in
fewer than 10,000 years.
This led the internet giant to claim it
had achieved what it called “quantum
supremacy,” the state when a computer
runs on the laws of quantum physics as
opposed to classical computers running
on classical (Newtonian) physics.
As Science explains it, traditional computers work by manipulating long, strong
strings of bits that can be set to 0 or 1. “In
contrast, a quantum computer employs
quantum bits, or qubits, that can be 0 and
1 at the same time, the equivalent of you
sitting at both ends of your couch at once.”
If this all sounds simple, it isn’t. Even
experts struggle to explain the properties
of quantum physics in ways that ordinary
folks can understand.
“If we’re honest, everything we currently know about quantum mechanics
can’t fully describe how a quantum computer works,” Alan Baratz, executive vicepresident of research and development at
D-Wave Systems, told The New York Times
in December 2019, when the paper asked
experts to describe the concept in 280
characters.
What perhaps matters more is the
power of quantum processors to perform
certain tasks “exponentially faster” than
classical processors, as stated by the company in a paper published in Nature in
34

October 2019.
Compared to the first airplane flight by
the Wright Brothers, the event might lead
to machines that significantly speed up
the development of artificial intelligence,
new drugs and policies designed to fight
climate change by improving atmospheric
modelling.
Quantum computing requires considerable engineering, as the fragile and
volatile qubits require colder-than-outerspace refrigerators. In other words, do not
expect to carry a quantum computer in
your pocket any time soon. Practical uses
may still be decades away and not every
expert considers Google’s achievement as
ground-breaking as advertised. But the
potential is enormous.

5. Exploration of the solar
system

The discovery of possible signs of organic
life on Venus. The discovery of liquid
water lakes beneath the surface of Mars,
thereby expanding previous discoveries
of water on that planet, which remains the
object of scientific curiosity as the space
agencies of the United States, China and
United Arab Emirates used Mars’ relative
proximity to Earth in the summer of 2020
to launch unmanned scientific missions.
Ongoing refinements include the retrieval
of samples from asteroids and, most recently, the Moon.
These were just some of the headlinemaking developments in the exploration
of Earth’s solar system in 2020, with more
events on the horizon.

Elon Musk is confident SpaceX will be able to
land humans on Mars by 2026, maybe even
2024. Shown here is the launch of Falcon 9 in
July 2014.

but pursue political goals in showing off
the superiority of one political system over
the other. The latter is likely the case in the
lunar ambitions of the United States and
China, its main terrestrial rival.
Whatever the reasons, however, these
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4. Quantum computing

Those include, among others, plans to
collect and return Martian rock samples
to Earth for analysis with the help of unmanned spacecraft. The discovery of a
“weird” previously unknown molecule in
the atmosphere of Saturn’s largest moon,
Titan, in October 2020 will likely only
pique the curiosity of scientists in the
run-up to NASA’s 2027 unmanned mission to that planet. Multiple unmanned
missions are also planned for Europa, Jupiter’s moon, (2022 by the European Space
Agency, 2024 by NASA) and scientists are
actively lobbying for a mission to Enceladus, another Saturn moon, as the search
for life in our own solar system “with,”
says NASA, “its stunning diversity of
worlds” continues.
And yes, the United States wants to
send humans back to the moon by 2024,
with China pursuing the same goal, albeit
with a less definitive timetable. Finally,
entrepreneur Elon Musk appears eager
to beat everyone to Mars, saying recently
that he is “highly confident” about plans
by his company, SpaceX, to land humans
on Mars by 2026, maybe even by 2024.
Some of these projects pursue genuine
scientific goals. Others come in packages
that might say “science” on the outside,
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projects promise to spark significant advancements in the fields of engineering,
but also in humanity’s understanding of
its own place by confirming or revising
prevailing theories about the emergence
of the solar system and life on this planet.

6. Exoplanets

It is highly unlikely humans will ever set
foot, never mind settle, on K2-315b, an
Earth-sized exoplanet orbiting a dwarf
star 186 light-years away. For one, its
measured surface temperature of 350 C is
just a touch too toasty for human habitation. That said, future earthly visitors to

two decades ago, have not only revolutionized scientific understanding in
turning prevailing theories of planetary
mechanics upside-down. They have also
raised profound questions about humanity’s own origin, future and possibilities,
as astronomer-cum-philosopher Benjamin
Pope from New York University recently
put it. “We ultimately want to understand
our place in the cosmos: [Are] we alone or
is there life elsewhere?”
The search for, and continuous discovery of, exoplanets has undeniably aided
the search for an answer to this question.
It has not only confirmed the existence of
planets outside of our own solar system,

ESO/M. KORNMESSER

Planet Proxima Centuri b, shown here in an artist’s rendering, orbits the red dwarf star Proxima
Centauri, the closest star to Earth’s solar system.

K2-315b would nonetheless have the opportunity to celebrate a new year every
3.14 Earth days. Scientists first discovered
this “Pi” planet in 2017 with data from
NASA’s Kepler Space Telescope, which
during its almost 10-year-long mission in
space that ended in 2018, confirmed the
existence of 2,662 exoplanets with several
thousand more awaiting confirmation.
As such, K2-315b, with its eccentric
nature, represents just a small sliver of
the expanding universe of exoplanets. As
of Nov. 19, 2020, scientists had confirmed
4,306 exoplanets, with thousands more
awaiting confirmation.
These discoveries, starting more than
diplomat and international canada

but also fired up collective imaginations,
while raising intriguing possibilities about
humans living on distant worlds.
For example, the February 2017 landmark discovery of seven Earth-size planets
orbiting the dwarf star called TRAPPIST-1,
40 light-years away, inspired artists to create an array of tourism-themed posters
that conjured up some distant future, but
also felt familiar, even comforting.
Yet none of these discoveries has been
as significant as the one of Proxima Centuri b, the closest Earth-like exoplanet.
Discovered in 2016, the mass of this planet
is 1.27 times of Earth’s and it lies within
the habitable zone of its star, Proxima

Centauri, which just happens to be part of
the Alpha Centauri system, the closest star
system to our own, just 4.22 light-years
away.
Human knowledge of Proxima Centuri
b is evolving and its location relative to its
parent star does not inevitably mean it is
a suitable “escape hatch” for humanity.
But its very existence (and that of other
exoplanets) expands humanity’s possible
frontiers. Few would have imagined it as
few as two decades ago.

7. Gravitational waves

Massive events a long time ago sometimes
leave behind small signals in the present
that change everything in the future.
This equation perhaps describes the
sequence of events that led to the historic
discovery of gravitational waves, ripples
in space time, on Sept. 14, 2015. About 1.3
billion years ago, two massive black holes,
one the size of 29 suns, the other 36 times
larger than the sun, finally merged after
wobbling toward each other at speeds of
200,000 kilometres per second. The moment of merger lasted mere fractions of a
second, but created a black hole 62 times
larger than the sun, but three suns smaller
than the sum of the two black holes. The
missing mass shuddered across the universe in the form of gravitational waves
that did not wash up on our planetary
shores until that fateful day in September 2015 when the Laser Interferometer
Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO), a
pair of instruments in Hanford, Washington, and Livingston, Louisiana, picked up
displacements in the distance between our
Sun and Earth — displacements no larger
than the width of a hydrogen atom.
This minuscule discrepancy, however,
was enough to confirm the existence of
gravitational waves, which every object
can create, true to the often-quoted aphorism that you can shake the universe by
shaking your fist, with the proviso that
existing instruments would never detect
it. Only large catastrophic events leave
behind measurable gravitational waves
by virtue of the fact that gravity is the
weakest of the four fundamental forces in
the universe, the other three being electromagnetism, the strong (nuclear) force
and the weak (nuclear) force. If it had not
been for constant refinements by countless
scientists and engineers working across
decades and continents, the waves created
by the aforementioned collision of black
holes would have simply remained theory.
The confirmation of gravitational
waves has since catapulted humanity’s
35
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understanding of the universe into a different sphere. While invisible to the naked
eye, astrophysicists can now use them to
“see” phenomena (such as black holes)
previously hidden from scientific sight,
and several recent discoveries have relied
on the detection of gravitational waves.
The confirmation of gravitational
waves also underscores the genius of
Albert Einstein. He first predicted in 1916
that massive objects whirling in certain
ways could create gravitational waves. As
such, he built on his general theory of relativity that explains gravity as the warping
of spacetime by mass or energy.
Twenty years later, Einstein recanted
his own conclusion, only to stick with it
at the last minute, after peer-review had
poked holes in his math. In other words,
he had it right the first time.

8. Discovery of Higgs-Boson
particle

British physicist Peter Higgs, a self-described atheist, never cared for the popular term with which the media have
described the particle bearing his name
and said to explain the universe: the socalled “God” particle.
“Well, that was the bad joke of the
author of a book who wanted to call his
book, ‘That Goddamn Particle’ because it
was going to be difficult to find,” he said
in a 2013 television interview, one year
after the discovery in April 2012.
Said author was fellow physicist Leon
36

The discovery by British physicist Peter Higgs of
the Higgs-Boson particle caused celebrations in
the scientific community.

the same time as the other three — Carl
Hagen, Gerald Guralnik and Tom Kibble
— can also claim pioneer status in the
field. But the work of Higgs and his colleagues remained theoretical until the
Large Hadron Collider (LHC) operated by
the Conseil Européen pour la Recherche
Nucléaire (CERN) in Geneva proved its
existence.
This fundamental discovery caused

celebrations in the scientific community.
Even the unassuming Higgs allowed himself a moment of elation when he called it
“an incredible thing that happened in my
lifetime.”
The discovery made Higgs the instant
favourite for the Nobel Prize in Physics, which he and Englert duly received
in 2013. But Higgs (whom The New York
Times described as the J.D. Salinger of
physics) did not care much for the publicity surrounding his person and always
made it a point to recognize Brout, whose
death one year before confirmation of the
particle made him ineligible for the Nobel
Prize.
In fact, were it not for the rule that no
more than three individuals can share a
Nobel Prize, Hagen, Guralnik and Kibble
could have also received the 2013 prize.

9. Women in politics

First the bad news. At the current pace, it
will take 94.5 years to close the political
empowerment gap between women and
men, as defined by the World Economic
Forum in its 2020 Global Gender Gap Report (released in 2019.) While the overall
average shows a gap of 31.4 per cent, the
largest average disparity exists in the field
of political empowerment, where the gap
stands at 75.3 per cent and it is dismaying
to report that the current rate of female
participation in politics represents a “significant” increase from the last assessment
in the report’s 2018 edition. According to
the report, women held only 25 per cent
of 35,127 legislative seats and held only
21 per cent of 3,343 ministerial portfolios.
In some countries, women are not represented at all and 85 out of 153 countries
covered in the report are still waiting for
their first female head of state 50 years on.
While many experts have expressed
concerns about the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on women, 2020 may
also go down as a watershed year for female leadership, starting with the election
of Kamala Harris as the first female vicepresident of the United States, an historic
development by any measure.
Equally influential figures during
2020 were Svyatlana Tsikhanouskaya,
Maryya Kalesnikava and Veranika Tsapkala. Their role in the ongoing uprising
against the autocratic rule of Belarussian
President Aleksandr Lukashenko has led
to claims that Belarus might be the site of
the world’s first feminist revolution.
Iranian Nasrin Sotoudeh, meanwhile,
has become a global figure in the fight for
human rights, having already co-won the
WINTER 2021 | JAN-FEB-MAR
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The northern arm of the LIGO interferometer on
Hanford Reservation in Washington confirmed
gravitational waves, pushing our understanding
of the universe into a new sphere.

Lederman, who had pitched the initial
title because it underscored the elusiveness of the particle. But pressure from
publishers eventually led Lederman to
accept the title of God Particle, a concession
to commercial realities that has caused
much consternation in the scientific community, because it actually confuses the
public, while likely offending religious
individuals.
Simply put, Higgs-Boson is a subatomic particle that helps to explain why
matter has mass. It is, in the words of the
New Scientist, the “fundamental unit, or
quantum of the Higgs field, an all-pervading entity” through which all particles
must pass. As Scientific American describes
it, particles get their mass by interacting
with the so-called Higgs field said to pervade space, just as swimmers get wet by
moving through a pool.
More research remains and the HiggsBoson may actually only be the first of a
family of such particles that humans have
discovered.
The discovery of the particle was, in
many ways, a team effort. In 1964, Belgians François Englert and the late Robert
Brout published a paper on the subject.
Higgs followed a few weeks later with
a comparable, but independent piece of
work, which experts say went further than
the Belgians’ paper.
A second trio of scientists, working at
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prestigious Sakharov Prize for freedom of
thought in 2012 and the alternative Nobel
Prize in 2020. Sentenced to 38 years in
prison and 148 lashes in March 2019 for
having defended women who defied the
Iranian regime by refusing to wear their
headscarves in public, Sotoudeh has not
flinched in the face of injustice in serving
as an inspiring beacon for others to withstand intimidation and oppression.
The response to the COVID-19 pandemic has also drawn attention to dif-

Women in Poland and Hungary, meanwhile, led the opposition to efforts by their
governments to curtail rights, with COVID-19 serving as convenient pretext for
those totalitarian temptations.
As such, these figures showed that
women were on the front lines of response
to the various effects of COVID-19. They
may also well inspire others to step into
the political arena so that women do not
have to wait another century for true
equality.

enhanced medical diagnosis, safer streets
and faster scientific research in every
imaginable field.
Experts at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) have also countered
predictions that AI-powered robots will
leave an army of unemployed workers. Technological changes have always
produced employment changes and the
real challenge is not technological, but political, in reforming existing employment
and educational systems to maximize the
advantages of AI.
In fact, AI can help humans to create a “new, equitable social contract” in
sparking nothing less than a 21st-Century
version of the Renaissance that propelled
Europe into modernity, as Kai-Fu Lee, one

Experts at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology have argued that AI-powered
robots, such as Kismet, pictured here, will not
leave an army of unemployed workers.

WANG YU CHING / OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT / MIT MUSEUM

The response to the COVID-19 pandemic has drawn attention to differences in female and male
leadership styles. Countries run by women, such as Taiwan's President Tsai Ing-wen, have fared better.

ferences in female and male leadership
styles. While it would be a mistake to
make general statements, few have missed
that countries led by blustering, rash male
politicians (Boris Johnson, Donald Trump)
have not fared so well. By contrast, countries led by women, such as New Zealand
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, Taiwanese
President Tsai Ing-wen, Finnish Prime
Minister Sanna Marin and, to a lesser degree, German Chancellor Angela Merkel,
have had demonstrably more success in
dealing with the crisis, even when accounting for other factors.
Europe’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020 has also had a distinct
female face, with EU president Ursula
von der Leyen and Merkel on the political
side and Christine Lagarde as president of
the European Central Bank on the institutional side.
diplomat and international canada

10. Artificial intelligence

Let us first acknowledge the critics of artificial intelligence (AI) and their genuine
concerns, starting with Israeli historian
Yuval Noah Harari, who argues that artificial intelligence will help totalitarian leaders achieve levels of control that would
have made the tyrants of the 20th Century envious. One does not need to look
further than Communist China’s social
credit system to see how non-democratic
regimes can use AI to help monitor the
moves, even the motives, of millions.
The eminent thinker, along with others,
also warns of significant economic (and
therefore political) upheaval as AI renders
reams of jobs, even entire sectors, unnecessary. But this view must be balanced
with the immense possible benefits of AI.
They include the development of drugs
with speeds previously unimaginable,

of the world’s leading authorities on AI
and author of AI Superpowers: China, Silicon Valley and the New World Order recently
argued in The New York Times. “With machines taking over many duties and tasks
in the new economy, AI will inject flexibility into traditional working patterns,
allowing us to rethink what work-life
balance should look like and transforming both the weekday routine and retirement thresholds,” he writes. “With more
freedom and time in such a new social
contract, people will be liberated to follow
their passions, creativity and talents, and
to let that personal exploration inform
their careers as never before.”
Such a future may sound overly optimistic, but why not try for it?
Wolfgang Depner lives and writes in
Greater Victoria, where he teaches at
Royal Roads University. He has previously taught political theory, international relations and Canadian politics
at the University of British Columbia,
Okanagan Campus.
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The
COVID
crushers

These 10 countries responded well to the pandemic — and have the
numbers to prove it.
By Laura Neilson Bonikowsky

T

NIAID

he novel coronavirus SARS-CoV2, COVID-19, has taken
lives, disrupted our days, ruined businesses, spread fear
and birthed a plethora of conspiracy theories. In that, it is
very much like earlier pandemics.
A disease becomes a pandemic when it becomes prevalent
over a whole country or the world. Pandemics have included
smallpox, leprosy, influenza, cholera and the plague, the deadliest pandemic in history overall.
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The plague is spread mainly by vermin,
but the deadliest form, which affects the
lungs, can spread human-to-human. It
recurred over centuries, killing 200 million
between 1347 and 1351 alone. In its last
big outbreak, the Great Plague of London
in 1665, it killed 100,000 Londoners in
just seven months. Plague doctors wore
cone masks filled with aromatic herbs and

Responses to pandemics have changed
little throughout history. The first effort
was always to close borders. When that
didn’t keep disease out, officials imposed
distancing rules that some ignored. While
nobody was safe, those who gathered in
groups became ill in greater numbers.
Victims were quarantined, the dead often
buried in mass graves. Conspiracy theo-

of COVID, is it a COVID death? In some
regions, it is; in others, it’s not.
Cases were declining globally until
the autumn surge was brought on by
COVID-weariness and people ignoring
recommendations. There is no consensus
for comparing national performance. Case
counts and deaths per capita can be collected, but the story they tell is incomplete
— how sick were people, how old, how
many fatalities had co-morbidities? Testing finds the virus, but as a performance
metric it is ambiguous; the number of
tests performed does not signify the actual
number of people tested because some are
tested more than once.
All countries have responded with
handwashing, masks, testing, contact tracing and quarantine, but their success has
varied. Besides these methods, the most
successful countries have in common
a plan and a high level of compliance,
whether from nationalism, confidence in
their government or fear of punishment.
This survey considers population size
and compares reported cumulative cases
versus deaths per capita as an indication
of how well countries have contained the
virus and isolated COVID cases. Areas
with small populations and no cases or
only sporadic outbreaks are not included.
Data are from national centres for disease
control, the Foreign Policy COVID-19
Global Response Index (to Oct. 1), World
Health Organization (WHO) Coronavirus
Dashboard, CovidStatistics.org, Johns
Hopkins University COVID-19 Dashboard
and the Central Intelligence Agency World
Factbook. Statistics and rankings may
change after our deadline.

