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JENNIFER CAMPBELL

The world's worst dictators

E

vents in the Middle East and North
Africa continue to reshape that
part of the world. The previously
unimaginable events — throngs of people
protesting authoritarian regimes, demanding freedom — raised an obvious
question. Which tyrants remain in power,
and which of those would qualify as the
world’s worst?
Doctoral scholar and journalist Wolfgang Depner answers that question in our
cover story. In what he is calling The Dirty
Dozen, he lists them all — from North Korea’s Kim Jong-Il to Chechnya’s Ramzan
Kadyrov. Find this piece and an overview
of the situation in the region by David
Kilgour, former secretary of state for foreign affairs, beginning on page 34.
In addition to the despots, our Dispatches section examines the world food
crisis. Seasoned journalist Don Cayo
takes readers through the complex issue
that for at least one billion people, boils
down, quite simply, to hunger. In the same

U P FRO N T

Our cover illustration,
shows all 12 of the
world’s worst dictators
beginning, at top left,
with No. 1 Korea’s Kim
Jong Il. Clockwise from
there: Libya’s Moammar
Gadhafi, Sudan’s Omar
al-Bashir, Rwanda’s Paul
Kagame, Belarus’ Aljaksandr Lukashenko,
China’s Hu Jintao, Chechnya’s Ramzan Kadyrov, Russia’s Vladimir
Putin, Saudi Arabia’s
King Abdullah, Syria’s
Bashar al-Assad, Tajikistan’s Emomalii Rahmon
and Zimbabwe’s Robert
Mugabe.
diplomat and international canada

section, intelligence expert David Harris looks at how Americans could assess
Canada’s security risks, and details some
compelling reasons to be concerned.
Up front, in our Diplomatica section,
we have cartoons from Middle East newspapers, columnist Fen Hampson’s take
on NATO’s future, and global strategist
George Friedman’s predictions about
another military alliance. We also have a
look at the situation in Japan, written by
Japanese Ambassador Kaoru Ishikawa,
who tells us how Japan can — and will
— rebuild after the devastating Miyagi
earthquake and subsequent tsunami.
In Delights, books editor George
Fetherling reviews a memoir by Roy
MacLaren, diplomat-turned-politician
who has, most recently, been chairing the
Canada Europe Roundtable for Business, a
body that’s been lobbying for a trade deal
between the EU and Canada.
Our history piece, by Laura Nielson
Bonikowsky, salutes the royal tour of
Prince William and his bride, Catherine,
by looking at royal visits past. In a similar
nod, residences writer Margo Roston takes
us to Earnscliffe, the home of British High
Commissioner Anthony Pocock and his
wife, Julie. Food writer Margaret Dickenson, meanwhile, serves up a stacked dinner — the subject of one episode from her
new television series. Wine writer Pieter
Van den Weghe pours some delightful
whites from the new world and, in our
travel section, Portuguese Ambassador
Pedro Moitinho de Almeida takes us on a
guided tour of his country.

CONTRIBUTORS

Wolfgang Depner

Mr. Depner, 38, is currently pursuing his doctorate in interdisciplinary
studies at the University of British Columbia-Okanagan, Kelowna, B.C. His
research interests include international
politics, Canadian politics (federalism)
and comparative politics with a focus
on European, primarily German, affairs. He holds a bachelor of arts (geography/history) from the University of
British Columbia and a masters of arts
in journalism from the University of
Western Ontario. He was born in Sighisoara, Romania, which he left with his
family in 1976 for (West) Germany. He
came to Canada in 1988 and currently
lives in Summerland, B.C.

David Harris

A Canadian lawyer with 30 years experience in intelligence affairs, David
Harris served with CSIS in 1988-1990.
He left the service to found INSIGNIS
Strategic Research Inc. and to establish
its intelligence program, where he
works today. He has testified on numerous occasions before U.S. congressional and Canadian parliamentary
bodies dealing with security issues,
and has consulted with intelligence
organizations in Canada and abroad.
A frequent presence in national and
international media, Mr. Harris served
as counsel representing an official intervener organization at the Air India
Inquiry and the Iacobucci Internal
Inquiry, two federal commissions
reviewing Canadian national securityrelated matters.
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Greening the Right of Way: Increasing public safety
and air quality across Ontario

T

hank you to Diplomat magazine for
raising the important issue of tree
planting in Ontario. Urgently needed:
billions of trees, Lost Legacy, Winter 2011
issue).
Protecting our environment is a key
priority of the McGuinty Liberal government and, since being elected in 2003, we
have put in place strong environmental
legislation to make Ontario a greener and
healthier place to live.
As an environmental advocate and
Minister of Transportation, I am committed to finding and investing in sustainable
transportation alternatives that will reduce
our emissions and improve road safety
across Ontario.
As your article noted, the decline of
tree planting in Ontario began with the
NDP and Progressive Conservative governments from 1993 to 2003. In 2007, the
McGuinty Liberal government committed
to plant 50 million trees by 2020, the most
ambitious program of its kind in North
America. In partnership with Trees Ontario, the program is a part of the United
Nations Billion Tree Campaign.
At the ministry of transportation, I’m
pleased to announce that we are investing
more than $2.5 million over five years to
plant more than 1 million trees along our
busiest highways as part of the Greening
the Right of Way program.
The initiative will improve highway
appearance, reduce the effects of climate
change, improve air quality and increase
driver safety by reducing the hazard of
drifting snow. This spring (2011), approximately 200,000 trees were planted across
Southern Ontario from Ottawa in the east
to Chatham in the west.
Our most recent safety data shows
that Ontario has the safest roads in North
America. In order to maintain our safety
10

record, we have planted trees as a natural
snow barrier — including more than 5,300
Norway spruce along the Highway 402
corridor east of Sarnia to prevent instances
of drifting snow. [The focus of this planting was the north side of the road along
sections that received the most serious
snow load in winter 2010/11, which resulted in Highway 402 being closed from
Strathroy to Sarnia].
In addition, our Liberal government
has made major investments in clean energy and green infrastructure to keep our
environment green and sustainable for
generations to come.
Since 2003, we’ve invested $10.8 billion
in public transit, the largest investment in
a generation. We’ve committed over $1.9
billion in funding for transit to Ontario
municipalities and as a result ridership
has increased by nearly 100 million trips
— removing 83 million car trips from our
roads.
There is more work to be done. Our
government will continue to make the
environment and investments in green

technologies a priority. Again, I would
like to express my gratitude to Diplomat
magazine for your advocacy and bringing
awareness of these important environmental issues with your readers.
Kathleen Wynne
Ontario Minister of Transportation
2011 TREE PLANTING
Trees planted through the ministry of
transportation-Trees Ontario partnership during the spring 2011 planting
season:
Eastern Region: 85,019 trees
Central Region: 84,049 trees
Western Region: 15,381 trees
Ottawa-area plantings:
3,600 trees at Hunt Club Road & 416
10,000 trees at Bankfield Road & 416
2,600 trees at Dilworth Road & 416
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From the Middle East: On the death of Osama bin
Laden and on the Arab Spring
Political cartoons from Iran, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Qatar, Kuwait, Algeria, Jordan and London

Bin Laden's second-in-command, Ayman AlZawahiri, is next. 'Okaz (Saudi Arabia), May
4, 2011

"Osama Bin Laden" - A rotten tooth removed from the world's mouth. Al-Watan (Saudi
Arabia), May 3, 2011

Iran plays with rubik's cube of "sectarianism", Al-Watan (Saudi Arabia), April 20, 2011

Ahmadinejad says "no to suppression of peaceful protests" while stepping on the corpse of
"Tehran", Okaz (Saudi Arabia), March 18, 2011

diplomat and international canada

Saudi king rules with U.S. force. Fars (Iran),
April 10, 2011
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Ahmadinejad encourages "Freedom" in "Arab world" while holding
his own people prisoner. Al-Mustaqbal (Lebanon), March 2, 2011

"Saudi army" massacres Bahrainis holding signs reading: "Here I am,
Hussein", Fars (Iran), April 7, 2011

Iran's "espionage": Extending the hand of peace with a spy up its
sleeve. Al-Sharq (Qatar), April 4, 2011

Iran calls for peace while pouring gas on the flames of conflict. AlJazira (Saudi Arabia), April 1, 2011

"Sa'ud family and Gulf Cooperation Council" spill Bahrainis' blood, tell "Iran": "Don't
interfere". Fars (Iran), April 10, 2011

12

Al-Qadhafi's reign of death. Al-Jarida (Kuwait), February 23, 2011

"bin Laden's death" - coffin holding "Osama
bin Laden" bridges gap between Obama
and path to "a second term". Al-Shurouq
(Algeria), May 4, 2011
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Gadhafi plays as Libya burns. Al-Watan (Saudi Arabia),
February 24, 2011

"Iran" breaks pool balls of "Middle East" with bomb. Al-Sharq AlAwsat (London), April 6, 2011

Gadhafi – dictator of blood. Al-Dustour (Jordan), February 24, 2011

Obama emerges as hero after U.S. kills bin Laden."Obama Stallone,
star of the latest American action film, 'The night Bin Laden was
caught'". Al-Dustour (Jordan), May 3, 2011

The green book used by a mercenary shooting the Libyans. Al-Watan (Saudi Arabia),
February 22, 2011

Iran sticks its nose in Bahrain while condemning gulf states for interfering there. Al-Watan
(Saudi Arabia), March 22, 2011

diplomat and international canada
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Nuclear power: When morality melts down
By Paul Mckay

14

DREAMSTIME

“O

ne of the characteristics
of the nuclear industry is
st ri ngent reg ulat ion. In
2002, the Japanese regulator severely penalized its largest nuclear operator, Tokyo
Electric Power Company, for falsifying
certain documentation. All 17 of its reactors will shut down in 2003 for inspection,
while one unit will be removed from service for one year as a penalty.”
This obscure note in the 2002 annual
report of the Canadian-based uranium
exporter, Cameco Corporation, now has
chilling relevance in light of the Fukushima nuclear crisis still unfolding.
It is not only because the inept and
nearly insolvent nuclear utility, TEPCO,
has been a customer of Cameco for almost
four decades. Nor because the Fukushima
reactors were almost certainly burning
Saskatchewan uranium when the partial
meltdowns occurred.
Rather, the special significance is that
Cameco’s management received explicit
warnings in 2002 that TEPCO was falsifying key safety reports — then continued
to not only ship it uranium but to subsequently enlist TEPCO as Cameco’s partner
to co-develop a rich new Canadian uranium property.
It planned to be partners for decades
more. Mere days after the Fukushima accident, Cameco’s CEO assured TEPCO
it would impose no contract penalty for
short-term uranium supply reductions,
and stated that Cameco’s faith in a global
“nuclear renaissance” remained undiminished — even as its share price plunged.
Mr. Grandey (who retired in June) was
joined by other fission fundamentalists
in Ottawa, Washington, London, Paris,
Moscow, Delhi and Beijing, who cited
differences in their country’s reactor size,
design, age, manufacturer and models to
bolster public confidence. These claims
were made as the cores at three Fukushima reactors were still partially melting,
and as spent fuel assemblies were emitting
lethal beams of neutrons through gaping
holes caused by hydrogen explosions.
These assurances came six weeks before the first robots could enter the damaged reactors, before the main cooling
systems could be re-activated, before
regional Japanese farmers and fisherman
had their livelihoods shattered due to

escaping radioactive contaminants, and
before TEPCO conceded that it might take
a decade to bring all the reactors to cold
shutdown, entomb them in a concrete sarcophagus, and de-contaminate the devastated prefecture (the Japanese equivalent
of a municipality.)
These “it-can’t-happen-here” pronouncements by other nuclear-dependent
countries were not merely premature.
They occurred before the accident was
even over, and thus pre-empted the
elementary engineering and scientific
precepts that, logically, one must draw
lessons only after cold, sober study. More
importantly, the atomic apostles failed
to acknowledge the crucial similarities
among all power reactors world-wide, the
common bio-hazard posed by long-lived
reactor wastes and the proliferation peril
embedded in the proposed global nuclear
expansion plans they simply could not
pause to re-consider.
Cameco serves as a case in point. It
supplies uranium for CANDUs in Ontario
and New Brunswick, but also different
reactor models in Japan, China, South
Korea, France, the U.S. and a dozen other
countries. In the best of all possible outcomes, every reactor Cameco supplies
with uranium fuel over several decades
will never have a Fukushima accident.
Yet, the neutron furnace in each civilian reactor will create more than 200
deadly fission products, some of which
will remain lethal for hundreds of centuries. As Fukushima and Chernobyl
demonstrated, many of these radioactive
particles often mimic elements essential
to the human body (and other animals),
and bio-accumulate in the environment.

Over years and decades, they can silently,
invisibly execute seek-and-destroy attacks
on adjacent cells in bones, teeth, muscle
tissue and organs. Especially vulnerable
are women of child-bearing age (whose
life-stock of ova can incur genetic damage which can be transferred to future
generations) and children (who constantly
produce new cells susceptible to damage).
These are facts of physics and biology.
All reactors of all makes, models, sizes
and country of origin produce long-lived,
lethal wastes. They are so deadly that even
a one-percent escape rate could harm the
human gene pool.
Currently, these wastes are stored in
cooling pools such as those at Fukushima
or Ontario’s Pickering complex, or in
concrete canisters. But no country in the
world has yet developed a proven, safe,
publicly endorsed disposal method or
location. That is precisely why the Fukushima spent fuel was on site — because
Japan does not have any nuclear waste
disposal site. Nor does Canada, the U.S.,
Germany, France, India or China.
All these existing and pending nuclear
wastes will also contain plutonium which
is always created during the nuclear
fission process. Besides being a deadly
occupational hazard, and a particulary
insidious emitter of alpha radiation which
collects in lung and muscle tissue, it is a
potential atomic bomb ingredient.
Plutonium is essentially indestructible,
and has a half-life of 24,400 years. This
means it will take 240 centuries for plutonium’s mass (and the related public health
or proliferation risk) to reduce by half.
Currently, the world inventory of plutonium being stored at civilian nuclear
plants like Fukushima is about two million kilograms. A typical atomic weapon
requires 10 kilograms of plutonium. A
“dirty” weapon, which can be delivered
by a suicide bomber in a single-engine
Cessna or even on a bicycle, requires
about 20 kilograms of plutonium.
An additional 70,000 kilograms of plutonium is created each year by the world’s
non-military power reactors. These reactors collectively produce about 5 percent
of global energy demand. Doubling that
output to 10 percent would double the annual mass of lethal reactor wastes and create enough plutonium to produce 14,000
SUMMER 2011 | JUL-AUG-SEPT

DIATRIBE |DI PLOM AT I CA

plutonium bombs per year.
Canada currently exports some 7.3
million kilograms of uranium annually.
Obviously, a doubling of global uranium
demand will delight shareholders of companies such as Cameco, and those of its
partner, TEPCO. Rival companies such as
French-owned Areva are poised to open
new uranium mines in Nunavut and
Niger. Russia has reactors and uranium
it wants to sell. They are banking their
future on a vaunted “nuclear renaissance.”
These commercial imperatives and
pressures may explain why Cameco not
only ignored TEPCO’s past flagrant falsification of reactor safety reports, but
interpreted the related penalty TEPCO
received as proof of stringent regulation.
Cameco is also apparently unconcerned
about that fact that every ounce of its uranium inevitably is transmuted into deadly
spent fuel wastes, like those at Fukushima,
which will pose risks for centuries. Nor
about the proliferation perils embedded in
its exported uranium. Nor does this seem
to trouble its commercial rivals.
But these should be troubling issues
for Canada’s foreign affairs, trade and
consular corps and those of their counterparts in other world capitals. Many will be
deeply conflicted, because their governments have invested enormous amounts
of financial capital, and political prestige,
into fostering a “nuclear renaissance.”
But if the moral dimensions of this
trade are not acknowledged and accounted for, then it must be admitted that
ethics are being discounted to zero, that
more Fukushimas are likely, and that the
production of more latently lethal nuclear
wastes and plutonium will accelerate.
This dilemma has a parallel with Britain’s wrenching 19th-Century debate over
whether to abolish the slave trade. It essentially forced a choice between deeply
entrenched but immoral commercial conduct, and defending human beings whose
own worth had been discounted to zero.
Perhaps those who fought for abolition could not imagine a future society
worth cherishing, one which had ethics
embedded in its scriptures but not in its
enterprises. That historic lesson applies
again. But this time, it pertains to a form of
commerce without conscience which puts
at risk — essentially forever more — everything humans cherish most.
Paul McKay is an award-winning investigative reporter, and author of Atomic
Accomplice: How Canada Deals in Deadly Deceit. See www.paulmckay.com for details.
diplomat and international canada
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South Sudan celebrates independence, but old
conflicts threaten world's 196th nation

UN PHOTO

By Justin Laku

The new country of South Sudan faces formidable problems, including the fight for control of Abyei, pictured here.

O

n July 9, the Republic of South
Sudan celebrates its first day as
a national entity — the world’s
196th nation and Africa’s 51st. The celebration comes after decades of war and
ethnic conflict with the North. Parades
and prayers, speeches, a soccer game,
and party time after dark will mark the
day. It’s all scheduled for Juba, the new
national capital. On hand will be diplomats who have supported South Sudan’s
struggles in recent decades.
But the new country faces formidable
challenges. Fighting for control of Abyei,
a strategic town in disputed oil-rich territory, broke out in late May between
northern and southern Sudanese forces.
As well, there is tension among the citizens of the new southern republic over
whether power should rest in Juba or be
distributed across 10 states in a federation.
Voters expressed an overwhelming
wish for separation from Sudan itself in a
referendum in January. But in recent trips
to Juba, I witnessed weakness of institutions and of government, the evils of corruption, tribalism — too often the stand-in
for democracy and good governance
16

across Africa — nepotism, favouritism and
other forms of discrimination.
The new country has a (probably underestimated) population of about eight
million, but there has been no census for
many years in a country of civil war and
population upheaval. Those millions of
people are largely black, some Christian,
some following indigenous beliefs, and
have been dominated by a largely Arabic,
Muslim north — a recipe for decades of
strife.
Those holding the power in Khartoum,
the northern capital of the “old” Sudan,
engaged in war and genocide rather than
sharing power with those whose religious,
social, political and ethnic traditions were
different from their own. This conflict
pre-dates the regime of President Omar alBashir [eighth on our cover story featuring
the "Dirty Dozen"] who came to power in
1993, and was only partly diminished after the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement between the largely Muslim north
and the largely Christian south.
To avoid a repeat of this dreadful history in the new country, South Sudan
should have a federal system of govern-

ment rather than a concentration of power
in Juba. The federalism debate goes back
a long way. Even before Sudan gained
independence from Britain in 1956, a
conference in 1947 in Juba — attended by
local leaders and senior British officials —
advised a federal future. But the northerners suspected the southerners of desiring
separation, and the southerners suspected
the northerners of wishing to dominate
the south. As a result, the idea of a federal
system of governance went nowhere.
But the conference brought the Southern Sudanese together for the first time
into a political bloc. They started seeing
themselves as Southern Sudanese and not
as Dinka, Nuer, Zande and Bari.
Southern Sudanese remembered the
statement of Aggrey Jadein, a graduate of
the British colonial education system and
the colonial administration, who left Sudan in 1957 to organize anti-government
movements. He proclaimed: “The future
of Southern Sudanese people will be determined by the next generation to come,”
and his statement gave Southern Sudanese
a determination to fight for independence
right through to the 2011 referendum.
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But in the short run, Jadein’s statement
was followed by Sudan’s first civil war. It
ended with an agreement at Addis Ababa
in 1972, giving South Sudan regional
autonomy and promises of international
aid, as well as financial assistance from
Khartoum. But development — in forestry,
livestock, town and village planning,
health and education — did not take off.
Poor lines of communication in the South,
lack of money and the northern focus of
Sudan’s president, Jaafar Nimeiri, brought
most projects to a halt.
The tactical objective of Mr. Nimeiri
in signing the Addis Ababa agreement
was to have the Southern rebels surrender their arms. Then, within two or three
years, the North could tear up the agreement and continue with its agenda without a Southern military threat.
As a result, a second phase of civil
war started in mid-May 1983 and ended
with signing of the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement in Kenya in January 2005
between the Sudan People’s Liberation
Army/Movement (SPLA/M) in the South,
and the Khartoum regime in the North.
This peace was achieved partly by pressure from regional neighbours Kenya,
Uganda, Ethiopia and Eritrea in the Intergovernmental Authority on Development.
The peace was long overdue. A 23-year
war had taken more than two million
lives and displaced more than six million
people. And violence continues to spill
over into the country from conflict in
Uganda to the south and around Abyei in
the north.
Nation-building in such circumstances
hinges on whether the SPLA/M will
share its power and apply real federalism in partnership between Juba and the
10 wilayah (states or provinces) that
make up the new nation, an idea proposed long ago in Juba itself. For the last
six years of semi-autonomy, there has been
no such decentralization of power. The
central government in Juba is supposed to
formulate policies and the states are supposed to implement them, but this has not
happened.
Nor has there been any sharing of natural resources in a country where oil has
begun to edge out agriculture as the main
economic engine. The country’s president,
Salva Kiir Mayardit, most of the cabinet,
as well as deputy ministers, attorneys general, and senior police and military officers
are from the Dinka tribe, the country’s
largest.
The Dinka have suppressed other
Southern Sudanese tribes instead of shardiplomat and international canada

ing the power — just like Arabs from the
North did before 2005 — under the slogan
of “Dinka Born to Rule.”
The political scene is dominated by
the Sudan Peoples Liberation Movement
(SPLM), which emerged from Sudan
People’s Liberation Army, the main armed
revolutionary group. There are close to a
dozen other parties, including some from
other military factions.
Despite the military influence, there
has been progress, some of it with support from Canada. The Canadian Friends
of Sudan’s health care project equipped
13 clinics with medical supplies and
equipment. The Friends supplied medical textbooks for three libraries at Juba
University’s school of medicine, the Juba
Health Institute and the city’s teaching

BU T MU CH H A S T O
BE D ON E IN SOU T H
SU D A N IT SE LF. FIRST,

Canada are willing to help with schools
and hospitals.
The Friends of South Sudan have established partnerships between Canadian
and South Sudan legislators —
 politicians
such as MP Maurice Vellacott, retired MP
David Kilgour, Wani Konga, of South Sudan’s Central Equatoria State, and Manase
Lomole, the minister of education. Their
purpose is to demonstrate solidarity in
support of democracy and good governance in the new country.
But much has to be done in South Sudan itself. First, a democratic and truly
federal system of governance should
be adopted. Recruitment, training and
promotion within the army and security
agencies should reflect the country’s
regional balance and national characteristics. We need collaborative governance
and reconciliation. Without it, the 63 or
more tribal groups will almost certainly
rebel against the South Sudan government
because it’s not inclusive.

A D E MOCRAT IC A N D
TRU LY FE D E RA L SYST E M
OF G OVE RN A N CE
SH OU LD BE A D OP T E D .
R ECRU IT ME N T, T RA IN IN G
AN D P ROMOT ION WIT H IN
TH E A RMY A N D SE CU RIT Y
AGE N CIE S SH OU LD RE FLE CT
THE COU N T RY’S RE G ION A L
B ALA N CE A N D N AT ION A L
CH A RA CT E RIST ICS.
hospital. There are plans to supply medical equipment, especially for physiotherapy, and more medical textbooks.
The NGO’s “Schools for South Sudan”
project hopes to build schools across the
10 states of the new nation and to provide
teaching aid from Canada to support
them. State governors have promised
transportation, security and accommodations for teachers who come to help out.
Governors have also established a diaspora secretariat to connect with overseas
South Sudanese who wish to return, and
to encourage Canadians to invest in the
South.
Canada’s former ambassador to Sudan,
John Schram, has pointed out that the estimated 40,000 Sudanese diaspora across
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NATO is neither dead nor dying
The Cold War alliance manages a global reach

FEN O SLE R HAMPSON
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ord Ismay, NATO’s first secretarygeneral, once wryly observed that
the purpose of the North Atlantic
Treat y Organization (NATO) was to
“keep the Americans in, the Russians out,
and the Germans down.” That political
logic kept the alliance together during the
Cold War and through the many crises it
endured from its inception in 1949 until
the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1990.
In the second decade of the 21st Century, that logic seems increasingly remote
for an alliance that is 62 years old. Russia is not the military threat it once was.
Although Russia has flexed its muscles
on energy exports, and occasionally bullied its neighbours, it was powerless to
prevent NATO’s expansion, now 28-nations strong. U.S.-Russian relations, which
frayed under George W. Bush, returned
to a more even keel with Barack Obama’s
decision to scrap plans to deploy antimissile defenses in Poland and the Czech
Republic and push the “reset” button on
the relationship.
The European continent has been transformed from the hostile, military armed
camp it was during the Cold War. In 1989,
NATO and the Warsaw Pact had 4.5 million armed personnel deployed in the
region. That figure has now shrunk to half
that size and is falling as Europeans cut
back on defence spending.
The Americans are also much less “in”
Europe than they were during the Cold
War. U.S. forces in Europe have experienced a dramatic reduction from more
than 300,000 before the Berlin Wall came
down to 42,000 today. And that number
will shrink further to 37,000 by 2015.
Just before the turn of this century, Europe struck out on its own to define its security identity with its European Security
and Defence Policy. This policy initially

The ministers and heads of delegation in front of the Brandenburg Gate during NATO’s
April meeting in Berlin.

focused on military crisis management.
It was followed by the European Union’s
first-ever Security Strategy, adopted by the
European Council in late 2003.
Led by Germany, France and Poland,
Europeans now want to establish their
own civil and military planning headquarters, which will be independent of NATO.
The idea was first proposed in 2003 by
Germany, France, Belgium and Luxemburg, who were all deeply troubled by the
U.S. invasion of Iraq. It was rejected by the
United States, Poland, and NATO’s Eastern European members on the grounds
that NATO would be weakened by such
a competitor institution. Since then, however, Poland has come round to the idea
that Europe needs its own defence policy
and security planning headquarters.
Some commentators believe that NATO
has experienced a prolonged identity crisis of existential proportions. Its original
rationale as a collective defence pact has
eroded. This is reflected in NATO’s missions since the Cold War ended. In the
1990s, NATO became an “out-of-area”
enforcer when its forces were used to
promote security and stability in BosniaHerzegovina and Kosovo. NATO bombing raids against Serbian and Albanian
forces in Kosovo were especially controversial not least because they did not have
the blessing of the UN Security Council.
The mission was defended on grounds
that the war in Kosovo constituted an
“international humanitarian emergency.”
Similar arguments were invoked to justify

NATO air attacks against Libya under the
“no fly zone” resolution passed by the UN
Security Council.
The day after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks
on the United States, NATO for the first
and only time in its history invoked the
collective defence provisions of Article 5 of
its Charter. That decision laid the basis for
the NATO-led, ISAF (International Security Assistance Force) mission in Afghanistan. Notwithstanding the participation
of more than 40 countries in the mission,
many of which were not NATO members,
most of the heavy lifting has been done by
the United States. The only other NATO
members to make a significant combat
contribution to the mission have been
Britain, Canada and the Netherlands. The
Canadians and the Dutch have since withdrawn their combat troops and shifted
their efforts to training the Afghan police
and military.
In November 2010, NATO released
its much-awaited new strategic concept
under the moniker “NATO 3.0,” although
its more prosaic title was “Active Engagement, Modern Defence.” In spite of the
tech-friendly packaging, not much was
new to this pronouncement. The document committed the alliance “to prevent
crises, manage conflicts and stabilize postconflict situations, including by working
more closely with our international partners, most importantly the United Nations
and the European Union.” It also reiterated NATO’s long-standing commitment
to being an alliance of democratic nations
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and to maintaining its nuclear capabilities
“as long as there are nuclear weapons.The
Euro-Atlantic area faces few direct threats
although terrorism, cyber-attacks, and the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, especially if they fall into hands of
terrorists groups, pose a growing challenge. To meet these threats, NATO has
pledged to “maintain the ability to sustain
concurrent major joint operations and
several smaller operations for collective
defence and crisis response, including at
strategic distance.”
In addition to its continuing role in
Afghanistan, NATO's global reach may
surprise. NATO played a key role in airlifting African Union troops into the Darfur region of western Sudan and troops
from Uganda and Burundi into the Somali
capital of Mogadishu to support that
country’s transitional federal government.
Starting in 2008, NATO has established a
permanent naval presence off the Horn of
Africa in the Gulf of Aden to combat piracy. NATO warships also help enforce an
arms embargo against Eritrea, the result of
a UN Security Council resolution passed
in December 2009.
NATO is clearly not dead, though it
does face some major challenges. As the
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United States increasingly finds itself
cash-strapped by its mounting fiscal and
debt crisis, it will invariably be less able to
take the lead in maintaining global peace
and security. However, it is not at all clear
who is going to pick up the slack. NATO’s
European members confront similar fiscal
pressures. As a recent study by the Washington-based Center for Strategic and International Studies points out, “Tight fiscal
circumstances over the next five years will
require cuts in force levels, capabilities
and readiness, as well as deferred procurements, further eroding European military
capabilities already suffering from two decades of under-investment.” U.S. Defence
Secretary Robert Gates opined just before
a meeting of NATO leaders in November
2010, “My worry is that the more our allies
cut their capabilities, the more people will
look to the United States to cover whatever gaps are created.”
The other big problem is political.
NATO’s mission in Libya underscores the
deep-rooted tensions within the alliance
and the fact that some of its members
march to a different drummer. While
Britain, France, Canada and the United
States have used their air power to enforce
the no-fly zone, Germany, Turkey and

NATO’s Eastern European members expressed deep misgivings about the operation and have sat on the sidelines.
However, NATO has weathered major
political storms before. Recall the Suez
Crisis of 1956, which almost tore the alliance to pieces, when British, French and
Israeli forces secretly colluded to attack
Egypt following the nationalization of the
Suez Canal by Egypt’s President Colonel
Gamal Abdel Nasser. The American president at the time, Dwight D. Eisenhower,
felt duped and betrayed, and some NATO
members openly called for the expulsion
of Britain and France from the alliance.
When General de Gaulle took France
out of NATO’s integrated military command in 1966, it experienced another
major shock. (French President Nicolas
Sarkozy recently put France back into
NATO’s command structure.) NATO also
had to deal with recurring tensions on its
southern flank between Greece and Turkey during much of the Cold War.
All of which is to say, at 62, it’s déjà vu.
Fen Osler Hampson is Chancellor’s
Professor and director of The Norman
Paterson School of International Affairs
at Carleton University.
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The Visegrad Group: Europe's new military alliance
By George Friedman
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ith the Palestinians demonstrating and the International Monetary Fund in turmoil, it might
seem odd to focus on something called
the Visegrad Group. But this is not a frivolous choice. What the Visegrad Group has
decided to do will, I think, resonate for
years.
The region is Europe — more precisely,
the states that had been dominated by
the Soviet Union. The Visegrad Group,
or V4, consists of four countries — Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and
Hungary — and is named after two 14thCentury meetings held in Visegrad Castle,
in present-day Hungary, of leaders of the
medieval kingdoms of Poland, Hungary
and Bohemia.
The group was reconstituted in 1991
in post-Cold War Europe as the Visegrad
Three (at that time, Slovakia and the
Czech Republic were one). The goal was
to create a regional framework after the
fall of communism. In May, the group
took an interesting new turn when it announced the formation of a “battlegroup”
under the command of Poland. The battlegroup would be in place by 2016 as an independent force and would not be part of
NATO command. In addition, starting in
2013, the four countries would begin military exercises together under the auspices
of the NATO Response Force.
Since the fall of the Soviet Union, the
primary focus of all of the Visegrad nations had been membership in the European Union and NATO. Their evaluation
of their strategic position was threefold.
First, they felt that the Russian threat had
declined if not dissipated following the
fall of the Soviet Union. Second, they felt
that their economic future was with the
European Union. Third, they believed that
membership in NATO, with strong U.S.
involvement, would protect their strategic
interests. Of late, their analysis has clearly
been shifting.
First, Russia has changed dramatically
since the Yeltsin years. It has increased
its power in the former Soviet sphere of
influence substantially, and in 2008, it
carried out an effective campaign against
Georgia. Since then, it has also extended
its influence in other former Soviet states.

Chiefs of defence from the Visegrad Group — Poland, Slovakia, Czech Republic and Hungary —
meet regularly, as they did here, in Sopot, Poland.

The Visegrad members’ underlying fear
of Russia, built on powerful historical
recollection, has become more intense.
They are both the front line to the former
Soviet Union and the countries that have
the least confidence that the Cold War is
simply an old memory.
Second, the infatuation with Europe,
while not gone, has frayed. The ongoing
economic crisis, now focused again on
Greece, has raised two questions: whether
Europe as an entity is viable and whether
the reforms proposed to stabilize Europe
represent a solution for them or primarily
for the Germans. It is not, by any means,
that they have given up the desire to be
Europeans, nor that they have completely
lost faith in the European Union as an institution and an idea.
Nevertheless, it would be unreasonable
to expect that these countries would not
be uneasy about the direction that Europe
was taking. If one wants evidence, look
no further than the unease with which
Warsaw and Prague are deflecting questions about the eventual date of their entry
into the Eurozone. Both are the strongest

economies in Central Europe, and neither
is enthusiastic about the euro.
Finally, there are severe questions as
to whether NATO provides a genuine
umbrella of security to the region and its
members. The NATO Strategic Concept,
which was drawn up in November 2010,
generated substantial concern on two
scores.
First, there was the question of the
degree of American commitment to the
region, considering that the document
sought to expand the alliance’s role in
non-European theatres of operation. For
example, the Americans pledged a total of
one brigade to the defense of Poland in the
event of a conflict, far below what Poland
thought necessary to protect the North
European Plain.
Second, the general weakness of European militaries meant that, willingness
aside, the ability of the Europeans to
participate in defending the region was
questionable.
There is another consideration. Germany’s commitment to both NATO and
the EU has been fraying. The Germans
SUMMER 2011 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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and the French split on the Libya ques- concerns as the Visegrad countries — the
We are in a new era, as yet unnamed,
tion, with Germany finally conceding future course of Russian power, the cohe- and we are seeing the first breaks in the
politically but unwilling to send forces. siveness of Europe and the commitment of post-Cold War pattern. I have argued that
Libya might well be remembered less for the United States.
there is a divergent interest between the
the fate of Moammar Gadhafi than for the
[Of significance] is the willingness of
FinlandEuropean countries on the periphery of
fact that this was the first significant stra- Poland
to lead this military formation Russia and those farther west, particuNorway
tegic break between Germany and France and to take theSweden
lead in the grouping as larly Germany. For the countries on the
Baltic of these periphery, there is a perpetual sense of
in decades. German national strategy has a whole. Poland is the largest
Sea
been to remain closely aligned with France
in order to create European solidarity and
to avoid Franco-German tensions that had
North Sea
roiled Europe since 1871. This had been a
Estonia
centrepiece of German foreign policy, and
it was suspended, at least temporarily.
Latvia
The Germans obviously are struggling
Denmark
Ireland
to
shore up the European Union and questioning precisely how far they are preLithuania
pared to go in doing so. There are strong
Russia
political forces in Germany questioning
R u s s i a
United Kingdom
the value of the EU to Germany, and
Belarus
with every new wave of financialNeth.
crises
requiring German money, that sentiment
Poland
Germany
becomes stronger.
Belgium
In the meantime, German relations
Lux.
with Russia have become more important
to Germany. Apart from German depenUkraine
Czech Rep.
dence on Russian energy, Germany has
Slovakia
investment opportunities in Russia. The
France is becoming more
Moldova
relationship with Russia
Austria
attractive to Germany at the same time
Switzerland
Hungary
that the relationship to NATO and the EU
has become more problematic.
Slovenia
Romania
Croatia
For all of the Visegrad countries, any
sense of a growing German alienation
Bosnia
and
from Europe and
And.of a growing GermanBlack Sea
Herz.
Russian economic relationship generates
Serbia
Spainwarning bells. Before the Belarusian
Italy
Montenegro
Bulgaria
elections, there was hope in Poland that
pro-Western elements would defeat the
Macedonia
least reformed regime in the former Soviet
Turkey
Albania
Union.
This didn’t happen. Moreover, proGreece
Western elements have done nothing to
solidify Moldova or break the now proRussian government in Ukraine. UncerThe rising power of Russia, diminishing economic strength of the EU and the divisions in NATO
tainty about European institutions and
have prompted Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Hungary to refocus their 20-year-old
NATO, coupled with uncertainty about
Visegrad Group, formed post-Cold War, towards their own military defence.
North Cyprus
Germany’s attention, has caused a straMalta
tegic reconsideration — not to abandon countries by far and in the least advanta- insecurity, generated not only by Russian
Cyprus
NATO or the EU, of course, nor to con- geous geographical position. The Poles power compared to their own but also
by
Lebanon
front the Russians, but to prepare for all are trapped between the Germans and uncertainty as to whether the rest of EuMediterranean Sea
eventualities.
the Russians. Historically, when Germany rope would be prepared to defend Israel
them
Tunisia
It isAlgeria
in this context that the decision gets close to Russia, Poland tends to suffer. in the event of Russian actions. The V4
to form a Visegradian battlegroup must It is not at that extreme point yet, but the and the other countries south of them are
be viewed. Such an independent force, a Poles do understand the possibilities.
not as sanguine about Russian intentions
concept generated by the European Union
On July 1, the Poles assumed the EU as others farther away are. Perhaps they
as a European defence plan, has not gener- presidency in one of the union’s six-month should be, but geopolitical
realities drive
Egypt
Libya
ated much enthusiasm or been widely im- rotations. The Poles have made clear that consciousness and insecurity and distrust
plemented. The only truly robust example one of their main priorities will be Eu- defines this region.
of an effective battlegroup is the Nordic rope’s military power. Obviously, little can
I have also argued that an alliance
500 Battlegroup,
Miles
but then that is not surpris- happen in Europe in six months, but this only of the four northernmost countries
ing. The Nordic countries share the same clearly indicates where Poland’s focus is.
is insufficient. I used the concept “Interdiplomat and international canada
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marium,” which had first been raised after
the First World War by a Polish leader,
Joseph Pilsudski, who understood that
Germany and the Soviet Union would not
be permanently weak and that Poland and
the countries liberated from the Hapsburg
Empire would have to be able to defend
themselves and not have to rely on France
or Britain.
Pilsudski proposed an alliance stretching from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea
and encompassing the countries to the
west of the Carpathians — Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria. In
some formulations, this would include
Yugoslavia, Finland and the Baltics. The
point was that Poland had to have allies,
that no one could predict German and
Soviet strength and intentions, and that
the French and English were too far away
to help. The only help Poland could have
would be an alliance of geography —
countries with no choice.
It follows from this that the logical evolution here is the extension of the Visegrad
coalition. At the May 12 defence ministers’
meeting, there was discussion of inviting
Ukraine to join. Twenty or even 10 years
ago, that would have been a viable option.
Ukraine had room to maneuver. But the

very thing that makes the V4 battlegroup
necessary — Russian power — limits what
Ukraine can do. The Russians are prepared to give Ukraine substantial freedom
to manoeuvre, but that does not include a
military alliance with the Visegrad countries.
An alliance with Ukraine would provide significant strategic depth. It is
unlikely to happen. That means that the
alliance must stretch south, to include Romania and Bulgaria. The low-level tension
between Hungary and Romania over the
status of Hungarians in Romania makes
that difficult, but if the Hungarians can
live with the Slovaks, they can live with
the Romanians. Ultimately, the interesting
question is whether Turkey can be persuaded to participate in this, but that is a
question far removed from Turkish thinking now. History will have to evolve quite
a bit for this to take place. For now, the
question is Romania and Bulgaria.
But the decision of the V4 to even propose a battlegroup commanded by Poles is
one of those small events that I think will
be regarded as a significant turning point.
However we might try to trivialize it and
place it in a familiar context, it doesn’t fit.
It represents a new level of concern over

Seamlessly blending luxury, living and convenience.

an evolving reality — the power of Russia,
the weakness of Europe and the fragmentation of NATO. This is the last thing the
Visegrad countries wanted to do, but they
have now done the last thing they wanted
to do. That is what is significant.
Events in the Middle East and Europe’s
economy are significant and of immediate importance. However, sometimes it
is necessary to recognize things that are
not significant yet but will be in 10 years.
I believe this is one of those events. It is a
punctuation mark in European history.
George Friedman is CEO and founder of
STRATFOR, a geopolitical intelligence
and forecasting company headquartered in Austin, Texas. He is the author
of recently-published New York Times
bestsellers The Next Decade: Where We’ve
Been…and Where We’re Going and The
Next 100 Years: A Forecast for the 21st Century, which was printed in more than 20
languages.
Excerpts from Visegrad: A New European
Military Force are republished with permission of STRATFOR. http://www.
stratfor.com/weekly/20110516-visegradnew-european-military-force
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Turkish delights and other donations

E

very year since 1927, the Turkish
people have celebrated in April
what they call Children’s Day.
On April 23, 1920, the Grand National
Assembly of Turkey was established and
the following year April 23 was declared
a national holiday. Six years later, in addition to being the country’s national day,
it was named Children’s Day, an official
holiday marked by children’s festivals.
Children from other countries are invited
to Turkey and billeted in Turkish homes
for the celebration.
It’s an event Turks of all ages love and
this year, for the third year in a row, the
Turkish community of Ottawa decided to
mark it by holding a fundraiser to raise
money for children in their new community, so they donated proceeds of more
than $19,400 to the Children’s Hospital of
Eastern Ontario. While it was members
of the Turkish community of Ottawa who
organized the event, the Turkish embassy
was also involved. Indeed, Zeynep Akgunay, wife of Turkish Ambassador Rafet
Akgunay, was a member of the organizing
committee as were the spouses of a few
other Turkish diplomats.
“Since I’m not working (while in Canada), I thought it would be nice to get
involved,” the English professor said.
One of her principal roles was to help the
committee scout venues and settle on the
National Arts Centre. “Before, we had it
at a less-known place and I think finding
a place like the National Arts Centre was
important. And because it was for Children’s Day, we thought it would be nice to
have CHEO receive the money.”
The event included a silent auction followed by a dinner, fashion show and live
auction. The Turkish embassy provided
the wine for the cocktail hour and the din-

The Turkish Children’s Day gala took place in April at the National Arts Centre. From left:
Turkish Ambassador Rafet Akgunay, organizer Lale Eskicioglu, Ms Akgunay and guest, Nilgun Saatcioglu.

ner as well as the first course of the threecourse meal, a tasty traditional Turkish
dish made of pastry and known as börek.
She and her husband also donated a dinner for 18, which was auctioned off for the
handsome price of $2,100. Ms Akgunay
said the winning bidder was to cash in on
her prize at the end of last month.
Fashions were provided by TurkishCanadian Semiha Cantas, owner of Cantas
boutique on Sussex Drive, while a handful

of artists donated paintings to the silent
and live auctions.
Event chairwoman Lale Eskicioglu said
the embassy provided leadership for the
event.
“It was really the community that put
on the event but the ambassador’s wife
got us all together,” she said. Organizers
presented a giant cheque to CHEO officials at the hospital’s annual telethon last
month. D
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On rebuilding Japan through spirit and resolve
Kaoru
Ishikawa
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cent to steep
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with countless
villages and
municipal offices. We swallow with
radition. Innovation. These are difficulty the fact that these villages and
two very powerful words. One offices no longer exist. This has made it
refers to the actions and beliefs of extremely challenging to assess the damthe past that are upheld to the present age, and to receive and host rescue and asday. The other looks towards the future, sistance teams from our friends and allies.
a concept that thrives on new ideas and a
In addition to the numerous lives lost,
desire — for the most part — to make life and the many more who have no shelter,
better. Both tradition and innovation are the disaster also severely damaged a nudriven by a relentless “human spirit” and, clear power plant in the affected area. The
in my humble opinion, there is no better reactors at the Fukushima Dai-ichi plant,
place than Japan to witness such a strong which supplied a significant amount of
spirit of a people who have long strived energy for the region and the country,
for harmonious balance between the two were shut down automatically after the
seemingly contrasting principles.
earthquake, but the emergency generaBy the time this article is published, tors used to cool the heat of the fuel were
several months will have passed since a no match for the 20-metre-high waves of
powerful earthquake and tsunami struck
off the coast of northeastern Japan. Today,
my country faces unprecedented challenges as it recovers from the disaster
and rebuilds. Prime Minister Naoto Kan
referred to the situation as the biggest
crisis Japan has faced since the end of the
Second World War. Indeed, the spirit and
resolve of the Japanese people — which
fuelled the incredible post-war economic
growth of the country — is once again put
to the test.
The earthquake and tsunami have
shown us the incredible power of Mother
Nature, and the need to strike a balance
between nature and mankind. Now, more
than ever before, Japan must rely on its
tradition of hard work and dedication
and access the innovation of its people to
move forward.
LAST NAME:

T

the ensuing tsunami. The Japanese government, with the assistance of nuclear
energy experts from within and outside of
Japan, is making progress to ensure a safe
and secure shutdown of the plant.
The government of Canada has been
tremendously supportive as Japan deals
with the various aspects of recovery. Displaced residents of the affected regions
are kept warm with Canadian thermal
blankets, and workers at the nuclear
plant are now equipped with dosimeters
and portable radiation survey meters.
On April 1, 2011, Canadian Ambassador
Jonathan Fried visited the affected region
and showed his unwavering support and
encouragement for my country. Furthermore, countless Canadians have donated
millions of dollars, through the Canadian
Red Cross as well as various fundraising
events across the country, to assist the disaster relief efforts. This kind of support,
displayed by countries throughout the
world, has continued to bolster our efforts
to recover and rebuild.
The Japanese government has established a framework for reconstruction
plans based on three key principles: first,
to create a regional society that is highly

U.S. NAVY PHOTO/MC1 MATTHEW BRADLEY

FIRST NAME:

The Great East Japan Earthquake

On March 11, 2011, Japan was struck by
a 9.0 magnitude earthquake, the highest
ever observed in my country. A tectonic
plate shift 500 kilometres long and 200
kilometres wide led to powerful and
24

A fishing boat sits bizarrely on its side, swept ashore during the massive tsunami that struck this
Japanese fishing port. The town was devastated by the 9.0-magnitude earthquake that triggered the tsunami.

SUMMER 2011 | JUL-AUG-SEPT

DIPLOMATIC AGENDA |DI PLOM AT I CA

resistant to natural disasters; second,
to establish a social system that allows
people to live in harmony with the global
environment; and third, to build a compassionate society that cares about people,
in particular, the vulnerable.
Almost immediately following the earthquake and tsunami, emergency restoration
measures were enacted to restore critical
transportation arteries throughout the affected region. According to the Japanese
ministry of economy, trade, and industry
(METI), major expressways have been
restored, the Shinkansen (bullet train)
route has resumed operations, and quays
of all major ports in the Pacific Coast have
been re-opened. Another significant development was the immediate and rapid
reconstruction efforts of the Sendai Airport, which was engulfed by the tsunami.
On April 13, 2011, the airport welcomed
its first commercial flight landing on its
runway since the disaster. Incidentally,
near the same runway, a local resident
used debris from the disaster to write
“arigato” (thank you) in large capital letters to express his gratitude to departing
foreign military personnel who provided
assistance in the region. These were very
moving and symbolic occurrences indeed.
This being said, there is a lot of work
left to be done. If estimates such as the one
provided by Standard & Poor’s are true,
the total reconstruction costs could range
anywhere from US$245 billion to US$612
billion. While it is still too difficult to fully
assess the total costs of the destruction,
we understand the significant role the
Japanese government must play in the
reconstruction efforts. To this end, the government recently approved $48.8 billion
for the first phase of the supplementary
plan, focusing on restoration work, such
as clearing the rubble, repairing roads
and ports, restoring farmland, and building temporary housing for the displaced
survivors.
As Prime Minister Kan pointed out,
however, it is not enough to simply restore
things to the way they were before. The
threat of future earthquakes and tsunamis
must be considered into the redesign and
reconstruction of the affected region. To
address this perspective, the government
has appointed a reconstruction council,
led by Dr. Makoto Iokibe, president of the
National Defense Academy of Japan and,
incidentally, a survivor of a devastating
earthquake that hit the Kobe region in
1995.
diplomat and international canada
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Rebuilding the affected areas

Ambassador Ishiwaka writes that Canada showed its support when Prime Minister Stephen
Harper went to the embassy to sign the book of condolence. The Canadian government donated blankets and equipment, while Canadians donated millions of dollars.

Throughout the reconstruction process, the government will be relying on
invaluable partners throughout the world.
Following a visit to the affected region,
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and
Japanese Foreign Minister Takeaki Matsumoto announced the establishment of
a public-private partnership as part of the
reconstruction efforts. While specific details of this plan have yet to be announced,
this partnership will undoubtedly encourage cooperation between Japanese and
American businesses, think-tanks and
NGOs under the broad leadership of the
Japanese government.
According to The Globe and Mail, many
Canadian companies have also taken the
initiative to assist with the reconstruction
efforts. Several key forestry companies
— mostly lumber producers from British
Columbia — have joined forces to focus
initially on building temporary shelters,
and then participate fully in the rebuilding
efforts. This is most encouraging, particularly because it is well-known in Japan
that Canadian lumber is high-quality and
earthquake-resistant.
Realizing the lessons learned and collaborating with our international partners,
I am fully confident that the reconstruction efforts will build stronger and safer
communities for generations to come.

Future of Japan energy use

The crisis at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant immediately following
the earthquake and tsunami once again
reminded Japan and the international
community of the harsh and unfortunate
reality that Japan lacks significant sources
of fossil energy. In 2011, prior to the disaster, nuclear power supplied upwards of
30 percent of total energy production in
Japan.
Our government — and presumably
the global community-at-large — will
need to examine the lessons learned from
this situation and advance toward more
robust nuclear safety. During his visit to
Japan on March 31, 2011, French President
Nicolas Sarkozy acknowledged a need for
further discussion on this matter during a
bilateral meeting with Prime Minister Kan.
Furthermore, the government has
acknowledged a need to re-assess the
current energy policy and to move in the
direction of promoting natural and renewable energy including wind, solar, and
biomass energy. Another critical aspect of
Japan’s energy supply is conservation, in
which Japan is considered a global leader.
This type of energy policy will not only
be better for the environment, but with
the power of innovation, it will also fuel
growth in the “green economy.”
25
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An SH-60B helicopter flies over the city of Sendai to deliver more than 680 kilograms of food to survivors of the earthquake and tsunami. The
citizens of Ebina City, Japan, donated the food.

Continuing Japan’s economic recovery

The international community and members of the foreign media were most surprised with the reaction of the Japanese
people following the earthquake: true
calmness. The country’s recovery relies on
the resilient and strong spirit of the Japanese people, 120 million strong, who are
dedicated to their task at hand without a
sense of panic or sensationalism.
While the earthquake has certainly
affected economic activity in Japan, all
major industries were quick to respond
to any disruption in supply and production. Companies that had damaged supply factories are using other factories to
meet demand. According to METI, most
automobile manufacturers have resumed
production, while some others are accelerating their production schedule and
restoration plans.
Of the total manufacturing industry,
more than 60 percent have finished restoration, and less than 30 percent will finish
restoration within one to three months.
In addition, 80 percent of the processing
industry and more than 60 percent of the
materials industry have secured alternative supplies of raw materials, components, and parts.
In addition, the Japanese government
has partnered with local authorities to
establish a support framework to help
26

small- to medium-sized businesses severely affected by the earthquake or nuclear power plant situation. Consisting of
interest-free loans and a new credit guarantee program, this support framework
will help bring peace of mind to business
owners and their stakeholders through
this difficult period.
As we move forward and rebuild, Japan
must continue to focus on its overall economic recovery. Many readers will know
the term “lost decade” used to describe
the economic downturn that Japan faced
during the 1990s. Driving this downward
trend was the fact that heavy and bulk industries lost their competitive edge. However, this period also saw the creation of
many new industries which grew rapidly.
Most notably, mobile telecommunications
grew 60 percent per year; the development
of liquid crystal display, 35 percent; fibreoptics, 20 percent; personal computers, 18
percent, and the list goes on.
When we look even closer at individual
companies, we are able to see innovation
in action during this lost decade. For example, Japan observed a resurrection of
light industry companies such as textilemakers who transformed themselves to
become high-tech companies. This sense
of innovation and adaptability will push
Japan towards positive economic growth.
The “lost decade,” however, has had

no impact on the incredible economic
partnership between Japan and Canada.
Today, more than 735 Japanese-based
companies are investing in Canada.
Japanese automakers produce more than
740,000 cars yearly which in turn has created more than 65,000 jobs. In fact, the total export value of these vehicles amounts
to more than $12 billion annually.
This invaluable partnership can be witnessed on many different levels. On Jan.
27, 2011, a Japanese-built unmanned cargo
spacecraft successfully docked with the
International Space Station with the assistance of the Canadian-build CANADARM
2 in space. This event truly symbolizes the
potential of our economic and technological partnership.
In February of this year, both Japan
and Canada agreed to launch a joint study
on an economic partnership agreement.
The two parties have had two meetings
and more are expected to discuss the
intricacies of such an agreement. Japan
and Canada will also launch the first subcabinet-level dialogue on political, peace,
and security cooperation in August. Both
initiatives will be invaluable pillars in mobilizing our bilateral relations to the next
phase of collaboration.
As ambassador, I am pleased to see our
country advance with Canada on these
fronts, promoting free trade in accordance
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with the World Trade Organization and
establishing a prime example of two free
market and open economies and societies
working hand-in-hand. My humble belief
is that this is made possible by the fact that
both countries have a long history of participatory democracy, freedom of speech
and expression and legal predictability;
the latter which I believe is a crucial element for the success of our multi-faceted
relationship.
Remembrance

Throughout its history, Japan has faced
many challenges. Some were called insurmountable. Others were destined to seal
our fate as a nation. In the end, we rose
to the challenge and the Japanese spirit
fought back. Today, amid the scenes of
destruction and devastation, I know in my
heart that the people of my country will
move forward, recover from this hardship, and rebuild once again to become
the vibrant economic and cultural centre
of Asia. This is part of who we are. This is
our tradition.
However, as we rebuild, we must never
forget the lives lost and most vulnerable
generations affected by this tragic disaster.
For the children who have lost their homes
— and in many cases, those who have lost
their parents — it is my personal appeal
for our government and all of our friends
and neighbours to offer them support so
that they become contributing members of
our global society. Perhaps it will be these
children who will grow up and contribute
to Japan’s innovative efforts to tackle the
challenges that lie ahead.
Furthermore, we must never forget our
friends who came to us during this time of
need. The words, thoughts, and prayers
of all Canadians have created hope and
strength to the people of Japan. The generosity of those who gave through the Canadian Red Cross will help the survivors and
victims begin a new life. And the support
and assistance offered by Canada — symbolized by the words of encouragement
offered by Gov. Gen. David Johnston and
Prime Minister Stephen Harper in signing
our condolence book at the Japanese Embassy — will strengthen the close friendship shared between our two countries.
Perhaps it comes as no surprise that Japan: Tradition. Innovation. is the title of this
year’s major exhibition held at the Canadian Museum of Civilization in Gatineau,
Quebec. It runs until Oct. 10 and I invite
all readers to visit and see for yourself the
wonders of the past, present, and future as
Japan begins a new chapter in its history. D
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Meet Alice:

One of Elmwood’s Inspiring Girls
“Alice has excelled at Elmwood—
in her studies, as an athlete and
as a role model. Once a quiet
girl, she’s grown into a confident
young woman who inspires her
classmates. With the skills she’s
learned here, she is ready to take
on the world. ”
-Ms. Derbyshire, Grade 11 Teacher

T

here is one thing that every single girl at Elmwood School has: potential.
We see it in the classroom, on the field, in the halls and all around us. We
believe that every girl comes to us with untapped potential, and it is our job to
help her discover it.

Elmwood School Highlights:
• IB Programme at all levels ensures ease of mobility for diplomatic families
• Outstanding graduate achievement and university placement
• Supportive atmosphere eases transition to new school and city
• Inspiring, dedicated faculty
• Diverse, globally aware student body
• ESL instruction available from JK to Grade 12

For more information on the advantages of an
Elmwood education, please visit elmwood.ca.