Vietnam

Instant noodles were a big item on the panic-buying list of Vietnamese residents. The country has
fared extremely well during the COVID-19 pandemic, with only 0.3 deaths per million people.

dried flowers to ward off the miasma of
disease.
The Spanish flu pandemic (1918–1919)
infected 500 million and killed 50 million. It closed businesses and schools and
caused food shortages. People isolated
and wore masks and bags of camphor, but
the virus spread in a deadly wave, carried
by celebrations welcoming soldiers home
from the First World War.
40

ries proliferated and many blamed the
disease on outsiders and minorities.
The response to COVID-19 is familiar,
though effective vaccines will be a gamechanger. COVID-19 has been as confusing as any other pandemic. Information
from health officials and governments is
conflicting. Reporting is politicized and
uncertain. Record-keeping is inconsistent
— if a person dies with COVID, but not

Vietnam’s population is among the highest in the world. From the beginning, the
government acted on its own, rather than
wait for direction from the WHO.
Within days of the first cases being
identified on Jan. 23, the government established the National Steering Committee
on Epidemic Prevention and declared a
national epidemic. As the virus spread in
other countries, Deputy Prime Minister Vu
Doc Dam observed that, if anti-outbreak
measures were not undertaken properly,
the country would be “beaten from both
inside and outside.”
Officials immediately initiated their
WINTER 2021 | JAN-FEB-MAR
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Population: 98,721,275
Confirmed cases: 1,346 (14 per million)
Deaths: 35 (0.3 per million)
Tests: 1,339,465 (13,710 per million)
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The national health system includes
a digital health-care record being used
to alert doctors about patients at higher
risk due to travel. The Taiwan Centers for
Disease Control provide regular online
updates of testing results with patient information (age, gender), how and where
the virus was contracted and the severity
of symptoms.

Thailand

Population: 68,977,400
Confirmed cases: 3,998 (58 per million)
Deaths: 60 (0.8 per million)
Tests: 977,854 (13,995 per million)

TAIWAN MILITARY NEWS AGENCY / CHAINWIT

Members of the Taiwanese military disinfect public spaces in the fight against COVID-19.

emergency plan, restricting movement
where needed, locking down villages and
communes as advised by the health ministry, monitoring and ultimately closing the
border with China. They directed relevant
agencies, doctors and clinics to prepare.
They also implemented a vast contacttracing operation and health checks at
borders. Schools closed at the end of January for the Lunar New Year holiday and
remained closed until mid-May.
Transparent and public information has
been a powerful tool, invoking the population’s sense of responsibility and framing the virus as a common foreign enemy,
invoking the nation’s history of threat by
invaders. The approach is targeted, lowcost and effective.

Taiwan

Population: 23,508,428
Confirmed cases: 675 (28 per million)
Deaths: 7 (0.2 per million)
Tests: 110,332 (4,629 per million)
diplomat and international canada

Taiwan’s first COVID case appeared in
January. It was ready with a plan derived
from lessons learned from the 2003 SARS
epidemic when Taiwan had the thirdhighest infection rate among affected
countries. It had a stockpile of masks
available and created apps to provide
real-time updates of mask availability. Its
approach also involved strong leadership.
When the WHO declared the pandemic
on March 11, Taiwan wasted no time closing its borders and banning arrivals by
foreign nationals. It has maintained tight
control over its borders and traces 20 to 30
contacts per case.
Every public building requires temperature checks and masks for entrance.
Those breaking quarantine or not wearing
masks in designated areas are subject to
large fines. Social pressure plays a role;
naming and shaming rule breakers has become part of Taiwan’s culture. People feel
a strong sense of community, certain that
acting together in the community’s best
interest will ensure they prevail.

In October, officials from the WHO and
Thailand’s ministry of public health reviewed Thailand’s COVID-19 plan. They
identified successes in the first six months
of the pandemic and determined how
vulnerabilities could be corrected and
strengths reinforced. Their findings are
useful for other Southeast Asian countries.
The study credited Thailand’s success to strong leadership informed by
science; an effective and well-resourced
public health system; lessons learned
from the SARS, Avian Influenza and
H1N1 outbreaks; early screening; cultural
norms such as non-contact greeting and
mask-wearing; and a “whole of society”
approach that includes collaboration with
the academic and private sectors. Recommendations include a national digital data
system to support decision-making, an
enhanced surveillance system to identify

This supermarket in Bangkok requires visitors
to scan a QR code before entering. Staff are
doubly protected with face masks and shields.

cases and a national quarantine authority.
Thailand implemented “Thai Chana”
(Thailand wins), a tracking app that requires users to scan the QR code of each
place they enter and leave. It advises
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customers about crowded premises, if
there is a threat nearby (non-compliant
business or infected person) and sends
an SMS notice for a free COVID test. It
can also be used to report non-compliant
businesses. While the government says
tracked information is available only to
the Department of Disease Control, some
worry about privacy.

New Zealand

Population: 4,510,327
Confirmed cases: 2,056 (411 per million)
Deaths: 25 (5 per million)
Tests: 1,275,525 (254,998 per million)

On Jan. 30, when the WHO declared an
emergency, New Zealand implemented
preventive measures, following the science to act quickly to find, isolate and
track contacts to curb the virus. It recorded
its first case on Feb. 28.
New Zealand has the advantage of a
rich economy, advanced health system
and public confidence in the government.

New Zealand was an early adopter of Plexiglas
in grocery stores.

It used tiered alert levels to introduce restrictions. Level 1 imposed flight bans to
certain countries and a 14-day quarantine
for returning travellers; level 2 enforced
social distancing and precautions for
high-risk groups and gatherings; level 3
confined people to social bubbles and encouraged working from home; and level
4 put the entire country into quarantine
at home, except essential workers, from
March 26 to April 10.
The country began to de-escalate on
April 28 and in June, Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern announced, “we are confident we have eliminated transmission of
the virus…for now.” The country experienced a setback later in June by allowing
a quarantine exception for two women
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arriving from the U.K. to visit a dying
relative, despite feeling ill and not having been tested. Both subsequently tested
positive, ending 24 COVID-free days and
beginning a resurgence of cases. Continuing its measured approach has kept New
Zealand’s COVID numbers low.

Japan

Population: 126,451,398
Confirmed cases: 146,760 (1,162 per million)
Deaths: 2,119 (17 per million)
Tests: 3,502,536 (27,729 per million)

Japan’s success with COVID has been a
mystery to researchers. It is a highly populated country, with the highest density
of senior citizens in the world and close
proximity to China. Its low numbers at
the beginning of the pandemic caused
speculation that Japan was not reporting
honestly, reminiscent of the Fukushima
nuclear disaster when Japan initially denied the meltdowns. The Summer Olympics were also at stake.
The government’s handling of the

pandemic was initially haphazard — it
declared an emergency and implemented
restrictions later than other nations — yet
managed a low fatality rate. Japan’s first
COVID diagnosis came in mid-January
and case numbers have remained lower
than many of its peer countries, although
the fall surge has increased cases.
Japan has taken a cluster-based
approach, which proposes that
a cluster is formed because infected individuals quickly infect others. Each cluster
is tracked to the original infection and
those who are infectious are isolated to
prevent spread and create chains of clusters. Health officials conduct pinpoint testing, so broad testing is not required.
Additionally, some measures are ingrained in Japanese culture. Many wear
masks and greeting etiquette is bowing.

Australia

Population: 23,232,413
Confirmed cases: 27,785 (1,085 per million)
Deaths: 907 (35 per million)
Tests: 9,554,441 (373,032 per million)
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Japanese officials and experts, shown here at their first pandemic meeting in February 2020, have
helped keep COVID-19 at bay, thanks to a cluster-based approach to tracking infections.
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Australia experienced a setback on March 19, 2020, when the Ruby Princess cruise ship, shown here, disembarked 2,700 passengers in Sydney Harbour.
They weren’t screened, nor were they told to self-isolate. When cases surged in July, Melbourne residents experienced the world's strictest lockdown.

Australia recorded its first cases on Jan. 25.
In early March, most states controversially
closed their borders and implemented the
usual measures, along with enforcement
of strict rules.
Australia experienced a setback on
March 19 by allowing the cruise ship Ruby
Princess to disembark 2,700 passengers in
Sydney Harbour to catch trains, planes
and buses home. They were not screened,
told to self-isolate or informed of cases
onboard. Within days, 21 of 48 people who
had tested positive were found in other
states. By March 24, a total of 133 cases
were linked to the ship. Ultimately, at least
662 people connected to the cruise were
diagnosed with coronavirus.
In Melbourne in July, a surge of 700plus cases daily prompted what has been
called the world’s strictest lockdown; it
lasted 112 days. Residents could go no
further than five kilometres from home or
leave with more than one family member.
Police checked identification randomly
and fined rule-breakers. Anti-lockdown
protesters were arrested. In nine public
housing towers, 3,000 people (mostly immigrants) were locked in their units 24/7
diplomat and international canada

for two weeks.
On Nov. 1, Health Minister Greg
Hunter announced the first day since
June 9 with “zero community transmission.” On Nov. 13, the health ministry announced its COVID-19 vaccination policy.
Vaccinations are free and encouraged, but
won’t be mandatory. The national or state
governments may require proof of vaccination for entry or re-entry.

wal Muslimin (JNIM), al-Qaeda’s affiliate
in West Africa, and the Islamic State in the
Greater Sahara (ISGS), both of which are

Ghana

Population: 27,499,924
Confirmed cases: 51,667 (1,649 per million)
Deaths: 323 (10 per million)
Tests: 592,285 (18,900 per million)

Ghana has done well in the pandemic because of its proactive public health policy,
strong leadership and reliance on facts despite poor population health and a weak
health-care system. The country’s low
case incidence is particularly noteworthy
given that the government is also dealing
with insurgence and focusing on counterterrorism against Jama’at Nasr al-Islam

Ghanaians are shown here making PPE for
front-line workers. The country's proactive
health policy has helped curb its case numbers.

spreading westward.
Ghana uses pooled testing to enhance
testing capacity and drones to collect
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A clinic at the Nairobi Hospital in Kenya — the UN has partnered with the hospital to build, equip and operate a COVID-19 treatment facility for 20,000
UN staff and families based in Kenya and beyond.

Senegal

Population: 16,898,799
Confirmed cases: 16,089 (951 per million)
Deaths: 333 (20 per million)
Tests: 230,861 (13,642 per million)

Senegal began developing its response on
Jan. 30. On March 2, it became the fourth
African country to confirm COVID-19, in a
traveller returning from France. President
46

Macky Sall imposed a curfew, closed schools
and mosques and restricted domestic travel.
The country’s early prospects did not
inspire confidence. It has a fragile healthcare system with a low budget, scarcity of
beds and only seven doctors per 100,000
people. The country learned from the
2014 Ebola outbreak that quick action and
contact tracing are effective. Senegal’s response has been scientific and innovative.
The country has developed a $1 coronavirus test kit and a $60-ventilator made with
3D-printed parts.
Mobile labs return test results within
24 hours. Red Cross volunteers distribute
food to people quarantined in hotels.
Communication from the government has
been transparent and science-based, with
no prevarication about the seriousness of
COVID. Experts disagree on the reason for
Senegal’s success, whether it’s due to the
government’s response or herd immunity.
In late November, the Virtual University of Senegal began testing a mathematical algorithm using the Atos company’s
BullSequana X800 supercomputer, which
models the spread of COVID-19 to evaluate containment measures.

Kenya
Population: 47,615,739
Confirmed cases: 83,618 (1,541 per million)
Deaths: 1,469 (27 per million)
Tests: 888,971 (16,385 per million)

The United Nations has praised the
Kenyan government’s initiatives to control
the spread of COVID-19.
Kenya imposed constraints early in
April, including restrictions on public
transportation, passenger rail service,
e-hailing and air travel. Proximity restrictions include only one rider on a bicycle
and 50 per cent of licensed capacity per
private vehicle. There are penalties for
breaking the rules, such as vehicle impounding. Travel through infected areas
is monitored by GIS (geographic information system); the government can impose
restrictions or deliver services as needed.
Nairobi, site of the only UN headquarters in Africa, provides services to UN
operations in more than 150 countries. Antonio Guterres, UN secretary-general, has
said the UN considers Kenya’s world-class
WINTER 2021 | JAN-FEB-MAR

THE NAIROBI HOSPITAL

samples from 1,000 health facilities. Labs
combine samples from several people and
test them together for coronavirus genetic material. If a batch tests negative
for COVID-19, the patients are cleared. If
it tests positive, the samples are retested
individually or in smaller groups. COVIDpositive people are isolated and quarantined. Ghana began testing contacts before
other countries.
A unique feature of Ghana’s response
is ubiquitous wash stations with Veronica
Buckets, a device developed in Ghana
comprising a barrel of water with a tap at
the bottom and basin below to catch waste
water.
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UNHCR employees distribute health kits in Senegal on World Refugee Day 2020. Senegal’s response has been scientific and innovative. The country has
developed a $1 coronavirus test kit and a $60-ventilator made with 3D-printed parts.

hospitals the best place to provide emergency medical treatment of humanitarian,
development and peacekeeping personnel
and their families. The UN partnered with
the Nairobi Hospital to build, equip and
operate a COVID-19 treatment facility
for 20,000 UN staff and families based in
Kenya and beyond, as well as Kenyans,
reducing congestion at other facilities.
The facility opened on Nov. 13, with 20
ICU beds, a 45-bed high dependency unit,
85 general beds and infectious diseases
triage.

South Korea has an adaptive healthcare system, open communication and an
infectious disease emergency-management system, which includes prevention

South Korea

Population: 51,709,108
Confirmed cases: 34,201 (667 per million)
Deaths: 526 (10 per million)
Tests: 3,046,971 (59,410 per million)

South Korea reported its first COVID-19
case on Jan. 20. By early March, cases had
surged to 3,000 and South Korea had the
highest number of cases outside of China.
But in a short time, the country slowed the
spread without devastating its national
health systems or its economy.
diplomat and international canada

South Korea slowed its spread of COVID-19
quickly without devastating its national health
systems or its economy.

and preparedness plans that are updated
every five years based on lessons learned
from disease outbreaks. The government
addressed COVID regionally, imposing
restrictions and strengthening preventive
measures where required.
The country’s comprehensive approach
included the first drive-thru screening
centres, walk-thru screening stations, a
self-diagnosis app and community treatment centres. South Korea adopted several
policy strategies — swift action; widespread testing; contact tracing using AI
for data analytics; treatment; and publicprivate co-operation.
COVID-positive patients are classified
according to the severity of symptoms and
treated accordingly. Specialized hospitals
have been set up and medical staff provided where they are needed.
Communication measures include
social media to correct inaccurate information and reminders to wash hands, wear
masks, practise physical distancing and
advise where masks are available.
Laura Neilson Bonikowsky is an Alberta
writer who can't wait to travel again.
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What Biden should do in Africa

Robert I.
Rotberg

U

.S. President Joe Biden and Secretary of State Tony Blinken have
not yet decided who will be in
charge of Africa policy-making, but we
already know that the nations of Africa
will be respected, befriended and hardly
consigned to the lavatory and schoolboy
lavatory talk. Biden has travelled to Africa
multiple times. Blinken, on Biden’s behalf,
48

will need to oversee and restore trust in
other key geographical arenas, but he has
visited the continent and will doubtless
want and need to deepen engagement
across Africa, not only in order to compete effectively with China and Russia.
Moreover, Africa’s serious security issues
are already vexing Washington, with no
easy answers in sight.
Simply by listening to African concerns
sympathetically, the new U.S. foreign
policy establishment will begin to recover
the enormous losses in American prestige,
comity and influence that occurred as a result of President Donald Trump’s hostility
and disdain. Despite the Trump-inspired
assault on the Capitol Building, the electoral preferences of the American people
prevailed and a transfer of power took
place. Notwithstanding the tumult, that

should reassure civil society and democrats throughout the African continent
that despots need not rule and that there
is hope for major improvements of governance in their own home countries.
Changing the atmosphere, and the better and more collegial manner in which
the United States interacts with each
African nation, will constitute positive
development and be widely cheered in
the disparate and very differently situated
countries of the continent. But Africans
will lean on Washington to engage far
more even than the Obama administration
chose to do.
Under Biden, the U.S. can strengthen
its diplomatic and bureaucratic posture
in and towards Africa, both grievously
weakened by Trump’s neglect and antagonism. Washington needs to send
WINTER 2021 | JAN-FEB-MAR
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Under U.S. President Joe Biden, shown here, and Secretary of State Tony Blinken, Africans can expect to be respected, befriended and no longer
consigned to the rude discourse and name-calling they have been for the past few years.
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well-prepared professionals (not wealthy
Republican contributors) to restore embassies to their former significance as both listening posts and proponents of American
soft power. Already, China has embassies
in more countries, and more diplomatic
and military personnel overall, than the
U.S. in Africa, especially in sub-Saharan
Africa.
The U.S., at one time, spoke out
strongly for democracy and good governance, and provided foreign assistance to
African countries that sought capacitybuilding in public administration and
leadership techniques. Those initiatives
need to be resumed, as should steady
support for civil society, enhanced accountability and transparency, statistical
services, environmental scientific learning, non-violent methods of protest and
every variety of educational opportunity
enhancement.
Africa’s authoritarians should be
checked by U.S. attention to and careful critiquing of human rights violators,
corrupt kleptocrats and those tolerant of
internal discrimination and abuse. The
U.S.’s new African policy establishment
hence will need to craft effective responses, for example, to Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni’s curbing of free
expression, Equatorial Guinean President
Obiang Nguema’s theft of his country’s oil
revenues, Zimbabwean President Emmerson Mnangagwa’s continued corruption
and Ethiopian President Abiy Ahmed’s
ethnic cleansing attacks in his country.
There is much to do with and in Africa.
Merely confirming the African Growth
and Opportunity Preferential Trade Act
that permits a number of African countries
to send manufactured goods and some
agricultural products to the U.S. without paying high duties will be salutary.
However, imports from Africa into the
U.S. have fallen drastically since about
2011, thanks to growing petroleum selfsufficiency in the United States. (Nigerian
oil had previously comprised the most
valuable of imports to the United States
from sub-Saharan Africa.) U.S. exports
to sub-Saharan Africa peaked in 2014 at
US$25.49 billion. The numbers for American imports are regularly much higher,
reaching US$86 billion in 2008. In 2019, the
U.S. only exported US$16 billion worth
of goods to sub-Saharan Africa, the sales
of Boeing aircraft (among other products)
having slowed considerably. In the same
year, the U.S. imported just US$20 billion
worth of textiles, shellfish and grains from
sub-Saharan Africa, down from US$74
billion in 2011 and US$39 billion in 2013.
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Through regulatory amendments, the
Biden administration could expand the list
of products eligible for preferential tariff
treatment and thus help African producers
and growers.
The Biden administration can act symbolically, too: Speaking from the White
House and the State Department against
dictators and in support of democrats
from both bully pulpits will help Africans shift more of their polities in the
democratic direction. Making it evident,
early, that Biden will invite no despots
to the White House and will also assist
Africa’s struggling, middle-class-driven
efforts towards reform should help. Biden
has already signalled that he will not be
glad-handing autocrats. “No more blank
cheques for Trump’s favourite dictator,” Biden tweeted in July, referring to
Egyptian President Abdel Fatah el-Sisi. A
presidential visit to the African continent
would also be welcome, and widely embraced by Africans.
All of these shifts in posture will help
counter China’s growing economic involvement with Africa and its influence
in many of its countries. China’s Belt and
Road Initiative has reached northeastern
Africa; China has constructed a new port
in Djibouti and also established a military outpost in that Red Sea nation, near
American and French bases. Elsewhere,
China has built roads and railways, pipelines, dams and power stations, football

stadiums and political party headquarters,
water-pumping facilities and much more.
China supplies news items to Kenyan television and teaches Mandarin to thousands
of African schoolchildren.
None of those Chinese incursions
into Africa threatens American interests
directly. China, the U.S., Europe and Japan each purchase the primary mineral
resources of Africa that they require without being hindered because of nationality. But with economic influence comes
political engagement, votes in the United
Nations and in a host of other international organizations, the training of future
generations and a retreat from Western
democratic ideals. Under Biden, support
for ethical universalism, anti-corruption
and democratic political values can be
resumed.
Africa poses a severe threat to world
order. So, despite the Trump administration’s attempt to retreat from arenas for
which it had no affinity, the incoming
Biden team needs to do exactly the opposite if Africans are going to be spared
even more mayhem than they currently
endure, and if the health and well-being
of Africans are going to become a priority.
Wars in Africa spread elsewhere. Hungry
Africans migrate, especially to Europe.
Insecurity there even affects security at
home. A more peaceful Africa allows better governments to exist and grow. If it can
assist Africa in curtailing a legion of insur-