Inspiring girls
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Austria and Canada: An expanding partnership
By Werner Brandstetter

M

any Canadians think of Austria
as a coveted tourist destination
and a country of rich cultural
heritage. At the same time, Austria is a
highly industrialized country with evergrowing importance in the field of hightech products. Like Canada, Austria’s
economy is heavily oriented towards
world markets and is export-driven.
Austria today is a hub for international
companies to do business in the European
Union and beyond.
Canada is Austria’s fifth-largest overseas market. The volume of bilateral trade
reaches close to $1 billion, with a slight
trade surplus currently in favour of Austria. After recent setbacks, the 2010 figures
again point to major gains. The growth
rates for Austrian exports to and imports
from Canada in 2010 lie well above the 20
percent mark.
Austria’s exports to Canada cover a
broad spectrum of industries. They range
from cars and car parts, products of the
aviation industry, sophisticated precision
instruments, environmental technology,
air control and air safety to consumer
products like Swarovski Crystals and
energy drinks such as Red Bull. (The Austrian company Frequentis, incidentally,
has its Canadian headquarters in Ottawa.)
Canadian exports to Austria comprise
airplanes, cars and car parts, aluminum,
chemical products and electronic appliances, as well as agricultural products,
such as, to give one example, lentils from
Saskatchewan.
Environmental and energy technology
is one of Austria’s priorities. The world
market for green technology with a volume
of US$1.9 trillion is already larger than the
market for mechanical engineering.
In Austria’s energy mix, the share of
renewable energies is currently at 23.4
percent.
Renewable energy is expected to be
28

one of the economic engines of the future.
More than 400 Austrian companies are
active in the field of environmental technologies and some of them have already
successfully found their place in the Canadian market. Fronius of Upper Austria has
grown to Europe’s market leader for solar
electronics and is running a subsidiary in
Mississauga, Ont. Binder GmbH, a Styrian
manufacturer of biomass boilers that takes
care of the Canadian operations out of Abbotsford, B.C., has successfully installed its
high-end boilers in Yellowknife. And the
Upper Austrian company, Scheuch, based
in London, Ont., provides the necessary
filter devices to keep Canada’s air clean.
Austria now also leads the world in
the number of energy-efficient buildings
per capita. In order to promote Austrian
passive house technology, the country will

Austria leads the world in the number of
energy-efficient buildings, such as this alpine
passive house (above). Below, Fronius’ Sattledt
headquarters; the solar panel roof supplies 90
percent of the facility’s energy needs.

participate at this year’s Greenbuild EXPO
in Toronto in October, with an Austrian
Pavilion showcasing its companies and
highlighting its No. 1 position in passive
house technology and related products.

We are also focusing on the important
sector of telecommunications and software.
The Austrian ICT-sector is responsible
for 25 percent of all economic growth and
30 percent to 40 percent of GDP growth. It
employs more than 15,000 people.
One example is Frequentis, which has
been a successful global player for years
and is providing telecommunications
technology, out of its Ottawa subsidiary, to
the Canadian security forces.
The Austrian commercial section is
currently working on a study that aims
at assessing the status quo of the Canadian ICT-market and at identifying the
vast opportunities this sector has to offer.
The study will be presented in October
in major Austrian cities to more than 100
companies and industry experts.
It speaks to the sophistication of Austrian technology that some of the most
important infrastructure projects of recent
years in Canada have been undertaken
— or are being undertaken — by Austrian companies in co-operation with
Canadian partners. A famous example
is the Peak-to-Peak Gondola in Whistler,
B.C., the work of the Austrian company
Doppelmayr. Another is the 10-kilometrewide-diameter tunnel underneath the
City of Niagara Falls, which is designed to
transport river water to the power station
and is a project of the Austrian construction company STRABAG.
Other big names in the bilateral economic relationship are Magna, the biggest
car parts producer in the world, founded
by Austrian immigrant Frank Stronach.
Magna maintains its European headquarters near Vienna. Bombardier produces
its Skidoo engines in Vienna, as well as its
tram cars.
The Austrian Embassy’s optimistic outlook for our bilateral economic ties finds
additional support in the economic and
trade agreement between the European
Union and Canada, which is supposed
to be finalized early next year. It will be
ambitious, well-balanced and in the interest of both countries. It will prove to the
world that the principle of free trade is
alive and well.
Werner Brandstetter is Austria’s ambassador to Canada. Reach him at ottawaob@bmeia.gv.at or contact the Austrian
Commercial Section in Toronto at 416967-3348.
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Ukraine connects with Canada – past and present
By Ihor Ostash

U

kraine and Canada have had a
history of bilateral relations since
Ukraine gained its independence
in 1991. And long before that, there was
the huge immigration from Ukraine to
Canada, which started 120 years ago
and led to the deep family and historic
ties we have today, with more than one
million people of Ukrainian origin living
in Canada.
Canada was the first Western country
to recognize independent Ukraine on
Dec. 2, 1991. Since that time, relations
between the two countries have actively
developed, and reached a high point last
October when Prime Minister Stephen
Harper visited our country.
In recent years as well, Ukraine and
Canada have made a real breakthrough
in economic ties. A good example was
the start of negotiations on a free-trade
agreement, which was announced when
Canada’s trade minister visited Ukraine in
September 2009. Since that time, we have
had several rounds of talks and hope to
successfully complete this process in the
near future.
Ukrainian statistics record an overall
trade between Ukraine and Canada in
2010 of
�����������������������������������
$373.2
�������������������������������
million�����������������
in Canadian dollars. The value of exports from Ukraine to
Canada was $174.4 million and imports
from Canada were worth $198.7 million. A
couple of years before the world economic
crisis, the value of this trade almost doubled each year, and we are now gradually
returning to this growth rate.
Last year, the top Ukrainian exports to
Canada were anthracite, fertilizers such
as urea, calcium and ammonium nitrate,
ferro-alloys, iron and steel (in the form of
tubes, pipes, bars and rods), skis, clothing, chemicals (especially paints), wood,
tile and other ceramic products, vodka
and beer, turbo jet engines and propellers.
Canada exported aircraft, frozen fish and
diplomat and international canada

seafood, medicinal products, agricultural
and drilling machinery and parts, ethyl
alcohol, meat, heat exchange units and
chipboard.
Ukraine has 46 million consumers
(the largest market in Eastern Europe),
a highly competitive, well-educated
workforce located at the crossroads of
East-West and North-South trade routes.
The country has been a member of the
World Trade Organization since May 2008.
Ukraine has a major ferrous metal
industry, producing cast iron, steel and
a wide range of metalware, including
pipes. As of 2007, Ukraine was the world’s
eighth largest steel producer. Chemicals
and petrochemicals are another key industry, producing coke, mineral fertilizers,
acids and soda. Manufactured goods
include metallurgical equipment, diesel

Lastivchyne Hnizdo, which looks like a medieval castle, is a tourist attraction which was
actually built in the early 1900s. Meanwhile,
agricultural products, such as sunflowers, are a
driving force in Ukraine’s economy.

locomotives, tractors and automobiles.
The country possesses a massive high-tech
industrial base, including electronics, an
arms industry and a space program, and is
a major producer of grain, sugar, meat and

milk products.
After a substantial decline during the
world economic crisis, Ukraine’s GDP
grew in 2010 by
�������������������������
����������������������
4.2 percent and industrial output increased by 11 percent. This
growth continues in 2011 — GDP in the
first quarter of 2011 grew by more than
5 percent. Industrial output increased in
January-February by 10.5 percent, compared to the same period of 2010, and
exports grew by 46.8 percent. Forecasts are
for GDP to grow in 2011 by 4.5 percent, industrial output by 6.5 percent, agricultural
production by 2.9 percent and exports by
16.3 percent.
Foreign investors in Ukraine enjoy the
same protections for investments and
other business activities as domestic investors — there is no nationalization on the
horizon. A foreign investor who pulls out
has the right to recoup his investment and
profits either in-kind or in the currency of
the original investment. The government
also guarantees ������������������������
foreign investors ������
an ���
unimpeded and prompt remittance abroad
of their profits and other sums in foreign
currency obtained legally as a result of
foreign investments.
In order to facilitate relationships of
foreign investors with state bodies and
local authorities, the State Agency of
Ukraine for Investments and National
Projects Management has been established
and you can also find useful information on the website of the State Agency
of Ukraine for Investment and Development (see http://www.in.gov.ua/index.
php?lang=en). In addition, there is a database of investment projects in Ukraine
sorted by regions on the website of the
Ministry of Economic Development and
Trade (http://www.me.gov.ua/control/en/publish/category/main?cat_
id=50857).
In recent years, Canada and Ukraine
renewed the practice of holding bilateral
business forums. Let me invite everyone
interested to participate in the next one,
to take place in Ivano-Fraknivsk Oblast,
at the beginning of September. I also invite everyone to visit Ukraine as a tourist
and to have a look at its marvellous and
diverse natural world and its ancient architecture.
Ihor Ostash is ambassador of Ukraine to
Canada. Reach him at emb_ca@ukremb.
ca or 613-230-2961 ext. 100.
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The remarkable career of diplomat
Margaret Huber

Margaret Huber, Canada’s chief of
protocol, comes to the demanding
job in the 38th year of her career
with Foreign Affairs. That career
has included head-of-mission
positions in the Czech Republic,
Pakistan, Jordan, Iraq and Oman,
consul-general positions in
Milan and Osaka and postings
to Washington, New York and
Brussels.
Diplomat talked to Ms Huber just
a few weeks before she was to lead
her first Northern Tour, an annual
trek Foreign Affairs organizes for a
rotating number of diplomats and which,
this year, took place during the summer solstice. She said she was delighted to be able
to show Canada’s North to her diplomatic
corps colleagues and, in turn, present to
people in the North — not only premiers
and ministers but First Nations people and
new immigrants — the extent of international interest and support for them as they
develop the north. This year, in addition to
the “black flies, mosquitoes and what-towear” logistics briefing, Foreign Affairs held
a series of policy briefings on the north, and
opened it to all diplomats, not just those
joining this year’s tour.

DYANNE WILSON

Diplomat magazine: What led you to a
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career in the foreign service?
MH: About halfway through university,
I knew I wanted to gravitate towards an
international career. I took a year off after
completing my undergraduate degree at
McGill before doing my master’s and I
worked for a trading company in Tokyo
and that’s when I decided I wanted to join
the foreign service. At that time, the foreign service had three branches: political,
trade and immigration. I was fortunate
that I received offers from both political
and trade.
After my experience in working for
a trade company, trade seemed very
interesting to me. My early assignments
were all related to trade and trade policy.
I think foreign affairs, then, and today, is
a wonderful career for someone who is

very interested in international developments and experiences, living abroad,
and someone who’s willing to make the
trade-off, which is that, for long periods of
time, you are living out of the country, far
from your family and friends. That’s a lot
easier than it used to be, thanks to Blackberry and Skype and an increased ease for
international travel, despite the security
precautions we all have to take.
DM: You’ve had some interesting post-

ings, particularly as ambassador. Can you
talk a little bit about your time as ambassador to Iraq?
MH: One of the happier days with my experience in Iraq was when my Blackberry
started to work there. It used to be cold
turkey for eight to 10 days at a time when
I was traveling in Iraq. [When I was ambassador to Iraq], I was actually based in
Oman because I had dual-accreditation
but then, happily, and still now, Blackberry works in Iraq. That, I must confess,
for an addict like myself, is terrific because it also means that when you come
back from a business trip, you’re not facing hundreds of emails.
Iraq was certainly a fascinating assignment. I think that having an opportunity
to present credentials wearing body armour on the way there — that was interesting. I was delighted that over the three
years I was accredited to Iraq, security
improved dramatically. When I was first
going there, it would be on military flights
into Bagdad and then you’d take helicopters from the airport in and out of the city,
throwing your luggage onto the helicopter
with the wheels going. There’s a certain
adrenaline there but it’s also a sign of
improvements, much cherished improvements, that Bagdad Airport is now operating like an international airport with
flights in and out all the time.
DM: Are you optimistic about Iraq’s fu-

ture?
MH: In the long term, I must say I’m very
optimistic about the future of Iraq. It’s
a country with a remarkable, long, rich
past and as a student of history [both of
her degrees are in history], I’m thinking
SUMMER 2011 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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another country with a remarkable past,
not only as a centre of the Moguls but
also Alexander the Great. In the museums
in both Afghanistan and Pakistan, there
are artifacts from the Hellenic Kingdoms,
which is quite amazing.
DM: So it has lots of history but does it

have a future?
MH: We all have a future. It’s how we
make the future that is a work in progress. Certainly the Afghans I had the pleasure of meeting give me hope that their
country has a much brighter future.

ROGER LABONTE

DM: In addition to Jordan and Iraq,

Chief of Protocol Margaret Huber with
Prime Minister Stephen Harper. Ms Huber
is looking forward to working with her
department’s two new ministers — Foreign
Affairs Minister John Baird and Trade Minister Ed Fast.

millennia. But it’s also a country which is
one of the cradles of civilization. In more
recent years, it was also known for being
an education centre; its universities were
renowned. The Iraqi people have enormous talent and resolve to overcome the
issues that they have faced and, to a certain extent, still do face. But they’re also
very fortunate because they also have oil.
They have resources — both geological
and human — to overcome the challenges
and fully rebuild the country.
DM: What about Afghanistan?
MH: Afghanistan is such an interesting

country. I had an opportunity to first visit
there when I was doing our liaison with
the Asian Development Bank many years
ago. I also visited Afghanistan when I
was high commissioner in Pakistan. It’s
an enormously beautiful country and
diplomat and international canada

you’ve been posted to Washington, New
York, Manila, Brussels, Osaka, Milan,
Czech Republic, Pakistan and Jordan.
That’s an amazing career. Which of those
postings was the most memorable, and
why?
MH: A few of those were training postings. My time in Washington, working
with matters related to the World Bank,
and then in New York working at UNDP
(United Nations Development Program)
— that was really in preparation for my
time in Manila, doing our liaison with
the Asian Development Bank. But yes,
I’ve been blessed with great variety in
my assignments and it’s certainly one of
the aspects of the foreign service life that
is, I think, the most seductive. It’s the
degree of variety, of opportunity to learn
so much, whether it was the opportunity
to spend two years in intensive Japanese
language training, or the opportunity to
learn more about the then-burgeoning
European Union. When I was in Brussels (1985-1988), it was the EC-nine and
now look at them, and it’s still a work in
progress.
DM: Which posting was the most memo-

rable?
MH: That is a really difficult question. I
think it’s like asking which of your children you love the most or which of your
good friends. Each is so different. Each
has special delights. I think for those of
us who have the opportunity to live and
work abroad, whether in the foreign
service or in international organizations,
it really puts an onus on us to find out
what, in this place where we’re privileged to be sitting for whatever number
of years, is special or unique. What can I
learn or bring to the table? What do they
not know about Canada, about the many
trade, investment, partnership possibilities? Each place is truly unique and in

each place, you kind of reinvent yourself
and how you can facilitate that learning
and dialogue.
DM: What was your most memorable

meeting and who was there?
MH: Again a tough choice. When I was
ambassador to the Czech Republic, one
highlight was getting tips on teamwork
from Wayne Gretzky, in Prague, for Canada’s bid to the International Olympic
Committee for the honour of hosting the
Winter Olympics in Vancouver. The Great
One, who was there as one of a very large
delegation, demonstrated outstanding
modesty, grace, and charm — and we
won on the second ballot by two votes.

DM: When you first entered the foreign

service in 1973, was it a male-dominated
workplace?
MH: I think that social mores do change.
I think that now is a great time for young
women — and men — of talent to be
seeking opportunities in Canada’s foreign
service or in other international fields of
endeavour. We’re so fortunate that there
is such respect for diversity.
DM: But what was it like then, as a

woman?
MH: You know, I believe strongly that
as long as you find ways to connect to
people, to be of service in carrying out
your responsibilities, you will always
find opportunity.
DM: If such a thing even exists, what is

a typical day in the life of the chief of
protocol?
MH: There is no typical day. That’s one of
the great things about the job and why
I feel very fortunate and lucky to be in
this position at this time, working with
such a wonderful group of experienced
colleagues. The challenges and opportunities that get thrown our way are many
in terms of high-level visits, both coming
and going, in terms of running the physical operations we have responsibility
for, whether it’s 7 Rideau Gate [the guest
house for visiting heads of state adjacent
to the Governor General’s residence] or a
hangar at the airport for high-level visitors or dealing with an amazing diplomatic corps.
On the diplomatic side, we have more
than 8,000 diplomats and their families
across Canada whom we interact with and
have responsibility for. This includes not
only those who are here in Ottawa, and
there’s a growing number of resident am31
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bassadors, but also nearly 500 consulates
and other offices across Canada. There’s a
large group of international civil servants
at the International Civil Aviation Authority, so matters may come up demanding
your attention on any of the above. Our
website shows how diverse is the span
of our activities. As someone very new to
the position, I must say I feel fortunate to
be surrounded by colleagues with such
depth of experience. We also work closely
with colleagues in protocol at other levels
of government. I’ve been invited to speak
to an international group of protocol officers that will take place in Toronto in
late July. They’ve chosen Canada for their
gathering.

appropriate, get out of the way of an experienced and extremely talented team of
protocol experts, including specialists in
logistics, hospitality, diplomacy, security,
law, coordination and planning.
DM: What was the best piece of advice

you received before starting the job?
MH: That protocol is all about respect —
at every level.
DM: Can you offer some tips for those

just starting their careers in the foreign
service?
MH: Remember that we are all works
in progress, so keep learning, embrace
new knowledge, ideas and technology.
Respect differences, including differDM: Do you have any routines that make
ence with those with whom you may
for a constant in your life? A breakfast rit- not agree: You can learn from them. Stay
ual, or a workout regimen, for example?
grounded. Take inspiration and strength
MH: I like to be active and I maintain an
from your family, friends and colleagues.
active exercise program. I think it gives When you might otherwise be discourgreat stamina and it helps protect against aged, exhausted, disheartened, that’s
the temptations of too many diplomatic what keeps you going. [And finally], give
dinners and receptions.
to others. Whether donating money or
time, mentoring, or volunteering, stepDM: What are your goals as chief of proping up to the plate is truly rewarding.
tocol?
This
SW Col-Ad Diplomat.ai
9/1/10
3:29:16
PM is same advice I’m giving tomorrow
MH: To lead, support and then, where
to 150 graduating cadets and their par-

SOLVING LEGAL PROBLEMS
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

ents, attending the Royal Canadian Air
Cadet Squadron’s 48th annual ceremonial
review.
DM: Apart from all your interaction with

diplomats, you have other protocol duties. How much of your time is spent
dealing with the diplomatic corps and
would you describe the other parts of
your job?
MH: It’s hard to say, particularly because
I’ve been in the initial taking-up-of-thereins period but obviously the bulk of my
time is spent with people, either meeting them or making myself available.
Whether it’s meeting new ambassadors
who are arriving, consulting with them
on forthcoming high-level visits, whether
it’s having conversations at diplomatic
receptions when they like to take the
opportunity to raise matters. That is the
most important aspect of the job — the
interacting with foreign diplomats here
in Canada. But it’s also then acting as a
link for them with colleagues in foreign
affairs, and, as appropriate, in other
agencies in Canada, or with our missions
abroad.
DM: Is attending all national day recep-

REAL ESTATE
MUNICIPAL
BUSINESS
GENERAL LITIGATION
COMMERCIAL LITIGATION
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Web: www.solowaywright.com
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tions part of the job as you see it?
MH: I do feel it is important to attend,
even if only briefly, to honour the country
that is investing in a partnership with
Canada by having diplomatic representation here. But also, it’s an opportunity to
meet with other foreign diplomats with
whom there are ongoing discussions
about various matters of mutual interest.
DM: You’ve seen a lot of foreign ministers

come and go over your 38-year career.
Can you name the best one?
MH: I think it’s a very exciting time now,
with a new foreign minister [John Baird],
who I’d not previously met but who
made a point of meeting people from the
department the day he was appointed.
He has also made a point of asking for
recommendations on opportunities for
diplomatic engagement, and he very
much impresses with the vigour and
interest and energy he’s bringing to the
portfolio. The new trade minister [Ed
Fast] likewise is very instantly immersed
in his files and I’ve had an opportunity
as well to meet with him. I think we’re
entering a very exciting period and I’m
looking forward, enormously, to providing the level of support and service that

diplomat and international canada

we aspire to in the office of protocol for
them, and for other important clients,
such as His Excellency the governor general and for prime ministerial travel and
other priorities.
DM: Not getting a rotating seat on the

UN Security Council was a blow to
Canada. How do you see Canada’s place
in the world? Is it slipping?
MH: I think that not having a seat on the
Security Council was one door closed at
that time but it doesn’t take away from
the fact that Canada has been, continues
to be, and will maintain a very strong
presence internationally. One need only
look at our activities, not only in Afghanistan, but Libya, in organizations like the
G8, the G20. We have a unique role to
play and as someone who’s spent more of
her career outside the country than in,
I’m happy to report to you, most honestly, that Canada is very highly regarded
around the world, that we are respected.
Our engagement, not only in multilateral
organizations but also bilaterally, I believe reflects this. Of course, I believe
there’s more that we can, and doubtless
will, be doing. And I look forward to
playing my small role in all of this. D

33

DI SPATC H E S | GOVERNING

34

SUMMER 2011 | JUL-AUG-SEPT

GOVERNING |DI SPATCH E S

The Dirty Dozen
Worst Dictators

ASSOCIATED PRESS

As the Arab Spring evolves into an uncertain summer, political scientist
Wolfgang Depner ranks the world’s most menacing tyrants

n the minds of millions, the Arab Spring began on Dec. 17, 2010,
with a solitary act of desperate defiance when Tunisian street vendor Mohammed Bouazizi torched himself to protest the humiliating
harassment he had just experienced at the hands of corrupt government officials. By the time Mr. Bouazizi died of third-degree burns,
18 days later, he had become a legendary figure, whose singular example inspired an historic revolt in his home country, whose shockwaves then spread, thanks to social media, across the Arab region.
Yet it would be more than premature to declare the Arab Spring
a triumph over tyranny. Long-serving Arab potentates such as Tunisia’s Ben Alia and Egypt’s Hosni Mubarak might be gone, but others
are hanging on. The fragile flower of liberty that has broken ground
this spring is still unfurling itself before our very eyes and may yet
wilt in the toxic atmosphere of illiteracy, religious intolerance and economic
stagnation that has turned the Middle East into a fertile ground for despotism.
Even so, no one can deny the historic significance of this moment and this
list of the world’s current worst dictators has sought to acknowledge this. But
it has also tried to remind readers about regimes, which have ransomed human liberties for so long, their countless, untold crimes run the risk of being
taken for granted.

diplomat and international canada
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1.

2.

Kim Jong Il appeared frail during the
coming-out party for his youngest son and
designated successor, Kim Jung Un. As
one account notes, the 70-year-old despot
had to steady himself along the balcony
from which he observed the festivities
— but prospects for a stable Korean Pen-

Colonel Moammar Gadhafi, the nominal leader of Libya since his military coup of 1969,
currently controls little beyond his many self-aggrandizing titles. At this very moment,
Gadhafi, 69, is nothing more than the haunted, diminished master of a Tripolitanian domicile that lacks a roof to protect him against the very real prospect of a deliberate, albeit
legally questionable, air strike against his life. NATO forces have already aided sneakerwearing rebels controlling the Cyrenaica and may yet deliver the regime’s final death
knell. Yet it appears that nothing sharpens the mind of a tyrant more than the possibility of death from above. Gadhafi has turned his remaining military forces, domestic or
otherwise, into tools of terror that traverse the confusing battlefields of the Libyan civil
war under the cover of human shields, raping and killing civilians whom they suspect
of being rebels. Without expecting quarter, they will offer none themselves. But Gadhafi
may yet survive in exile. Many of Africa’s emerging generation of petty despots have
received his tutelage and Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez considers him a co-revolutionary.

NORTH KOREA’S KIM JONG IL

LIBYA’S MOAMMAR GADHAFI

US DEFENCE IMAGE

insula are even less steady. It’s true that
the region no longer teeters at the edge of
a cataclysmic war as it did last November
when North Korean forces shelled a South
Korean island just weeks after the Kims’
appearance. But tensions remain high. The
reasons behind this latest round of North
Korean bellicosity appear unclear. Kim
Jong Il might be trying to get the attention
of the United States, legitimize his successor, or both. Whatever the reason, Kim
Jong Il likely enjoys the attention, even if
his Chinese allies might sound exasperated. Yet they also realize the value of his
regime, for China fears the unification of
Korea. As long as he keeps North Korea
hermetic, as long as he pursues policies
that numb the minds and starve the bodies of millions, as long as he antagonizes
South Korea without pushing things too
far, Korean unification remains a distant
fantasy. This anti-unification policy, enforced with great bruality and cruelty,
is therefore arguably the Dear Leader’s
greatest crime.
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4.

Isolated abroad, Syrian president Bashar
al-Assad confronts a multitude of internal
enemies in ruling a state whose stagnating economy has long failed to satisfy the
aspirations of a youthful but disillusioned
society. The list of domestic opponents
confronting Assad, who succeeded his late
father, Hafez, in 2000 after older brother
and designated successor Basil had died
in a 1994 car accident, reads long. It includes Kurds, exiled opposition leaders,
disgruntled Ba’ath party members, radical
Islamists said to speak for Syria’s Sunni
majority of 70 percent, and potentially,
members of his own Alawite family clan.
Recent reports suggest younger brother,
Maher, has turned parts of the Syrian army
into his private militia. Yet this opposition
is as divided as it is diverse. Assad, 45,
can also count on the undying loyalty of
Syria’s ruthless security service, a legacy of
his father, whose troops killed thousands
during the 1982 storming of Hama, a rebellious stronghold. Whether Assad —whose
policies have vacillated between unsatisfying reforms and brutal repression — will
reproduce this part of the family biography remains to be seen. Do not bet against
it though, especially if the Arab Spring
continues to threaten his regime.

King Abdullah ascended to the Saudi
throne in 2005 with the reputation of being a reformer, at least relative to other
members of his extended family, including
his half-brother and designated successor
Crown Prince Sultan. Such hopes received
some validation as the 87-year-old monarch initiated several minor reforms that
relaxed, albeit slightly, his regime’s totalitarian enforcement of the medieval mores
and morals that govern Saudi society. But
these largely cosmetic changes happened
before the Arab Spring toppled dictators
throughout the region. Its events have certainly spooked King Abdullah to the point
that he has tried to buy off would-be revolutionaries by spending an additional $36
billion on public services and welfare, a
concession to the economics of the current
crisis in the Middle East. Saudi Arabia has
also directly intervened on the side of the
status quo by propping up King Abdullah’s fellow Sunni Monarch Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa of Bahrain. Some suggest
that Saudis might not have the same steely
courage as the Egyptians who occupied
Tahrir Square. Perhaps. But this suggestion also says something about the level of
fear in Saudi Arabia.

SYRIA’S BASHAR AL-ASSAD
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SAUDI ARABIA’S KING
ABDULLAH
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UN PHOTO

UN PHOTO

GOVERNING |DI SPATCH E S

5.

CHINA’S HU JINTAO

Hu Jintao is due to step down as China’s
leader in 2012. This timeline means he
eventually loses his eligibility for making future lists of this kind. Consider
Hu’s inclusion, therefore, a reminder of
the oppressive regime in which he has
been a major player since the early 1990s.
Whereas the global use of the death penalty declines, China continues to conduct
far more executions than any other nation, according to Amnesty International
estimates. Last year, alone, China executed
several thousand individuals, many of
them for non-lethal crimes and after trials that did not meet accepted standards
of jurisprudence. The harsh arbitrariness
of the Chinese state during the 61-yearold’s reign also appears in the treatment
of prominent regime critics such as writer
Liu Xiaobo and artist Ai Weiwei. They
are the public faces of countless others
whom the Chinese state has denied the
right to experience freedoms that citizens
in western countries take for granted. Yet
Hu will likely remain a welcome guest
in their capitals. He is, after all, the head
of the world’s most important emerging
economy.
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6.