Climate change is causing rivers in Africa, such as this one, to dry up. It can also foster civil conflict as
seen in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of Congo and the Central African Republic, not to
mention the insurgency-inflicted areas, writes Robert I. Rotberg.
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This map of Africa details its many climates in 2016, according to the Köppen-Geiger climate
classification.

gent jihadists, the U.S. will only help itself.
The first test is Somalia. The Biden
team and Lloyd Austin, Biden’s chosen
secretary of defence, will need to send
special forces, foolishly withdrawn by
his predecessor, Chris Miller, back to
counter a newly emboldened al-Shabaab
jihadist insurgency group. An al-Qaeda
affiliate, it is poised to continue harassing Somali citizens; attacking parliament,
hotels and offices even in Mogadishu,
the country’s capital; exacting tolls over
rural commerce; profiting from transporting Pakistani heroin destined for Europe;
and generally causing destruction wherever and whenever it can — even across
the border into Kenya. The U.S. deploys
drones against al-Qaeda to some modest effect from Kenya and Djibouti. But
to counter al-Shabaab, al-Qaeda and a
related Islamic State detachment in the
same region, U.S. military personnel need
to be there, alongside Somali troops. As
the Somali colonel in charge of an elite
commando force trained and assisted by
the removed U.S. special forces said: “You
can launch and stage operations from
countries like Djibouti and Kenya, but it’s
not the same as being in the country. You
50

can’t train a force remotely.” Moreover,
al-Shabaab has threatened to attack the
U.S. directly; U.S. forces are required on
the ground to help the Somali army and
an African Union army defeat al-Shabaab.
Another worrying insurgency, spun off
from Somalia, exists farther down the East
African coast, straddling the TanzanianMozambican border. There, an Islamist
insurgency is only a few years old, but it
has already wreaked havoc on the forces
of Mozambique and deterred oil and gas
drilling by American and other concerns
offshore. It also smuggles heroin from
Pakistan and Somalia into South Africa
and beyond, to Europe. The new Biden
administration needs to concern itself
militarily and diplomatically with this rebellion, and to seek a way of stanching its
profitable trade in narcotics.
Of much longer standing are the wars
in northeastern Nigeria and across the
nearby Sahel, including Burkina Faso,
Mali and Niger. These wars are perpetrated by Islamists affiliated separately
to al-Qaeda and to the Islamic State, but
Boko Haram is in conflict with the Nigerian state. And al-Qaeda in the Maghreb
(AQIM) attacks and plunders across three

Sahelian countries from bases in Algeria,
Libya and northern Mali. An outpost
of the Islamic State also operates in the
same territories. Originally ideologically
inspired movements, each now is focused
more on the control of narcotics shipping
routes across the Sahara and on pillaging
locally.
For its own safety and to rescue the
people of several fragile nations, as well
as in order to slow the movement of migrants toward Libyan ports and Europe,
the U.S. will surely seek to continue to
assist local armies and French and British
soldiers in containing jihadist militancy in
these areas south of the Sahara. It recently
constructed a big base for surveillance and
attack drones in northwestern Niger, and
has employed them mostly to gather intelligence. The Trump administration threatened to close down the base and leave
the battle against Islamists to France and
weakened local forces. Instead, the Biden
administration needs to work more and
more closely with its French and British allies, and to bolster local armies, especially
in Nigeria. To leave these parts of West Africa to unravel before plundering Islamists
would be the height of folly.
Another war in that region pits Englishspeaking Cameroonians against French
speakers, the majority in that country.
Autocratic President Paul Biya, 87, has
lived mostly in Switzerland for 37 years,
but still attempts to use soldiers to oppress those of his countrymen who speak
English and who have tired of being systematically discriminated against. Biden’s
Africa team should put pressure on Biya
to find a negotiated solution to a civil conflict that threatens to cause thousands of
deaths and much starvation.
The U.S. will want to rein in Ethiopian
punishment of Tigray and Tigrayans.
Blinken needs to intervene as soon as he
can to restore peace and the promise of
fair treatment to Tigrayans.
A bigger, even more cataclysmic battle
for Africa (and the rest of the world) concerns global warming and climate change.
Already cyclones have spun out of the Indian Ocean to the shores of Mozambique
with unusual force, rivers across the continent have flooded and low-lying West
African coastal regions have been submerged. At the same time, large swathes
of Africa have remained profoundly dry.
The intertropical convergence, which
brings rain to the centre of the continent
from the Atlantic Ocean, has weakened
along with monsoons from the east, the
rainfall on which 500 million African
farmers and consumers depend to nourish
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their cash and subsistence crops. The monsoons are no longer reliable. People starve;
the United Nations’ World Food Program
has been feeding about one-third of Zimbabwe’s people, for example, for several
years. In addition to curbing its own CO2
emissions, the U.S. needs to work with
Africans to slow their own CO2 and to
mitigate the effects of Chinese, Indian, and
recently, American neglect.
Severe climate change fosters civil conflict, as in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of Congo and the Central
African Republic, not to mention the insurgency-inflicted areas. It also has pitted
pastoral herders against settled farmers,
in competition for forage, as in northern
Nigeria. For those reasons as well as
global ones, the U.S. needs to show Africa
that it is redoubling its announced effort
to diminish its carbon dioxide and methane emissions, and to join others — even
China — in doing less harm to Africa.
In the meantime, the Biden government should increase humanitarian assistance to Africa’s poorer and hungrier
countries such as Liberia, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Aid
should go, too, to leadership training as
well as to valuable infrastructure projects.
One arena in which former president

Above is a confrontation between al-Shabaab
and African Union troops.

Barack Obama promised to be innovative
was in helping selected African countries
invest in new forms of electricity-generation, especially solar and wind. Africa
lags far behind the rest of the world in this
regard despite an abundance of sun and
wind almost everywhere, albeit with far
too few long-distance transmission lines.
The U.S., with fairly minimal expenditures, could also help debilitated coun-

tries such as Zimbabwe to purify their
municipal water supplies and, even in an
advanced nation such as South Africa, to
assist in rehabilitating its power-generation capacity. Africa needs trees, of which
it is surprisingly bereft. A simple program
to plant thousands of trees would be welcomed everywhere, and would mitigate
global warming.
There will be innumerable urgent
global crises to resolve on Biden’s coming watch. What he does for the world,
and what he and climate czar John Kerry
do to help reduce planetary greenhouse
temperatures, will be good for Africa. If he
can turn Africa around economically and
morally, too, Africa will benefit, as will all
parts of the fragile world that we in the
northern hemisphere inhabit.
		
Robert I. Rotberg is the founding director
of Harvard Kennedy School’s Program
on Intrastate Conflict and was Fulbright
Distinguished Professor at Carleton and
Waterloo universities. He wrote The Corruption Cure (Princeton University Press,
2017) and published Anticorruption (MIT
Press) and Things Come Together: Africans
Achieving Greatness in the Twenty-first Century (Oxford University Press) in August.
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Canada could host global tribunal

The push is on for an international anti-corruption court and Canada, as a key friend of the court,
makes a befitting home for the new institution.
By Robert I. Rotberg

W

hen global human rights activists and international affairs
strategists campaigned for a
new international tribunal to help to prevent future Rwandan genocides and other
outrages, Canada was in the vanguard
of those writing and creating the Rome
Statute that established the International
Criminal Court (ICC). Likewise, when a
similar cohort of important parties gathered together to write and advocate for
the Ottawa Treaty banning the further
use of landmines, Canada took the lead.
Now is the time for bipartisan Canadians to lead the world’s attack on wanton
kleptocracy and free-wheeling kleptocrats
by helping to establish an International
Anti-Corruption Court. Appropriately,
such a new court could find a good home
in Canada, especially if Canada’s government embraced the idea and offered its
support to other concerned nations.
Former Canadian foreign minister
Lloyd Axworthy, former foreign minister,
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minister of justice and attorney-general
Peter MacKay and former justice minister
Allan Rock (who also represented Canada
at the United Nations) are now among
those prominent Canadian and world
leaders who see virtue in a new tribunal to
bring the world’s most corrupt, and hitherto impugn, leaders to justice through
such an instrument. They argue for it,
and for locating the Court in Canada, in
the two following articles in this issue of
Diplomat.
Kleptocracy and the need for a new court

Whereas corruption is the taking advantage of public office for private gain, kleptocracy, as a form of grand corruption, is
the widespread illicit shifting of a state’s
patrimony into private hands. Usually
kleptocrats are heads of state, heads of
government, or other high-ranking elected
or appointed officials who are able to
control who gets lucrative contracts (to
construct an airport, say) or concessions

(to dig for gold or drill for oil), and who
receive the resulting kickbacks. Dictators,
even more elected despots, get rich in this
manner. So do ordinary politicians, as they
did in Brazil during the multibillion-dollar
Lava Jato Car Wash escapade involving a
huge petroleum company and the largest
contracting firm in South America. The
proceeds of Lava Jato turned mere parliamentarians into kleptocrats.
Unfortunately, where there is corruption in a country, there are often kleptocrats. And where there are kleptocrats,
too often there is impunity. It is impossible for domestic courts to cope with their
own national kleptocratic crooks because
courts are hardly independent, being paid
by and controlled by the local politicians
whose avarice and actions are (or should
be) under investigation. Hence the desperate need for an International Anti-Corruption Court (IACC), in concept analogous
to, but in function and instrumentality
distinctly different from the ICC.
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Corruption remains a serious problem across the globe to the point where many are calling for an international court, one that could be located in
Canada. Shown here are Indonesian protesters calling for an end to corruption in their country.
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Judges in all jurisdictions, even the least
corrupt, are sometimes swayed by political reality. Whether they adhere in minds
and hearts to the impartial principles of
the law, they may be moved to favour
those who pay their salaries or control
their preferment and promotions. Where
the national executive or legislature hold
the budgetary reins, where the executive
interferes forcibly concerning outcomes
of individual cases, and where autocrats
decry the rule of law, it is exceedingly difficult, even for the bravest of judges, to
exercise impartiality and obey the dictates
of their judicial consciences.
The loss of judicial freedom

When and where regime corruption undermines judicial independence, forfeits
obedience to an even-handed rule of law,
impedes peaceful dispute resolution, undermines the credibility of contracts, takes
property willy-nilly and discards due
process — all on account of entrenched
corruption — foreign investors and potential aid donors become wary, economic
growth prospects suffer and homegrown
remedies are absent or unusually difficult to implement. Furthermore, absent
an affirmative judicial climate, curtailing
corruption — even minimally — becomes
highly unlikely.
If kleptocracy prevails and the courts
are thus compromised — for whatever set
of reasons and no matter to what degree
— prosecuting authorities are in cahoots
with the dominant domestic actors and
there are no internal remedies available
in any pragmatic sense, some manner of
outside intervention or mediation may be
required. That external oversight could
come most directly in the form of a new
institution, such as the proposed International Anti-Corruption Court (IACC).
Curtailing grand corruption

Any IACC-type institution would sensibly focus its energies on the curtailing of
grand corruption, leaving petty corruption
to be limited by domestic police systems
and legal-enforcement efforts. But grand
corruption of the venal kind most responsible for contract fraud, money laundering, large-scale theft from the public
purse, and deleterious educational, public
health and infrastructural disasters, can
only be pursued and prevented by investigators and prosecutors who are loyal to
an impartial institution and independent
of the domestic and thoroughly implicated
ruling clique. That could be an IACC
authorized and legitimized by the UN
General Assembly or a special convention
diplomat and international canada

or treaty analogous to the Rome Statute
that established the International Criminal
Court (ICC).
Not the ICC

The IACC, wherever it might be based,
would be mandated to investigate and
prosecute heads of state and other suspected senior-level kleptocrats and rulers
who preside over compulsively corrupt
regimes and are beyond the reach of any
(beholden) domestic judicial systems.
The convention or other mechanism that
established and empowered such a court
would stipulate whether or not an IACC
would have the ability to refer kleptocrats
to itself when it determined that local
procedures were inadequate and whole
populations were suffering. The convention might also declare that only the UN
Security Council or the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights could authorize
interventions absent local requests. The
empowering formula might restrict the
IACC’s jurisdiction only to those instances
where the offending country or its offending ruler voluntarily requested the oversight and involvement of the IACC.
Complementarity, which is what this
arrangement is called in international law,
may prove as fundamental to the operations of an IACC as it has, unfortunately,
been to the running of the ICC. (Under
this formula, the nations that never ratified the Rome Statute that established the
ICC are free from its attention unless and
until the ICC is authorized by the UN
Security Council to proceed. In the case
of ex-president Omar al-Bashir in the
Sudan, a non-signatory, the ICC could
not investigate his alleged crimes against
humanity until the Security Council gave
its OK. In 2018, the ICC attempted to
work around this constraint when it began
to investigate the actions of Myanmar,
another non-signatory, in the pursuit of
alleged genocidal attacks on its Rohingya
population. The ICC took the position
that because Bangladesh was a signatory,
and because nearly all Rohingya fled from
Myanmar to Bangladesh, it could investigate.)
Alternatively, an authorizing method
more effective than that created for the
ICC might be found to make the operations of an IACC comprehensive and
inclusive. Because frail and failing nationstates across the globe often find it difficult
forensically to investigate and thoroughly
follow the tortuous and devious trails
that would-be kleptocrats and other venal
politicians make across their own national
as well as international terrains, the IACC

would preferably be staffed by the kinds
of trained personnel and experts that most
developing countries lack. That level of capability would hence be able to assist authoritative bodies in corrupt polities that
sought help in following their own local
cases. Or they could employ it to recommend cases for further investigation and
possible prosecution. Established IACC
staff would also be able to pursue flows
of ill-gotten funds across national borders,
and to “follow the money” more generally.
Even if its annual load of cases was few,
because of jurisdictional issues, its ability
to name and shame could be powerful.
The judges

The IACC’s judges could, ideally, come
from any approving and ratifying country. Like the judges of the World Court,
they would be chosen for their legal experience and proven quality, and because
they were deemed capable of providing
wise oversight to the judges of the many
domestic jurisdictions wholly or partially
influenced by corrupt heads of state or
those court systems located within countries controlled by criminal, criminalized
or kleptocratic regimes.
If the IACC had existed, for example,
in important cases, it would have been
able to weaken the hegemonic influence
of local prosecutorial and judicial systems.
An IACC investigation, authorized by the
Security Council, would have had the authority to bring a despotic regime’s various kleptocrats (including someone like
President Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe)
before the court for trial. In the absence of
the IACC, such corrupt officials are able to
avoid punishment entirely.
Exactly how the issues that would
have bedeviled any attempt to follow the
money in the Zimbabwe case, or in the
similar cases of the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Myanmar, Nigeria, or even
South Africa, are resolved — when and if
the IACC is constituted — will determine
its success and its utility in the remaining
decades of the 21st Century. There is no
doubt, however, that an institution such
as the IACC is much needed, and that its
existence and its judicial ability to help
corral and punish corrupt political leaders
everywhere, plus the major searchlight
on such activity that the IACC would
represent, could help to chill corrupt
behaviour by heads of state and their ilk
everywhere.
Robert I. Rotberg is the founding director
of Harvard Kennedy School’s Program
on Intrastate Conflict.
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It's time for an IACC
By Lloyd Axworthy and Allan Rock
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To secure the Ottawa Treaty, which banned landmines, Canada worked outside of the United Nations,
whose general assembly is pictured here. Now, it's time for an International Anti-Corruption Court.

in Canada’s experience with the Ottawa
Treaty, which banned landmines. When
the process bogged down within the
United Nations’ system, Canada worked
outside the UN, pulling together a coalition of NGOs and like-minded states.
Then, once our advocacy and political action in capitals achieved a critical mass of
support, we convened the Ottawa meeting
at which 121 countries signed the treaty.
Only then, with the accord a “done deal,”
did we move the process back under UN
auspices for ratification. Today, 164 states
are party to the Ottawa Treaty, which has
saved countless lives and limbs.
There is no reason the same strategy
can’t work with the International AntiCorruption Court, and no reason why
Canada can’t, once again, lead the way.
And let’s propose that once created, the
IACC should be headquartered here in
Canada. Our deep commitment to the rule
of law, our faithful support for the international order, and the global reputation
that our courts enjoy for excellence and
impartiality, make Canada an ideal home
for the new court.

The WRMC, recognizing the connection among corrupt leaders, bad governance and forced displacement, supports
the creation of the IACC. The WRMC has
a related proposal, now adopted by the
government of Canada, that will allow the
government to go beyond merely freezing
the assets that corrupt officials deposit in
Canada, and to confiscate those assets.
The proceeds can then be redirected to assist, for example, those forcibly displaced
as a result of bad governance by the corrupt regime.
With so much at stake, and with vast
sums for post-pandemic recovery about
to flow to vulnerable governments, the
time has come to create the IACC, to end
impunity for grand corruption, and to address the harm it does to so many of the
voiceless worldwide.
Lloyd Axworthy, a former foreign
minister of Canada, is chairman of the
World Refugee and Migration Council.
Allan Rock, a former attorney general of
Canada, is a senior adviser to the World
Refugee and Migration Council.
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he World Bank estimates that each
year between US $20 billion and
US $40 billion in development assistance is stolen by corrupt officials. Such
grand corruption undermines support in
the West for foreign aid, while at the same
time defeating its very purpose. Those
who steal the money cheat the intended
beneficiaries out of the better life it could
have provided. And all the while, corrupt
leaders, focused on their own enrichment,
neglect or ignore their people’s needs.
In our work with the World Refugee
and Migration Council (WRMC), we
have seen for ourselves the terrible consequences of grand corruption in places
where money intended for humanitarian
relief is siphoned off before it can be spent
to provide the dispossessed with food,
shelter and health care.
Addressing grand corruption is more
urgent today than ever, as developed
countries prepare significant aid packages
to help lower-income states manage the
devastating economic consequences of the
global pandemic.
There is no shortage of laws to prohibit grand corruption. What is lacking
is enforcement. Integrity Initiatives International (an American NGO led by U.S.
senior Boston federal judge Mark Wolf)
proposes the creation of an International
Anti-Corruption Court (IACC) to hold
offenders to account. The IACC would operate on the principle of complementarity,
only exercising its authority if a country is
unwilling or unable to prosecute corrupt
officials itself.
Some argue that the IACC would be
hamstrung if corrupt states refuse to join
it. But kleptocrats do not keep their stolen money at home. As long as the IACC
member states include financial hubs such
as the U.K., Switzerland and Singapore,
and places like Canada, where the corrupt
like to store their cash, the IACC would
have full jurisdiction to investigate and
prosecute when sums are deposited in
those jurisdictions.
Creating a new international body
won’t be easy in today’s geopolitical
climate. But there’s precedent for overcoming resistance from those stubbornly
opposed to progressive change. It’s found
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Canada and the corruption court
By Peter MacKay

2

020 was like no other in living
memory. No one envisioned starting the decade with a pandemic.
Well before the virus washed over us
like a poison tsunami, sweeping unpredictability and uncertainty already existed
in many aspects of our lives. In addition to
responding to COVID-19, I suggest we use
this moment to shape our futures to meet
the ever important challenges in the area
of anti-corruption as well. People deserve
leadership and attention to justice in addition to the obvious focus on human health
and the critical response to the pandemic.
Global bad actors representing hyperaggressive nations and their leadership in
countries such as China, Russia, Iran and
Venezuela, who menace their neighbours
and democratic countries, or the megacrooks and syndicates who perpetrate violence, theft and deal in contraband, have
expanded their reach partly due to the
explosion of the internet and its reach into
homes of citizens around the world. How
do law-abiding victims achieve justice?
The time for an International AntiCorruption Court has come. The world
needs an institution tasked to hold corrupt
officials to account, uphold the rule of law
and enforce order against the rise of those
who abuse public office. Many have called
for more accountability and tracking of
illegal activities that flow across jurisdictions and flout national and international
laws. An anti-corruption court would accomplish that.
There are numerous unchecked criminal acts by those in office — from money
laundering, human trafficking, extortion
to interference with the administration
of justice. The flagrant acts have become
more sophisticated and enabled by the
internet and cyber-criminality that knows
no bounds and respects no jurisdiction.
Efforts to bring international criminals
to justice are not new. We have Interpol,
the International Criminal Court and numerous binational treaties on extradition
and prosecution. Yet there is a pressing
need for a higher standard of co-operation
to address the expansion of corruption,
which impacts national economies in the
range of hundreds of billions of dollars,
takes a toll on human life and leads to sufdiplomat and international canada

fering and impoverishment.
An International Anti-Corruption
Court with a mandate to take a comprehensive approach to sharing evidence, setting standards for enhancing enforcement,
establishing restitution efforts, seizing
assets, exercising warrants and accelerated
extraditions and a rules-based approach
to justice, would help create a global standard for addressing this scourge.
Canada can and should play a unique
and historic role in this effort. As Canadians, we have always tried to utilize multilateralism as a means to elevate solutions

THE R E AR E NUME R OUS
UNC HE C KE D C R IMINAL
AC T S B Y T HOSE IN
O F FIC E — FR OM MONE Y
LAUNDE R ING, HUMAN
TRAFFIC KING, E XT ORT ION
AND INT E R FE R E NC E WIT H
T HE ADMINIST R AT ION
OF JUST IC E .

and home in on sore spots with innovative
initiatives. Canada has been a founding
nation and participant in numerous international bodies — from NATO and the
United Nations to the International Criminal Court (ICC). From peacekeeping to
sponsorship of initiatives such as the Ottawa Treaty on landmines and helping to
urge the end of apartheid in South Africa,
and raising issues such as child soldiers,
Canada has been at the forefront of combatting threats to peace and justice globally. In our understated way, Canadians
have helped develop concrete solutions to
some of the most complex and protracted
challenges in the last century.
Severe breaches of law have directly
impacted Canadians’ lives. There was the
shooting down of a plane after takeoff, on
orders of the Islamic Regime. It was carrying many Canadians and all lives were

lost. We also continue to hope for the safe
return of Michael Spavor and Michael
Kovrig from their unlawful incarceration
in China. Canada is not without its own
failings, including corruption convictions
of Canadian companies and allegations
of political interference and misuse of our
new deferred prosecution agreement regime. Still, Canada has the potential to be
a host country for a court that could take
on the task with transparency and the goal
of setting the highest ethical bar.
The growth of the ICC demonstrates
the necessity of a specialized anti-corruption court. The ICC holds international
criminals to account and was conceived
in the aftermath of the Second World
War, the Nuremburg trials of Nazi atrocities and the Holocaust. While not perfect
and outrageous assaults on humanity
followed, it has made strides at enforcement and holding to account dictators,
kleptocrats, oligarchs and organized crime
syndicates, not to mention human rights
abusers. Capacity and delay are challenges, but the cause is worthy.
The movement has strength and could
gain momentum with the right backing, leadership and resources. At a 2016
anti-corruption summit, more than 180
countries pledged greater anti-corruption
enforcement co-operation, which offers
hope for action. In addition to the evolving fallout from the global pandemic, dark
and complex issues demand our attention
as well — displaced people, homelessness,
poverty, all forms of addiction, the need
for affordable childcare and the health and
social needs in our Indigenous communities. It is justice that remains a cornerstone
matter. 2020 ended with a glimmer of
hope for all, with arrivals in many countries of vaccines, so we can only hope
we see steps toward addressing another
global threat — corruption. A court tasked
to address this issue head-on is the antidote we need. We have the ability to take
on all forms of corruption. Now we need
the will and the wisdom to act.
Peter MacKay is a former federal cabinet
minister. Besides his run for Conservative Party leader, he practises law and
advises international businesses on trade.
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Kazakhstan is 29 years old.
It’s only the beginning of a story.

T

he changing dynamic
in current economic
trends indicates major
shifts in the level of
understanding of what is
known as conventionally development
frameworks. Contemporary world
emerging markets are getting greater
dominance in shaping global economic
growth. From gaining its independence
in 1991, Kazakhstan has demonstrated
its strong competitiveness and
attractiveness on the regional and
global stage.
Kazakhstan began its journey as an
independent state on December 16,
1991 when the country’s independence
was officially declared and the Republic
of Kazakhstan was established. Over
the past 29 years of independence,
our state has undergone significant
large-scale political transformations
and carried out substantial reforms in

economic and social spheres.
Since its independence, Kazakhstan
has become an incredible economic
success story. With nation’s GDP
increasing 16-fold since 1991 our
country has become the largest
economy in Central Asia. For almost
three decades, our state has attracted
more than $430 billion (CAD) of foreign
direct investment, which is about 70%
of the total amount of FDI attracted to
the region of Central Asia. According
to the World Economic Forum,
Kazakhstan entered the club of the 50
most competitive countries in the world.
The World Bank’s Human Development
Index (HDI) Report ranks our country
50th of 187 countries. Its HDI value for
2019 is 0.817, which increased between
1990 and 2019 from 0.690 to 0.817, a
significant growth of 18.5%.
The strategic geographic location
and economic successes of Kazakhstan

set a solid foundation of extensive
integration with global markets. Today,
the country plays a strategic role in
re-creating a historic trade corridor
connecting East and West through
intercontinental road and railway
networks that span the country.
While Kazakhstan is blessed with
abundant natural resources and its
energy and mining sectors are main
drivers of the national economy, the
government is aware that diversification
and modernization are vital to creating
sustainable economic growth. A
nation’s most important resource
is its people and human capital.
Understanding this, our government is
investing heavily to improve citizen’s
lives and opportunities for growth.
Following his election in 2019
President Kassym-Jomart Kemeluly
Tokayev outlined the key government
priorities within the overall strategy,
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of a multi-ethnicity, a resilient and
resolute nation emerged. Our country
has become a secure and prosperous
nation whose citizens enjoy the benefits
of religious freedom.
Kazakhstan has acted as a voice
for moderation and peace and by
the initiative of Elbasy-President
Nazarbayev, the world’s religious
leaders participate in a Congress
of Leaders of World and Traditional
Religions at the specially built Palace of
Peace and Reconciliation in the capital
city Nur-Sultan. It is also represented
by the creation of the Peoples of
Kazakhstan’s Assembly, created in
1995, which unites all ethnic groups,
plays an important role in country’s
political life and facilitates a friendly
atmosphere.
With a population of 18.8 million
people in this Central Asian nation,
Kazakhstan is proud of its reputation
as a tolerant society where people of
all ethnicities and religions are treated
equally. More than 120 ethnic groups
live together in Kazakhstan in peace
and harmony, 818 ethnic-cultural
associations and 180 schools across
the country provide opportunities
to study the traditions, cultures and
languages of 26 ethnic groups.
Just as in Canada, where the
promotion of women in business
is one of the important issues, in
Kazakhstan considerable attention
is paid to supporting women in
entrepreneurship and in other sectors.
Traditionally, women have enjoyed
freedoms in our country. They are
well-educated, qualified employees
and many of them hold high-ranking
positions in civil service and business
spheres. According the World Bank’s
Human Development Report 2018, the
Human Development Index (HDI) value
for females in Kazakhstan is 0.814, in
comparison with 0.815 for males.
Environmental protection, “the green
economy,” development of national
parks — these are also issues that
have equal priority in Kazakhstan and
Canada. Kazakhstan has 10 nature
reserves and 10 national parks, which
are large protected areas, mainly
designated as closed reserves that can
only be entered with permission and are
under constant scientific observation.
Many important events and
anniversaries were celebrated in 2020
in Kazakhstan, including the 1150th
anniversary of the great philosopher
Aby Nasr Al-Farabi and the175th
anniversary of Kazakh poet Abai
Kunanbayuly. The country’s biggest

university, The Kazakh National
University, bears the name of Al-Farabi
(870-950) who was called the second
Aristotle because of his universal
knowledge. With his creative use of the
works of Plato, Aristotle, Pythagoras
and Ptolemy, he built up a world of
ideas aimed at the reconciliation
of science, philosophy and the
philosophical concept of faith.
Kazakh literature is rich of folklore,
with sagas about Kazakh knights
(batyrs), combat, heroic epics and fairy
tales. In the second half of 19th century,
a scholar named Abai Kunanbayuly
started writing down folk stories and
legends. His literary and philosophical

Akorda.kz.

aimed at improving the social wellbeing of both individual segments
of the population and society as a
whole. From his presidency’s first days
President Tokayev set the Kazakhstan
Government a task to develop
measures to stimulate economic
growth, improve fiscal and monetary
policies, stimulate entrepreneurship and
support domestic producers. With these
tasks in mind, the current government’s
agenda is focused on socio-economic
development, on increase of state
budget revenues and on reduction of
the national economy’s dependence on
raw commodities and crude oil exports.
An important priority in President
Tokayev’s policy is to increase
confidence in the state and public
administration’s effectiveness. To
address these issues, he established
the concept of a “state that listens”,
which has become the main philosophy
of his administration with a task
to ensure the transparency of all
procedures based on digitalization.
Following this goal, a national
parliament is adopting necessary
legislation to ensure sustainable growth
of our economy. Political reforms will
be continued to enhance the role of
civil society. At the same time great
attention is paid to solving housing
issues of citizens, improving the quality
of medical services and developing
education and sports.
The strategic priorities of Kazakhstan
foreign policy are nuclear disarmament
and non-proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction (WMD). It was
the decision of the First President of
Kazakhstan, Elbasy Nursultan Ábishuly
Nazarbayev, to close the world’s second
largest test site and abandon the fourth
largest nuclear arsenal, which gave
impetus to the global nuclear test ban
and the adoption of the Comprehensive
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). Today,
our country is one of the most active
members of the Non-Proliferation
Treaty of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).
World leaders and international experts
in the field of nuclear disarmament
wholeheartedly endorse Kazakhstan’s
leadership and contribution to nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation and
express commitment to work together
to achieve our collective aspiration for
Global Zero by the United Nations’
Centennial in 2045.
Like Canada, known for uniting
people of different beliefs and cultures,
Kazakhstan has been profoundly
contributing to inter-religious tolerance
and coexistence. On this foundation

Kazakhstan's President Kassym-Jomart
Kemeluly Tokayev had a bilateral meeting
with Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau in
Munich in February 2020.
masterpiece is evident in Book of
Words, which provided a powerful
impulse to develop Kazakh writing
and has been translated into many
world languages. In November 2020,
the world’s oldest publishing house,
Cambridge University Press in the
UK, launched a complete collection of
Abai’s works in English.
In historic terms, the 29 years since
independence is not considered a long
period of time. But during this period,
our country has proven to the world
that Kazakhstan has passed the test
of time and is on the path of rational
and strategic development. We are a
relatively young state, but we have a
rich history and culture, and Kazakhstan
has passed through a new stage of
formation and is on the trajectory of
long-term stable growth.
Next year we will celebrate a
milestone — the 30th Anniversary of our
Independence and Kazakhstan is open
to the globe and is looking forward
to mutually beneficial and fruitful
cooperation with all partner countries.
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Warm meals for winter nights

Margaret Dickenson's deluxe eggs make a comforting brunch dish or could even serve as a starter for a multi-course meal.

Deluxe Oven-Poached Eggs with Herbs
Margaret
Dickenson

C

old weather has set in, awaking
our desire for comfort food and
that starts with break fast. My
oven-poached eggs are a perfect choice.
In addition to the delicate nature of eggs
poached in this manner, the combination
and strategic positioning of ingredients
will delight palates. But be aware that the
eggs will continue to cook when removed
from the oven and the hot water bath.
Turning to the main course, mussels
simmered in a stick-to-the-shells sauce
will have diners experiencing the pleasure
of tasty flavour dimensions that go far beyond the mussels themselves.
Thinking of dessert, consider my signa58

Makes 4 servings

This is a quick and easy recipe that is
certain to make any breakfast or brunch
a special occasion. The delicate texture
of cream poached eggs becomes even
more delectable with the hints of fresh
herbs, cheese and ham. The recipe is
delicious regardless of the final (sometimes unanticipated) degree of doneness
or serving temperature. (Extra portions
taken directly out of the refrigerator a day
or two later, rank high as a special breakfast treat for me.)
2 tsp (10 mL) butter
3 tbsp (45 mL) cooked ham, diced
1/3 cup (80 mL) medium cheddar cheese,
coarsely grated
1 1/3 tbsp (23 mL) fresh dill, minced

4 eggs (room temperature)
1/4 cup (60 mL) heavy cream (35 per cent)
1 1/3 tbsp (23 mL) chopped fresh chives
Garnish (optional)
Rosemary sprigs adorned with grape tomatoes or fresh herbs of choice
1. Butter 4 ramekin dishes (diameter: 3
inches or 7.5 cm).
2. Sprinkle bottom of ramekin dishes with
ham, then cheese and finally fresh dill.
3. Make an indentation in a central area of
the ingredients, pushing them to the edge
and up the inside of the ramekin dishes.*
Carefully crack (i.e., avoid breaking yolk)
one egg into each ramekin dish. Add
cream and sprinkle with chopped chives.
4. Place filled ramekins in an oven-proof
baking dish. Pour boiling water into the
dish to reach two thirds up the outside of
the ramekins.
5. Carefully place baking dish (uncovered)
into middle of a 375 F (190 C) preheated
oven. Bake for 18 minutes.** (Caution: The
egg whites should be barely set, the yolks
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ture Lemon Phyllo Napoleons. The lemon
curd and phyllo squares may be prepared
days in advance, ready to be quickly assembled into crispy, creamy stacks.

ENTERTAINING |D E L I G HT S
pot to a boil over medium-high heat. Add
mussels and bring back to a boil, turning
mussels frequently into the sauce. Cover,
reduce heat to low and cook for 5 minutes.
4. Add cream, parsley and dill; turn mussels into sauce. Finally, add sugar and coconut milk; season with salt and crushed
black peppercorns according to taste. Turn
mussels thoroughly into sauce to evenly
blend flavors. Discard any mussels that do
not open.
5. Serve mussels with their sauce in large
flat bowls. Garnish with sprigs of fresh
herbs as desired. Place an empty bowl on
table for discarded shells.
* Avoid using all of the juice as it will
make the sauce thinner.
** Option: Sriracha to taste (be cautious
with the quantity.)
Tip: I like to serve individual portions of
rice in small covered dim sum baskets
which have been lined with lettuce leaves.
This is always a big hit.
This mussel recipe is simple. Its thick sauce offers flavours far beyond the tasty mussels themselves.

soft and running and the eggs still quivering slightly when the ramekin dishes are
jiggled. Avoid overcooking, understanding that the eggs will continue to cook to
some degree after they are taken out of
the oven.)
6. If desired, garnish with fresh herbs.
Serve with an artisanal bread or toasted
English muffins. (Note: toasted triangles
of thin pita bread work very well, but be
careful not to burn them.)
* This will help keep the yolk in the
middle of the dish and enhance the overall
flavour.
** The timing will vary, depending on the
temperature of the ingredients, the type
of ramekins used and even the individual
oven. (The timing indicated here is for
3/4 cup or 180 mL oven-proof porcelain
ramekins.)
Fragrantly Simmered Mussels

Makes 2 main-course or 4 appetizer servings

LARRY DICKENSON

Fantastic and oh so easy. It is the thick
flavourful sauce that makes this mussel
recipe memorable. (Feel free to adjust the
seasoning to suit your own taste.)
2 lbs (900 g) mussels
1 can diced plum tomatoes* (can size: 14 fl.
oz or 398 mL)
2/3 cup (170 mL) dry white wine
1/2 cup (125 mL) tomato sauce of choice
diplomat and international canada

Lemon Phyllo Napoleon

Makes 4 servings

2 tbsp (30 mL) tomato paste
1 1/2 to 2 tsp (8 to 10 mL) finely-chopped
fresh garlic
1 tsp (5 mL) fines herbes
1 tsp (5 mL) dried tarragon leaves
1/2 to 2/3 tsp (3 to 4 mL) Chinese five spice
1/2 tsp to 3/4 tsp (3 to 4 mL) peeled and
grated fresh gingerroot
1/4 to 1/3 tsp (1 to 2 mL) (Indonesian) hot
chili paste**
1/3 cup (80 mL) heavy cream (35 per cent
fat)
3 tbsp (45 mL) chopped fresh parsley
2 tbsp (30 mL) chopped fresh dill weed
1/2 tsp (3 mL) granulated sugar
2/3 cup (170 mL) coconut milk
To taste, salt and crushed black pepper

Always popular concisely describes this
signature dessert recipe of mine. It features a slightly tart lemon curd cream
layered between crisp buttery squares of
phyllo pastry. It is light with phenomenal
flavour, textural and visual appeal. For
a quick touch of pizzazz, top the Napoleons with a delicate dusting of icing
sugar before drizzling with melted bittersweet chocolate. (The phyllo squares
may be prepared days in advance.)