RUSSIA’S VLADIMIR PUTIN

Events one decade after then-U.S. president George W. Bush approvingly gazed into the
eyes of his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin have revealed the soul of a cold, calculating individual who relishes grand public gestures as he runs roughshod over individual
liberties. And yes, we are talking about Putin, who dispensed with such charades, in
denuding the thin layer of democratic sensibilities that (once) covered the fossilized
remains of the former Soviet Union. Critical local journalists, foreign non-governmental
organizations and non-ethnic Russians from the former Soviet Republics, especially
if they practise the Muslim faith, have experienced an unprecedented erosion of their
personal liberties and safety during the Putin years. They, to be sure, are nominally a
memory of the past after Putin, 58, had ‘demoted’ himself to prime minister in vacating
the country’s top job for the ‘duly’ elected Dimtry Medvedev in 2008. But even Russians,
who know a thing or two about chess, see Medvedev for what he really is: a pawn.

7.

BELARUS’ ALJAKSANDR
LUKASHENKO

UN PHOTO

Observers of Europe’s Last Dictator
conceded that Belorussian President
Aljaksandr Lukashenko enjoys a certain
degree of popularity among segments of
his population. As genuine as this support might seem, Lukashenko continues
to insult the intelligence of his own people
and the international community by
claiming levels of electoral support in the
high 70s percentiles, as he did during the
2010 presidential election, deemed to be
irregular, if not rigged like other recent
elections. Yet deceptions of this kind rank
perhaps among the least deserving reasons for Lukashenko's inclusion on this
list. Critical reporters face the possibility
of house arrest, exile, or worse under the
56-year-old’s rule. A divided opposition,
meanwhile, confronts a Soviet-style security service aptly named KGB that rarely
refrains from using brutal force in quelling
opposition activities. Indeed, fears that the
deadly but suspicious April 2011 bombing
of the Minsk metro would lead to additional reprisals have proven to be true.
Western states neighbouring Lukashenko
continue to condemn him, and he continues to treat their threats of tougher sanctions with the sanguine cool of someone
who has divided them before, thanks to
his strongest trump card: Belarus’ status
as a transit country for the pipelines that
carry energy from Russia — hardly an enlightened state itself — to western Europe.
They are the ties that will continue to bind
Lukashenko’s regime in its current place
for the foreseeable future.
38
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8.

Sudanese president Omar Hassan Ahmad
al-Bashir owns several dubious distinctions in the domain of international law.
In 2008, he became the first sitting head
of state to be charged by the International
Criminal Court for his role in the conflict
that has killed hundreds of thousands in
Sudan’s western region of Darfur between
2003 and 2010. The charges against alBashir — who rose to power in 1989 as
leader of a bloodless military coup — include crimes against humanity, war crimes
and most seriously, genocide, another
historic first for a current head of state. Yet
al-Bashir, 67, has continued to travel freely,
despite an international arrest warrant.
His blatant disregard of criminal charges
speaks volumes about the enforcement capabilities of the ICC, particularly in Africa
where it enjoys next to no support. But
such are the privileges of a tyrant whose
militias can murder freely, with the full
knowledge that their master can always
count on a sheltering hand from Moscow
and, increasingly, Beijing, as resourcegreedy and scruple-less China continues
to invest heavily in sub-Saharan Africa.
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US NAVY PHOTO

SUDAN’S OMAR AL-BASHIR

9.

ZIMBABWE’S ROBERT MUGABE

One might expect that Robert Mugabe would be rather fearful of the revolutionary seed
that has spread from North Africa. Tunisia and Egypt, for all their respective faults, appear like oases of relative prosperity and sensible governance compared to Zimbabwe,
now experiencing its fourth decade of Mugabe’s policy-making. Once one of Africa’s
most prosperous countries, Zimbabwe under Mugabe has become the defining example of an economic basket-case. The fact that millions of his fellow citizens are willing to
endure countless hardships as migrant labourers in the countries that surround Zimbabwe speaks clearly about his statesmanship. Yet the 87-year-old ruler remains unfazed.
Zimbabwe, unlike its distant North African cousins, lacks a middle class that might
have the (relative) means to organize an effective opposition. The challenges of daily
survival leave little room for politics. Mugabe also continues to draw on his historical
role as one of the leading lights of the de-colonization movement, a role that allows him
to blame the West, as he currently does, while he collects signatures to protest sanctions.
Mugabe has also shown his insolence by travelling to Europe despite an EU travel ban.
His point of entry? The Papal State. The occasion? The recent beatification of John Paul
II. While the late Pontiff may never achieve universal sainthood thanks to his opposition of liberation theology in Latin America, few will ever question Mugabe’s status as
one of the worst sinners of recent memory.
39

DI SPATC H E S| GOVERNING

10.

RWANDA’S PAUL KAGAME

UN PHOTO

Paul Kagame’s presidency of Rwanda has earned him, until recently, praise from western nations, including Great Britain and Canada, which backed Rwanda’s successful
ascendancy to the Commonwealth. Perhaps they might have been desperate for a success story after the searing memories of the 1994 Rwandan Genocide and their failure to
stop the country’s Hutu majority from slaughtering some 800,000 Tutsis and moderate
Hutus. Yes, Kagame, 60, has sought to end the ethnic schism that continues to divide his
fellow Tutsis from the Hutu majority. He has also received high marks for reforming his
country’s economy. But Kagame’s philosophical commitment to liberalism does not go
beyond economics. He outlawed all major political parties except his own ruling Rwandan Patriotic Front to ensure re-election in 2010. Worse, several prominent Kagame critics met gruesome ends leading up to the rigged vote, drawing protests from the United
Nations. Kagame — who, according to The Economist, might be worse than Zimbabwe’s
Robert Mugabe — has also brought human misery to neighbourhing Democratic Republic of the Congo as Rwanda continues to exert influence there.
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12.

UN PHOTO

CHECHNYA'S RAMZAN
KADYROV

11.

DESPOTS OF CENTRAL ASIA (FORMER USSR )

The former Soviet republics of Central Asia constitute a distinct bloc of kleptocratic
despotism. Whereas the current elites of their former Russian masters go through the (increasingly implausible) pretense of building a modern, western-style state, the despotic
elites of this strategically important region at the crossroads between Europe, India and
China abandoned such efforts soon after the demise of the Soviet Union. Indeed, they
have embraced a political style that dates back to the Brezhnev era of regional despots.
However, they are more than up-to-date about recent developments in the Middle East
as they step up measures to protect their own regimes. That said, it was hard to pick
the worst of the worst. Pictured above, Emomalii Rahmon, president of Tajikistan since
1994, continues to suppress Islamist insurgents following a civil war that killed about
100,000 between 1994 and 1997. Islam Karimow, who frequently appears on lists of this
kind since taking charge of Uzbekistan in 1991, ordered his army to kill 500 protesters in
May 2005 in the city of Andijan. All of this makes the current president of Kazakhstan,
Nursultan Abishuly Nazarbayev, appear enlightened. At least, he had the decency of rigging an early election in April 2011 to create the thinnest sheen of legitimacy.

Ramzan Kadyrov, president of the autonomous Russian republic of Chechnya
since 2007, holds his current post by the
graces of his Russian masters, particularly Vladimir Putin. Yet it is obvious that
Moscow has blessed Kadyrov’s vassalage
with a great deal of latitude, something
this 34-year-old former pro-Russian militia
leader has relished. Reports have linked
Kadyrov — said to keep a lengthy Murder
List — to the death of several high-profile
enemies before and after assuming his
current post. This record is said to include
the execution-style killing of Russian journalist Anna Politkovskaya in 2006. Kadyrov, who has not shied away from crowing
about his accomplishments in rebuilding
war-torn Chechnya, particularly its capital
Grozny, has also initiated steps that have
strengthened the influence of radical Islam in the lives of Chechens. At the same
time, he has mused about the benefits of
polygamy. Kadyrov has certainly tried to
develop a human touch. Like so many dictators before, he has sought to ingratiate
himself through sports, hence his recent
hiring of washed-up star Netherlandsborn Ruud Gullit to coach the country’s
top soccer team.

AUTHOR'S NOTE

Hopefully this list will spark debate. In fact, such debate would remind readers that
billions of people around the world lack such a precious privilege. This list also aims to
inspire some introspection. What role do Western countries play in supporting regimes
hostile to human liberties? How can average citizens in Western democracies help fellow human beings who might have never experienced the dignity that comes with
freedom, yet yearn for it? Which aspects of the human condition produce the depravities
described above? What inspires some of us to reject them? The self-sacrificing actions
of Mohammed Bouazizi responded to some of these questions, but we owe him more
satisfactory answers.
Wolfgang Depner is currently pursuing his doctorate in interdisciplinary studies at
the University of British Columbia-Okanagan, in Kelowna, B.C.
diplomat and international canada
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The Arab uprising
The West must not misread the Muslim mindset
By David Kilgour

This protest in Saada, Yemen, was organized by the Houthis, a group of Shias who have fought government discrimination.

E

vents across the Middle East and
North Africa appear remarkably
similar in causation to what occurred in the 1970s in Latin America and
sub-Saharan Africa, and, after 1989, across
Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union. Many outsiders misread
the Arab mind and heart as anti-Western,
and consequently came to depend on outdated stereotypes, overlooking that it was
really about toppling tyrants.
Unemployment, rampant corruption,
brutality against dissidents, incompetence
— all played roles in each democratization
wave since the ’70s. What has been termed
the “Authoritarian International” has
now taken major blows among 340 mil42

lion Arabs, aided by Internet news, Facebook, Twitter and Al-Jazeera, the Arab
TV network. Apologists for Moammar
Gadhafi, for example, such as Mugabe
in Zimbabwe, Chavez in Venezuela and
China’s party-state media, all look merely
self-interested.

Tunisians have long had a reputation
for moderation, education and intellect. The third of the population on-line,
including two million with Facebook accounts, created a communications spike,
which emboldened aspirations for fuller
lives.

Tunisia

Egypt

The suicide of Mohammed Bouazizi, 26,
who was denied by police the right to sell
vegetables in the streets of his rural town,
sparked protests among Tunisians and
across North Africa. The 23 years of indifference by President Ben Ali towards most
Tunisians became the key factor in the collapse of his government.

Hosni Mubarak probably launched the
democratic revolution in Egypt when he
attempted to have his son, Gamal, nominated as his successor as president. The
protests in Tahrir Square were led by an
alliance of secular groups. The disciplined
efforts to maintain a non-violent opposition inspired the world. The army, gauging
SUMMER 2011 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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the depth of opposition support and its
longer-term interests, stayed loyal to citizens. Mr. Mubarak Sr. now faces murder
charges for the deaths of 846 protesters.
As Dennis Ignatius, Malaysia’s former
high commissioner to Canada, put it: “For
more than two weeks, Egyptians took to
the streets to demand freedom and an end
to decades of tyranny. They were shot at,
beaten, bullied and jailed, yet they kept
going, numbers swelling with each new
attempt to silence them or break their will.
They were seeking the same basic rights
that the West has always insisted are the
birthright of every human being.”
Bahrain

The American journalist, Tom Friedman,
offers an interesting perspective:
“While Facebook has gotten all the
face time in Egypt, Tunisia and Bahrain,
don’t forget Google Earth. On Nov. 27,
2006, on the eve of parliamentary elections in Bahrain, The Washington Post ran
this report from [an interview] there:
‘Mahmood… said he became even more
frustrated when he looked up Bahrain on
Google Earth and saw vast tracts of empty
land, while tens of thousands of mainly
poor Shiites were squashed together in
small, dense areas. ‘We are 17 people
crowded in one small house, like many
people in the southern district,’ he said.
‘And you see on Google how many palaces there are and how the al-Khalifas [the
Sunni ruling family] have the rest of the
country to themselves.’”
As the protests mounted, King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa shamefully opened fire
on pro-democracy protesters, with hundreds reported injured or killed. Under the
banner of the Gulf Cooperation Council,
Saudis moved troops into Bahrain, claiming it was to counter Iranian influence.
In reality, it was to put down democratic
aspirations in Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.
Street protests in Tunisia, Egypt and
Bahrain helped ignite the ones in Libya,
Algeria, Iran, Jordan, Morocco, Syria and
Yemen.
Libya

The UN-adopted doctrine of Responsibility-to-Protect (R2P), applicable when
regimes turn on their own citizens, is
being sorely tested in Libya now; it must
succeed.
We know that many more residents
of Benghazi, Misrata and other centres
would have been slaughtered — hunted
from door to door as “rats”, according to
Moammar Gadhafi — if NATO aircraft
diplomat and international canada

had not attacked his mostly hired-to-kill
mercenaries advancing on Benghazi. If
Mr. Gadhafi keeps power in Tripoli, he
will most probably seek to revert to his
“‘mad dog” role in the Lockerbie bombing
and other international terrorism of earlier
years. Ways must be found under Security
Council resolutions 1970 and 1973 to continue to protect Libyans and to increase
pressure on those around the colonel to
remove him.
Syria and Yemen

Presidents Ali Abdullah Saleh in Yemen’s
capital of Sana’a and Bashar al-Assad in
Syria’s Damascus appear to have learned
nothing from the Arab Spring except how
to wage unlimited war on fellow citizens.
Like Mr. Gadhafi with the International
Criminal Court and Mr. Mubarak with
Egypt’s courts, both should, once toppled,
face justice for the cold-blooded murder of
more than 1,200 civilians (as of May 26).
Canada should impose similar sanctions
on Mr. Saleh as already done to Mr. alAssad. [At press time, Mr. Saleh was recovering in Saudi Arabia from serious injuries
sustained in an assassination attempt.]
Democracy Rising

Freedom turns out to be what most Arabs want and are willing to fight for.
Too many Westerners presumed that the
best course was to work with the petrodictators. It is a potent reminder that all
peoples, regardless of culture or religious
background, want to be free to pursue
their own dreams and to determine how
they will be governed. It tells us that we
need to put our faith in the innate human
desire to escape tyranny.
Jeremy Kinsman, Canada’s former
head of mission to 15 countries or organizations and principal author of Diplomat’s
Handbook for Democracy Development Support, wrote about the Arab events: “There
is no single template for democracy. Each
trajectory is different, depending on traditions and states of readiness. To sustain
popular acceptance, democracy must
deliver other essential outcomes — transparency, fairness, justice and adequately
shared economic progress.’’
For the 22 members of the Arab League
— all with large Muslim majorities — a
major issue in terms of democratic governance will be how to apply the directive
in the Qur’an: ‘’commanding right and
forbidding wrong.”
When Indonesia, the largest Muslim
democracy, held parliamentary elections
in 2009, support for extremist parties

declined. Most voters seemed concerned
about good governance, jobs and economic growth. Overall, support for fundamentalist parties fell. Similarly, in
Malaysia’s 2008 elections, most voted for
parties that promised good governance.
Parties that had purely religious agendas
did poorly.
A final word

When Europeans rose against Communism in 1989, Westerners rushed to cheer
them on. When Burmese monks led protests against the country’s military rulers
in 2007, we insisted that the generals must
go. When Iran’s rulers launched a bloody
crackdown on peaceful demonstrators
following the massively rigged 2009 presidential election, we demanded that those
responsible be sanctioned.
There was no talk of transition. There
was no turning to despots to oversee the
move towards a democratic future. There
was no suggestion that somehow the
people pressing for change with their very
lives were not ready for better governance.
We understood that the transitions, after
years of tyranny, would be messy affairs.
We expected that mistakes would be
made. Democracy is, after all, everywhere
a work in constant progress. But we believed that liberty would prevail and that
democracy was an unstoppable force.
This is the breakthrough we’ve been
waiting for, a response to radical Islam
that we did not dare believe would come.
Democracy and freedom are mobilizing
Arab peoples virtually everywhere. The
West must not choose the safety of the status quo in the guise of “stability.”
We must not allow fear of radical Islam
to keep us from supporting nascent Arab
democracies. And neither should we buy
into despots’ self-serving sophistry that
the only way to contain radical Islam is
through dictatorship. There is a better
way — the way of freedom and democracy — and that is what peoples throughout the Arab world are choosing. They
must not be left to stand alone or wait in
vain for the support of free peoples everywhere.
Samuel Huntington’s notion of the
“clash of civilizations” contains many
flaws. One was failing to understand that
human dignity is essentially indivisible in
today’s world.
As Secretary of State for Africa-Latin
America (1997-2002) and Asia-Pacific
(2002-2003), David Kilgour visited a
number of the countries he discusses.
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A billion people still go hungry
Globe-trotting journalist Don Cayo explains why millions of impoverished people are doing better —
and why millions more are doing worse

UN PHOTO

A Congolese woman receives food at a refugee
camp in North Kivu, Democratic Republic of Congo.
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hen men and women feel compelled to bind their midsections tight, tight, tight to try
to fool their bellies into thinking they’re
full, there’s not much point in preaching
peace. Or democracy. Or living in respect
and harmony. Or the rights of women. Or
sending the kids, especially the girls, to
school. Or any of the many other highsounding ideals that energize the earnest
evangelists of the secular West.
For food is at the core of human existence. And it’s getting too expensive for
too many human beings — perhaps a billion in all — to get enough to eat.
So this essay doesn’t concern itself with
the shocking price of organic soy products
at Safeway or Loblaws. It’s about survival,
about living and dying on the margins of
life as we in the rich world know it.
The issue of hunger is a complex one,
and at its root are factors as many and varied as the peoples it afflicts.
You find it in the most obvious place —
in sub-Saharan Africa, the region that persistently lags in every measure of quality
of life, where the number of malnourished
adults and children exceeds 30 percent.
But you find it, too, where you might not
expect it — in the economic tiger nations
of Asia where millions and millions are
doing well, though millions and millions
more are not — at least not yet. China
and India, those two poster children for
the world’s fast-growing economies, have
populations so vast that, even though they
have a fairly small percentage of citizens
who remain profoundly poor, they are
nonetheless home to 40 percent of the
world’s seriously hungry people.
Similarly, the reasons people don’t
get enough to eat are as simple as oldfashioned crop failure, and as complex
as geopolitics and the vacillations of the
global economy.
In broad terms, hungry masses are
found in three sets of circumstances that
may have degrees of overlap.
Some people live in places where food
production has been disrupted by huge
natural or man-made calamities. Haiti,
hit by a massive earthquake that was the
latest and the biggest in a long string of
hardships, is one such place. Iraq and Afghanistan, each wracked by war, are two
more. As are Zimbabwe and North Korea,
both under the brutal thumb of corrupt
diplomat and international canada

autocrats who’ve spent decades ruining
their economies.
Some other people — and the line separating these from the first group may be
thin — live in countries that have totally
missed the wave of globalization. Thus
they’ve been left mired in poverty and
economic dysfunction, sinking farther
and farther behind everywhere else. Much
of sub-Saharan Africa, plus a handful of
countries in other parts of the world, are
in this trap.
Still other hungry people have missed
the boat closer to home. Their countries
are making progress — maybe, like China
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There are people in the world so hungry that
God cannot appear to them except in the form
of bread.
— Mahatma Gandhi

Chef Cat Cora founded Chefs for Humanity,
which works with the UN to provide nutrition education, hunger relief and emergency aid around the world. Shown here is
the organization’s field work in Nicaragua.

and India, they lead the world in poverty
alleviation and economic growth. But
these people are stuck among the millions
and millions of unfortunates, often ruraldwelling and almost always under-educated, whose lives have been untouched
by any hint of prosperity.
It may seem obvious that when people
are starving or seriously malnourished, no

matter the cause, the humane and helpful
response is for better-off countries to send
food. Yet food aid has costs for its beneficiaries as well as for the donors. When it
comes in such quantity that it disrupts the
ability of local farmers to make a living,
then the former may outweigh the latter.
Time was when rich countries slyly
regarded food aid as a high-sounding way
to get rid of gluts, and thus keep prices artificially high in their home markets. This
was never shown to be an effective way to
bolster farm incomes in rich countries and,
thankfully, the practice has waned.
But food brought in from the outside,
no matter what the motivation is for sending it, continues to make up a significant
portion of global food aid, and it invariably undercuts the price for farm products
grown in the receiving nations. Yet, as is
demonstrated by the work of Nobel Prizewinning economist Amartya Sen and
others, famines don’t come about because
the afflicted regions have run out of food,
but rather because the mechanisms to
distribute it have broken down. Ironically,
it’s farmers who often suffer the most.
When their own crops fail, they are left
with no income and thus no ability to buy
replacement food to feed their families until another harvest rolls around — or even
to buy the seeds that would give them a
promise of another harvest and a shot at
getting back on their feet.
So the best short-term response in
instances where food aid is warranted
is usually for donors to buy food locally
and distribute it as efficiently and fairly as
they can. This shortens the supply chain,
which makes the food aid both faster and
cheaper. And it strengthens local markets
that are giving hard-hit farm families a
much better chance to rebuild their livelihoods and their own and their communities’ self-sufficiency.
Finding an appropriate long-term response, however, is much more complex.
And the problem of hunger, chronic for
some and intermittent for others, is likely
to get worse before it gets better for at
least three reasons.
Global population continues to grow,
and, perversely, by far the greatest increase is in the poorest places — the very
countries that can’t properly feed the people they have now. You need not subscribe
to theories of global population over-running global resources to understand that,
no matter how much food technology can
produce, it will have to be distributed to
and shared by more people. This creates
more opportunities — seven billion by
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term — boost yields there. But the global
prognosis is, at best, uncertain and, at
worst, bleak.
The report’s author, David Lobell of
Stanford University, says climate change
to date has added about 6 percent to the
cost of these two staples. So it’s a small,
but significant, factor in the doubling of
corn prices and the 80 percent increase
in wheat prices between April 2010 and
April 2011.

Another worrisome trend is the increasing use of productive land for crops to
produce ethanol — a seven-fold increase
over a decade in the amount of corn
diverted in the U.S and Canada, plus
massive amounts of sugar cane in Brazil,
sorghum and cassava in Africa, and beets
and wheat in Europe.
Then there are energy-price-driven
hikes in what it costs to produce and distribute food.

UN PHOTO

this fall, and 10 billion by the end of the
century according to the latest population
growth estimates — for individual people
to fall into the cracks.
As well, global food prices are, and
likely will remain, linked closely to energy
prices. No credible analyst expects the cost
of oil and its alternatives to be stable for
the foreseeable future, but nor is there any
evidence the trend price over time will be
anything but up.
There is, of course, the prospect that
new technology will ease energy prices
and/or boost food production. Indeed,
in the 300 years since Thomas Malthus
famously stewed about whether the global
population of one billion in his day would
soon overwhelm the earth’s resources,
technology has wrought a long and
steady series of miracles. These have not
just saved the world from starvation, but
they’ve also created a hitherto unimagined
level of convenience and luxury for at
least a third of all seven billion of us who
are alive today.
So history gives the world much reason for optimism that we’ll see more of
the same. And present-day analysis gives
much reason why we urgently need it.
Marvelous as modern-day food-producing technology may be, it is not yet
sufficiently widespread to do the job. If it
were, we wouldn’t have a billion hungry
people today. Not only is this number
growing fast in the hardest-to-feed parts
of the world, some key tools and techniques now in use are starting to yield
ever-shrinking results.
This has been well understood for years
in such areas as the vast swaths of subSaharan Africa where, driven by climate
change and abetted by over-grazing and
poor water management, the desert is encroaching on the well-populated, agrarian
Sahel. Or in Haiti where, with its hillsides
denuded of once-rich forests as desperate
people cut every stick to sell or burn or
build with, the loss of topsoil washed out
to sea is measured in cubic kilometres per
year.
Now, a new study published in May
in the journal Science tracks a worrisome
loss of productivity in corn- and wheatgrowing areas in countries as diverse as
Russia, China and Mexico. It blames hotter temperatures and drier conditions over
three decades for shrinking average yields
by 5.5 percent for corn and 3.8 percent for
wheat. So far, the bread-basket regions of
Canada and the United States have not
been affected, and some scientists believe
climate change may — at least in the short

The World Food Program distributes food in Rafah, Gaza.
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Bags of food from the World Food Program drop from a plane. Some 3,000 Oriny villagers in Upper Nile State, Sudan, received 100 metric
tonnes of food including sorghum, lentils and salt, which were dropped in three rotations over two days.
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And there are huge takeovers of farm
land by foreign corporations taking place
in many countries where people are living on the edge. Investors from wealthy
foreign countries are buying or leasing
millions of hectares in land-rich places,
especially in sub-Saharan Africa, where
the people are dirt-poor. The huge farms
investors assemble may grow food — or
maybe grow just inedibles like flowers, tobacco or biofuels. But no matter what they
grow on such a huge commercial scale, it’s
for export. So it weakens local food security and it further constrains what the atrisk inhabitants can do to feed themselves
and their neighbours.
Ethiopia, just one of well over a dozen
sub-Saharan African countries to go this
route, has made nearly 1,000 such deals
with foreigners, mostly from Saudi Arabia
and other Middle Eastern countries. Lease
rates run as low as $1 per hectare per year.
The Ethiopian government echoes the argument heard throughout Africa that this
is “spare land” that wouldn’t otherwise be
in production, and that the new corporate
farms create jobs and generate wealth. But
some critics dispute this, and others point
48
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Nursery school children in a village northwest of Pyongyang, North Korea, receive rations of food.

An ethanol plant sits behind a corn field illustrating the increasingly worrying trend of using
prime cropland to produce fuel.
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FIGURE 5

Undernourishment in 2010, by region (millions)

Total = 925 million

Note: All figures are rounded.