Garnish (optional or as desired)
sprigs of fresh herbs

1 cup (250 mL) heavy cream (35 per cent
fat), chilled
2 1/2 tbsp (38 mL) icing sugar (first addition)
1 cup (250 mL) lemon curd (recipe attached or commercial***), chilled

1. Before cooking, scrub mussels (if necessary) and pull off any beards; rinse and
drain well. Place any mussels that are not
closed in a bowl of cool water and stir
them. Discard all that do not close after a
minute.
2. Put tomatoes, but only about 2/3 of the
juice,* into a large pot. Add wine, tomato
sauce, tomato paste, garlic, fines herbes,
tarragon, five spice, ginger and chili paste.
Place over medium heat and bring to a
boil. Reduce heat and allow to simmer
gently uncovered for about 8 minutes.
3. Shortly before serving, bring contents of

2 sheets phyllo pastry*
2 tbsp (30 mL) unsalted butter, melted
2 tbsp (30 mL) granulated sugar
Lemon Curd Cream Filling**

Garnish (optional)
2 tbsp (30 mL) icing sugar (second addition)
1 1/2 oz (45 g) bittersweet chocolate,
melted
1. Place one sheet of phyllo pastry on
a clean work surface with long side in
horizontal position; brush with melted
butter. Lay another sheet on top of first
59

D ELI GHT S| ENTERTAINING
Velvety Lemon Curd

Makes about 1 1/4 cups or 300 mL
My Velvety Lemon Curd takes minutes
to prepare, can be refrigerated for a week
or longer and may even be frozen. Lemon
curd, however, can be tricky to make and
may be too aggressive in flavour. I have
developed a technique that is easy and
fail-proof,* and by using equal portions of
lemon and orange juice along with a touch
of grated lemon zest, the resulting lemon
curd excites and doesn't assault the palate.
2 eggs**
2 egg yolks**
1/2 cup (125 mL) granulated sugar
1/4 cup (60 mL) fresh lemon juice, strained
1/4 cup (60 mL) orange juice, strained
1 tsp (5 mL) grated lemon zest
1 tbsp (15 mL) butter (unsalted), soft

and brush with butter. Cut phyllo horizontally into 3 equal strips and then vertically into 4 equal portions to produce 12
squares.  (Note: Each square is made up
of a double thickness of phyllo pastry and
is almost square in shape.) Sprinkle top
of phyllo squares evenly with granulated
sugar.
2. Transfer phyllo squares (sugar side up)
to parchment paper-lined baking sheets.
Bake in a preheated 400 F (200 C) oven until golden and crisp (about 2 1/2 to 4 minutes). Remove from oven; carefully transfer
phyllo squares to wire cooling racks.
3. Beat cream in a medium-sized chilled
bowl with chilled beaters until cream begins to thicken. Add icing sugar; continue
beating until firm peaks form.
4. Place lemon curd in a second mediumsized bowl. With a rubber spatula, carefully fold whipped cream into lemon curd
and combine thoroughly to produce a
Lemon Curd Cream Filling. (Makes about
3 cups or 750 mL.) If not using immediately, refrigerate.**
5. In advance of serving, dust 4 of the
phyllo squares with icing sugar (shaken
through a fine sieve) and then decorate
with piped lines of melted chocolate.
6. Just before serving, dust 4 individual
oversized plates with icing sugar. Drop
1 tsp (5 mL) of Lemon Curd Cream Fill60

ing to the centre of each plate to hold the
Napoleon in position. Add one of the undecorated phyllo squares (sugar side up),
and then top with 1/4 cup (60 mL) of
Lemon Curd Cream Filling and spread
evenly to about 1/3 inch (0.8 cm) from
edges of square. Repeat the process, adding a second undecorated phyllo square
and 1/4 cup (60 mL) of Lemon Curd
Cream Filling. Finally, crown each portion
with a chocolate-decorated phyllo square.
(For smaller appetites, use only a total of
2 phyllo squares (i.e., omitting the second
undecorated phyllo square) and adding
1/3 cup or 80 mL of filling per serving.)
7. For best results, serve as soon as possible so the phyllo pastry remains crisp.
* Size: About 16 1/2 x 12 1/4 inches (41 x
30.5 cm)
** The Lemon Curd Cream Filling is firmest the first day, once it has been chilled;
however, leftover quantities usually retain
their quality for several days. (If the filling
softens, re-beat it in a chilled bowl with
chilled beaters until firm. This may take
several minutes.)
*** Commercial lemon curd tends to be
stiff and gummy. Therefore, if using a
commercial product, press it through
a very fine-meshed sieve so that it is
smoother.

* Cooking tip: During the final minutes of
cooking, I prefer to stir the mixture with a
heat-proof rubber spatula, moving it more
effectively away from the sides and bottom of the saucepan. As well, I can more
accurately judge the thickness of the mixture and avoid overcooking.
** Note: If a slightly thicker lemon curd is
desired, use 3 eggs and 1 yolk; but note
that the final product will be less velvety.
*** Tip: I often freeze leftovers. (Previously
frozen lemon curd may not be as firm; so,
if necessary, reheat it over medium-low
heat, stirring until it thickens. Transfer to a
bowl to avoid overcooking.)
Margaret Dickenson is a cookbook author, menu/recipe developer and a protocol, business and etiquette instructor.
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Lemon Napoleons are one of Dickenson's signature recipes that have remained popular over the
years, thanks to the tart curd layered between phyllo.

1. In a medium-sized bowl, whisk together
eggs and egg yolks until smooth.
2. In a small saucepan over medium-high
heat, combine lemon and orange juices,
sugar and lemon zest. Stir until sugar is
dissolved and mixture comes to a boil.
3. Gradually, and in a steady stream,
whisk hot juice mixture into beaten egg
mixture. Pour this mixture into saucepan.
4. Place saucepan over medium-low heat,
add butter and whisk constantly until
mixture is thick and bubbling (about 4 to
5 minutes).**
5. Remove lemon curd from heat and immediately transfer to a bowl (to avoid
overcooking).
6. If not using until later, place cooled
lemon curd in an airtight plastic container
and store refrigerated for up to a week.***

Appliances
designed
to fit
your life.

Universal Appliances offers a wide variety of Kitchen & Laundry Appliances.
We have thousands of products to choose from and carry top named North
American brands. Come visit us online or at our showroom.

FOLLOW US TO GET OUR BEST DEALS

Your Local Appliance Expert
(613) 521-5002 | 1915 BANK STREET, OTTAWA ON
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WHERE
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BECOME
AMAZING

CADIEUX INTERIORS
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To vinfinity and beyond

Tristan
BragagliaMurdock

A
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Marrow Vermouth is making vermouth and amaro while Tawse winery is distilling its own grape
pomace to produce three kinds of grappa.

lations, the team is able to pull out the essence of each grape.
Under the La Pressatura label, the three
single-varietal spirits are certified organic.
The Pinot Noir’s earthy, sour cherry gives
a bright lift to the minty chocolate chip
notes typical of grappa distillation. The
Riesling iteration offers up tropical fruit
and cantaloupe while the Gewurtztraminer ’s florality and unctuousness is
amplified.
While Tawse focuses on capturing the
essence of each grape individually, Shawn
Dalton, owner of Marrow Vermouth in the
Okanagan, aims to capture the essence of
a time and place. Fortified wine aromatized with herbs, vermouth had its start
as a manner to ingest herbal medicines
in a more palatable manner. In the early
1900s, the ability to ship worldwide and
the efficiency of the spice trade made Italian styles essential to cocktail culture the
world over and its impact is still felt in
classics such as the Negroni, the Manhattan and the Martini.
With the rise of natural wines, so too is
there a rebirth in the world of vermouth.
Starting by seeking out interesting flowers, roots and herbs found in his surroundings, Dalton builds out a flavour
profile that excites him. “I treat the wine

like any of the other botanicals I decide to
use,” explains Dalton. “The wine also has
its own characteristics to lend to the final
product. I try not to ignore or mask that,
and just let those characteristics contribute
to the final result.”
He credits local wineries for crafting
wines made in a low-intervention style using natural fermentations, no chemicals or
sugars added. He knows these wines will
translate into a good base. “If I’m going
to explore ‘place’ through my vermouths,
then it’s important that the wines I’m using do that, too.”
Matron Fine Beer is readily available
online at www.matronfinebeer.ca and
Nonesuch is being brewed as often as possible to keep up with demand.
Tawse’s La Pressatura is available online through www.tawsewinery.ca.
Marrow Vermouth is represented in
Ontario by Don’t Worry Wines, a subsidiary of Happy Coffee and Wine. Though
not always available, Marrow is worth
seeking out when released.
Tristan Bragaglia-Murdock is co-founder
of Jabberwocky in Ottawa, a former cellar hand at Revel Cider and iBi wines
and is constantly exploring fruit fermentation in his spare time.
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grape’s life often ends in the production of wine, but that’s becoming less the norm. Producers are
looking to tradition and sustainability by
using wine byproducts, expanding into
new and old territory alike, while crafting
beautiful beverages.
“Great wine comes from good beer,” is
a truism I’ve heard countless times at wineries around the world. Having recently
worked the grape harvest, I can speak to
that sentiment: After a 12-plus-hour day
of cleaning, sorting and crushing grapes,
then cleaning some more, nothing quite
refreshes like a crispy pint.
Matron Fine Beer, located in Prince
Edward County’s Bloomfield, has taken
the idea a step further — a low alcohol,
easy-drinking ale fermented with grape
skins from nearby friends at Stanners
and The Grange wineries. “We’re using
second-use skins that have been pressed
and fermented already,” says head brewer
and co-owner Justin da Silva. “Being in
the county and being exposed to smaller
producers has opened our eyes to the
good stuff that’s happening out here.”
Second-use skins still retain much of
the flavour, colour and tannic compounds
of the grape, so rather than sending them
off to fertilize a field, brewers such as
da Silva are imbuing life into them. The
result is Nonesuch — it’s a rosé in colour
and character, though at a much lower 4
per cent alcohol. Vibrant and refreshing,
the staff have trouble keeping it in stock.
Thankfully, being surrounded by great
wineries means there are always skins to
be repurposed.
In Niagara, Tawse Winery has started
distilling its own grape pomace, turning a
waste product into grappa. Traditionally,
grappa was made by soaking the alreadyfermenting skins in water before distilling,
in efforts to embrace all that the fruit has
to give. Focusing on single-varietal distil-

SAY YES
TO BEAUTIFUL
LEGS
LARGE VARICOSE VEINS

Ultrasound-guided injections
will eliminate them without surgery.

BROKEN CAPILLARIES ON
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Eliminate them with simple
saline injections.

Dr. Lucie BEAUPRÉ

Diplomate of the American Board
of Venous and Lymphatic Medicine
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of 10 Doctors
Monday - Friday
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1335, avenue Carling, suite 600

613 722-0101
medicart.com
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Pandemic art can be a salve in troubled times
By Peter Simpson

W

hat strange things the pandemic makes us do. Even the
simple act of looking ahead
to exhibitions in local galleries becomes
tricky, as, at time of writing, it’s not even
certain that galleries will be open to the
public when the intended opening dates
arrive. In other cases, the precise dates
were still to be set.
So, with the unpredictability of recent
months in mind, please be sure to check
with galleries before visiting — but do
visit, as there’s much to see.
First up, Shelter in Place, at the Ottawa
Art Gallery. By this point it may seem art
about the pandemic is the last thing one
would care to see, but perhaps it’s a tonic.
66

Early last spring, when we all first
started to self-isolate, I read Emily St. John
Mandel’s novel, Station Eleven, about a
deadly flu that quickly wipes out most of
the human population (no spoilers here,
that all happens in the first few pages).
Yet even in that terrible story there was
goodness to be found, much basic human
decency and reading about it was somehow calming, perhaps even cathartic. Such
is the power of art done well. It shows
us that others, caught in the same trap,
are coping with the enormous stress and
strain, from fears of infection to the slow
grind of quarantines.
Shelter in Place is a group exhibition
with the subtitle “Portraits of self, family

and community,” which are three things
to which a lot of us have gotten a lot closer
in the past year.
“At this time of social-distancing and
isolation, we look inward at ourselves and
outward towards our immediate community or family bubbles,” say the exhibition notes. “From installation to film, this
group exhibition focuses on self-portraits
and works by artists who create portraits
of their close community.”
Artists include Chantal Dahan, Max
Dean, Christopher Lea Dunning, Robert
Hyndman, Martha Kyak, Patrice James,
Faisa Omer, Jessie Oonark, Kosisochukwu
Nnebe, Ron Noganosh and Annie Pootoogook.
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The Outsiders (mixed media, 2009) by Ron Noganosh, from Shelter in Place at the Ottawa Art Gallery.
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FRANCOIS DESLAURIERS / OTTAWA ART GALLERY

From Containment: Knit Your .- -.art (mixed media, 2020) by Greta Grip, at the Diefenbunker in Carp.

Everyday Life (coloured pencil and ink on paper, 2003) by Annie Pootoogook, at the Ottawa Art Gallery.
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NATIONAL GALLERY OF CANADA

Autumn in France, by Emily Carr (oil on paperboard, 1911) from Canada and Impressionism: New Horizons, 1880-1930
at the National Gallery.

Old Houses, Baie-Saint-Paul, by Clarence Gagnon (oil on canvas, c. 1912) at the National Gallery.
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Pootoogook’s work seems ideally
suited to the theme of sheltering in the
places we call home. The late Inuk artist’s
pencil-and-ink drawings of interiors are
studies of family interaction, of the forbetter-or-worse balance between family
peace and family turmoil.
The exhibition is scheduled to be open
Jan. 30 to Aug. 15. oaggao.ca.

MICHELLE VALBERG / PIXIE CRAM

Knitting art in the Diefenbunker
Nothing says “shelter in place” quite like
a nuclear bomb shelter. The Diefenbunker
— named for the Canadian prime minister who ordered it built in Carp outside
Ottawa in 1958 — has temporarily been
made softer. At least, in parts.
Ottawa artist Greta Grip has been knitting art for years, so it’s no surprise that
her turn as the Diefenbunker’s artist in
residence for 2020 would arrive with knitting needles in hand.
Knitting may seem incongruous in a
decommissioned Cold War bunker, but
Grip says the craft is “something individuals do to contribute to wartime efforts
and social causes, or to build community
in difficult times. Both the bunker and
the knitted items provide protection and
comfort.” Further, she says, knitting and
the bunker “use code to create, embed, decipher, and communicate covert messages.
Like the dots and dashes of Morse code
and the 0s and 1s that symbolize binary
code used in digital computers, knitting
relies on two basic states: knit stitch and
purl stitch.”
Her exhibition, titled Containment:
Knit Your .- - .art (“knit your own part”)
has been open since October and is only
up until Jan. 31. 3929 Carp Rd., diefenbunker.ca
Impressionism at the National Gallery
There’s a much different perspective to be
considered at the National Gallery of Canada, where introspective interiors (such as
Florence Carlyle’s The Studio) share space
with expansive exteriors (such as Maurice
Cullen’s The Ice Harvest). The exhibition is
Canada and Impressionism: New Horizons,
1880-1930.
The show, which has already completed a tour of Germany, Switzerland
and France, includes work by Canadian
artists from the 19th and 20th Centuries.
Curated by Katerina Atanassova, it “explores how two generations of artists
contributed to the worldwide phenomenon of impressionism and to the advent
of modernity in their homeland,” say the
exhibition notes.
After so much time spent cooped
diplomat and international canada

Great Bear Rainforest (photograph) by Michelle Valberg at Wall Space Gallery.

Emergency Broadcast (photograph, 2017), by Pixie Cram at Ottawa City Hall art galleries.
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Homenatge a Prats (original lithograph, 1971) by Joan Miró, at JeanClaude Bergeron Gallery.

Man Elm by Sara Angelucci, at the School of Photographic Arts Ottawa.
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Bow Echo (photograph) by Ava Margueritte at Wall Space Gallery in
Ottawa.
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Halocine Parastic Jaeger 2 (mixed media, 2020) by Lisa
Creskey at L.A. Pai Gallery.
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Studio Sixty Six the Glebe has an exhibit featuring works by painting and print-making artist Claudia Gutierrez and also shows work of Marisa Gallemit
(centre) and Guillermo Trejo (right.)

up indoors, much of it will come as a
figurative breath of fresh air. One can
look at Helen McNicoll’s 1913 oil-oncanvas Sunny September and almost feel
the refreshing breeze that so impressionistically moves through the green
and golden leaves and grass. Likewise
in Emily Carr’s 1911 painting Autumn in
France — one of the exhibition’s examples
of Canadian artists working outside their
home country.
[Editor's note: Unfortunately, at press time,
the gallery announced New Horizons would
be postponed until January 2022. See gallery.
ca for details.]

STUDIO SIXTY SIX

Also showing. . .

Jean-Claude Bergeron Gallery: Made in
France VII is a quintessential group show
at the ByWard Market commercial gallery.
It features works by some of the world’s
and Canada’s best-known artists, including Pierre Alechinsky, Hiroshi Asada, Mario Avati, Julius Baltazar, Christian Bozon,
Antoni Clavé, James Coignard, Corneille,
Olivier Debré, Sonia Delaunay, Joan Miró,
Jacques Muron, Pablo Picasso, John Paul
Riopelle, Antoni Tapiès, Pierre-Yves Trémois, Bram van Velde, Mikio Watanabe
and Zao Wou-Ki. Showing February and
March at 150 St. Patrick St. Call the gallery
at (613) 562-7836 to confirm dates. galeriejeanclaudebergeron.ca
Canadian War Museum: Anne Frank — A
History for Today features personal photographs, stories and diary entries, brought
diplomat and international canada

together to illuminate the tragic, heroic
story of the Jewish girl and her family,
who hid from Nazi persecution, but ultimately died in the Holocaust. Organized
by the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam. Showing Feb. 25 to April at 1 Vimy
Place. www.warmuseum.ca
City Hall Art Gallery: Hindsight: 2020
Additions to the City of Ottawa Art Collection
is the second part of the annual new additions exhibition (the first part closed Jan.
10 in City Hall’s Karsh-Masson Gallery).
This part is sure to be widely satisfying.
As the only common thread between the
dozens of pieces is that they were recently
acquired, it’s always an eclectic show, with
works of many styles, themes and materials. It shows until Feb. 7. Search for City
Hall Art Gallery at ottawa.ca.
Studio Sixty Six: Double Flame by Claudia
Gutierrez shows Feb. 19 to March 28 at
858 Bank St. Gutierrez is a Latin-Canadian
artist whose study of painting and printmaking now informs “her exploration of
textile work.” studiosixtysix.ca
Wall Space Gallery: With work from
Joanna Baxter, Marianne Burlew and Ava
Margueritte, this year’s look at International Women’s Day will also reflect on
“the anniversary of a year with COVID-19
in our global lives.” Baxter’s photograph
Man Down, with a prostrate figure shown
face down in the foreground, before a
magnificent valley, may sum up how
a lot of people feel at this point. Check

with gallery for the March opening date.
wallspacegallery.ca
School of Photographic Arts (SPAO) Gallery: Sara Angelucci — Undergrowth features
Angelucci’s photo-based work and asks
“how an artist can respond to this critical
time of ecological emergency.” It takes
place until March 5 at 77 Pamilla St. spao.ca
Sivarulrasa Gallery: Sarah Anderson —
New Works takes place from March 31 to
May 7 at Sivarulrasa Gallery, 34 Mill St.,
Almonte.  sivarulrasa.com
L.A. Pai Gallery: Lisa Creskey’s sculptural works look like they grew out of
the northern landscape, and the materials they’re made with often did just that.
Check with the gallery for precise opening
dates. lapaigallery.com.
Galerie St-Laurent + Hill: Drew Klassen’s Flower Piece (in a Somewhat Dutch
Mode) takes place in March and April, at
293 Dalhousie St. Check with the gallery
for dates. galeriestlaurentplushill.com
AXENEO7: This artist-run centre features
works by Andréanne Godin, curated by
Marie-Ève Charron in a show titled Si Bleu
Qu’est Notre Temps. It takes place March 10
to April 24 at 80 Rue Hanson in Gatineau.
See axeneo7.com for more.
Contact Email Peter Simpson at
pete@petersimpson.ca with details of
your upcoming art exhibitions.
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Weibert Arthus
Ambassador of Haiti

Dejan Ralevic
Ambassador of Serbia

Ambassador Cisneros
joined the foreign service in 1990 as an administrative assistant
at the embassy in
France and was posted
to Brussels three years
later. In 1996, he became first secretary at the embassy in Ottawa, where he stayed for five years before
becoming consul-general in Milan. For a
year, beginning in 2004, he was counsellor
at the mission to the United Nations in
Geneva and then became minister-counsellor in France.
In 2014, he became a professor at the
Higher Institute for Communications and
Advertising in Paris and he concurrently
held several private sector positions, including as an international consultant for
World Expos in Kazakhstan and Dubai.
The ambassador speaks Spanish,
French and English and intermediate Italian. He is married and has two children.