Developed countries

19

Near East and North Africa

37

Latin America
and the Caribbean

53

Sub-Saharan Africa

239

Asia and the Pacific

578

Source: FAO.

matically boosted, there are hosts of reasons to question the wisdom of adopting
this model in the developing world.
For one thing, what would happen to
all the surplus labour that mechanization
would free up? While it is true that Asian
cities have been able to absorb great numbers of workers and make them productive, the Green Revolution’s productivity
increases have by no means produced
North American-scale results, and Asian
farms still provide a livelihood for many,
many millions. In Vietnam, for example,
67 percent of all employment is still on the
farm. In India, the number is 60 percent,

ISTOCK

out that industrialized agriculture is a
profligate user of water, a scarce and precious commodity for which the corporate
owners are not charged.
There are similar for-and-against arguments for almost every proposed solution to almost every big problem you can
name.
No one disputes the potential of new
methods and technology to dramatically
improve yields in places where modern
methods have not yet taken hold. Asia’s
Green Revolution of the 1970s is living
proof of this. And the immense improvements in farm efficiency have freed up
masses of workers who have collectively
evolved into the driving force behind the
region’s burgeoning Industrial Revolution.
The same kind of thing happened, at
least to an extent, in many other poorer
parts of the world, but not in sub-Saharan
Africa. So this region is ripe for big and
potentially positive developments. But
other dilemmas are brought to light by the
encroachment of corporate farming into
what has been, since time immemorial, the
domain of small-holders and/or complex
village collectives whose delicately balanced dynamics may be little understood
— and hugely disrupted — by outsiders.
While the Western example of largescale factory farms illustrates beyond
doubt how production levels can be dra-

Mechanized farms produce great amounts of food but require massive investment, a huge
problem in countries with little or no capital of their own.
diplomat and international canada

in China it’s 47 percent — and in Canada,
“the bread-basket of the world,” it’s 2
percent. Our workers cultivate an average
of 117 hectares; Bangladesh’s cultivate just
0.2 hectares.
Mechanized farms also require massive
investment — a huge problem in countries
with little or no capital of their own and
where the foreign dollars that are urgently
needed for all manner of priorities are
scarce or non-existent.
Western agriculture techniques involve
several other double-edged swords:
• Pesticide and fertilizer use, which can
provide dramatically higher yields and
protection against crop failure, can also
contaminate land and water, create health
hazards for workers and neighbours,
harm or kill wildlife and beneficial soil
microbes and lead to higher input costs.
• Irrigation, which can also hugely
increase yields, but can also drain water
tables, parch vast areas that aren’t irrigated and leach the nutrients from overcultivated land.
• The factory farm model of animal
husbandry, which brings with it not only
high yields, but also a potentially dangerous level of dependence on antibiotics in
disease-prone tropical climates as well as
the animal welfare issues that producers
and consumers in the West have never
fully grappled with.
• Genetically modified foods, which,
depending whom you talk to, are capable
of producing either miracles of enhanced
nutrition and/or productivity, or dangerous mutants that threaten the health
of both man and beast. In fact, neither
research nor common sense establishes
that either of these outcomes is inevitable
in any given instance, but both are well
within the realm of what's possible.
Not to mention the very real issue of
patented GM seeds, and the worrisome
possibility that smallholders will become
dependent on monopoly suppliers of the
seeds they need to survive.
Yet, no matter how many warning signs
there may be on the road to modernization of the agriculture sector, there are also
huge dangers in standing still. The status
quo is grim for the world’s billion hungry
people — and there’s a real prospect that
this huge number could grow.
The World Bank’s food price index increased by 15 percent in the quarter from
October last year to January this year. This
brought it to within 3 percent of the peak in
2008, and it drove a net increase of about 44
million people living in extreme poverty in
low- and middle-income countries.
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Note: Figures for 2009 and 2010 are estimated by FAO with input from
the United States Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service.
Full details of the methodology are provided in the technical background
notes (available at www.fao.org/publication/sofi/en/).
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According to the United Nations’
Food and Agriculture Organization, 22
countries — just over 10 percent of the
global total — are considered to be in a
protracted crisis. Among other things, this
means the quality of nutrition suffers as
well as the quantity, and this raises serious
health and developmental issues, especially for children.
Even in countries that don’t make the
FAO list, poverty and food inflation can
have far-reaching implications. It’s worth
remembering that Tunisia’s revolution —
the catalyst for a cascade of popular uprisings in many parts of North Africa and
the Middle East — started little over half a
year ago with the dramatic suicide of Mohammed Bouazizi, a 26-year-old man who
had been denied by corrupt and arrogant
officialdom the means to feed his family.
It’s a sad irony that ought not be forgotten: Rising food prices and poverty foment unrest and, when it gets out of hand,
unrest drives people from their homes. To
the extent this happens, the global problem will worsen. Refugees, pretty much
by definition, have little or no ability to
feed themselves. Currently, there are 42
million refugees worldwide, most of them
living as displaced people in countries as
poor, or nearly as poor, as the ones they
fled — places with little or no capacity to
feed the newcomers.
Yet, it would be wrong to end this essay with the impression that everything
is bleak.
The Green Revolution made a real
and positive mark in Asia and, to a lesser
extent, Latin America. And, even though
sub-Saharan Africa largely missed out on
it in the first go-round, it continues to hold
real promise. Countries such as Canada,
working through CIDA, have made some
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Not everything is bleak. The Green Revolution has made a real and positive mark in Asia and
even Sub-Saharan Africa and continues to hold promise thanks to donors such as Bill and
Melinda Gates, who aim to establish sustainable agriculture there.

notable contributions over the years, and
now the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has added huge heft — and capital
— to private initiatives to research and
establish sustainable agriculture practices.
I’ve seen first-hand examples of this.
In countries as diverse as Cambodia and
Colombia, farmers who’ve never tainted
their soil with chemicals — because they
couldn’t afford to — are now learning
how to leap-frog from 19th-Century technology into the 21st-Century world of
certified organic production. In equally
diverse Nicaragua and Kenya, I’ve looked
at surprisingly large-scale cooperative
marketing programs, funded by outsiders, that let tens and tens of thousands of
smallholders maintain their traditional
subsistence plots while developing new
high-value export crops that bring the first
significant cash income to their families
and their communities. In Malawi, I saw
how low-tech irrigation techniques can
boost yields without significantly depleting fresh water supplies or driving the

farmer into debt. Low-tillage techniques,
which lessen the workload and conserve
both the soil and its moisture, are becoming commonplace. Similar kinds of advances, many of them highly innovative
and some capable of being hugely scaled
up, are being tried in countless countries
and communities around the globe.
The point is that modern agriculture
can offer much that is not dependent on
mechanization, chemicals and/or genetic
manipulation. Our species’ track record is
good. Since Malthus’s day, and even before, we’ve always managed to ultimately
keep ahead of the curve.
With a billion people now hungry and
millions more at risk, the world is at one
of those junctures where we’ve slipped a
bit behind. The question isn’t whether we
can catch up, but rather whether we have
the will to do it quickly.
Don Cayo is a columnist for The Vancouver Sun. Email dcayo@vancouversun.com
to reach him.
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A COUNTRY-BY-COUNTRY GUIDE TO HUNGER
The list below covers crises related to lack of food availability, widespread lack of access to food, or severe but localized problems.
However, many countries are also severely affected by high food and fuel prices. These include countries which are large net importers of cereals and fuels, with generally low per-capita incomes, relatively high levels of malnutrition, and for which there is a strong
transmission of high international food prices.
COUNTR I ES R EQ UI R IN G E XT E R N A L A S S IS TA N CE FOR FOOD
AFRICA
Exceptional shortfall in aggregate food production/supplies
Zimbabwe

An estimated 1.68 million persons in rural and urban areas require food assistance despite overall improved
food security conditions.

Widespread lack of access
Eritrea

High level of food insecurity persists due to economic constraints and internal displacement of population.

Liberia

Slow recovery from war-related damage. Inadequate social services and infrastructure, as well as poor
market access. Massive influx of refugees from Côte d’Ivoire: More than 35,000 people have fled to Nimba,
Grand Gedeh and Maryland counties, and taken refuge in 32 villages along the border.

Niger

Lingering effects of the 2009/10 food crisis which resulted in depletion of household assets, including loss of
animals and high levels of indebtedness.

Sierra Leone

Slow recovery from war-related damage. Depreciation of currency led to higher inflation rates negatively
impacting households’ purchasing power and food security conditions.

Somalia

About 2.4 million people are in need of food assistance due to the ongoing civil conflict and the severe
drought during the 2010/11 secondary wet season.

Severe localized food insecurity
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Benin

Severe flooding affected 680,000 people causing damage to housing, infrastructure, crops and livestock.

Burundi

Poor crop production in the north and north-east and high food prices exacerbate current food insecurity.

Central African Republic

Civil insecurity restricts access to agricultural land, while volatile prices hamper food access.

Chad

Large numbers of refugees located in southern and eastern regions — approximately 270,000 Sudanese and
82,000 from Central African Republic. Lingering effects of drought that led to livestock deaths and other
damages in 2009/10, notably in west-central areas of the country.

Congo

Influx of more than 100,000 refugees, mostly from DRC, increased pressure on limited food resources.

Côte d’Ivoire

Conflict-related damage. Agriculture seriously damaged in recent years due to the lack of support services
mainly in the northern regions. The current post-election crisis has forced more than 41,000 people to leave
the country and seek refuge mostly in eastern Liberia. Another 40,000 people have been internally displaced
in the western part of the country mostly in Duékoué, as of early February 2011.

DRC (Congo)

Civil strife, internally displaced persons, returnees and high food prices.

Ethiopia

Despite a good 2010 wet season harvest, the estimated number of people requiring food assistance has
recently increased from 2.3 to 2.8 million due to the poor rains from October to December in southern and
south-eastern areas affecting pastoral and agro-pastoral households.

Guinea

Access to food is negatively affected by high food prices and general inflation.

Kenya

An estimated 2.4 million people are food insecure, mainly in pastoralist and agro-pastoralist areas in the
north-western, south-eastern and coastal lowlands due to drier-than-normal weather conditions during the
2010/11 short-rains season.

Madagascar

Food insecurity persists in southern regions, due to poor crop production in 2010, tightening market supplies
and increasing prices. Localized flooding and the passing of cyclone Bingiza in February have also damaged
infrastructure and some crops. Nationally, an estimated 2.25 million people suffer from severe food insecurity.
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Malawi

Severe crop losses recorded in southern districts, but food security conditions have improved due to a good
winter harvest and the distribution of food aid. The number of people estimated to be food insecure was
reduced to 508,088 down from one million.

Mozambique

Localized flooding in central and southern provinces result in some crop damage in 2011. About 335,000
persons in need of assistance during peak lean season, down from the initial assessment findings, as a result
of production-shortfalls in 2010.

Sudan

About 6 million people in need of food assistance, due to a combination of factors, including civil strife
(Darfur), insecurity and returnees (southern Sudan) and high food prices.

Uganda

The country is generally food secure following the good production of 2010 first and second seasons.
However, about 815,000 people are still moderately food insecure, mainly in Karamoja region.

ASIA
Exceptional shortfall in aggregate food production/supplies
Iraq

Severe civil insecurity.

Widespread lack of access
North Korea

Economic constraints and lack of agricultural inputs leading to inadequate food production and aggravated
food insecurity. Severe winter conditions are expected to reduce wheat harvest.

Mongolia

Lingering effects of the extreme cold Dzud last winter resulted in death of nearly six million heads of livestock out of a total of 44 million and adversely affected livelihoods of some 500,000 people.

Severe localized food insecurity
Afghanistan

Conflict, insecurity and high food prices. Moderately food insecure areas are in the centre and north-east.

Kyrgyzstan

Effects of social unrest, recent ethnic conflicts, internally displaced persons.

Pakistan

Lingering effects of severe flooding last year, which affected some 18 million people causing damage to
housing, infrastructure and crops.

Yemen

Effects of unrest and recent conflict, internally displaced persons (about 300,000 people still in camps) and
refugees (about 170,000 people).

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
Severe localized food insecurity
Haiti

More than three million people will need food assistance. The majority of food-insecure households are
mostly in poor and extremely poor areas affected by the cholera epidemic and Hurricane Tomas. Sociopolitical situation uncertain and food prices high.

COUNT RIE S WIT H UNFAVO URABL E PRO SPECT S F O R C U R R E N T C R O P S
Kenya

Delayed and insufficient rains in the 2010/11 secondary season affecting crops and pasture conditions.

Lesotho

Heavy rains and flooding caused damage to crops, 30 to 60 percent losses reported in worst-affected areas.

Madagascar

Delayed seasonal rains, followed by localized flooding, in northern and eastern regions.

Somalia

Delayed and insufficient rains during the 2010/11 short rainy season (October-December) season severely
affecting crop production and grazing resources.

Tanzania

Delayed and insufficient rains during the 2010/11 short rainy season (October-December) affecting crop
production in bimodal rainfall areas.

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
Argentina and Uruguay

Maize and sorghum crops have been affected by delayed planting and dry weather linked to the La Nina
phenomenon.

Credit: Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN
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Assessing Canada's vulnerability
By David B. Harris
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UPSTATENYER

I

n war and peace, the support and
confidence of allies can be decisive for
a country’s survival and prosperity.
Canada’s profound reliance on its trade,
defence and other ties to the United States
means that Canadians have a crucial interest in keeping borders and diplomatic,
military and intelligence channels open
with its neighbour. This access depends
on preserving Canada’s reputation as a
credible security partner in the terrorism
and intelligence struggles that threaten
the U.S. survival interest.
Canada’s task will not be easy. Several
U.S. government departments, to say
nothing of the American Congress itself,
are preoccupied by expanding domestic
vulnerabilities, and are assessing threatdevelopments at home and beyond their
borders — including in Canada.
It is now 10 years since the terrorists
struck the U.S. Well before 9/11, I testified
before a Congressional sub-committee
that was concerned about the Canadian
Security Intelligence Service’s 1998 public
warning that Canada was possibly exceeded only by the United States in the
number of terrorist organizations on its
soil. If American officials were uneasy
then, one can only imagine their discomfort with today’s growing Canadian security problems.
Recall, for example, how it was Canadian-based Sikh extremists who caused the
world’s biggest pre-9/11 aviation-terror
disaster, the 1985 Air India Flight 182
bombing. So much for lessons learned:
Thanks to Canada’s relatively relaxed
security and its immense, almost unscreenable, immigration numbers, India’s security officials now privately regard Canada
— not India — as a font of international
Sikh extremism.
This is a tiny part of the deteriorating
security position that the American embassy in Ottawa will note as it takes stock
of Canada in the wake of the Conservative
Party’s election victory.
U.S. observers will see that much trouble comes from politicians’ unprincipled
attempts to ingratiate themselves with
large ethnocultural and religious commu-

nities created by enormous immigration
influxes. In the recent election, Liberal
Party Leader Michael Ignatieff met a Sikh
editor who once celebrated Indian Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi’s assassination
and the beating of a moderate Canadian
Sikh politician. The Conservatives ran as
a candidate a Canadian Tamil who had
hosted a video documentary incorporating an apparent homage to Tamil Tigers
terrorist “martyrs.” Meanwhile, a Muslim
Canadian author insists that Islamic radicals penetrated the New Democratic Party,
now the country’s Official Opposition.
In 2010, Richard Fadden, director of
CSIS, warned of illicit foreign-influence
operations in Canada. One or two provincial cabinets might contain ministers under
such influence, he said; certain municipal
governments and bureaucracies face
similar penetration. Mr. Fadden signalled
that China was a major problem in such
regards.

Influence operations are significant
threats to national sovereignty and democratic systems because they have the
potential covertly to hijack policy and
political decision-making. Yet, Mr. Fadden’s 5 July 2010 parliamentary committee
appearance elicited little interest on MPs’
part in putting the compelling question:
Are elements of Canada’s politico-bureaucratic system penetrated? In a study in
irony, separatist Bloc Québécois committee
member Maria Mourani called loudest
for Mr. Fadden’s resignation for daring
to raise the influence issue. Ms Mourani
reportedly distributed pro-Hamas propaganda and maintained disturbingly close
associations with diplomats of hardline
North African and Middle Eastern countries.
On the China ledger, American congressional leaders recently mobilized on
security grounds against Chinese telecom
giant Huawei’s plan to buy into the U.S.
market. Huawei denies links with China’s
government, but the purchase attempt
was thwarted. In Canada, however, there
was no serious debate as the company
partnered with sensitive Canadian telecom
systems (and gained a $6.5 million Ontario
grant).
U.S. officials will doubtless ponder
Canada’s radical-Islamic threat. In June
2011, a Chicago court convicted Pakistaniborn Canadian citizen Tahawwur Hussain
Rana for supporting Pakistan’s Lashkar-eTaiba extremist group, and for plotting the
aborted attack on a Danish newspaper that
printed controversial cartoons of Islam’s
prophet, Muhammad.
In Canada, there were convictions in
the Toronto 18 plot to invade parliament,
behead the prime minister and blow up
Toronto landmarks, and there was a conviction in the Khawaja case of a privileged
young Muslim man employed in our
federal government and engaged in international jihadism. Concern is reinforced
by a 2007 poll indicating that 12 percent of
Canadian Muslims — as many as 119,000
people — could sympathize with a Toronto 18-type plot.
The U.S. military pinpointed Montreal’s
SUMMER 2011 | JUL-AUG-SEPT

NATIONAL SECURITY |DI SPATCH E S

Al Sunnah mosque as among nine international sites that had been connected to
terrorist recruitment or other involvement.
Eighty percent of Canadian mosques are
said to be dominated by radicals. Money
pours into numerous Muslim institutions
from radical Gulf sources.
Radical influence works its way into
Canadian educational institutions. An Islamic Chair is being established at University of Western Ontario-affiliated Huron
University College, with the aid of Libyaconnected players, a radical U.S. Muslim
institute and the Muslim Brotherhoodoriented Muslim Association of Canada.
A Carleton University Islamic centre
welcomed preeminent Brotherhood figure
Tariq Ramadan to headline in at least one
major event. And at least one publicly
funded Toronto-area law school teaches a
sharia law course.
The educational aspect of these situations raises questions about the shaping of
Canadian minds in ways hostile to North
American security.
Sophisticated observers in ethnocultural communities warn about infiltration
threats in Canadian public administration and the private sector. The moderate
Muslim Canadian Congress declared even
the language-policing Ontario Human
Rights Commission had been penetrated
by sharia law supporters at both commissioner and staff levels.
The controversial RCMP Community
Outreach program has been so fraught
with mismanagement that Muslim moderates want it shuttered because of concerns
that it has legitimized radical elements by
“engaging” them in outreach.
In 2010, an Ottawa outreach committee
RCMP officer enthusiastically distributed
an RCMP “diversity committee” member’s invitation to a “peace conference”
sponsored by four Green Party members
— along with his own effusive email
encouraging attendance. Tehran’s heavy
hand seemed to be at work, the conference
agenda featuring senior Tehran University
faculty, and an Iranian “peace” activist
whose organization’s website had a cartoon of a hook-nosed, Der Stürmer Jew.
Imam Zijad Delic, then executive director
of the radical Canadian Islamic Congress
(CIC), was originally scheduled; on his
watch, the CIC brought Yvonne Ridley —
a Taliban apologist and reporter for Iran’s
Press TV — on a Canadian speaking tour.
Who was the RCMP outreach committee
member who co-sponsored the “peace
conference” and supplied the conference
invitation? Carleton University Sprott
diplomat and international canada

School of Business professor Akbar Manoussi, head of an Iranian cultural centre
sharing an address with the Iranian embassy, the Canadian seat of a U.S. strategic
enemy.
In 2010, Imam Delic was invited to
“keynote” at Islamic Heritage Month
celebrations at Department of National
Defence (DND) headquarters — until,
under enormous pressure, the speech was
cancelled.
Muslim-moderate Tarek Fatah raised
the spectre of infiltration at National Defence in an apparent reference to the role
played by the National Capital Region De-

TODAY,
AM ERICAN
A UTHORITIES PONDER
CANADA’S
R ELIABILITY AS ALLY
AND GUARANTOR
OF THEIR NORTHERN
FRONT.
fence Visible Minority Advisory Group in
inviting Imam Delic: “Those officers who
wanted him there were themselves military officers who are Muslim, of Pakistani
and Egyptian descent, who used their
position in the visible minority caucus at
DND to stage this invitation.”
Islamists within government may be
systematically laundering controversial
Muslims by facilitating speaking invitations later to be advertised as “proof” of
speakers’ moderate bona fides. Indeed,
Imam Delic’s supporters implied that only
bigotry explained DND’s cancellation,
pointing to a previous speaking engagement at the Foreign Affairs department.
No one mentioned that Foreign Affairs’
Muslim Communities Working Group —
penetrated by a radical or two — facilitated the invitation.
With an eye to recruiting, DND teams
visit mosques, but it is unclear whether
specific mosques’ ideology is taken into
account. A British Columbia RCMP “Muslims of Tomorrow” youth-outreach gathering gave star billing to an “Islamic
scholar” with a predilection for gay-killing

scriptural interpretations. Google should
have tipped off RCMP outreachers.
Canada’s intellectual elite has disappointed, too. As slaughter proceeds in
Iran, the Canadian International Council
joined the University of Ottawa in an
“Iran” conference, inviting Titra Parsi of
the National Iranian American Council,
commonly considered a Tehran fellowtraveller. (He eventually withdrew.) The
Council’s Hamid Jorjani advised awardwinning Canadian radio reporter and
Iranian dissident Shabnam Assadollahi,
that she would be refused an event media pass. Shocked Canadians learned
that conference sponsors included DND
and the federally-funded Canadian Association for Security and Intelligence
Studies (CASIS). CASIS’ previous embarrassments included having as a panellist
at its annual conference a person representing the Canadian chapter of a radical,
Saudi-financed Islamic organization later
designated an unindicted co-conspirator
in America’s biggest terror-funding prosecution.
A decisive determinant of future Canadian security and reliability is Canada’s
immigration and refugee system. Canada
has the biggest per capita immigration
on the planet: 281,000 for a population of
less than 34 million — closer to 600,000,
including visa-holders. This intake costs
Canada about $23 billion a year net, and
many newcomers come from countries
that are problematic in security terms, like
China. Leading Canadian Muslim moderate Raheel Raza warns that Pakistan, a
cauldron of extremism, is among Canada’s
top five immigrant source countries. Declares this Pakistani-Canadian: “Public
safety and social cohesion demand an
immediate moratorium on immigration to
Canada from Pakistan, Somalia and other
radical-Islamist and terrorist-producing
countries.”
Few would have realized, when I testified before that pre-9/11 Congressional
body, how vulnerable Canada was becoming to terrorism, radical infiltration and
illicit influence. Today, American authorities ponder Canada’s reliability as ally and
guarantor of the security of their northern
front. They — and Canadians, themselves
— will have good and growing reason
to consider the insistent question: Does
Canada really look like a reliable ally with
a secure future?
David B. Harris is a Canadian lawyer
with 30 years’ experience in intelligence
affairs.
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Roy MacLaren: Memoir of a formidable man

G EO RGE FETHE RLING

T

here are times in The Fundamental Things Apply (McGill-Queen’s
University Press, $39.95), Roy Mac
Laren’s memoir of his life in diplomacy,
business and politics, when one is reminded of the Lanny Budd cycle by Upton Sinclair. This is a sequence of 11
novels in which the character Budd,
an American diplomat, seems to bump
into all the personages who dominated
world events between 1913 and 1953. Mr.
MacLaren, who served in the Trudeau,
Turner and Chrétien governments, has
a similar knack in real life rather than
fiction. Some of his meetings were diplo-

matic occasions and some purely political; still others were social. A very short
sampling of the people whose paths he
crossed would include Ho Chi Minh,
Henry Kissinger, Patrice Lumumba, Harold Macmillan, André Malraux, Nguyen
Vo Giap, often called the world’s greatest
living general, who drove the French and
then the Americans out of Vietnam, and
Zhou Enlai.
Mr. MacLaren didn’t come from an elite
background. His father, a native of PEI,
was wounded at Passchendaele in 1917,
and after the war worked in Vancouver.
The future memoirist was born there in
1934 and graduated from the University
of British Columbia. He was audacious
and academically gifted. In 1953, he was
accepted by both Oxford and Cambridge.
He chose the latter, where he attended
lectures by F.R. Leavis and C.S. Lewis, met
the novelist E.M. Forster (whose tea parties “were not to me especially amusing”)
and dated the suicidal American poet
Sylvia Plath. He wanted to come home
and earn a doctorate in history at the Uni-

versity of Toronto. But in 1957, acting on
a whim, a dare or an impulse, he wrote
the foreign service examination at Canada
House in Trafalgar Square. As a result,
he was offered a position in External Affairs at a probationary salary of $2,200 per
annum. He remained with External for
a dozen years. “To me,” he writes, “it appeared that joining the Department of External Affairs somewhat resembled what
I imagined joining a religious order must
be like.” Indeed, there was something
almost Jesuitical about the intellectuals to
be found there during the so-called golden
age of Canadian diplomacy. The book is
richly sprinkled with names such as Norman Robertson, George Ignatieff and John
Holmes.
Mr. MacLaren’s first foreign posting,
in 1958, was to Vietnam, to be a part of
the International Control and Supervision
Commission, which was set up following
France’s forced departure from Indochina
and was “neither controlling nor supervising nor a commission.” It was a tripartite
affair that required some people from

Roy MacLaren, left, with Queen Elizabeth, his wife Lee, and Prince Philip at the Canadian high commissioner’s residence in London. This photo
was taken before a luncheon at which the MacLarens’ dog, Fergus, paid the queen “special attentions.”
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India, some from Poland and some from
Canada. Mr. MacLaren seems not to have
cared much for Vietnam, whether North
or South. While there, however, he began
seeing an American foreign service officer,
Alethea Mitchell. (Today, as Lee Mac
Laren, she knows everyone and everyone
knows her and has been a high-powered
diplomatic and political hostess for more
than 50 years.) Next, he was second secretary at the Canadian embassy in Prague.
Two years later, however, he was kicked
out of the country in reprisal for the expulsion from Canada of a Czech diplomat
who tried to recruit a Czech-Canadian to
spy on the Royal Canadian Air Force. In
1964, Mr. MacLaren began four and a half
years as Canada’s second secretary to the
Permanent Mission to the United Nations
in New York. He resigned from the service
in 1969 for a very sound reason.
I should point out that I’ve been
slightly acquainted with Roy MacLaren
for about 35 years and have considerable admiration for him. He is a cultured
individual who has written many books,
most of them scholarly works of Canadian
military history, and is interested in painting and literature. (It’s a telling fact that
he once had a dog called Bardolph, after
the minor character in The Merry Wives of
Windsor who recurs in Henry IV and Henry
V.) Another matter for which he can be
admired (the “sound reason” mentioned
above) is that on leaving External Affairs
he resolved to make some serious money
so that he could devote himself to public
life. Easier said than done, of course, unless one has a sponsor or a benefactor.
He found the former in Marietta Tree
(1917−91), the American socialite and
Democratic Party mover and shaker (and
lover of Adlai Stevenson and the film
director John Huston, and mother of Penelope Tree, the famous fashion model of
Swinging London). Through Mrs. Tree he
was connected to his benefactor, David
Ogilvy (1911−99), “the father of modern
advertising,” and became Massey Ferguson’s vice-president of public relations.
That the company was faltering through
poor management seemed to be common
knowledge. So after four years, Mr. Mac
Laren became the president and CEO of
Ogilvy & Mather (Canada), where there
was real money to be had. All this while
he had been “warily circling the idea of
standing for Parliament in a Toronto constituency,” but realized he wasn’t quite
ready, not yet. So he had a turn as an entrepreneur.
In 1977, still only 44 years old, he had
diplomat and international canada

Roy MacLaren and Pierre Trudeau at a Liberal fundraising dinner in Toronto in 1974.

Mr. MacLaren with F.W. de Klerk in Pretoria in 1994.

the idea (brilliant, as it turned out) of buying the dreadfully dreary magazine of
the Canadian Chamber of Commerce in
Montreal. It was called Canadian Business
and had long been known as the resting
place of unrewritten press releases. Odd as

this may sound today, in 1977, Canadian
financial journalism, other than The Globe
and Mail’s Report on Business section, was
considered a backwater. Smart young people looking to get ahead didn’t yearn for
careers in the field. Mr. MacLaren turned
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the magazine into a glossy monthly full
of business features, profiles and columns.
At the time, when I was a young fellow in
a rush to rid himself of the second of two
mortgages, I worked there for a year on a
consulting contract. Mr. MacLaren had a
gifted art director, but his editor, although
not without some talent and a little brains,
never went out of his way to overwork
them. Several editors later, once he quit
politics in 1993, Mr. MacLaren sold the
publication to Maclean-Hunter, which was
later acquired by Rogers Communications.

In addition to working on the magazine, I was a volunteer worker bee in two
of Mr. MacLaren’s successful campaigns
to sit in the House of Commons as the
Liberal member for the riding of Etobicoke North, a Toronto suburb with large
Italian-Canadian and Sikh populations. By
then, he was already a fairly well known
figure in international economic circles,
with much of his attention given over to
such matters as the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade. He proceeded from
parliamentary secretary to the minister
of energy, mines and resources, to minister of state for finance (both under Marc
Lalonde). When the Turner government
failed, he became the opposition finance
critic. When the Liberals resumed power,
he finally joined the cabinet, first as minister of national revenue (where he sorted
out certain systemic difficulties, thus
avoiding a possible scandal or at least a
widespread public protest). Lastly, he was
minister of international trade.
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Through it all, he was an attentive
constituency politician. In one of the numerous diary entries quoted in the book,
he writes of canvassing in 1980 at a house
where “a woman at the door was so busy
hiding her face from us that I was barely
able to speak with her. Noting my puzzlement, [a woman on his campaign staff]
explained, as we descended the steps, that
the woman was clearly ashamed of having
been beaten by her husband. As a result
of that revelation and several subsequent
confirmations from the police about the
incidence of wife-battering, I took the first
occasion to channel some federal financing toward a transient home for battered
wives and frequently for the children as
well — at least for those wives who have
the formidable courage to run away from
their loutish husbands. If I do nothing
more as an MP, I shall always be pleased
that I did that.”
The style of such diary entries is almost
indistinguishable from that of his diplomatic memos, on which he also draws at
times. In both cases, the word choices and
the word order are slightly formal in a particularly anglophilic manner, yet the tone
of voice is pleasantly relaxed and even
conversational. The book is, of course,
notable for what it has to say as well as
how it chooses to say it. The author tells
us little of his children, for example, “believing that one’s family life has no place
in a book about the public sphere.” Fair
enough. But like so many other books in
this genre, the gaps are quite informative.
While giving a few words to a brief encounter with young Senator John F. Kennedy (and Mrs. MacLaren’s acquaintance
with Jacqueline Kennedy) he doesn’t mention the one-hour conference he had with
President Kennedy in the Oval Office. In
running through his life in business, he
omits the fact that he was once the president of the publishing house McClelland
& Stewart — possibly because he turned
out to be something of a caretaker owner.
The reader finds no reference to his former
campaign manager who resigned as a top
executive of the Toronto Stock Exchange
after being discovered to have exaggerated
his résumé.
He scolds John Turner but holds back
the criticism of Mr. Chrétien that was a
recurring topic in private conversation.
In the end, Mr. Chrétien appointed Mr.
MacLaren to what must have been the
latter’s dream job: High Commissioner
to Great Britain (1996-2000) — back to
Canada House where his life as a diplomat had begun. Being the natural writer
diplomat and international canada

that he is, Mr. McLaren later published
Commissioners High, a history of the office
and its occupants. But the congeniality
evaporates when he tells us how Prime
Minister Chrétien killed his chances of
becoming head of the World Trade Organization. Since then, Mr. MacLaren has kept
busy sitting on a wide variety of corporate
boards, big and small.
Until now, a work entitled Canadians
behind Enemy Lines has been seen as Mr.
MacLaren’s most important book. The
Fundamental Things Apply probably has
surpassed it. I take this opportunity to tell
him how much I learned by watching him
and listening to him — and how sad I am
that I was never taken into his confidence.
For he is a smooth diplomat and a clever
professional politician.

OTHER DIPLOMATIC MATTERS

T

here’s no surprise in seeing that Jane
C. Loeffler’s book The Architecture of
Diplomacy: Building America’s Embassies, first published in 1998, has now come
out in a revised edition (Raincoast Books,
$27.95 paper). After all, 1998 preceded
2001, when, as we’re constantly being
told, the world changed, correct? No, says
Ms Loeffler. “While many suppose that
the more recent events of 11 September
2001 reshaped [the U.S. state department’s] building program, it was the
earlier events that started the process that
produced the change.” The earlier events
to which she refers began with antiAmerican riots in the 1960s and grew in
intensity, leading to Aug. 7, 1998. That was
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The U.S. embassy built in Havana in the 1950s. The U.S. ended diplomatic relations with Cuba
on Jan. 4, 1961. Castro expropriated the embassy on July 24, 1963.

the day that the American embassies in
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam were bombed,
resulting in 220 dead and thousands of
injured and the destruction of “prominent
symbols of America’s foreign presence.”
At that time, the U.S. had 260 diplomatic
posts round the world. It proposed to retrofit many or most of them and construct
150 new ones by 2018.
The problems that such a large-scale
initiative set out to address were, of
course, already familiar. In 1980, the government rejected Frank Gehry’s design
for a new embassy in Damascus because,
so its critics charged, it placed aesthetics
above the security of embassy personnel
(and that of the ambassador’s automobile). Suicide bombers killed dozens at the
embassy compound in Beirut in 1983. That
same year, a new post opened in Kuala
Lumpur; in addition to the usual bulletproofing and such, it was surrounded by a
thick nine-foot wall and had no windows
within 15 feet off the ground. “It looks
friendly,” the architect said proudly, “but
it’s built like a fortress.” In many later
instances, friendliness was neglected altogether.
Ms Loeffler’s study goes into considerable detail about diplomatic architecture
qua architecture and the complicated
politicking and financial legerdemain
60

necessary to keep the system up and running — and expanding. For example, she
considers the fact that from 1946 to 1958,
embassy construction was paid for from
funds taken from repayment of lend-lease
agreements. After that, the money had to
come directly from new tax revenues, a
fact that changed the complexion of Foggy
Bottom’s relations with Capitol Hill. The
law of averages being what it is, the politicians were sometimes correct.
The Ohio congressman, Wayne Hays,
one of the most powerful people in Congress (and also, many said, the nastiest)
argued that a new and bigger embassy for
Mogadishu was ill-advised. The congressman was posthumously proved correct
when Somali mobs blasted their way into
the compound with RPGs in 1991 and
thoroughly looted the chancery. In 1963,
Rep. Hays (who was finally brought down
by a sex scandal) had opposed a new embassy for Saigon.
One of the key statistics in The Architecture of Diplomacy is that there were 243 attacks and attempted attacks on American
diplomatic compounds between 1975 and
1985. The first date is a highly charged one
in the American psyche, for on April 29
of that year, the Army of the Republic of
[North] Vietnam overwhelmed the city of
Saigon. The following day, they took over

the U.S. embassy there. The North had
gained control of part of it once before,
during the Tet Offensive of 1968. But 1975
was different. Having regained the rest of
the South bit by bit, the North now had
150,000 regulars inside South Vietnam’s
capital. As the airport had been destroyed,
the U.S. organized the evacuation by helicopters of its own people and some of the
Vietnamese nationals who had worked for
them. It was a close call.
Those of us who were adults at the time
easily recollect a famous photograph of a
long queue of people being helped up a
flight of stairs to one of the military choppers for transport to naval vessels in the
South China Sea. The building in the picture is the ten-storey Pittman Apartments,
a block of 132 flats for the use, we were
told, of embassy staff. As Bob Drury and
Tom Clavin make clear in Last Man Out
(Simon & Schuster Canada, $29.99), the
photo was actually taken the day before
the embassy was seized and looted and
shows a CIA chopper. In their interviews
with former U.S. Marines who were present, the authors also indicate that the Pitt
man building was, in fact, being used as
a residence for CIA people. After the war,
with relations restored, the Americans had
the Pittman building razed — in order to
erase the shame associated with it, or so I
was informed by one of Marines guards at
the chancery not that many years ago.
Mr. Drury and Mr. Clavin either feel no
such shame or are trying to smother it in
their patriotism. The book is subtitled The
True Story of America’s Heroic Final Hours
in Vietnam. It performs a useful service
in drawing on newly declassified “afteraction” reports and of interviews with
a number of key ex-Marines (but none
with the veterans on the other side). But
it is handicapped by rootin’ tootin’ macho
prose. Here is a sample, about a Marine
sergeant named Mike Sullivan watching
an early rocket attack on the city: “From
instinct Sullivan pictures their makeshift
launchers, ingenious ladder-shaped devices fashioned from thick bamboo stalks
that could be toted up a steep mountain
trail or across a muddy rice paddy. But,
no, he realized suddenly. Not tonight.
There were too many rockets. Which
means they had to be fired from the flatbed of a Russian-made six-by-six truck.
Which meant a road. Which meant they
were close. He craned his neck, scanned
the sable sky, and pointed. Got one.”
One instantly recalls the work of the neoPlatonist philosopher Mickey Spillane, the
author of I, The Jury and My Gun Is Quick.
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The most compelling account of the
embassy’s seizure is a long and beautifully
written memoir by the English poet and
art critic James Fenton, who happened
to be in Saigon at the time and became
so caught up in the action around him
that he was sitting atop one of the North
Vietnamese tanks that crashed through the
facility’s steel gates. It is a piece of writing
worthy of quotation.
In the days before the dénouement, The
New York Times, The Washington Post and
the American networks had instructed
their employees not to remain. Mr. Fenton writes: “Everyone was talking about
the secret password, which would be
broadcast when the time came: an announcement that the temperature was
105 and rising, followed by the song ‘I’m
Dreaming of a White Christmas.’” When
the moment actually arrived, Fenton
rushed to the embassy “where the looting had just begun. The typewriters were
already on the street outside, there was a
stink of urine from where the crowds had
spent the night, and several cars had been
ripped apart [....]
“The place was packed, and in chaos.
Papers, files, brochures, and reports were
strewn around. I picked up one letter of
application from a young Vietnamese
student who wished to become an interpreter. Soon people gave me suspicious
looks, as if I might be a member of the
embassy staff, so I began to do a little looting myself, in order to show that I was
entering into the spirit of the thing [....]
One man called me over to a wall safe and
seemed to be asking if I knew the number
of the combination. Another was hacking
away at an air conditioner, another was
dismantling a refrigerator.”
The compound was “filling up so much
that it might soon become impossible to get
out. What I did not know was that there
were some Marines on the roof. As I forced
my way out of the building they threw
tear-gas down on the crowd and I found
myself running hard, in floods of tears. Although the last helicopter had just left, people still thought there were other chances to
get out. One man [...] had several plausible
reasons why he was entitled to leave. Another man, I remember, could only shout
‘I’m a professor, I’m a professor.’”
This memoir, perhaps 12,000 words or
so in total, is found in Mr. Fenton’s book
All the Wrong Places: Adrift in the Politics
of the Pacific Rim, published in 1988. It has
come to be seen as a classic of late 20thcentury journalism. The authors of Last
Man Out appear unaware of its existence.
diplomat and international canada

QUICKLY, SOME OTHER BOOKS OF
NOTE

“W

hen I bega n w r it i ng
this book,” says Allison
Stanger in One Nation under Contract: The Outsourcing of American
Power and the Future of Foreign Policy (Yale
University Press, US$18 paper), “Americans were in the era of getting the government out of the way so that the markets
could work their magic [...] Our collective
celebration of free markets after the Cold
War’s end made many of us lose our sense
of the things that only governments can
do well. That sense is what this book
aims to restore.” She leaves unsaid, except
between the lines, what European rulers
knew hundreds of years ago: that using
mercenaries is the worst way to fight a
war, because they weaken the subjects’
loyalty to the crown, cost a fortune and
will go to work for the opposition if the
ducats and florins ever stop flowing. But
she sees the use of “independent contractors” and PMCs (Private Military Companies) as only one example of a culture
of outsourcing that has led to “the end of
statesmanship.”
One often reads mentions of the Office of Strategic Service and its evidently
colourful but always mysterious leader,
William Joseph (Wild Bill) Donovan
(1883−1959). Such references usually acknowledge the OSS as the “precursor of
the CIA.” Franklin Roosevelt established
the OSS by executive order in September
1941, about two months before the U.S.
joined the Second World War. President
Roosevelt was a spy buff who, of course,
understood the need for a national foreign-intelligence agency for use in the
coming war in Europe. As depicted in
Douglas Waller’s skilfully written book
Wild Bill Donovan: The Spymaster Who Created the OSS and Modern American Espionage (Simon & Schuster Canada, $34.99),
the man chosen to create and run the OSS,
though a native of Buffalo, New York,
would have made a credible Texan.
Wild Bill acquired his nickname during the Great War, when he was awarded
the Congressional Medal of Honour for
heroism in the field. During Prohibition,
he was a public prosecutor drunk on publicity. Later he made a fortune as a Wall
Street lawyer.
He began as the only employee of
the OSS but soon had more than 20,000
people under him. They made up a global
network devoted to all types of intelligence gathering and analysis. (Infiltrating
embassies was one of their minor spe-

cialties.) The organization included the
usual highly improbable characters. For
example, another new book is A Covert
Affair: Julia Child and Paul Child in the OSS
by Jeannet Conant (Simon & Schuster
Canada, $32). Yes, that Julia Child. No
one denies the highly significant role the
OSS played during the war. It didn’t survive in the postwar world because it was
never intended to be, even subordinately,
a tool for harassing American citizens of
moderate political views. That was the
self-assigned task of the FBI under J. Edgar Hoover, whose conspiratorial excesses
and authoritarian personality closely paralleled those of Mr. Donovan. Naturally,
the two men enjoyed a mutual hatred, and
each worked hard to undermine the other.
Almost exactly four years after it was
founded, the OSS was disbanded by the
new president, Harry Truman. Wild Bill
Donovan lapsed into bitter retirement.
President Truman then divided the duties of the OSS between the state department and the military, leaving only an
interim agency in place until the CIA was
founded. President Truman may or may
not have believed there was a place for a
powerful paramilitary force during what
would soon be known universally as the
Cold War. Like his successors, however, he
surely must have recognized the political
utility of such spy agencies. As they are
largely immune from close oversight, they
are thus a tool of the executive branch
more than one of the legislative. In such
a spirit, the CIA was established in 1947,
and has barely been free of mischief since
then.
George Fetherling is the author, most
recently, of Indochina Now and Then (Dundurn Press).
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God save the Queen — and other royal visitors

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA

Laura Neilson Bonikowsky

King George VI and Queen Elizabeth meet Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King outside the Parliament Buildings during a royal visit
in 1939. He was the first reigning monarch to visit Canada.

T

his summer’s visit to Canada of
Prince William and his bride, Catherine, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, continues a long tradition of royal
visits to this country. That Canada was
chosen as the destination for their first
official visit as a couple reflects Canada’s
importance within the Commonwealth
— an importance that has made Canada
a frequent destination for British royalty.
The first visit to Canada by a member
of the British royal family occurred in
1786, when another Prince William, the
third son of King George III and Queen
Charlotte, sailed to Canada as a naval
officer on the frigate HMS Pegasus. He
celebrated his 21st birthday off the coast of
Newfoundland. Over the next two years
he also visited Halifax and Quebec City.
(He later reigned as William IV 1830-1837.)
William’s younger brother, Prince Edward,
visited Canada in 1791, sailing down the
St. Lawrence to Quebec City in command
of the 7th Royal Fusiliers Regiment.
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The first woman of the royal family to visit Canada was Princess Louise,
fourth daughter of Queen Victoria (who
never visited Canada). Princess Louise’s
husband, the Marquis of Lorne, was appointed governor general in 1878. Keeping
the vice-regal job all in the family, Queen
Victoria’s third son, Prince Arthur, was
also appointed Canada’s governor general, a position he held from 1911 to 1916.
In 1939, King George VI became the
first reigning monarch to come to Canada.
He and Queen Elizabeth spent a month
touring the country. The visit began two
days behind schedule after an Atlantic
sailing marked by heavy seas, dense fog
and icebergs. As they sailed up the St.
Lawrence, crowds along the riverbanks
waved and cheered. It was during this
visit that the first royal “walkabouts”
occurred, beginning spontaneously in
response to the warm welcome. Today,
they are built into the painstakingly constructed schedule of every tour.

The difficulties of crossing the Atlantic
made royal visits uncommon, but the advent of trans-Atlantic flight allowed more
frequent and more extensive visits. The
first royal visit involving air travel was
made by then-Princess Elizabeth, visiting
on behalf of her ailing father, George VI,
in October 1951. She flew to make up time
after her departure was delayed by the
king’s illness. George VI died on Feb. 6,
1952 and Elizabeth ascended the throne.
In 1953, the Canadian Royal Style and
Titles Act officially entitled her Queen of
Canada. She has visited Canada 22 times
as the reigning monarch.
Official royal visits involve a range of
activities, most an opportunity to showcase the heritage or culture of the country
receiving them. In Canada, those activities
have included concerts, balls, investitures,
garden parties, parades, dog sledding,
sleigh riding, square dancing, skiing in
the Rockies, hockey games and seeing
Niagara Falls on board the Maid of the
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Canada Post issued two stamps to mark the
marriage of Prince William to his bride, Catherine Middleton.

Mist. In 1976, the royal family attended
the Montreal Olympics to watch Princess
Anne compete as a member of the British
equestrian team.
Amidst the more fun royal duties, there
is always official business and three such
events are of particular historic importance. In 1957, Queen Elizabeth II became
the first sovereign to open the Canadian
parliament. In 1982, she was present during the patriation of the Canadian Constitution. The only other reigning monarch to
enact royal orders while on Canadian soil
was George VI, who gave royal assent to
nine bills as the King of Canada, acknowledging Canada as a fully sovereign independent nation, not a nation subordinate
to the Empire. The distinction was noted
in the king’s speech when he expressed
his desire to give his “Canadian people a
deeper conception of their unity as a nation.”
Today, we still struggle a bit with the
concept of unity, and with the idea of having a monarchy. Canada’s connection to
the monarchy at this point in history is
both cheered and jeered, as likely to excite
as to generate criticism. Some love the
pageantry and tradition of the monarchy.
Anti-monarchists question the financial
cost of a royal “firm” that seems without
a purpose. Regardless of one’s point of
view, the British monarchy is a connection
to Canada’s history. The monarchical system, British and French, has given much
to Canada, including the intellectual, literary and cultural framework of our society.
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The ultimate stacked dinner

J

ust as our political, environmental
and social worlds spin at an alarming
rate, so too does the culinary world.
While not underestimating the importance of global changes, the world of food
has dramatically evolved on a number of
fronts. In the past few years, organic, local
and seasonal have become important buzz
words often inspiring, or commanding, a
moral commitment.
In this article, however, I want to talk
about one of the current food presentation
trends.
Who doesn’t adore stacks, regardless of where they might appear on a
menu? Successful stacks bring together
enticing layers of exciting ingredients.
The combination of flavours, textures and
colours can be outstanding. The visual
effects can also be stunning, and that’s
no small thing. After all, first impressions
count and many of us eat first with our
eyes. Once popped into our mouths, the
crescendo of culinary magic begins as
discerning palates recognize how various elements interact with one another.
The result is more complex, thanks to the
stacked style of presentation.
Appealing hors d’oeuvres can quickly
be prepared by simply placing a bit of this
and a bit of that in a layered effect on oriental porcelain spoons or spoons designed
for this purpose. It is important to remember that these mini stacks must always be
stable to avoid awkward moments. They
may require touches of flavoured mayonnaise, cream cheese or something else to
bind the layers in a secure fashion. And
refrain from being too generous when
filling spoons because they must be easy
to handle and manageable in one mouthful. Similarly, stacks can be assembled on
small hors d’oeuvre dishes and in glasses
or demi-tasse cups when guests are able to
set down their drink glasses as they’ll need
both hands to manage. (Note: Cocktail
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draws immediate wows as it arrives at
the table and then again when guests take
those critical first bites.
More and more desserts are coming to
the table as extravagant stacks of mousse,
cake/pastry, fruit, cream, etc.
Indeed, stacks have convincingly invaded our culinary world. Next time you
have a dinner party, impress your guests
by preparing an ultimate stacked dinner
for them. It will be great fun for everyone.
Now, from our table to yours “Bon
Appétit”!
(This is the fourth in a series of six,
highlighting themes from Margaret’s
Table, her cooking and lifestyle series on
Rogers TV.)

Decadent Lamb Medallions with
Seared Pâté
Makes 4 servings
4 oz (115 g) pâté, cut into 8 squares (1 1/4
inches or 3 cm; thickness: about 1/3 inch
or 0.8 cm)
2 tbsp (30 mL) all-purpose flour
8 lamb medallions (each: about 2 1/3 oz or
70 g), thickness: 3/4 inch or 2 cm
2 1/2 tbsp (38 mL) olive oil (preferably
garlic-infused)
To taste, crushed black peppercorns
3/4 cup (180 mL) Balsamic Red Wine
Drizzle (recipe follows)
Garnish
4 sprigs of fresh rosemary

LARRY DICKENSON

MARGARE T DICK E NSON

forks or spoons may also be necessary.)
At the table, a sure way to impress your
guests is to serve the appetizer course as
a stack. Among our favourites are slices
of smoked salmon, avocado and mango,
garnished with drizzles of a mustardherb type of vinaigrette and microscopic
dabs of lemon oil. But the choices are
abundant. You might decide on a creative
multi-coloured stack of grilled vegetables.
And there’s always the traditional stack
of sliced tomatoes and buffalo mozzarella
lightly bathed with basil-infused olive
oil and sprinkled with roasted pine nuts.
Stacks are always best presented as individual servings. To facilitate the creation
of a stack, position a metal cylinder/ring
(e.g., 4 inch or 10 cm in diameter) on a dinner plate and fill it accordingly. Carefully
remove the cylinder, transfer it to the next
plate and repeat the process.
Plated main courses are definitely
tempting and very professional in appearance (although anyone can do it) when at
least some elements on the plates are presented one on top of the other in a vertical
manner rather than in one horizontal configuration. This could be the principal protein (e.g, fish, beef, chicken) perched on
a bed of cooked vegetables and crowned
with microgreens. Or it might be something quite different. My stack of decadent
lamb medallions with seared pâté always

Decadent lamb medallions with seared pâté

1. Coat all exterior surfaces of pâté squares
lightly with flour; arrange on a wax paper
lined tray and refrigerate for at least 30
minutes (so that flour clings more effectively to pâté).
2. One hour before serving, rub lamb
medallions with olive oil, season with
crushed black peppercorns and leave at
room temperature.
3. Just before serving, place medallions on a
lightly oiled preheated (medium-high) barbecue grill; immediately reduce heat to medium. With lid down, grill medallions for
about 2 minutes per side for medium-rare
or longer for greater degree of doneness.
4. Promptly transfer grilled medallions to
a baking sheet and cover loosely with aluminum foil (shiny side down.).
5. Meanwhile, in a preheated, mediumsize, non-stick skillet over medium-high
heat, quickly sear flour-coated and chilled
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pâté squares (for a matter of seconds per
side) until golden brown and slightly
crisp; transfer to a plate.
6. For individual servings, place one lamb
medallion on each of 4 plates; drizzle each
with 2 tsp (10 mL) of Balsamic Red Wine
Drizzle; top with 1 square of seared pâté.
Add a second medallion and square of
pâté, then drizzle entire stack with another
2 tsp (10 mL) of Balsamic Red Wine Drizzle.
Pierce a sprig of fresh rosemary through the
entire stack in a vertical manner.
7. Serve immediately. Pass remaining Balsamic Red Wine Drizzle at the table.

Balsamic Red Wine Drizzle/Sauce
Makes 4/5 cup or 200 mL

1

11-04-28

ENTERTAINING |D E L I G HT S

10:25 AM

A retail division of

Foodservice and restaurant supplies

the active ironing board
for a professional result

1 tbsp (15 mL) instant beef bouillon powder
1 1/2 cups (375 mL) hot water
2 cups (500 mL) red wine
1/2 cup (125 mL) honey
1/2 cup (125 mL) balsamic vinegar
1 tbsp (15 mL) cornstarch
1 tbsp (15 mL) cold water
C

1. Dissolve instant bouillon powder in hot
water and set bouillon aside.
2. In a medium-sized saucepan over medium heat, combine wine and honey stirring until honey is dissolved.
3. Add balsamic vinegar; bring to a boil.
Stirring occasionally, allow mixture to boil
gently (uncovered) and reduce to 1 cup
(250 mL).
4. Add bouillon to balsamic red wine
reduction; bring mixture to a boil. Stirring occasionally, allow mixture to boil
(uncovered) and reduce to almost 4/5 cup
(200 mL).
5. Promptly, in a small bowl, combine
cornstarch and cold water to form a
smooth mixture. Add a couple of tablespoons (30 mL) of hot balsamic sauce to
cornstarch mixture, stirring constantly
until well blended.
6. Whisking constantly, quickly add
cornstarch balsamic mixture to saucepan.
Bring sauce back to a boil and cook until
slightly thickened.
7. Immediately remove sauce from heat,
cover and allow to cool.
8. If not using sauce until later, store
cooled sauce refrigerated in a well-sealed
glass jar for up to several weeks.
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Margaret Dickenson is the author of the
international award-winning cookbook,
Margaret’s Table - Easy Cooking & Inspiring
Entertaining, as well as creator and host
of the TV series, Margaret’s Table. Visit
www.margaretstable.ca for more.
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The wondrous world of white

PIETER VAN DEN WE GHE

T

he warm brilliant days of summer
can inspire us to travel, explore and
seek out new pleasures. Thanks
to their freshness, vibrancy and plain
deliciousness, white wines are a natural
fit for the pleasures part. And, why not
use wine to scratch the itch to travel or
assuage the travel bug, too? Any given
bottle of great wine is a vicarious trip to
a far-off land, and there are many regions
whose wines and grape varietals we are
not familiar with but which are starting
to make a mark in the wine culture we
have here. Though new and emerging,
these regions can be found in countries
which seem incredibly familiar from a
wine perspective.
Argentina is a powerhouse of wine production with countless Malbecs crowding
the wine shelves at the LCBO. However,
summertime calls for a fresher, more
vibrant approach and another Argentine
specialty fits the bill perfectly. It is the
beautifully perfumed white grape varietal Torrontés. Similar to both Muscat
and Gewürztraminer and with an origin
which is yet to be fully determined, Torrontés is considered to be an Argentine
specialty. The wines made from Torrontés
can be beautifully refreshing with intense
floral aromatics and flavours of lemon,
lime and meringue. While it’s cultivated
throughout Argentina, it is in Salta where
the varietal is at its best.
Salta lies north of the more familiar region of Mendoza and is one of the Argentina’s oldest wine-producing areas. It also has
some of the world’s highest vineyards with
altitudes varying from 1,280 to 3,005 metres
above sea level. Great examples of Torrontés
from Alta Vista, Familia Zuccardi and Catena appear at the LCBO and are rarely more
than $20. Keep an eye out for one and you
should be delightfully surprised at this very
different side of Argentina.
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Like Argentina, Chile is a very
recognizable part of our wine scene.
Once again, this is mostly through an
association with big and robust red
wines. That said, much work is being
done in Chile to explore the potential
of cooler sites. Some of these sites
are found in established regions
familiar to drinkers of Chilean
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and
Carmenère. For example, in the
region of Aconcagua, the Casablanca valley is a relatively new
wine-producing region which
was only planted to vine in the
mid-1980s and is considered
Chile’s first successful cool climate region. Here, Chardonnay
and Sauvignon Blanc do well and
make up three-quarters of the
vineyards. This is an anomaly in
a country where red varietals account for some 75 percent of the
nation’s vineyards.
Also, a new look is being given
to Chile’s southernmost areas of
Itata, Bío Bío and Malleco. While
these may be home to some of the
earliest vineyards in Chile (such as near
the port city of Concepción), the region
has a reputation for jug wine. Now, there
are many experimental vineyards in place,
and interesting expressions of Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Gewürztraminer
and Riesling are appearing. A great opportunity to taste these wines is with
Cono Sur’s “Vision” series of single vineyard wines which have appeared through
Vintages. In particular, their 2010 Riesling
from Bío Bío is delicious with flavours of
lime, green apple and stone fruits and a
tremendous value at only $15.
In Australia, a great region to turn to
for summer wines is Tasmania. Physically
separated from the mainland by the narrow and stormy Bass Strait, Tasmania is
also distinct from the rest of Australia in
the very different style of wine it produces.
With a climate which generally resembles
that of cooler areas of Europe, Tasmania
produces some of Australia’s most outstanding cool-climate still and sparkling
wines. Although production accounts for
less than 1 percent of the national total,
Tasmanian wines are well represented
in premium wine sales and exports and
account for more than 6 percent of Australia’s overall premium wine sales.

Assyrtiko’s “wild ferment” is rich, dry
and complex.

Fabulous sparkling wines are
produced as are great expressions
of Chardonnay, Pinot Gris and
Riesling. Very good, reasonablypriced examples of the latter
two varietals from producer
Josef Chromy appear through
Vintages. Given an opportunity
to taste a bottle of traditional
method sparkling, take it, as you
will be strongly rewarded.
For many of us, Greece has
long operated on the periphery
of quality wine production. Most
people have little or no experience with any of it's wines. There
is, however, a bit of a renaissance underway. Part of this new
movement is winery called Gaia
(pronounced like “yeah-ah” and
not to be confused with the Gaja
from Italy). Over the last couple of years,
I have become more familiar and greatly
impressed with their wines. In particular,
their very aromatic “Wild Ferment” Assyrtiko is rich, dry and complex with loads
of mineral, citrus and spice. Sourced from
windswept vineyards on the island of Santorini, the Assyrtiko grape varietal grows
on poor porous soil composed mostly
of pumice. Some of Gaia’s vineyards are
composed of 70- to 80-year-old, ungrafted
vines which produce very low yields of
fruit. This wine, in particular, is blended
from numerous barrels of Assyrtiko which
have fermented with naturally-occurring
native yeasts.
While some of Gaia’s wines have appeared through Vintages, it is also available through The Small Winemakers
Collection. An awesome pairing with simple savoury fish and seafood dishes (especially those with a salty component), the
wine is a perfect fit for summer dining.
Whichever of these roads you take, a
discovery of new, exciting and delicious
white wines perfect for summer awaits,
and you have only to go as far as the store.
Pieter Van den Weghe is the sommelier
at Beckta dining & wine.
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A Victorian mansion fit for a prime minister

DYANNE WILSON

By Margo Roston

The elegant home now owned by the British government and occupied by British High Commissioner Andrew Pocock and his wife, Julie,
was once home to Canada’s first prime minister, Sir John A. Macdonald.

S

ettled comfortably into gracious
gardens, Earnscliffe, the elegant
grey limestone residence of British
High Commissioner Andrew Pocock and
his wife, Julie, looks much the same as
diplomat and international canada

when it housed Canada’s first prime minister, Sir John A. Macdonald. The stone
is mellow with age and the bright, white
gingerbread trim reflects the Victorian
Gothic style of the mid-19th Century.