Weibert Arthus is a
journalist, professor
and diplomat. Most recently, he was worked
for the foreign minister. From 2016 to 2020,
he was minister counsellor in charge of political affairs and deputy head of mission
in Washington. He was posted to Argentina from 2014 to 2016, where he served as
cultural adviser at the embassy. From 1995
to 2013, he worked as a journalist in Haiti
and France. He began his career as a journalist at Radio Caraïbes FM in 1995. He
also worked as a journalist at Radio France
Internationale (RFI) between 2002 and
2007. He was appointed director at Radio
Télévision Caraïbes in 2011.
The ambassador has a doctorate in the
history of international relations from
Paris I-Panthéon Sorbonne University and
he worked as an associate professor of
history at the State University of Haiti, as
well as at the Institute of Sciences, Technologies and advanced studies of Haiti.

Prior to being posted to
Ottawa, Ambassador
Ralevic was assistant
minister and acting
ambassador for the
EU. From 2011 to 2015,
he was deputy head of
mission in Switzerland
and before that he worked at headquarters, again focusing on the European
Union. Between 2003 and 2005, he was
chargé d’affaires at the embassy in FYR
Yugoslavia, Serbia and Montenegro, as
well as Morocco.
During stints back at headquarters, his
positions always focused on the EU, except for one, when he worked in bilateral
economic relations. Between 1994 and
2002, he worked as a purchasing officer for
Tyres Company. The ambassador studied
at the University of Belgrade in the faculty
of economics and international trade and
did one year of military service in the Yugoslav army.

Konstantina Athanassiadou
Ambassador of Greece

Rodolfo D. Robles
Ambassador of Philippines

Ambassador Athanassiadou joined the
foreign ministry of
Greece as an attaché in
1986.
Having served in
various positions in
Athens early in her career, she was appointed secretary of the
embassy in Moscow in 1988. She returned
to Athens and was promoted to first secretary in 1994. She then had postings in London and, in late 2000, she was appointed
head of the deputy foreign minister ’s
diplomatic cabinet.
In August 2002, she was appointed
consul-general in Egypt and, in September
2004, she transferred to the EU Embassy
in Brussels. In 2008, she returned to the
foreign ministry. In November 2010, she
became deputy permanent representative
to the United Nations in Geneva. In 2014,
she was sent to Albania. In April 2018 in
Athens, she was appointed as chief of protocol of the foreign ministry.
Ambassador Athanassiadou speaks
English, French, Spanish and Russian. She
has one son.

Ambassador Robles is
a founder and senior
partner of Robles, Brillantes, Ricafrente, Nachura & Aguirre Law
Firm and also worked
as a professor of law at
San Beda College and
was dean of Arellano Law School from
1977 to 1983.
During his legal career, he was chosen
as a delegate to the 1971 constitutional
convention and, more recently, he was appointed as a member of the consultative
committee to review the 1987 constitution. He is also known as the principal
author of the law creating the office of the
ombudsman and principal author of the
Philippines’ Miranda Doctrine.
An honours graduate from San Beda
College, he topped the bar exam in 1967
and proceeded to take his Master of Laws
at Harvard University.
Ambassador Robles is married to Nora
San Buenaventura.

Ricardo A. Cisneros
Ambassador of El Salvador
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Hassan Dahir Dimbil
Ambassador of Somalia

Ambassador Dahir
comes to diplomacy after a varied career.
Prior to being posted
to Canada, he was deputy minister of health
and deputy minister of
national planning and
development. He supported the ministry
of the interior in identifying areas for research and policy development to enhance
the co-ordination of the community safety
and security activities by local and international NGOs. He also worked as a political activist, entrepreneur and senior
consultant for police reform for the United
Nations Development Programme.
In 2012, he was a vice-presidential
candidate for the Udub Party and prior to
that, he was chairman of Amana Housing
Association Ltd. in Birmingham, England.
In the early 2000s, he was first secretary at
the Somaliland Liaison office in Ethiopia
and he served in the same position in Djibouti before that.
He is married to Yurub Ibrahim Saed.
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Non-heads of mission
Algeria
Rabeaa Saadi
Attaché

Haiti
Paola Marie Carmel Arthur Jean
First secretary

Kenya
Josephine Bittialy Saleri
Third secretary

Australia
Stuart Bett
Counsellor

Christela Mondesir
Counsellor

Morocco
Hassan El Mkantar
Counsellor

Ayla June Black
Second secretary
Brazil
Danilo Silva Maia
Defence, military, naval and air
attaché
China
Heping Lan
Counsellor
Colombia
Rodrigo Alberto Villegas Rivillas
Counsellor

Oumou Kalsoum Lo Epse Mbacke
Second secretary
Turkey
Mehmet Hakan Akgun
Counsellor

India
Prabhat Kumar Jain
First secretary

Aziz Smires Bennani
Counsellor

Bulent Cankaya
Defence, military, naval and air
attaché

Iraq
Ali Rasool Hussein Al-Masoodi
Second secretary

Panama
Haydee Rita Villarreal Gomez
Attaché

Ukraine
Olena Penteleichuk
First secretary

Raheem Ahmed Meheedy
Third secretary

Poland
Krzysztof Jacek Lewandowski
First counsellor and deputy head
of mission

United Kingdom
Sophie Thompson-Smith
Second secretary

Mujahed Adil Shukur
Third secretary
Japan
Yusuke Kawachi
Military Attaché

Saudi Arabia
Mohammed Nashes B. Al Shlawi
Attaché

Hiroyuki Sano
Naval attaché

Senegal
Aissatou Diatta
Second secretary

Sylvie Nelly Oloni Ossiala
Attaché

Hiroyuki Sugai
Defence and air attaché

Mamadou Moustapha Dieng
First secretary

Guinea
Aminata Doumbouya
Attaché

Masayasu Yoshida
First secretary

Raki Kane
First secretary

Jessica Pryce Burns
Attaché
Rachel Piedra Strein
Second secretary and consul

CREDENTIALS PHOTOS COMPLIMENTS OF RIDEAU HALL

Congo
Hollandais David Stone Atipo
Counsellor

United States of America
Nathan Alan Blore
Assistant Attaché
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1. To mark the 108th anniversary of the independence of Albania, Ambassador Ermal Muca and his wife,
Alma, hosted a flag-raising ceremony at Ottawa City Hall. David Sproule, director-general for Eastern Europe
and the Arctic at Global Affairs Canada, delivered opening remarks. (Photo: Ülle Baum ) 2. Chief of Protocol
Stewart Wheeler, Kosovar Ambassador Adriatik Kryeziu, Greek Ambassador Konstantina Athanassiadou and
North Macedonian chargé d’affaires Dimitar Blazhevski attended the Albanian flag-raising ceremony at City
Hall. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 3. The Mexican Embassy presented a Lights Up! Panorama Art experience at the Ottawa Art Gallery with visuals by AVA Animation and Visual Arts. The three-minute animation loop show was
also on Facebook live. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 4. To mark Belgium’s King's Day, Belgian Ambassador Johan Verkammen and his wife, Kathleen Billen, hosted two movie nights at Landmark Cinemas Kanata. The award-winning
movie, King of the Belgians, was shown to 100 people during this two-day event. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 5. From
left, Robert R. A. Fry, director-general of the Bureau of European Affairs at Global Affairs Canada, Hungarian
Ambassador Maria Eva Vass-Salazar and chief of protocol Stewart Wheeler attended the Belgian celebration.
(Photo: Ülle Baum) 6. Tunisian Ambassador Mohamed Imed Torjemane and his wife, Ihssane Boujendar Ep
Torjemane, attended the Belgian event. (Photo: Ülle Baum)
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1. Korean Ambassador Chang Keung Ryong hosted a Turn Toward Busan memorial ceremony at the cairn
outside Ottawa City Hall. The event was organized by the Korean Embassy, the Korea Veterans Association
– National Capital Unit 7, with the assistance of Veterans Affairs Canada and the Canadian Armed Forces.
(Photo: Ülle Baum) 2. Lt.-Gen. Wayne Eyre, left, and Ryong, at the Korean event. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 3. Tong
Zhang, shown here, wife of Chinese Ambassador Peiwu Cong, hosted an online cultural salon featuring "600
years of the Forbidden City" with special guest speaker Meixia Guo, director of publicity and education of the
Palace Museum. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 4. On the occasion of the 29th anniversary of the independence of Kazakhstan, Kazakh Ambassador Akylbek Kamaldinov and his wife, Olga, hosted a flag-raising ceremony at City
Hall along with an online national day presentation. From left: Kamaldinov and deputy mayor Laura Dudas.
(Photo: Ülle Baum) 5. Gen. Jonathan Vance, chief of defence staff, spoke on Indigenous Veterans Day at the
Canadian War Museum, when the donated Normandy Warrior, a painting by Ottawa artist Elaine Goble, was
unveiled. It’s a tribute to Pte. Philip Favel’s service with the Royal Canadian Army Service Corps in the Second
World War, and his post-war efforts as an advocate for Indigenous veterans. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 6. At the
event, from left: Nadine Favel, granddaughter of Pte. Philip Favel, Second World War Veteran James Eagle and
Goble. (Photo: Ülle Baum)
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1. Victoria Carol Erikkson, wife of Finnish Ambassador Roy Erikkson, hosted a distanced get-together to welcome the spouses of European diplomats from Ireland, Norway and the EU, who recently arrived in Canada.
From left: Erikkson; Piret Lukk, wife of Estonian Ambassador Toomas Lukk; Jenni Ahlin, wife of Swedish Ambassador Urban Ahlin and Marianne Fredriksen, wife of Norwegian Ambassador Jon Fredriksen. (Photo: Ülle Baum)
2. Members of the Head of Missions Spouses Association (HOMSA) participated in the “Sharing Hope Wishes
2021” project that raised money for Caldwell Family Centre. From left: Piret Lukk gives a candle as a present
to Olga Kamaldinova, wife of Kazakh Ambassador Akylbek Kamaldinov. Kamaldinova gave a donation for
Caldwell Family Centre. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 3. Piret Lukk baked a strawberry cottage cheesecake and presented
it as a contribution to iPolitics’ holiday magazine for the “diplomats’ favourite holiday recipes” section. (Photo:
Ülle Baum) 4. Ernest L. Szelepcsenyi, a 1956 Hungarian Revolution veteran, attended a Hungarian flag-raising
ceremony at City Hall and shared his memories at a virtual commemoration of the Hungarian Revolution and
Freedom Fight in 1956, presented by the Hungarian Embassy. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 5. To mark the national day
of Hungary and commemorate the Hungarian Revolution and Freedom Fight of 1956, Ambassador Maria Eva
Vass-Salazar held a flag-raising ceremony at City Hall. She’s shown with Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson. (Photo: Ülle
Baum) 6. Kenyan High Commissioner John Lepi Lanyasunya celebrated Kenya’s independence day virtually. Here
the ambassador stands in front of the national flag. (Photo: Ülle Baum)
4.
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1. A flag-raising ceremony on the occasion of Latvia’s 102nd anniversary took place at Ottawa City Hall. From
left: Robert R. A. Fry, director-general of the Bureau of European Affairs at Global Affairs Canada, Ottawa Mayor
Jim Watson, Latvian Ambassador Karlis Eihenbaums, Lithuanian Ambassador Darius Skusevicius, Col. Agris Ozolins, Latvia’s defence, military, naval and air attaché, and Estonian Ambassador Toomas Lukk. (Photo: Ülle Baum)
2. Members of the diplomatic community and Latvian diaspora attended the Latvian flag-raising ceremony. Jim
Watson, right, delivers remarks while the ambassador looks on. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 3. An inauguration of the
first diplomatic Paraguayan Library in Canada took place at the embassy. Paraguayan Ambassador Martinez
Valinotti, shown here, received book donations from Mayelinne De Lara, director of the International Public
Diplomacy Council in The Hague. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 4. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, only 100 invited guests
attended the Remembrance Day celebration in Ottawa and the wreaths left on behalf of the large diplomatic
community in Ottawa were placed a day before at the National War Memorial. This wreath from the Embassy
of Estonia was among them. (Photo: Ülle Baum) 5. Latvian Ambassador Karlis Eihenbaums and Col. Agris Ozolins, Latvia’s defence, military, naval and air attaché, pay their respects at the National War Memorial. (Photo:
Ülle Baum)
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DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS

AFGHANISTAN
His Ex. Mohammad Hassan Soroosh
Yousufzai
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan
240 Argyle St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1B9
613-563-4223 FAX 613-563-4962
contact@afghanemb-canada.net
www.afghanemb-canada.net

AZERBAIJAN
Mr. Fouad Aliyev
Chargé d’affaires
Embassy of the Republic of
Azerbaijan
275 Slater St., Suite 1203
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5H9
613-288-0497 FAX 613-230-8089
azerbaijan@azembassy.ca
www.azembassy.ca

ALBANIA
His Ex. Ermal Muça
Embassy of the Republic of Albania
130 Albert St., Suite 302
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-236-4114 FAX 613-236-0804
embassy.ottawa@mfa.gov.al

BAHAMAS
His Ex. Alvin A. Smith
Bahamas High Commission
99 Bank St., Suite 415
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6B9
613-232-1724 FAX 613-232-0097
Ottawa-mission@bahighco.com

ALGERIA
His Ex. Larbi El Hadj Ali
Embassy of the People’s Democratic
Republic of Algeria
500 Wilbrod St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6N2
613-789-8505 FAX 613-789-1406
info@embassyalgeria.ca
ambalgcan@rogers.com
www.ambalgott.com

BANGLADESH
His Ex. Khalilur Rahman
High Commission for the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh
350 Sparks St., Suite 1100
Ottawa, Ont., K1R 7S8
613-236-0138 FAX 613-567-3213
Mission-ottawa@mofa.gov.bd
www.bdhc.org

ARGENTINA
Embassy of the Argentine Republic
81 Metcalfe St. 7th floor
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6K7
613-236-2351 FAX 613-235-2659
ecana@mrecic.gov.ar
www.ecana.mrecic.gob.ar
ARMENIA
Her Ex. Anahit Harutyunyan
Embassy of the Republic of Armenia
7 Delaware Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0Z2
613-234-3710 FAX 613-234-3444
armcanadaembassy@mfa.am
www.armembassycanada.ca
AUSTRALIA
Her Ex. Natasha Smith
Australian High Commission
50 O’Connor St., Suite 710
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6L2
613-236-0841 FAX 786-7621
www.canada.embassy.gov.au
AUSTRIA
Her Ex. Sylvia Meier-Kajbic
Embassy of the Republic of Austria
445 Wilbrod St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6M7
613-789-1444 FAX 613-789-3431
ottawa-ob@bmeia.gv.at
www.austro.org
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BARBADOS
His Ex. Reginald Richardo Farley
High Commission for Barbados
55 Metcalfe St., Suite 470
Ottawa, Ont., K1P 6L5
613-236-9517 FAX 613-230-4362
ottawa@foreign.gov.bb
www.bahamas.com
BELARUS
Mr. Evgeny Russak
Chargé d’affaires
Embassy of the Republic of Belarus
130 Albert St., Suite 600
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-233-9994 FAX 613-233-8500
canada@mfa.gov.by/ca
consul@mfa.gov.by
BELGIUM
His Ex. Johan Hendrik Verkammen
Embassy of Belgium
360 Albert St., Suite 820
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 7X7
613-236-7267 FAX 613-236-7882
ottawa@diplobel.fed.be
www.diplomatie.be/ottawa
BENIN
Embassy of the Republic of Benin
470 Somerset St. W.
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 5J8
613-233-4429 FAX 613-233-8952
Amba.benin@yahoo.ca