Originally built in 1855 for John McKinnon, a local businessman and son-in-law
of Thomas McKay, it was sold to local
railwayman Thomas Reynolds in 1870,
and eventually purchased by Sir John A.
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The high commissioner’s study still contains the original fireplace and bookshelves.

A bust of Sir John A. Macdonald greets guests in the Victorian-style portico.
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Queen Elizabeth overlooks a statue of King
Edward VII.

in 1883 for $10,040. He gave it the name
Earnscliffe, meaning “eagle’s cliff” for its
stunning location overlooking the Ottawa
River and Quebec. He made some alterations to the house and following his death
in 1891, his widow, Baroness Macdonald
of Earnscliffe, sold it to Dr. Charles Harriss. In 1930, Prime Minister R.B. Bennett
passed up the opportunity to purchase
the house as a Canadian prime ministerial
residence, opening the door for Britain’s
first high commissioner to Canada, Sir
William Clark, to buy it on behalf of the
British government.
Today, Earnscliffe’s circular driveway
leads to the heavily detailed Victorianstyle portico, where guests are greeted
on the porch by the bust of Sir John A.
and in the hall by a bronze statue of King
Edward Vll.
Echoes of the former owner are everywhere. The high commissioner ’s study
still contains the original fireplace and
bookshelves that line the walls. The patterned wallpaper is reminiscent of designs
by Victorian architect Augustus Pugin. A
large desk overlooks the garden.
“It is used today the same way as
then,” says the high commissioner.
The main reception room was originally two rooms put together in 1874.
Painted an historical yellow, the decor
includes pink sofas, checkered chairs and
a grand piano. Behind the piano is the
River Room, a small, cozy spot with a
lovely view, and nearby, the conservatory,
a flower-filled retreat added in 1930 by
enclosing the original verandah.
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Julie and Andrew Pocock are at home in their Canadian residence, indeed the high commissioner’s brother found a piece of artwork on the wall that was painted by one of their
ancestors.

Perhaps the most interesting enhancement to the house is the large dining room
added at the back end by Macdonald.
Now with a dining room table that seats
30, it was remodelled several times, culminating in the installation in the 1950s
of a picture window looking out at the
Gatineau hills.
“One of the glories is looking at ‘la
belle Province,’” Mr. Pocock says. “When
we arrived in January, the river was just a
sheet of ice and snow, white as far as the
diplomat and international canada

eye could see, and we’ve seen it transform
itself back into summer.”
Period atmosphere permeates the
house, from the main-stair banisters with
their matching pairs of spindles typical of
19th-Century Ontario homes and the period wallpaper in what was Macdonald’s
large and airy bedroom, one of the three
on the second floor, and the place where
the country’s first prime minister died. It
was here that the High Commissioner’s
brother made an interesting discovery. Be69
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cause he was staying in that bedroom, he
checked out the art on the walls and found
a small landscape painting by their ancestor, Nicholas Pocock, a well-known British
naval artist who lived from the mid-18th
to the mid-19th Century.
Perhaps the most charming element in
the house is the small seat on the landing at the top of the back stairs. Here Sir.
John’s A’s much-loved disabled daughter
Mary could sit and watch her father ’s
distinguished and glittery guests going
into dinner.
The high commission boasts the services of star chef John Leung, who often
uses his skills to serve English and Scottish specialties, including venison and
home-cured salmon.
“At a reception to celebrate the royal
wedding, we served the same menu as
the one at Buckingham Palace,” says Mrs.
Pocock. But while they fêted their wedding, they won’t be entertaining the royal
couple when they come to Canada since
the Canadian government is playing host.
Earnscliffe also has a small cottage industry, bottling maple syrup from trees on
the property, small packages of chocolate
truffles and even crab-apple jelly, all logoed with a picture of the house.
The landscaped grounds include a
limestone carriage house built by Sir.
John A., which now houses a couple of
staff members. The grounds also offer a
view to the south of the rusty sides of the
Macdonald-Cartier Bridge, an eyesore no
one much talks about.
Mrs. Pocock is more interested in her
plans for a formal diamond-shaped rose
garden to be created on the grounds to acknowledge Queen Elizabeth’s 2012 Diamond Jubilee. To be built on a sunny spot
near the front door, the diamond will be
filled appropriately with red and white
roses among others, all planted to bloom
just in time for next summer’s celebrations. D
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THIS PAGE: 1. British High Commissioner Andrew Pocock, centre, with guests Bronwyn Klenner (New

4.

Zealand) and U.S. Ambassador David Jacobson, at his party celebrating the royal wedding of Prince
William and Catherine Middleton. (Photo: Jennifer Campbell) 2. To mark the official opening of the
embassy of Qatar in Ottawa, Algerian Ambassador Smail Benamara hosted a reception to welcome
Qatari Ambassador Salem Mubarak Al-Shafi, centre, with chief of protocol Margaret Huber, left,
and city councillor Stephane Blais, right. (Photo: Algerian embassy) 3. WaterCan’s annual buffet of
nations, in support of clean water and basic sanitation projects in developing nations, featured 40
embassies and high commissions with the Venezuelan embassy represented by, from left, Chargée
d'Affaires Ana Rodríguez; second secretary Yrasema Sanchez; counselor Francia Malvar and Chef Pedro Cedeño. (Photo: Bill Blackstone) 4. Barbados High Commissioner Edward Evelyn Greaves attended
the same event. (Photo: Lois Siegel)
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THIS PAGE: 1. To mark the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Crete, the Cretans' Association of Ottawa, with the Hellenic Community of Ottawa and the Greek Embassy, hosted a talk. From left: John
Karadakis, Kathy Gouvatsos and Cathy Dimitriov. (Photo: Jennifer Campbell) 2. The Ottawa Symphonic
Ensemble and Korean embassy hosted a gala at the Museum of Civilization. From left, Korean Ambassador Chan ho Ha, Canada-Korea Society president Young-Hae Lee, conductor Jung-Suk Ryu and Senator Yonah Martin. (Photo: Kim Young-Hwan) 3. Polish Ambassador Zenon Kosiniak-Kamysz and his
wife, Katarzyna, hosted a reception at the National Gallery to mark Constitution Day following a mass
to mark the Beatification of Pope John Paul II. (Photo: Frank Scheme) 4. To mark Freedom Day, South
African High Commissioner Mohau Pheko, right, hosted a reception at the Chateau Laurier. Zambian
High Commissioner Nevers Mumba attended. 5. To mark the 20th anniversary of Azerbaijan's independence, Ambassador Farid Shafiyev and his wife, Ulkar, hosted a reception at the Chateau Laurier.
(Photo: Ulle Baum) 6. The Travel and Vacation Show took place at Lansdowne Park in April. Egyptian
Ambassador Wael Aboul Magd hosted a booth with his wife, Hanan Kader. (Photo: Ulle Baum)
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THIS PAGE: 1. 2011 has been declared “the Year of India in Canada.” The Indian high commission

4.

was active in this year’s Tulip Festival. India’s contribution featured vividly-costumed dancers, including the performer pictured here, along with cultural and cuisine displays. (Photo: Rina Gavai) 2.
Colombian Ambassador Clemencia Forero and Brazilian Ambassador Piragibe S. Tarrago attended a
Music to Dine For fundraising event hosted by Jamaican High Commissioner Sheila Sealy-Monteith,
in support of the NAC’s young musicians program. (Photo: Lois Siegel) 3. New Zealand High Commissioner Andrew Needs hosted a fundraiser, organized by a team of volunteers. Proceeds went to the
Christchurch Earthquake Appeal (www.quakeappeal.com). Mr. Needs is shown with a contingent of
cadets from the Royal Military College in Kingston, who presented a big cheque and contributed
to the overall total of $16,600 raised. 4. To mark the 63rd independence day of Israel, Ambassador
Miriam Ziv hosted a reception at the Château Laurier Ballroom. Chief of Defence Staff Walt Natynczyk attended.
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THIS PAGE: 1. The African group of ambassadors and high commissioners hosted their annual Africa
Day, which included dancers and drummers, at the Government Conference Centre May 16. (Photo:
Sam Garcia) 2. Norwegian Ambassador Else Berit Eikeland hosted a national day event at her residence May 18. From left: cultural affairs officer Jan-Terje Studsvik Storaas, consular officer Margrete
Vollelv, trainee Torunn Tveit Gaasemyr, Eikeland, archivist Anne Roel Lydersen, information officer
Wenche Linneboe and minister-counsellor Jo Sletbak. (Photo: Ulle Baum) 3. Romanian Ambassador Elena Stefoi, left, hosted a reception in honour of Romania's foreign affairs minister, Teodor
Baconschi, at the embassy. (Photo: Jennifer Campbell) 4. The Canadian Federation of University
Women’s diplomatic hospitality group hosted a visit to Stanley’s Maple Farm. From left, Siti Hazura
Mohd Ghaus and Azidah Puteri Buang (both from Malaysia) with the horses who transported guests
through the grounds. (Photo: Ulle Baum) 5. With the Ottawa Diplomatic Association, Carleton University’s new Initiative for Parliamentary and Diplomatic Engagement held a federal election primer
in April. Shown, Fen Hampson, director of Carleton’s Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, and Jamaican High Commissioner Sheila Sealy-Monteith. (Photo: Jennifer Campbell)
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hen you stay at Les Suites Hotel Ottawa,
you really do have the best of everything!
Enjoy the home-like comfort of a suite with
fully equipped kitchen, ensuite laundry and
your choice of one or two bedrooms.

h
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THIS PAGE: 1. Albanian Ambassador Besnik Konci concluded his Ottawa posting this spring. He’s

officesandthebusinessdistrict

shown at his farewell reception with, from left, his daughters, Rea and Xheni, and his wife, Etleva
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Konci. (Photo: Ulle Baum) 2. The National Gallery of Canada's volunteer's circle hosted a Wednesday
morning study group featuring photographer Frank Scheme, who spoke on the colonial art of Peru
while Candice Hopkins spoke about indigenous art. The event was followed by an annual spring luncheon and the embassy of Peru provided some Peruvian treats to guests. From left, convenor Sidney

ExtendedStayRatesAvailable

Hicks, Douglas Cardinal, Peruvian diplomat José Ortiz, Rosa Bellina, and Peruvian Ambassador José
Antonio Bellina. (Photo: Frank Scheme) 3. The launch of the Bright Nights Baltic Nordic film festival
took place at the Danish embassy in May. From left: Finnish diplomat Heini Harala, Estonian chargé
d'affaires Riho Kruuv, Jerrett Zaroski, programmer with the Canadian Film Institute, and Andris Kesteris, founder of the Baltic Film Festival. (Photo: Ulle Baum)

130 Besserer Street, Ottawa, Ontario
613-232-2000 • 1-800-267-1989

www.les-suites.com
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New heads of mission

intelligence agency and two years later,
was appointed Croatian Ambassador to
Dublin. He was there for five years before
receiving his appointment to Canada.
Mr. Grubišić is married to Martha, who
is a lawyer, and the couple has three children, Matthew, Anthony and Ana Maria.
He speaks English and, to a lesser extent,
French and German.
Dato’ Hayati Ismail
High Commissioner for Malaysia

Elida Petoshati
Ambassador of Albania

Mrs. Petoshati is a career diplomat who
joined the ministry of foreign affairs in
1998 after completing a bachelor of arts
at Tirana University and a doctorate in
philological sciences from the University
of Bucharest.
At the foreign ministry’s headquarters,
she has worked on the NATO, OSCE [Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe], UN and European desks. From
2001 to 2005, she was counsellor at the embassy in Romania where she also served
as chargé d’affaires. From 2005 to 2009, she
was secretary general of the Albanian
National Commission for UNESCO and
the Francophonie. From 2009 until her appointment to Canada, she was director of
the section for Italy, Greece, Turkey (Holy
See, Malta and Cyprus).
Prior to joining the ministry she was
an assistant professor at Tirana University
(1992-1993 and 1999-2001).
Ms. Petoshati has written and published several scientific studies, books and
articles on literature, linguistics, cultural
diversity, Albanian history and culture.
She speaks English, French, Romanian,
Spanish and Italian, and is married to
Arian Muka.
Piragibe dos Santos Tarrago
Ambassador of Brazil

This is Mr. Tarrago’s second posting to
Canada. He was first secretary at the Ottawa mission between 1983 and 1985.
Mr. Tarrago graduated from the Rio
Branco Institute (Diplomatic Academy) in
1974 after completing legal studies at Rio
de Janeiro University.
He began his career as an adviser in the
Western European division and was sent
to Maputo on posting a year later. After
serving as an adviser in the trade division, he was posted to the UN mission in

New York for four years; he then came to
Canada for two. He returned to the trade
division at headquarters until he was sent
to Geneva, then immediately went to Caracas for four years as minister-counsellor.
He returned to headquarters as head of
the trade policy division before a posting
to London. From 2006 to 2009, he returned
to New York as deputy permanent representative. He has held the title of ambassador since 2004.
He has two sons, and is not married.
Veselko Grubišić
Ambassador of Croatia

Mr. Grubišić has a master’s degree in international relations from the University
of Zagreb and a diploma of international
and security studies from the George C.
Marshall European Centre for Security
Studies in Germany.
He spent the first 10 years of his career
in the private sector before joining the
foreign service in 1997. He first worked in
the department for Central, Eastern and
South-eastern Europe before joining the
NATO desk. In 2000, he was appointed
to the EU mission in Brussels for three
years. He then worked as head of the
NATO division before becoming assistant
minister for security and communications
systems. In 2004, he became director of the

Dato’ Hayati Ismail began her diplomatic
career in 1984. She has served abroad in
Germany and New Zealand and her last
overseas assignment was as the High
Commissioner of Malaysia to Namibia
(2004 to 2008).
Prior to her assignment as the High
Commissioner of Malaysia to Canada,
Dato’ Hayati Ismail served as senior undersecretary for the directorate of Asia,
Oceania and North Africa at the ministry
of foreign affairs (2008 to 2011). Between
overseas assignments, she worked at
headquarters at the ministry of foreign
affairs in the South-east Asia division, the
multilateral and economics division and
the ASEAN division.
The high commissioner was born in the
state of Perak, Malaysia, and graduated
with a bachelor of science in agri-business
from University Putra Malaysia.
Ms Hayati is married and has three
sons ages 22, 17 and 16.
Salem Moubarak Al Shafi
Ambassador of Qatar

Mr. Al Shafi completed a master’s degree
in international relations at the University
of Exeter in the UK in 2002. The following year, he joined the foreign service,
first holding a position in the department
of European and American affairs. Two
years later, he was appointed counsellor at
SUMMER 2011 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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Non-heads of mission
Angola
Matilde Pedro Zeferino
Antonio
Third secretary
Brazil
Paulo Roberto Amora
Alvarenga
Minister-counsellor

Qatar’s permanent mission of the United
Nations in Geneva. He then retured to his
previous department at the ministry for
two years before being sent to the United
Nations in New York as Qatar’s deputy
permanent resident.
Mr. Al Shafi has represented his country at several international and regional
conferences including the UN climate
change conference in Copenhagen (2009)
and the summit on climate change in New
York (2009).
Mr. Al Shafi is married and has one
child.

Brunei Darussalam
Nadiah Ahmad Rafie
Second secretary
Chile
Marcos Manuel Correa
Letelier
First secretary
China
Wenfei Zhao
First secretary
Xuefeng Yan
Counsellor
Xiangyang Wang
Counsellor and consul
general
Wenjing Ma
Attaché
Qiming Wang
Counsellor
Tianshu Ma
First secretary
Yuelong Han
Attaché

Dongfang Hou
Attaché
Czech Republic
Premysl Skacha,
Military, air and
defence attaché
Indonesia
Cicilia Rusdiharini
Minister-counsellor
Iran
Hamid Moharrami
Counsellor
Japan
Kazuma Endo
Third secretary
Hiroki Hamamoto
First secretary
Mariko Murakoshi
Counsellor
Katsuhiro Kitagawa
First secretary
Osamu Ogata
First secretary
Hidetaka Nishimura
Counsellor
Kenya
Jane Nyaboke
Nyangweso
Attaché

Korea, Republic
Yanggyu Seo
Second secretary

Senegal
Mamadou Ndiaye
Minister-counsellor

Mexico
Adriana Gonzalez Arce
Brilanti
First secretary

Thailand
Supanee Lertrit
Minister

Norway
Richard Lorentz
Pedersen
Counsellor
Paraguay
Raul Antonio Montiel
Gasto
Counsellor
Peru
Carla Maria Cueva
Navarro
First secretary
Russia
Petr Plikhin
Minister-counsellor
Rwanda
Shakilla Umutoni
Kazimbaya
First counsellor
Saudi Arabia
Mohammed Saeed M.
Bareem
Attaché
Mohammed Sulaiman
A. Alrebdi
Attaché

Uganda
Mumtaz Kassam
Deputy high commissioner
Joshua Kalebo
Second secretary
Margaret Lucy Kyogire
Minister-counsellor and
deputy head of mission
United Kingdom
Alexander Strong
First secretary
Helen Clare Webster
Second secretary
United States Of
America
Alexandra Elizabeth
Evans
Third secretary and
vice-consul
Ralph Michael De Felice
Assistant attaché
Larry Dean Shields
Assistant attaché
Zimbabwe
Admire Hwata
Counsellor
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Kim Nguyen
Account Manager
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Myriam Sepulveda
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Celebration time...

A listing of the national and independence days marked by countries
July
1

Burundi

National Day

1

Canada

Canada Day

3

Belarus

Independence Day

4

Rwanda

Liberation Day

4

United States

Independence Day

5

Venezuela

Independence Day

7

Nepal

Birthday of His Majesty The King

10

Bahamas

Independence Day

11

Mongolia

National Day

14

France

National Day

20

Colombia

National Day

21

Belgium

Accession of King Leopold I

23

Egypt

National Day

28

Peru

Independence Day

30

Morocco

Ascension of the Throne

1

Benin

Independence Day

1

Switzerland

National Day

3

Niger

Proclamation of Independence

6

Bolivia

Independence Day

6

Jamaica

Independence Day

7

Côte d’Ivoire

Independence Day

10

Ecuador

Independence Day

11

Chad

National Day

15

Congo

National Day

15

India

Independence Day

17

Gabon

National Day

17

Indonesia

Independence Day

19

Afghanistan

National Day

24

Ukraine

Independence Day

25

Uruguay

National Day

31

Malaysia

National Day

31

Trinidad and Tobago

National Day

1

Libya

National Day

1

Slovak Republic

Constitution Day

2

Vietnam

Independence Day

7

Brazil

Independence Day

15

Costa Rica

Independence Day

15

El Salvador

Independence Day

15

Guatemala

Independence Day

15

Honduras

National Day

16

Mexico

National Day

18

Chile

Independence Day

21

Armenia

Independence Day

22

Mali

Proclamation of the Republic

23

Saudi Arabia

National Day

August

September
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DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS

AFGHANISTAN
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan
240 Argyle Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1B9
TEL 563-4223 FAX 563-4962
contact@afghanemb-canada.net
www.afghanemb-canada.net
ALBANIA
Her Ex. Elida Petoshati
Embassy of the Republic of Albania
130 Albert Street, Suite 302
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 236-4114 FAX 236-0804
embassyofalbania@on.aibn.com
ALGERIA
His Ex. Smail Benamara
Embassy of the People’s Democratic
Republic of Algeria
500 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6N2
TEL 789-8505 FAX 789-1406
www.embassyalgeria.ca/eng.htm
ANGOLA
Embassy of the Republic of Angola
189 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6P1
TEL 234-1152 FAX 234-1179
info@embangola-can.org
www.embangola-can.org
ARGENTINA
His Ex. Arturo Bothamley
Embassy of the Argentine Republic
81 Metcalfe Street 7th Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6K7
TEL 236-2351 FAX 235-2659
embargentina@argentina-canada.net
www.argentina-canada.net
ARMENIA
Mr. Arman Akopian
Chargé d’Affaires
Embassy of the Republic of Armenia
7 Delaware Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0Z2
TEL 234-3710 FAX 234-3444
armcanadaembassy@mfa.com
www.armembassycanada.ca
AUSTRALIA
His Ex. Justin Hugh Brown
Australian High Commission
50 O’Connor, Suite 710
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL 236-0841 FAX 236-4376
www.canada.embassy.gov.au
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AUSTRIA
His Ex. Werner Brandstetter
Embassy of the Republic of Austria
445 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M7
TEL 789-1444 FAX 789-3431
www.austro.org

BENIN
His Ex. Honoré Ahimakin
Embassy of the Republic of Benin
58 Glebe Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2C3
TEL 233-4429 FAX 233-8952
ambaben@benin.ca

AZERBAIJAN
His Ex. Farid Shafiyev
Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan
275 Slater Street, Suite 904-C
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H9
TEL 288-0497 FAX 230-8089

BOLIVIA
His Ex. Edgar Torrez Mosqueira
Embassy of the Republic of Bolivia
130 Albert Street, Suite 416
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 236-5730 FAX 236-8237
info@emboliviacanada.com
www.emboliviacanada.com

BAHAMAS
His Ex. Michael D. Smith
Bahamas High Commission
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1313
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 232-1724 FAX 232-0097
ottawa-mission@bahighco.com
http://bahamas.com
BANGLADESH
His Ex. A.M. Yakub Ali
High Commission for the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh
340 Albert St., Suite 1250
Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 7Y6
TEL 236-0138 FAX 567-3213
bangla@rogers.com
www.bdhc.org
BARBADOS
His Ex. Edward Evelyn Greaves
High Commission for Barbados
55 Metcalfe St., Suite 470
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 6L5
TEL 236-9517 FAX 230-4362
ottawa@foreign.gov.bb
BELARUS
Embassy of the Republic of Belarus
130 Albert Street, Suite 600
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 233-9994 FAX 233-8500
belamb@igs.net
BELGIUM
Hi Ex. Bruno van der Pluijm
Embassy of Belgium
360 Albert Street, Suite 820
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL 236-7267 FAX 236-7882
ottawa@diplobel.fed.be
www.diplomatie.be/ottawa

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA
Her Ex. Biljana Gutic-Bjelica
Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina
130 Albert Street, Suite 805
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL 236-0028 FAX 236-1139
embassyofbih@bellnet.ca
www.bhembassy.ca
BRAZIL
His Ex. Piragibe dos Santos Tarrago
Embassy of the Federative Republic
of Brazil
450 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M8
TEL 237-1090 FAX 237-6144
mailbox@brasembottawa.org
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
Her Ex. Rakiah Haji Abdul Lamit
High Commission for Brunei
Darussalam
395 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R4
TEL 234-5656 FAX 234-4397
bhco@bellnet.ca
BULGARIA
His Ex. Evgueni Stoytchev
Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria
325 Stewart Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6K5
TEL 789-3215 FAX 789-3524
embgottawa@hotmail.com
BURKINA FASO
Her Ex. Juliette Bonkoungou
Embassy of Burkina Faso
48 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL 238-4796 FAX 238-3812
burkina.faso@sympatico.ca
www.ambaburkina-canada.org

| EMBASSIES | HIGH COMMISSIONS ‑ | OTHER INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

BURUNDI
Mrs. Justine Semonde
Chargé d'Affaires
Embassy of the Republic of Burundi
325 Dalhousie Street, Suite 815
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7G2
TEL 789-0414 FAX 789-9537
ambabottawa@yahoo.ca
www.ambabucanada.com
CAMEROON
His Ex. Solomon Azoh-Mbi Anu’aGheyle
High Commission for the Republic
of Cameroon
170 Clemow Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2B4
TEL 236-1522 FAX 236-3885
cameroon@rogers.com
www.hc-cameroon-ottawa.org
CHILE
His Ex. Roberto Ibarra García
Embassy of the Republic of Chile
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1413
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL 235-9940 FAX 235-1176
echileca@chile.ca
www.chile.ca
CHINA
His Ex. Junsai Zhang
Embassy of the People’s Republic
of China
515 St. Patrick Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 5H3
TEL. 789-3434 FAX 789-1911
www.chinaembassycanada.org
COLOMBIA
Her Ex. Clemencia Furero Ucros
Embassy of the Republic of Colombia
360 Albert Street, Suite 1002
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL 230-3760 FAX 230-4416
embajada@embajadacolombia.ca
www.embajadacolombia.ca
CONGO (ZAIRE)
His Ex. Dominique Kilufya Kamfwa
Embassy of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo
18 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL 230-6391 FAX 230-1945
COSTA RICA
His Ex. Luis Carlos Delgado Murillo
Embassy of the Republic of Costa Rica
325 Dalhousie Street, Suite 407
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7G2
TEL. 562-2855 FAX 562-2582
embcr@costaricaembassy.com
www.costaricaembassy.com
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CROATIA
His Ex. Veselko Grubišić
Embassy of the Republic of Croatia
229 Chapel Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7Y6
TEL. 562-7820 FAX 562-7821
Croatia.emb@mvpei.hr
www.croatiaemb.net
CUBA
Her Ex. Teresita de Jesús Vicente
Sotolongo
Embassy of the Republic of Cuba
388 Main Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 1E3
TEL. 563-0141 FAX 563-0068
cuba@embacuba.ca
www.embacuba.ca
CZECH REPUBLIC
His Ex. Karel Žebrakovský
Embassy of the Czech Republic
251 Cooper Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0G2
TEL. 562-3875 FAX 562-3878
ottawa@embassy.mzv.cz
DENMARK
His Ex. Erik Vilstrup Lorenzen
Royal Danish Embassy
47 Clarence Street, Suite 450
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9K1
TEL. 562-1811 FAX 562-1812
ottamb@um.dk
www.ambottawa.um.dk
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
His Ex. Jose Del Carmen Urena
Embassy of the Dominican Republic
130 Albert Street, Suite 418
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 569-9893 FAX 569-8673
www.drembassy.org
ECUADOR
His Ex. Andres Horacio Teran Parral
Embassy of the Republic of Ecuador
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 316
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 563-4286 FAX 235-5776
EGYPT
His Ex. Wael Ahmed Kamal Aboul
Magd
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
454 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R3
TEL. 234-4931 FAX 234-4398
egyptemb@sympatico.ca
www.mfa.gov.eg
EL SALVADOR
Embassy of the Republic of El Salvador
209 Kent Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1Z8
TEL. 238-2939 FAX 238-6940
embajada@elsalvador-ca.org

ESTONIA
Mr. Riho Kruuv
Chargé d’Affaires
Embassy of the Republic of Estonia
260 Dalhousie Street, Suite 210
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7E4
TEL. 789-4222 FAX 789-9555
embassy.ottawa@mfa.ee
www.estemb.ca
EUROPEAN UNION
His Excellency Matthias Brinkmann
Delegation of the European
Commission to Canada
150 Metcalfe St. Suite 1900
Ottawa, ON K2P1P1
TEL. 238-6464 FAX 238-5191
delegation-canada@ec.europa.eu
www.delcan.ec.europa.eu
FINLAND
His Ex. Risto Ensio Piipponen
Embassy of the Republic of Finland
55 Metcalfe Street, Suite 850
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L5
TEL. 288-2233 FAX 288-2244
embassy@finland.ca
FRANCE
Embassy of France
42 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 2C9
TEL. 789-1795 FAX 562-3735
www.ambafrance-ca.org
GABON
Embassy of the Gabonese Republic
4 Range Road, P.O. Box 368
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J5
TEL. 232-5301 FAX 232-6916
ambgabon@sprint.ca
GERMANY
His Ex. Georg Witschel
Embassy of the Federal Republic of
Germany
1 Waverley Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0T8
TEL. 232-1101 FAX 594-9330
info@otta.diplo.de
http:/www.ottawa.diplo.de
GHANA
His Ex. Richard Benjamin Turkson
High Commission for the Republic
of Ghana
153 Gilmour Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0N8
TEL. 236-0871 FAX 236-0874
ghanacom@ghc-ca.com
www.ghc-ca.com
GREECE
His Ex. Eleftherios Anghelopoulos
Embassy of the Hellenic Republic
80 MacLaren Street, Suite 76
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0K6
TEL. 238-6271 FAX 238-5676
embassy@greekembassy.ca
www.greekembassy.ca
GUATEMALA
His Excellency Georges de La Roche
Embassy of the Republic of
Guatemala
130 Albert Street, Suite 1010
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 233-7237 FAX 233-0135
embassy1@embaguate-canada.com
www.embaguate-canada.com
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GUINEA
Embassy of the Republic of Guinea
483 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6N1
TEL. 789-8444 FAX 789-7560
ambassadedeguinee@bellnet.ca
GUYANA
His Ex. Harry Narine Nawbatt
High Commission for the Republic
of Guyana
151 Slater Street, Suite 309
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 235-7249 FAX 235-1447
HAITI
Ms. Marie Nathalie Menos-Gissel
Chargé d’Affaires
Embassy of the Republic of Haiti
130 Albert Street, Suite 1500
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 238-1628 FAX 238-2986
bohio@sympatico.ca
HOLY SEE
His Ex. Pedro Lopez Quintana
Apostolic Nunciature
724 Manor Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 0E3
TEL. 746-4914 FAX 746-4786
HONDURAS
Her Ex. Sofia Lastenia Cerrato
Rodriguez
Embassy of the Republic of
Honduras
151 Slater Street, Suite 805
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 233-8900 FAX 232-0193
HUNGARY
His Ex. László Pordány
Embassy of the Republic of
Hungary
299 Waverley Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0V9
TEL. 230-2717 FAX 230-7560
www.mfa.gov.hu/emb/ottawa
mission.ott@kum.hu
ICELAND
Her Excellency Sigridur Anna
Thordardottir
Embassy of Iceland
360 Albert Street, Suite 710
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7X7
TEL. 482-1944 FAX 482-1945
icemb.ottawa@utn.stjr.is
WEB: www.iceland.org.ca
INDIA
His Ex. Shashishekhar M. Gavai
High Commission for the Republic
of India
10 Springfield Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1C9
TEL. 744-3751 FAX 744-0913
hicomind@hciottawa.ca
www.hciottawa.ca
INDONESIA
Her Ex. Dienne H. Moehario
Embassy of the Republic of
Indonesia
55 Parkdale Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1E5
TEL. 724-1100 FAX 724-1105
info@indonesia-ottawa.org
www.indonesia-ottawa.org