BOLIVIA
His Ex. Carlos Alberto Viera Rodriguez
Embassy of the Republic of Bolivia
130 Albert St., Suite 416
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-236-5730 FAX 613-236-8237
bolivianembassy@bellnet.ca
www.emboliviacanada.com
BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA
His Ex. Marko Milisav
Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina
17 Blackburn Ave.,
Ottawa, Ont., K1N 8A2
613-236-0028 FAX 613-236-1139
Email: info@bhembassy.ca
www.ambasadabih.ca
BRAZIL
His Ex. Pedro Henrique Lopes Borio
Embassy of the Federative Republic
of Brazil
450 Wilbrod St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6M8
613-237-1090 FAX 613-237-6144
brasemb.ottawa@itamaraty.gov.br
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
His Ex. PG Kamal Bashah PG Ahmad
High Commission for Brunei
Darussalam
395 Laurier Ave. E.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6R4
613-234-5656 FAX 613-234-4397
bhco@bellnet.ca
BULGARIA
Her Ex. Svetlana StoychevaEtropolski
Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria
325 Stewart St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6K5
613-789-3215 FAX 613-789-3524
embgottawa@hotmail.com
BURKINA FASO
His Ex. Athanase Boudo
Embassy of Burkina Faso
48 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J4
613-238-4796 FAX 613-238-3812
burkina.faso@sympatico.ca
www.ambaburkina-canada.org
CAMEROON
His Ex. Solomon Anu’a-Gheyle AzohMbi
High Commission for the Republic of
Cameroon
170 Clemow Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 2B4
613-236-1522 FAX 613-236-3885
cameroon@rogers.com/
camerouin@gmail.com
www.hc-cameroon-ottawa.org
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CHAD
His Ex. Mahamat Ali Adoum
Embassy of the Republic of Chad
350 Sparks St., Suite 802
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 7S8
613-680-3322 / 613-421-1189
FAX 613-695-6622
info@chadembassy.ca
www.chadembassy.ca
CHILE
His Ex. Alejandro Marisio Cugat
Embassy of the Republic of Chile
50 O’Connor St., Suite 1413
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6L2
613-235-9940 FAX 613-235-1176
icaceres@minrel.gob.cl
www.chile.ca
CHINA
His Ex. Peiwu Cong
Embassy of the People’s Republic of
China
515 St. Patrick St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 5H3
613-789-3434 FAX 613-789-1911
Chinesembassy.ca@gmail.com
ca.china-embassy.org
COLOMBIA
Embassy of the Republic of Colombia
360 Albert St., Suite 1002
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 7X7
613-230-3760 FAX 613-230-4416
ecanada@cancilleria.gov.co
CONGO
His Ex. Roger Julien Menga
Embassy of the Republic of the Congo
CONGO (D.R.)
Embassy of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo
18 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J3
613-230-6582 FAX 613-230-1945
ambardcongocan@rogers.com
COSTA RICA
His Ex. Mauricio Ortiz Ortiz
Embassy of the Republic of Costa Rica
350 Sparks St., Suite 701
Ottawa, ON, K1R 7S8
613-562-2855 FAX 613-562-2582
embcr-ca@rree.go.cr
www.costaricaembassy.com
CÔTE D’IVOIRE
His Ex. Gnagno Philibert Fagnidi
Embassy of the Republic of Côte
d’Ivoire
9 Marlborough Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8E6
613-236-9919 FAX 613-563-8287
ambci.info@rogers.com
www.ambaci-ottawa.org
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CUBA
Her Ex. Josefina de la Caridad Vidal
Ferreiro
Embassy of the Republic of Cuba
388 Main St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 1E3
613-563-0141 FAX 613-563-0068
embacuba@embacubacanada.net
misiones.minrex.gob.cu/en/canada
CYPRUS
His Ex. Vasilios Philippou
High Commission for the Republic
of Cyprus
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1002
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1P1
613-563-9763 FAX 613-563-1953
ottawahighcom@mfa.gov.cy
CZECH REPUBLIC
His Ex. Borek Lizec
Embassy of the Czech Republic
251 Cooper St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0G2
613-562-3875 FAX 613-562-3878
ottawa@embassy.mzv.cz
DENMARK
Her Ex. Hanne Fugl Eskjaer
Royal Danish Embassy
47 Clarence St., Suite 450
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 9K1
613-562-1811
ottamb@um.dk
canada.um.dk
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
His Ex. Pedro Luciano Vergés Cimán
Embassy of the Dominican Republic
130 Albert St., Suite 1605
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-569-9893 FAX 613-569-8673
info@drembassy.org
www.drembassy.org
ECUADOR
His Ex. Diego Stacey-Moreno
Embassy of the Republic of Ecuador
99 Bank St., Suite 230
Ottawa, ON K1P 6B9
613-563-8206 FAX 613-235-5776
embassy@embassyecuador.ca
www.embassyecuador.ca
EGYPT
His Ex. Ahmed Abu Zeid
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1100
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1P1
613-234-4931 FAX 613-234-4398
egyptembottawa@gmail.com
EL SALVADOR
His Ex. Ricardo Cisneros
Embassy of the Republic of El
Salvador
209 Kent St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1Z8
613-238-2939 FAX 613-238-6940
elsalvadorottawa@rree.gov.sv
ESTONIA
His Ex. Toomas Lukk
Embassy of the Republic of Estonia
260 Dalhousie St., Suite 210
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 7E4
613-789-4222 FAX 613-789-9555
embassy.ottawa@mfa.ee
www.estemb.ca

ETHIOPIA
Her Ex. Nasise Challi Jira
275 Slater St., Suite 1501
Ottawa, Ont., K1P 5H9
613-565-6637 x 214 FAX 613-565-9175
info@ethioembassycanada.org
ethioconsulatecanada.org

GUINEA
His Ex. Aly Diane
Embassy of the Republic of Guinea
483 Wilbrod St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6N1
613-789-8444 FAX 613-789-7560
Ambagui.canada@maegn.net

EUROPEAN UNION
Delegation of the European Union
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1900
Ottawa, ON K2P1P1
613-238-6464 FAX 613-238-5191
Delegation-Canada@eeas.europa.eu

GUYANA
High Commission for the Republic
of Guyana
123 Slater St., Suite 902
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5H2
613-235-7249 FAX 613-235-1447
guyanahcott@rogers.com

FINLAND
His Ex. Roy Eriksson
Embassy of the Republic of Finland
55 Metcalfe St., Suite 850
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6L5
613-288-2233 FAX 613-288-2244
embassy.ott@formin.fi
FRANCE
Her Ex. Kareen Rispal
Embassy of France
42 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 2C9
613-789-1795 FAX 613-562-3735
politique@ambafrance-ca.org
www.ambafrance-ca.org
GABON
His Ex. Sosthène Ngokila
Embassy of the Gabonese Republic
4 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J5
613-232-5301 FAX 613-232-6916
info@ambassadegabon.ca
GEORGIA
His Ex. Konstantine Kavtaradze
Embassy of Georgia
340 Albert St., Suite 940 Ottawa, ON
K1R 7Y6
613-421-0460 FAX 613-680-0394
ottawa.emb@mfa.gov.ge
GERMANY
Her Ex. Sabine Sparwasser
Embassy of the Federal Republic of
Germany
1 Waverley St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0T8
613-232-1101 FAX 613-594-9330
info@ottawa.diplo.de
www.ottawa.diplo.de
GHANA
His Ex. Joseph Ayikoi Otoo
High Commission for the Republic
of Ghana
1 Clemow Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 2A9
613-236-0871 FAX 613-236-0874
ottawa@mfa.gov.gh
www.ghc-ca.com
GREECE
Her Ex. Konstantina Athanassiadou
Embassy of the Hellenic Republic
80 MacLaren St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0K6
613-238-6271 FAX 613-238-5676
gremb.otv@mfa.gr
www.mfa.gr/canada
GUATEMALA
Her Ex. Guisela Godinez Sazo
Embassy of the Republic of
Guatemala
130 Albert St., Suite 1010
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-233-7237 FAX 613-233-0135
embassy1@embaguate-canada.com
www.embaguate-canada.com
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HAITI
His Ex. Wien-Weibert Arthus
Embassy of the Republic of Haiti
85 Albert St., Suite 1110,
Ottawa, Ont., K1P 5G4
613-238-1628 FAX 613-238-2986
info@ambassade-haiti.ca
HOLY SEE
Apostolic Nunciature
724 Manor Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 0E3
613-746-4914 FAX 613-746-4786
nuntiatura@nuntiatura.ca
HONDURAS
Her Ex. Sofia Cerrato Rodriguex
Embassy of the Republic of Honduras
130 Albert St., Suite 805
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 1B1
613-233-8900 FAX 613-232-0193
dbonilla@embassyhonduras.hn
HUNGARY
Her Ex. Maria Vass-Salazar
Embassy of Hungary
299 Waverley St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0V9
613-230-2717 FAX 613-230-7560
mission.ott@mfa.gov.hu
ottawa.mfa.gov.hu/eng
ICELAND
His Ex. Pétur Ásgeirsson
Embassy of Iceland
360 Albert St., Suite 710
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 7X7
613-482-1944 FAX 613-482-1945
icemb.ottawa@utn.stjr.is www.iceland.
org.ca
INDIA
His Ex. Ajay Bisaria
High Commission for the Republic
of India
10 Springfield Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 1C9
613-744-3751 FAX 613-744-0913
hoc.ottawa@mea.gov.in
www.hciottawa.ca
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CROATIA
His Ex. Vice Skracic
Embassy of the Republic of Croatia
229 Chapel St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 7Y6
613-562-7820 FAX 613-562-7821
croemb.ottawa@mvep.hr
ca.mvep.hr/en/

IRELAND
His Ex. Eamonn McKee
Embassy of Ireland
130 Albert St., Suite 1105
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-233-6281 FAX 613-233-5835
embassyofireland@rogers.com
www.embassyofireland.ca
ISRAEL
Embassy of Israel
50 O’Connor St., Suite 1005
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6L2
613-750-7500 FAX 613-750-7555
info@ottawa.mfa.gov.il
www.embassies.gov.il/ottawa
ITALY
His Ex. Claudio Taffuri
Embassy of the Italian Republic
275 Slater St., 21st Floor
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5H9
613-232-2401 FAX 613-233-1484
ambasciata.ottawa@esteri.it
www.ambottawa.esteri.it
JAMAICA
Her Ex. Sharon Joyce Miller
Jamaican High Commission
350 Sparks St., Suite 910
Ottawa, ON, K1R 7S8
613-233-9311 FAX 613-233-0611
executiveassistant@jhcottawa.ca
JAPAN
His Ex. Yasuhisa Kawamura
Embassy of Japan
255 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 9E6
613-241-8541 FAX 613-241-2232
infocul@ot.mofa.go.jp
www.ca.emb-japan.go.jp
JORDAN
His Ex. Majed Thalji Salem Alqatarneh
Embassy of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan
100 Bronson Ave., Suite 701
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 6G8
613-238-8090 FAX 613-232-3341
www.embassyofjordan.ca
ottawa@fm.gov.jo (embassy)
ottawa-consular@fm.gov.jo (consular)
KAZAKHSTAN
His Ex. Akylbek Kamaldinov
Embassy of the Republic
of Kazakhstan
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1603-1604
Ottawa, Ont., K2P 1P1
613-695-8055 FAX 613-695-8755
kazakhembassy@gmail.com
www.kazembassy.ca

INDONESIA
His Ex. Abdul Kadir Jailani
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia
55 Parkdale Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1Y 1E5
613-724-1100 FAX 613-724-1105
publicaffairs@indonesia-ottawa.org
www.indonesia.ottawa.org
IRAN
Embassy of the Islamic Republic
of Iran
245 Metcalfe St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 2K2
IRAQ
His Ex. Wadee Batti Hanna Al-Batti
Embassy of the Republic of Iraq
215 McLeod St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0Z8
613-236-9177 FAX 613-236-9641
www.iqem.cs
media@iqb.ca
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KENYA
His Ex. John Lepi Lanyasunya
High Commission for the Republic
of Kenya
415 Laurier Ave. E.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6R4
613-563-1773 FAX 613-233-6599
balozi@kenyahighcommission.ca
www.kenyahighcommission.ca
KOREA, REPUBLIC
His Ex. Chang Keung Ryong
Embassy of the Republic of Korea
150 Boteler St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 5A6
613-244-5010 FAX 613-244-5034
canada@mofa.go.kr
can-ottawa.mofa.go.kr
KOSOVO
His Ex. Adriatik Kryeziu
Embassy of the Republic of Kosovo
200 Elgin St., Suite 501
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1L5
613-569-2828 FAX 613-569-4848
Embassy.canada@rks-gov.net
www.mfa-ks.net
KUWAIT
Her Ex. Reem Mohammed Khaled
Zaid Al Khaled
Embassy of the State of Kuwait
333 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, Ont., K1N 1J9
613-780-9999 FAX 613-780-9905
ambassadoroffice@kuwaitembassy.ca
www.embassyofkuwait.ca
LATVIA
His Ex. Karlis Eihenbaums
Embassy of the Republic of Latvia
350 Sparks St., Suite 1200
Ottawa, Ont., K1R 7S8
613-238-6014 FAX 613-238-7044
embassy.canada@mfa.gov.lv
www.mfa.gov.lv/ottawa/
LEBANON
His Ex. Fadi Ziadeh
Embassy of Lebanon
640 Lyon St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 3Z5
613-236-5825 FAX 613-232-1609
info@lebanonembassy.ca
www.lebanonembassy.ca
LESOTHO
High Commission for the Kingdom
of Lesotho
130 Albert St., Suite 1820 Ottawa, ON
K1P 5G4
613-234-0770 Fax 613-234-5665
lesotho.ottawa@bellnet.ca
LIBYA
Mr. Omar Alghanai
Chargé d’affaires
Embassy of Libya
170 Laurier Ave. W., Suite 710
Ottawa, Ont., K1P 5V5
613-842-7519, 613-680-2009
FAX 613-842-8627
assistant@embassyoflibya.ca
www.embassyoflibya.ca
LITHUANIA
His Ex. Darius Skusevičius
Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1600
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1
613-567-5458 FAX 613-567-5315
ca.mfa.lt
www.lithuanianembassy.ca
MADAGASCAR
Embassy of the Republic of
Madagascar
3 Raymond St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 1A3
613-567-0505 FAX 613-567-2882
ambamadcanada@gmail.com
www.madagascar-embassy.ca
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MALAYSIA
Her Ex. Nor’aini Binti Abd Hamid
High Commission for Malaysia
60 Boteler St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8Y7
613-241-5182 FAX 613-241-5214
mwottawa.kln@1govuc.gov.my
MALI
Her Ex. Fatima Braoulé Meite
Embassy of the Republic of Mali
50 Goulburn Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8C8
613-232-1501 FAX 613-232-7429
ambassade@ambamali.ca
www.ambamalicanada.org
MEXICO
His Ex. Juan José Gómez Camacho
Embassy of the United Mexican States
45 O’Connor St., Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 1A4
613-233-8988 FAX 613-235-9123
infocan@sre.gob.mx
www.embamexcan.com
MOLDOVA
Mrs. Ina Ursan
Chargé d’affaires
Embassy of the Republic of Moldova
275 Slater St., Suite 801
Ottawa, ON K1P 5H9
613-695-6167 FAX 613-695-6164
ottawa@mfa.md
www.canada.mfa.md
MONGOLIA
His Ex. Ariunbold Yadmaa
Embassy of Mongolia
151 Slater St., Suite 503
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5H3
613-569-3830 FAX 613-569-3916
mongolia@rogers.com
MOROCCO
Her Ex. Souriya Otmani
Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco
38 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J4
613-236-7391 FAX 613-236-6164
sifamaot@bellnet.ca
www.ambamaroc.ca/Nouveau/siteAmba.html
MYANMAR
His Ex. Hau Khan Sum
Embassy of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar
336 Island Park Dr.
Ottawa, Ont., K1Y OA7
613-232-9990 FAX. 613-232-6999
meottawa@rogers.com
NEPAL
His Ex. Bhrigu Dhungana
Embassy of Nepal
408 Queen St.
Ottawa, ON K1R 5A7
613-680-5513 FAX 613-422-5149
nepalembassy@rogers.com
NETHERLANDS
Her Ex. Goverdina Christina
Cooppolse
Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands
350 Albert Street, Suite 2020
Ottawa, Ont. K1R 1A4
613-670-6038 FAX 613-237-6471
Ott-bb@minbuza.nl
NEW ZEALAND
His Ex. Martin Wilford Harvey
New Zealand High Commission
150 Elgin St., Suite 1401
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1L4
613-238-5991 FAX 613-238-5707
info@nzhcottawa.org
www.nzembassy.com/canada

NICARAGUA
His Ex. Maurizio Carol Gelli
Embassy of the Republic of Nicaragua
104 Black Maple Pte.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 0T7
embanic.ca@gmail.com
NIGERIA
His Ex. Adeyinka Olatokunbo Asekun
High Commission for the Federal
Republic of Nigeria
295 Metcalfe St.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1R9
613-236-0521 FAX 613-236-0529
chancery@nigeriahcottawa.ca
www.nigeriahcottawa.ca
NORTH MACEDONIA
Embassy of the Republic
of North Macedonia
130 Albert St., Suite 1006
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-234-3882 FAX 613-233-1852
ottawa@mfa.gov.mk

POLAND
His Ex. Andrzej Kurnicki
Embassy of the Republic of Poland
443 Daly Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6H3
613-789-0468 FAX 613-789-1218
ottawa.info@msz.gov.pl
www.ottawa.mfa.gov.pl
PORTUGAL
His Ex. Joao do Carmo Ataide da
Câmara
Embassy of Portugal
645 Island Park Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1Y 0B8
613-729-0883 FAX 613-729-4236
ottawa@mne.pt
QATAR
His Ex. Saoud bin Abdullah Zaid
Al-Mahmoud
Embassy of the State of Qatar
150 Metcalfe St., 8th and 12th Floor
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1P1
613-241-4917 FAX 613-241-3304
ottawa@mfa.gov.qa

NORWAY
His Ex. Jon Elvedal Fredriksen
Royal Norwegian Embassy
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 1300
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1
613-238-6571 FAX 613-238-2765
emb.ottawa@mfa.no
www.emb-norway.ca

ROMANIA
His Ex. Bogdan Manoiu
Embassy of Romania
655 Rideau St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6A3
613-789-3709 FAX 613-789-4365
ottawa@mae.ro
ottawa.mae.ro

PAKISTAN
His Ex. Raza Bashir Tarar
High Commission for the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan
10 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J3
613-238-7881 FAX 613-238-7296
pahicottawa@mfa.gov.pk
parepottawa@rogers.com

RUSSIA
Embassy of the Russian Federation
285 Charlotte Street
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8L5
613-235-4341 FAX 613-236-6342
info@rusembassy.ca
www.rusembassy.ca

PALESTINE
Mr Nabil Marouf
Chief representative
Palestinian General Delegation
18 The Driveway
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 9C6
613-736-0053 FAX 613-736-0535
palestinegd@gmail .com

RWANDA
His Ex. Prosper Higiro
High Commission for the Republic of
Rwanda
294 Albert Street, Suite 404
Ottawa, Ont., K1P 6E6 613-5695420/22/24 FAX 613-569-5421/5423
gereralinfo@ambarwa@ottawa.ca

PANAMA
Her Ex. Romy Vasquez Morales
Embassy of the Republic of Panama
130 Albert St., Suite 803
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-236-7177 FAX 613-236-5775
info@embassyofpanama.ca

SAINT KITTS & NEVIS
Her. Ex. Vaughna Sherry Tross
High Commission of Saint Kitts &
Nevis
421 Besserer St.
Ottawa, Ont., K1N 6B9
613-518-2447 FAX 613-695-2449
mission@hcstkittsnevis.ca

PARAGUAY
Her Ex. Ines Martinez Valinotti
Embassy of the Republic of Paraguay
130 Albert St., Suite 418
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-567-1283 FAX 613-567-1679
embaparcanada@mre.gov.py
www.mre.gov.py/Sitios/Home/
Index/embapar-canada/EN-CA
PERU
His Ex. Roberto Rafael Max
Rodriguez Arnillas
Embassy of the Republic of Peru
130 Albert St., Suite 1901
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G4
613-238-1777 FAX 613-232-3062
embassy@embassyofperu.ca
PHILIPPINES
His Ex. Rodolfo Robles
Embassy of the Republic of the
Philippines
30 Murray St.,
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 5M4
613-233-1121 FAX 613-233-4165
embassyofphilippines@rogers.com
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SAUDI ARABIA
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia
201 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, ON K1N 1K6
613-237-4100 FAX 613-237-0567
caemb@mofa.gov.sa
www.saudiembassy.ca
SENEGAL
Her Ex. Viviane Laure Elizabeth
Bampassy
Embassy of the Republic of Senegal
57 Marlborough Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8E8
613-238-6392 FAX 613-238-2695
info@ambsencanada.org
SERBIA
His Ex. Dejan Ralevic
Embassy of the Republic of Serbia
21 Blackburn Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8A2
613-233-6289 FAX 613-233-7850
diplomat@serbianembassy.ca
www.ottawa.mfa.gov.rs
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SLOVENIA
Her Ex. Melita Gabrič
Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia
150 Metcalfe St., Suite 2200
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 1P1
613-565-5781 FAX 613-565-5783
sloembassy.ottawa@gov.si
www.ottawa.embassy.si
SOMALIA
His Ex. Hassan Dahir Dimbil
Embassy of Somalia
Ottawa, Ont.
SOUTH AFRICA
Her Ex. Sibongiseni Yvonne DlaminiMntambo
High Commission for the Republic of
South Africa
15 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 1M8
613-744-0330 FAX 613-741-1639
rsafrica@southafrica-canada.ca
www.southafrica-canada.ca
SPAIN
His Ex. Enrique Ruiz Molero
Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain
74 Stanley Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 1P4
613-747-2252 FAX 613-744-1224
emb.ottawa@maec.es
www.exteriores.gob.es/embajadas/
Ottawa
SRI LANKA
High Commission for the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
333 Laurier Ave. W., Suite 1204
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 1C1
613-233-8449 FAX 613-238-8448
slhcit@rogers.com
www.srilankahcottawa.org
SUDAN
Embassy of the Republic of the Sudan
354 Stewart St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6K8
613-235-4000 FAX 613-235-6880
sudanembassy-canada@rogers.com
www.sudanembassy.ca/
SWEDEN
His Ex. Urban Christian Ahlin
Embassy of Sweden
377 Dalhousie St., Suite 305
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 9N8
613-244-8200 FAX 613-241-2277
sweden.ottawa@gov.se
www.swedishembassy .ca

SWITZERLAND
Her Ex. Salome Meyer
Embassy of Switzerland
5 Marlborough Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8E6
613-235-1837 FAX 613-563-1394
ott.vertretung@eda.admin.ch
SYRIA
Embassy of the Syrian Arab Republic
46 Cartier St.
Ottawa, ON K2P 1J3
613-569-5556 FAX 613-569-3800
TAIWAN
Mr. Winston Wenyi Chen
Representative
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
45 O’Connor St., Suite 1960
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 1A4
613-231-5080 FAX 613-231-7112
teco@on.aibn.com
www.roc-taiwan.org/ca
TANZANIA
His Ex. Mpoki Mwasumbi Ulisubisya
High Commission for the United
Republic of Tanzania
50 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J4
613-232-1509 FAX 613-232-5184
contact@tzrepottawa.ca
www.tanzaniahighcommission.ca
THAILAND
His Ex. Kallayana Vipattipumiprates
The Royal Thai Embassy
180 Island Park Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1Y 0A2
613-722-4444 FAX 613-722-6624
contact@thaiembassy.ca
www.thaiembassy.ca
TOGO
Embassy of the Togolese Republic
12 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J3
613-238-5916 FAX 613-235-6425
ambatogoca@hotmail.com
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
His Ex. Dennis Daniel Moses
High Commission for the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago
200 First Ave., 3rd Floor
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 2G6
613-232-2418 FAX 613-232-4349
hcottawa@foreign.gov.tt
TUNISIA
His Ex. Mohamed Imed Torjemane
Embassy of the Republic of Tunisia
515 O’Connor St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 3P8
613-237-0330 FAX 613-237-7939
ambtun13@bellnet.ca

TURKEY
His Ex. Kerim Uras
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
197 Wurtemburg St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8L9
613-244-2470 FAX 613-789-3442
embassy.ottawa@mfa.gov.tr
www.turkishembassy.com
UGANDA
Her Ex. Joy Ruth Acheng
High Commission for the Republic
of Uganda
350 Sparks St., Suite 1210
Ottawa, Ont., K1R 7S8
613-789-7797 FAX 613-789-8909
uhc@ugandahighcommission.com
www.ugandahighcommission.ca
UKRAINE
His Ex. Andriy Shevchenko
Embassy of Ukraine
310 Somerset St., W.
Ottawa, Ont., K2P 0J9
613-230-2961 FAX 613-230-2400
emb_ca@mfa.gov.ua www.ukremb.ca
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
His Ex. Fahad Saeed M.A. Alraqbani
125 Boteler St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 0A4
613-565-7272 FAX 613-565-8007
Consulate FAX 613-565-1444
ottawaemb.reception@mofaic.gov.ae
UNITED KINGDOM
Her Ex. Susan Jane le Jeune
d’Allegeershecque
British High Commission
80 Elgin St.
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5K7
613-237-1530 FAX 613-232-0738
ukincanada@fco.gov.uk
www.ukincanada.fco.gov.uk
UN REFUGEE AGENCY
Her Ex. Rema Jamous Imseis
UNHCR Representative in Canada
280 Albert St., Suite 401
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5G8
613-232-0909 FAX 613-230-1855
www.unhcr.ca
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Katherine Brucker
Chargé d’affaires
Embassy of the United States of
America
490 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 1G8
613-238-5335 FAX 613-688-3088
ca.usembassy.gov

VENEZUELA
His Ex. Orlando José Viera
Blanco Embassy of the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela
32 Range Rd.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 8J4
613-235-5151 FAX 613-235 3205
ca.embajadavenezuela.org
VIETNAM
His Ex. Cao Phong Pham
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam
55 MacKay St.
Ottawa, K1M 2B3
613-236-0772 FAX 613-236-2704
vietnamembassy@rogers.com
www.vietem-ca.com
YEMEN
His Ex. Jamal Abdullah Yahya
Al-Sallal
Embassy of the Republic of Yemen
54 Chamberlain Ave.
Ottawa, Ont. K1S 1V9
613-729-6627 FAX 613-729-8915
yeminfo@yemenembassy.ca
www.yemenembassy.ca
ZAMBIA
His Ex. Felix Nicholas Mfula
High Commission for the Republic
of Zambia
151 Slater St., Suite 205
Ottawa, Ont.
K1B 5H3
613-232-4400 FAX 613-232-4410
zhc.ottawa@bellnet.ca
ZIMBABWE
Her Ex. Ruth Masodzi Chikwira
Embassy of the Republic of
Zimbabwe
332 Somerset St. W.
Ottawa, Ont. K2P 0J9
613-421-2824 FAX 613-422-7403
zimottawa@zimfa.gov.zw
www.zimembassyottawa.com

We keep these listings for the benefit
of our readers and the embassies
based in Ottawa. But we need your
help to keep them up to date. Kindly
email editor@diplomatonline.com
to share any changes to your head
of mission, address, phone number,
email, or website with us.

URUGUAY
His Ex. Martin Alejandro Vidal
Delgado Embassy of the Oriental
Republic of Uruguay
55 Metcalfe St., Suite 800
Ottawa, Ont. K1P 6L5
613-234-2727 FAX 613-233-4670
urucanada@mrree.gub.uy

4 easy steps!

Scan the QR Code for the
Beechwood Cemetery Planning eBook
and learn the simple
four-step planning process today!
280 Beechwood Ave, Ottawa - 613-741-9530 – www.beechwoodottawa.ca
Owned by the Beechwood Cemetery Foundation and operated by The Beechwood Cemetery Company
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SLOVAK REPUBLIC
His Ex. Vít Koziak
Embassy of the Slovak Republic
50 Rideau Terr.
Ottawa, Ont. K1M 2A1
613-749-4442 FAX 613-749-4989
emb.ottawa@mzv.sk
www.mzv.sk/ottawa
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Ski trails, virtual snooping and murals for staycations
By Patrick Langston

The Sir John A. Macdonald trail along the Ottawa River offers 16 kilometres of trails for cross-country skiers, snowshoers, hikers and snow bikers.

Down by the water: Opened in 2016,
the Sir John A. Macdonald Winter Trail
runs west along the Ottawa River from
82

the Canadian War Museum to Westboro
Beach. Two groomed, 16-kilometre trails
give cross-country skiers, snowshoers,
hikers and snow bikers access to spaces
normally little used in the winter, offer
sometimes-breathtaking river vistas and
include a chance to visit John Ceprano’s
rock sculptures at Remic Rapids. Bring
a snack and something to drink because
there aren’t any facilities along the way.
The trail is free, but donations help keep
the grooming equipment going. Bonus:
Along with parking at Westboro Beach,
Champlain Park and the Canadian War
Museum, three transit stations — Pimisi,

Bayview/O-train and Dominion — border
the trail. wintertrail.ca
Woodland gliding: You can head to the
Rideau Canal or your local rink, but gliding through meadows, an orchard and a
forest takes skating to a whole new level.
RiverOak, a rural spot 30 minutes south of
downtown Ottawa, has three kilometres
of skating trails, designated hockey and
ringette rinks as well as snowshoeing and
hiking. You can use your hockey sticks on
the trail, borrow from RiverOak’s modest
supply of sticks and pucks if you forget
your own and rent skates and a helmet for
WINTER 2021 | JAN-FEB-MAR

SJAM WINTER TRAIL

A

vid travellers may be longing for
the return of footloose times, but
the pandemic hasn’t nixed every
opportunity to get out and about, even
if some of our sojourns are now virtual.
We’ve uncovered a clutch of COVID-safe
travel ideas to keep you going until the
spring. Some get you outside enjoying our
Canadian winter, others prefer the appeal
of a comfy chair with a favourite beverage
at hand. Bon voyage!
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RiverOak, 30 minutes south of Ottawa, offers three kilometres of skating trails through the woods, as well as designated hockey rinks and trails for
snowshoeing and hiking.

COURTESY OF RIVEROAK

$12, although the rental stock is limited.
The family operation includes an historic
log barn lodge with a wood-burning stove
(pandemic protocols are in place), its skating trails are partially lit at night (skaters
should bring a headlamp) and dogs are
welcome (but they need to be polite).
Admission starts at $9, with youngsters
under five getting in free. Open Wednesday-Sunday, depending on the weather.
riveroak.ca
Virtual snooping: Financial pressures
forced American humourist Mark Twain
to abandon his 25-room dream home in
Hartford, Conn., in 1891, but he always
said it was where he had been happiest
and most productive. With travel now in
abeyance, we won’t be visiting the home
anytime soon, but it is open virtually at
marktwainhouse.org. The same goes for
various other intriguing spots in the U.S.,
including Rowan Oak, the modified Greek
Revival home of Nobel-winning novelist
William Faulkner in Oxford, Miss., (www.
rowanoak.com) and the house-studio of
diplomat and international canada

abstract expressionist painters Jackson
Pollock and Lee Krasner near East Hampton, N.Y. (savingplaces.org).
More virtual touring: For something
completely different, have a peek inside
Handel & Hendrix in London, England,
where — albeit not contemporaneously
— the classical and classic rock musicians
once lived in side-by-side homes with
just a wall between the two residences.
The virtual tour of the Jimi Hendrix side,
where the American-born guitar star lived
from 1968 to 1969, is really just a minimuseum visit, but the George Frideric
Handel home, where the German-born
composer lived and worked for 36 years,
is rewarding. Bonus: These virtual visits
are generally free, although a donation is
sometimes suggested. handelhendrix.org

Shiny ice on the skating trails at RiverOak.

Cordelia and company: Live theatres
everywhere have been pretty much shut
down for close to a year. But stages live on
digitally, including the Stratford Festival.
Stratfest@home (stratfordfestival.ca) gives
83

D ELI GHT S| DESTINATIONS
you access to recorded versions of productions for $15 a month. The library includes
The Tempest, with Christopher Plummer
in an acclaimed performance as Prospero;
an uproarious rock ‘n’ roll take on Twelfth
Night, with the late Brian Dennehy as Sir
Toby Belch; and King Lear, with Colm
Feore as the fond and foolish old king
in a production that’s at once tragic and
tender, absurd and as richly rewarding as
life itself.

Southward bound with a ghost: At a
time when cross-border travel is largely
off-limits, Tony Horwitz’s 2019 book.
Spying on the South: An Odyssey Across
the American Divide is a dandy armchair
equivalent. Horwitz, a Pulitzer-winning
journalist with unbridled curiosity, journeyed through the southern U.S. before
the 2016 presidential primaries, discovering an often-strange, economically hollowed-out place where fiction trumps
fact, but humour and flickering hope live
on. He modelled his journey on similar
travels taken by Frederick Law Olmsted
160 years earlier. Olmsted, who eventually
became a renowned landscape architect
(New York City’s Central Park, Montreal’s
Mount Royal Park), had taken a gig as an
undercover correspondent in the Ante84

Maple syrup — and visiting the bushes where it’s made — is a quintessential central Canadian
experience and it’s a COVID restriction-friendly outdoor activity.

This mural depicting Stompin’ Tom Connors is one of more than two dozen murals in Carleton
Place, a 35-minute drive southwest of Ottawa.
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Sweet stuff: Other than Margaret Atwood
and federal-provincial bickering, it’s hard
to think of anything more Canadian — or
at least central Canadian — than maple
syrup. And there’s no shortage of the
sweet, sticky stuff right here in Eastern
Ontario. By late February, sap is usually
running and producers are welcoming
one and all to their sugar bushes to experience an age-old tradition. You’ll find
sugar bushes (or “camps”) everywhere
— from Proulx Maple & Berry Farm in
east-end Ottawa (proulxfarm.com) to the
old-timey Log Farm (thelogfarm.com)
in Nepean, where sap is still collected in
pails. Sugar bushes are especially abundant across Lanark County in the west
(lanarkcountytourism.com). Unfortunately, the urban gem that was the sugar
shack at Vanier Museopark was destroyed
by fire last year and likely won’t reopen
until 2022. Maple syrup is good for more
than just pancakes, and, come springtime,
you’ll find everything from maple butter
to maple bacon doughnuts popping up
around the Ottawa Valley. If you make
the short trek to east-end Proulx Maple
& Berry Farm, swing by Orleans Brewery
(orleansbrewing.com) on the way home;
its Maple Ale is made with Ottawa-area
maple syrup.
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bellum South for the emerging New York
Times, and, like Horwitz, found the place
fascinating. What Olmsted, whose presence accompanies Horwitz like a literary
ghost, would have made of the south’s
convulsed populace in the early 21st Century is anyone’s guess.
Changed — forever: Will Kyle, Winnie
Burwash, Michiko Ishii — not exactly
household names, but their stories are
now a bit more widely known thanks to
Forever Changed, a new exhibit at the Canadian War Museum. Like so many others
during the Second World War, the lives
of the three were permanently altered,
whether by being brutally incarcerated as
a prisoner of war, by sacrificing self and
family to support the Canadian war effort, or, as a Japanese-Canadian teenager,
by being forced to move 600 miles from
home. Developed by the museum to mark
the 75th anniversary of the end of the war,
the exhibit explores the personal wartime
experiences of Canadians through stories
and artifacts. Forever Changed runs until
Sept. 6, with pandemic safety measures in
place. warmuseum.ca 819-776-7000.
Marvellous murals: Stompin’ Tom Connors and First World War flying ace Roy
Brown, who’s credited with shooting
down the notorious Red Baron, may be
dead, but they’re not entirely gone from
Carleton Place. The town, about 35 minutes southwest of downtown Ottawa,
is home to better than two dozen lively
public murals of folks and events connected to Carleton Place. The Maritimes’
native son, Stompin’ Tom, for instance,
loved to play at the 19th-Century Mississippi Hotel, now The Grand Hotel, and
was instrumental in saving it from demolition. Some of the murals are “ghost”
images — painted advertisements from
long ago — such as the one for Chewing Plug Tobacco at 136 Bridge St. Other,
newer ones commemorate historic events
such as the Ballygiblin Riots of 1824,
when Protestant settlers and Irish Catholic immigrants battled it out. You’ll find
information on the murals, walking tours
of the heritage downtown and more at
carletonplace.ca. And don’t forget to check
out the tiny, perfect Carleton Place and
Beckwith Heritage Museum (cpbheritagemuseum.com). While you’re there, try
dinner at Black Tartan Kitchen, but book
ahead as it’s a set menu during COVID.
Patrick Langston is an Ottawa writer
who refuses to let COVID-19 limit his
wandering ways.
diplomat and international canada
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Celebration time
A listing of the national and independence days marked by countries
January
1

Cuba

Liberation Day

1

Haiti

Independence Day

1

Sudan

National Day

4

Myanmar

Independence Day

24

Maldives

National Day

26

Australia

Australia Day

31

Nauru

National Day

4

Sri Lanka

National Day

6

New Zealand

National Day

7

Grenada

Independence Day

11

Iran

National Day

15

Serbia

National Day

16

Lithuania

Independence Day

17

Kosovo

Independence Day

18

Gambia

Independence Day

22

Saint Lucia

Independence Day

23

Brunei Darussalam

National Day

23

Guyana

Republic Day

24

Estonia

Independence Day

25

Kuwait

National Day

27

Dominican Republic

Independence Day

3

Bulgaria

National Day

6

Ghana

National Day

12

Mauritius

National Day

17

Ireland

St. Patrick’s Day

20

Tunisia

Proclamation of Independence

23

Pakistan

Pakistan Day

25

Greece

Independence Day

26

Bangladesh

National Day

4

Senegal

Independence Day

16

Denmark

Birthday of Her Majesty Queen Margrethe II

17

Syria

National Day

18

Zimbabwe

Independence Day

19

Holy See

Election Day of Pope

26

Tanzania

Union Day

27

Sierra Leone

Republic Day

27

South Africa

Freedom Day

27

Togo

National Day

27

Netherlands

King's Day

February

Lois Siegel
PhotograPhy

Special Event Photographer
Personalized Portraits
Parties and Fundraisers
Ceremonies

March

Lois has worked as a photographer
for the Ottawa Citizen
(Around Town and Diplomatica),
Ottawa Business Journal,
the Glebe Report, Centretown Buzz
and Cinema Canada.
(613) 830-2509
lois@siegelproductions.ca
siegelproductions.ca

April

Photo by Bill Blackstone
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MIKE BEEDELL WWW.MIKEBEEDELLPHOTO.CA
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Photographer Mike Beedell: “I came upon this Weddell seal enjoying the austral summer sun at the southern end of the world on the Antarctic
Peninsula. This large member of the phocid or seal family is named after the British sealing captain who plied these waters in the 1820s. Seals in
Antarctica have little fear of humans on land because the beasts that eat them live in the ocean. Orcas in particular eat them for breakfast and I have
seen many Weddells with horrific Orca-attack scars. Weddell seals are the most southerly living mammals in the world and can weigh up to 600
kilograms and reach a length of 3.5 metres. They are among the few seals that can have twin pups. They dive to 600 metres and stay under for more
than 45 minutes. They dine on fish, krill, crustaceans, penguins and sometimes other seals. As I sat with this seal, who was ebbing and flowing out of
a snooze, its high-pitched oooeees and whistles kept me entertained until I discovered Weddells have frightfully poor manners. When it assailed my
nostrils with potent flatulence, I bid this seal adieu.”
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Your luxury getaway.
Embrace winter with the Audi Q8.
Representing your country is an honourable task: In the diplomatic service, perfection and outstanding
performance are required on all levels. Anyone who is equal to this challenge also has the highest of standards
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