IRAN
Mr. Kambiz Sheikh Hassani
Chargé d'Affaires
Embassy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran
245 Metcalfe Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 2K2
TEL. 235-4726 FAX 232-5712
iranemb@salamiran.org
www.salamiran.org
IRAQ
His Ex. Abdulrahman Mohammed
Al-Hussaini
Embassy of the Republic of Iraq
215 McLeod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0Z8
TEL. 236-9177 FAX 236-9641
media@iraqembassy.ca
www.iraqembassy.ca
IRELAND
His Ex. John Raymond Bassett
Embassy of Ireland
130 Albert Street, Suite 1105
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 233-6281 FAX 233-5835
Ottawaembassy@dfa.ie
www.embassyofireland.ca
ISRAEL
Her Ex. Miriam Ziv
Embassy of Israel
50 O’Connor Street, Suite 1005
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6L2
TEL. 567-6450 FAX 567-9878
info@ottawa.mfa.gov.il
www.embassyofIsreal.ca
ITALY
His Ex. Andrea Meloni
Embassy of the Italian Republic
275 Slater Street, 21st Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H9
TEL. 232-2401 FAX 233-1484
ambital@italyincanada.com
www.italyincanada.com
JAMAICA
Her Ex. Sheila Ivoline SealyMonteith
Jamaican High Commission
151 Slater Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5H3
TEL. 233-9311 FAX 233-0611
hc@jhcottawa.ca
JAPAN
His Ex. Kaoru Ishikawa
Embassy of Japan
255 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9E6
TEL. 241-8541 FAX 241-2232
infocul@embjapan.ca
www.ca.emb-japan.go.jp
JORDAN
His Ex. Basheer Fawwaz Zoubi
Embassy of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan
100 Bronson Avenue, Suite 701
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 6G8
TEL. 238-8090 FAX 232-3341
www.embassyofjordan.ca
ottawa@fm.gov.jo (embassy)
ottawa-consular@fm.gov.jo (consular)
KAZAKHSTAN
His Ex. Yerlan Abildayev
Embassy of the Republic of
Kazakhstan
56 Hawthorne Avenue
Ottawa, ON K1S 0B1
TEL 788-3704 FAX 788-3702
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CÔTE D’IVOIRE
Embassy of the Republic of
Côte d’Ivoire
9 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E6
TEL. 236-9919 FAX 563-8287
acica@ambaci-ottawa.org
www.ambaci-ottawa.org
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KENYA
His Ex. Simon Wanyonyi Nabukwesi
High Commission for the Republic
of Kenya
415 Laurier Avenue East
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6R4
TEL. 563-1773 FAX 233-6599
kenyahighcommission@rogers.com
www.kenyahighcommission.ca

MADAGASCAR
His. Ex. Simon Constant Horace
Embassy of the Republic of
Madagascar
3 Raymond Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 1A3
TEL: 567-0505 FAX 567-2882
ambamadcanada@bellnet.ca
www.madagascar-embassy.ca

KOREA, REPUBLIC
His Excellency Chan Ho Ha
Embassy of the Republic of Korea
150 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 5A6
TEL. 244-5010 FAX 244-5034
www.emb-korea.ottawa.on.ca

MALAYSIA
Her Ex. Dato’ Hayati Ismail
High Commission for Malaysia
60 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8Y7
TEL. 241-5182 FAX 241-5214
malottawa@kln.gov.my

KUWAIT
His Ex. Ali Al-Sammak
Embassy of the State of Kuwait
333 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario, K1N 1J9
TEL. 780-9999 FAX 780-9905

MALI
His Ex. Mamadou Bandiougou
Diawara
Embassy of the Republic of Mali
50 Goulburn Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8C8
TEL. 232-1501 FAX 232-7429
ambassadedumali@rogers.com
www.ambamalicanada.org

LATVIA
His Ex. Mar`gers Krams
Embassy of the Republic of Latvia
350 Sparks Street, Suite 1200
Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 7S8
TEL. 238-6014 FAX 238-7044
embassy.canada@mfa.gov.lv
www.ottawa.mfa.gov.lv
LEBANON
Embassy of Lebanon
640 Lyon Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 3Z5
TEL. 236-5825 FAX 232-1609
info@lebanonembassy.ca
www.lebanonembassy.ca
LESOTHO
Her Ex. Mathabo Theresia Tsepa
High Commission for the Kingdom
of Lesotho
130 Albert Street, Suite 1820
Ottawa, ON K1P 5G4
TEL: 234-0770 FAX: 234-5665
LIBYA
His Ex. Abdulrahman Abututa
Embassy of the Great Socialist
People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
81 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6K7
TEL. 230-0919 FAX 230-0683
info@libya-canada.org
LITHUANIA
Her Ex. Ginte Damusis
Embassy of the Republic of
Lithuania
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1600
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1
TEL. 567-5458 FAX 567-5315
ginte.damusis@lithuanianembassy.ca
www.lithuanianembassy.ca
MACEDONIA (REPUBLIC OF)
His Ex. Ljuben Tevdovski
Embassy of the Republic
of Macedonia
130 Albert Street, Suite 1006
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 234-3882 FAX 233-1852
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MEXICO
His Ex. Francisco Javier Barrio
Terrazas
Embassy of the United Mexican
States
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1000
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
TEL. 233-8988 FAX 235-9123
info@embamexcan.com
www.embamexcan.com
MONGOLIA
His Ex. His Ex. Zalaa Uul
Tundevdorj
Embassy of Mongolia
151 Slater Street, Suite 503
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 569-3830 FAX 569-3916
mail@mongolembassy.org
MOROCCO
Her Ex. Nouzha Chekrouni
Embassy of the Kingdom of
Morocco
38 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 236-7391 FAX 236-6164

NEW ZEALAND
His Ex. Andrew Needs
New Zealand High Commission
99 Bank Street, Suite 727
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6G3
TEL. 238-5991 FAX 238-5707
info@nzhcottawa.org
www.nzembassy.com/canada

PERU
His Ex. José Antonio Bellina
Embassy of the Republic of Peru
130 Albert Street, Suite 1901
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 238-1777 FAX 232-3062
emperuca@bellnet.ca

NIGER
Her Ex. Nana Aicha Foumakoye
Embassy of the Republic of the
Niger
38 Blackburn Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8A3
TEL. 232-4291 FAX 230-9808

PHILIPPINES
Embassy of the Republic of the
Philippines
130 Albert Street, Suite 606
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 233-1121 FAX 233-4165
embassyofphilippines@rogers.com
www.philippineembassy.ca

NIGERIA
Ex. Iyorwuese Hagher
High Commission for the Federal
Republic of Nigeria
295 Metcalfe Street
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1R9
Tel. 236-0521 Fax 236-0529

POLAND
His Ex. Zenon Kosiniak-Kamysz
Embassy of the Republic of Poland
443 Daly Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6H3
TEL. 789-0468 FAX 789-1218
Ottawa@polishembassy.ca

NORWAY
Her Ex. Else Berit Eikeland
Royal Norwegian Embassy
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1300
Ottawa, ON K2P 1P1
TEL. 238-6571 FAX 238-2765
emb.ottawa@mfa.no
www.emb-norway.ca

PORTUGAL
His Ex. Pedro Moitinho de Almeida
Embassy of Portugal
645 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0B8
TEL. 729-0883 FAX 729-4236
embportugal@embportugal/ottawa.org

O/OF EASTERN CARIBBEAN
STATES
His Ex. Brendon Browne
High Commission for the Countries
of the Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States
130 Albert Street, Suite 700
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-8952 FAX 236-3042
echcc@oecs.org
www.oecs.org/ottawa
PAKISTAN
His Ex. Akbar Zeb
High Commission for the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan
10 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL. 238-7881 FAX 238-7296
parepottawa@rogers.com

MYANMAR
Aung Ba Kyu
Charge d'Affaires
Embassy of the Union of Myanmar
85 Range Road, Suite 902
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J6
TEL. 232-9990 FAX 232-6999
meottawa@rogers.com

PALESTINE
Mr. Amin Abou-Hassira
Head of the General Delegation
45 Country Club Dr.,
Ottawa, Ontario
K1V 9W1
TEL: 736-0053
FAX: 736-0535
palestinegd@rogers.com

NEPAL
His Ex. Bhoj Raj Ghimire
Chargé d'Affaires
Embassy of Nepal
408 Queen Street
Ottawa, ON K1R 5A7
TEL 680-5513 FAX 422-5149

PANAMA
His Ex. Francisco Carlo Escobar
Embassy of the Republic of Panama
130 Albert Street, Suite 300
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 236-7177 FAX 236-5775
embassyof panama@gmail.com

NETHERLANDS
His Ex. Wilhelmus J. P. Geerts
Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands
350 Albert Street, Suite 2020
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 1A4
TEL. 237-5030 FAX 237-6471
Ott-cdp@minbuza.nl

PARAGUAY
His Ex. Manuel Schaerer
Kanonnikoff
Embassy of the Republic of
Paraguay
151 Slater Street, Suite 501
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5H3
TEL. 567-1283 FAX 567-1679
consularsection@
embassyofparaguay.ca
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QATAR
His Ex. Salem Al-Shafi
Embassy of the State of Qatar
(Temporary) 1 Rideau Street, Rm
162-164
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8S7
TEL: (613) 241-4917
FAX: (613) 241-3304
ROMANIA
Her Ex. Elena Stefoi
Embassy of Romania
655 Rideau Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6A3
TEL. 789-3709 FAX 789-4365
Romania@romanian-embassy.com
http://ottawa.mae.ro
RUSSIA
His Ex. Georgiy Mamedov
Embassy of the Russian Federation
285 Charlotte Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L5
TEL. 235-4341 FAX 236-6342
info@rusembassy.ca
www.rusembassy.ca
RWANDA
Her Ex. Edda Mukabagwiza
High Commission for the Republic
of Rwanda
121 Sherwood Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 3V1
Phone: 569-5420/22/24
Fax : 569-5421/5423
generalinfo@ambarwaottawa.ca
www.ambarwaottawa.ca
SAUDI ARABIA
His Ex. Osamah Bin Ahmad Al
Sanosi Ahmad
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia
201 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, ON K1N 1K6
TEL 237-4100 FAX 237-0567
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SERBIA
His Ex. Zoran Veljic
Embassy of the Republic of Serbia
17 Blackburn Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8A2
TEL. 233-6289 FAX 233-7850
generalinfo@serbianembassy.ca
www.serbianembassy.ca
SLOVAK REPUBLIC
His Ex. Milan Kollár
Embassy of the Slovak Republic
50 Rideau Terrace
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 2A1
TEL. 749-4442 FAX 749-4989
emb.ottawa@mzv.sk
www.mzv.sk/ottawa
SLOVENIA
Ex. Tomaz Kunstelj
Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia
150 Metcalfe Street, Suite 2200
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1P1
TEL. 565-5781 FAX 565-5783
vot@gov.si
http://ottawa.veleposlanistvo.si/
SOUTH AFRICA
Her Ex. Mohau Pheko
High Commission for the Republic
of South Africa
15 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1M8
TEL. 744-0330 FAX 741-1639
rsafrica@southafrica-canada.ca
www.southafrica-canada.ca
SPAIN
His Ex. Eudaldo Mirapeix
Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain
74 Stanley Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1P4
TEL. 747-2252 FAX 744-1224
embespca@mail.mae.es
www.embaspain.ca
SRI LANKA
Her Ex. Chitranganee Wagiswara
High Commission for the
Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka
333 Laurier Avenue West, Suite 1204
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1C1
TEL. 233-8449 FAX 238-8448
slhcit@rogers.com
www.srilankahcottawa.org

SUDAN
Embassy of the Republic of the Sudan
354 Stewart Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6K8
TEL. 235-4000 FAX 235-6880
SWEDEN
His Excellency Teppo Markus
Tauriainen
Embassy of Sweden
377 Dalhousie Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9N8
TEL. 244-8200 FAX 241-2277
Sweden.ottawa@foreign.ministry.se
www.swedishembassy.ca
SWITZERLAND
His Ex. Werner Baumann
Embassy of Switzerland
5 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E6
TEL. 235-1837 FAX 563-1394
ott.vertretung@eda.admin.ch
SYRIA
Embassy of the Syrian Arab Republic
46 Cartier Street
Ottawa, ON K2P 1J3
TEL. 569-5556 FAX 569-3800
www.syrianembassy.ca
TAIPEI Economic & Cultural office
David Tawei Lee, Representative
45 O’Connor Street, Suite 1960
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1A4
TEL. 231-5080 FAX 231-7112
publicaffairs@on.aibn.com
TANZANIA
His Ex. Alex Crescent Massinda
High Commission for the United
Republic of Tanzania
50 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 232-1509 FAX 232-5184
tzottawa@synapse.ca
www.tanzaniahighcommission.ca
THAILAND
His Ex. Udomphol Ninnad
The Royal Thai Embassy
180 Island Park Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 0A2
TEL. 722-4444 FAX 722-6624
thaiott@magma.ca
TOGO
Embassy of the Togolese Republic
12 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J3
TEL. 238-5916 FAX 235-6425
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
His Ex. Philip Buxo
High Commission for the Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago
200 First Avenue, Third Level
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 2G6
TEL. 232-2418 FAX 232-4349
ottawa@ttmissions.com
TUNISIA
His Ex. Mouldi Sakri
Embassy of the Republic of Tunisia
515 O’Connor Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 3P8
TEL. 237-0330 FAX 237-7939
atottawa@comnet.ca
TURKEY
His Ex. Rafet Akgünay
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
197 Wurtemburg Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8L9v
TEL(613) 244-2470 FAX 789-3442
embassy.ottawa@mfa.gov.tr
www.turkishembassy.com
UGANDA
His Ex. George Marino Abola
High Commission for the Republic
of Uganda
231 Cobourg Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J2
TEL. 789-7797 FAX 789-8909
uhc@ugandahighcommission.com
www.ugandahighcommission.ca
UKRAINE
His. Ex. Ihor Ostash
Embassy of Ukraine
310 Somerset Street, West,
Ottawa, Ontario, K2P 0J9
Tel. 230-2961 Fax 230-2400
emb_ca@ukremb.ca
www.ukremb.ca
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
His Ex. Mohamed Abdulla M. Bin
Mutleq Al Ghafli
125 Boteler Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 0A4
TEL. 565-7272 FAX 565-8007
Consulate FAX: 565-1444
www.uae-embassy.ae/ca
reception@uae-embassy.com
UNITED KINGDOM
His Ex. Andrew Pocock
British High Commission
80 Elgin Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5K7
TEL. 237-1530 FAX 237-7980
www.britainincanada.org
UN REFUGEE AGENCY
His Ex. Abraham Abraham
UNHCR Representative in Canada
280 Albert Street, Suite 401

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G8
Tel: 613-232-0909
Fax: 613-230-1855
www.unhcr.ca
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
His Ex. David Cary Jacobson
Embassy of the United States of
America
490 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 1G8
TEL. 238-5335 FAX 688-3088
www.usembassycanada.gov
URUGUAY
His Excellency Elbio Oscar Rosselli
Frieri
Embassy of the Oriental Republic of
Uruguay
130 Albert Street, Suite 1905
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5G4
TEL. 234-2727 FAX 233-4670
VENEZUELA
Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela
32 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J4
TEL. 235-5151 FAX 235-3205
www.misionvenezuela.org
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SENEGAL
His. Ex. Amadou Tidiane Wone
Embassy of the Republic of Senegal
57 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8E8
TEL. 238-6392 FAX 238-2695
Info@ambsencanada.org

VIETNAM
His Ex. Sy Vuong Ha Le
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam
470 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 6M8
TEL. 236-0772 FAX 236-2704
YEMEN
His Ex. Khaled Mahfoodh Bahah
Embassy of the Republic of Yemen
54 Chamberlain Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 1V9
TEL. 729-6627 FAX 729-8915
www.yemenembassy.ca
ZAMBIA
His Ex. Nevers Mumba
High Commission for the Republic
of Zambia
151 Slater St., Suite 205
Ottawa, Ontario
K1B 5H3
TEL. 232-4400 FAX 232-4410
ZIMBABWE
Her Ex. Florence Zano Chideya
Embassy of the Republic of
Zimbabwe
332 Somerset Street West
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0J9
TEL. 421-2824 FAX 422-7403
info@zimottawa.com
visa@zimottawa.com
www.zimottawa.com
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You can save over $10,000 on your
Embassy’s next vehicle.
The Advantages:
Ÿ Discounts up to 20% off of the Canadian MSRP as an
Official Embassy vehicle
Ÿ The Opportunity to Custom-Build the right vehicle for
your Embassy
Ÿ Dealership extras at no cost - Delivery charges, Predelivery inspection which equates to a further savings
of $2,200+
Ÿ We will not charge you the HST
Ÿ Professional and Expert Service from our exclusive
St. Laurent Volvo's International Sales Specialist

St Laurent
Official Embassy
Car Program

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions about
our offers for your Embassy.

www.stlaurentvolvo.com
1300 Michael Street - Ottawa, ON / 1-888-345-2974
TOLL FREE

Volvo. for life

Marketplace

at The Ottawa Marriott Hotel
100 Kent Str. Luncheon $ 22.00

Cell: 613-562-2161 frank.scheme@sympatico.ca
frankschemephoto.com
http:/frankscheme.zenfolio.com

Advertise in Diplomat’s Fall issue
Ad deadline: August 15
613-422-5262

For special occasions...
a gustatory and innovative experience!
Tel: 613 795 3847
E-mail: chefalain41@yahoo.ca
www.chefalain.ca
Contemporary & Fusion Cuisine
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Thrills, Chills… and Trills at Ottawa Chamberfest 2011
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BILL BLACKSTONE

P

The Ottawa Chamber Music Society held the media launch for the 2011 Ottawa International Chamber Music Festival on April 27 at the residence of German Ambassador Dr. Georg
Witschel. Pictured, left to right, are Ambassador Witschel, Mrs. Sabine Witschel, OCMS Artistic Director Roman Borys and OCMS Executive Director Glenn Hodgins.

BILL BLACKSTONE

resented from July 23 to August
5, Ottawa Chamberfest 2011 welcomes more than 300 artists and
hosts 97 performances and events during
two weeks of musical celebration.
Ottawa Chamberfest 2011 brings together the boldest names in ensemble and
solo performance, capped at both ends
with the hottest three tickets of the summer concert season.
Canada’s superstar soprano, Karina
Gauvin, makes her long-awaited return
to Ottawa for an opening-night gala performance with conductor Jean-Michaël
Lavoie and the National Arts Centre Orchestra (Saturday, July 23, 7:00 p.m.).
Lavoie and NACO return Sunday, July
24 at 7:00 p.m. with pianist Katherine
Chi, bass-baritone Robert Pomakov, and
Juno® award-winning Gryphon Trio for
an evening of Mussorgsky, Liszt, Shostakovich, and Dvořák.
On closing night (Friday, August 5, 7:00
p.m.), celebrated pianist Anton Kuerti
joins Isabel Bayrakdarian and Grammy®
award-winning Pacifica Quartet to perform Brahms’ Piano Quintet in F minor,
Op. 34 and Chanson perpétuelle, Op. 37
for soprano and piano quintet, by Ernest
Chausson.
Between galas, celebrated Bach interpreter Simone Dinnerstein, Marc-André
Hamelin, and CBC’s 75th Anniversary Celebration featuring violin virtuoso James
Ehnes and piano prodigy Jan Lisiecki,
lead a cavalcade of stars from across Canada and around the world.
Strings abound, with the return of 2010
BISQ winners Cecilia String Quartet and
Afiara String Quartet. Trio con Brio Copenhagen, Takács Quartet, Joe Trio, and
Musique de chambre à Giverny are just
a few of the trios, quartets, and ensembles
making their festival debuts this year.
NEXUS premiere percussion ensemble
marks its 40th at this year’s Chamberfest.
Founded in 1971, the ensemble presents
its vast improvisational talents at a July
31 (8:00.p.m.) marquee concert, then joins
TorQ Percussion Quartet later that same
night for the Ottawa première of Steve
Reich’s iconic Drumming.
And for those who prefer to take a walk
on the wild side, Late Night at the Kildare
(10:30 p.m. Saint Brigid’s Centre for the
Arts) presents every manner of crossover
spectacle, from the pyrotechnics of Celtic
stepdancing fiddlers to the headbanging

Italian pianist Mauro Bertoli played a Liszt sonata at the media launch. He will perform
works by Liszt at a Chamberfest concert on July 29.

intensity of 90s Grunge cello; from jazz
lounge cool to exotic world beat.
This summer’s festival is fondly dedicated to the memory of Jacob Siskind,
music critic and arts patron, who bequeathed the bulk of his estate to Ottawa
Chamber Music Society, curators of the
festival.
Complete programming details are
available at www.OttawaChamberfest.
com/concerts. A festival preview brochure
is available as a digital download from the
website, or in print form by calling Ottawa
Chamberfest at 613-234-8008.
Passes, flex plans, miniseries and single
tickets are on sale now. The 2-week Prime
360 Pass ($380, HST included) features Aseries seating at Festival Gala Series con-

certs, front-of-line admission to all events,
15% discount on additional single ticket
purchases, ticket exchange privileges, a
$25 gift certificate to Prime 360 steakhouse
restaurant and a complimentary jar of
Prime 360 gourmet steak spice. (Put some
sizzle in your sonata!)
The 2-week Festival Pass (early-bird
price: $200, HST included) comes with
general-admission seating at all events
(Festival Gala Series excluded) and 15%
discount on additional single ticket purchases.
Pass, plans, and tickets may be purchased at the Ottawa Chamberfest box
office (4 Florence Street, Suite 201), online
at www.OttawaChamberfest.com/tickets
or by calling 613-234-6306.
SUMMER 2011 | JUL-AUG-SEPT

AFTER INAUGURATION |D E L I G HT S

OTTAWA INTERNATIONAL
CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL
JUL 23 TO AUG 5, 2011
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97 EVENTS, 300+ ARTISTS, 75000 AVID FANS
FEO ‘FESTIVAL OF DISTINCTION’
7 LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR’S AWARDS FOR THE ARTS

TICKETS AT OTTAWACHAMBERFEST.COM
BOX OFFICE & GROUP SALES 613 234 6306
IN PERSON 4 FLORENCE ST STE 201 (CORNER BANK) OTTAWA ON
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JOAO PAULO

Unique, romantic and affordable, Portugal beckons

Oporto (the English spelling for Porto) is Portugal’s second largest city, known worldwide for its prime export, Port wine, but also for its
winning soccer team.

By Pedro Moitinho de Almeida

O

ne of the best reasons to visit Europe’s west coast is that Portugal
offers some of the best value in
Europe even in the midst of a challenging
economy. My country is attracting visitors
at a brisk pace not only because they get
more for their money but mainly because
they get a fresh and “real” experience,
courtesy of the country’s remarkable ability to remake itself as a wonderful blend
of the traditional and the new, the classidiplomat and international canada

cal and the modern. It has a culture and
history uniquely its own, with a distinctive personality.
Among its many accomplishments,
Portugal was the first European nation to
discard Latin in favour of its own unique
language. Portugal’s borders have remained stable for centuries, giving them
the longest-lasting borders in Europe.
Most importantly, Portugal was the first
nation to build a global economy. Its
sea-faring explorations — from the 1400s
through the 1600s — opened trade routes
that reached Brazil to the west, Africa to
the south, and Macau and India to the
East. It is widely acknowledged that João
Corte-Real, and later his son, Gaspar, were
among the first Europeans to reach the
shores of Newfoundland.
But we don’t only revel in the past. We
also look into the future. Today’s Portugal boasts some of the most exciting new
buildings in Europe, from Porto’s Casa da

Música to Cascais’ new Casa das Historias
Paula Rego Museum. Its restaurants and
cafés serve bold new dishes that combine
traditional Portuguese cuisine with flavors
of the other regions once explored by Portuguese mariners, making it an ultimate
destination vacation for foodies. Portugal’s
cities are also heavily influenced by the
cultures of the distant lands, and especially the cuisine, which appeals to the history buff in every traveler.
There’s obviously also something for
wine lovers. Portugal’s burgeoning wine
industry is being reborn as the country
employs today’s technology to get the best
from grapes that have been cultivated for
centuries and that are unique to my country. Wine drinkers will know that Portugal
is home to the world’s first demarcated
wine region — the Douro River Valley —
but it also has many more wine regions for
a visitor to explore.
So what defines Portugal? Start with its
89
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Sao Miguel Island, nicknamed “the Green Island,” is the most populous island in the Portuguese Azores archipelago.

vast cork forests, move on to discovering
its ancient castles and forts, check out its
mighty cathedrals and abbeys and explore
its white-washed towns and vibrant cities. The traditional songs of Fado thrive
among a new generation of Fadistas, who
are the singers that turn the melancholy
melodies into art. Portugal’s islands — the
Azores and Madeira — also offer lush
landscapes and dramatic scenery yet
several of their cities compete as hotspots
with the best in Europe.

Where to go?

The city of Lisbon, where I was born and
raised, is called “the capital of cool in
90

Europe” and it’s a claim that continues to
be true today. Lisbon has created top-level
restaurants and has attracted some of the
finest chefs from around the world. Luxury hotels have sprouted up everywhere.
Museums, theatres and art venues draw
talent from the best artists.
From Lisbon, a visitor can easily reach
the resort towns along the Atlantic Coast.
Some of the more classic towns include
Estoril and Cascais, where I now live,
while the historic towns — such as Sintra,
Óbidos, Mafra, Tomar, Santarém, and Alcobaça – offer an authentic view of older
Portuguese culture.
Oporto is Portugal’s second largest city,

known worldwide for its prime export,
Port wine, but also for its winning soccer
team. In 2006, the region marked the 250th
anniversary of Port wine production along
the Douro River Valley, which is easily
explored by car or river cruises and was in
2009 ranked No. 7 in the world in terms of
sustainable destinations by National Geographic Traveler. Porto has become known
for its granite Baroque architecture, breathtakingly exemplified in its relatively new
futuristic concert hall, Casa da Música, designed by Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas.
Porto is also the gateway to Portugal’s
official birthplace, which dates back to the
12th Century. Yes, we are almost 900 years
SUMMER 2011 | JUL-AUG-SEPT
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Pena Palace (Palacio da Pena) in the town of Sintra was home to Queen Rainha D. Amélia from 1889 until 1910 when Portugal was established and the queen went into exile.

old. The city of Guimarães in the northeast
of Porto is the nation’s first capital, and
marks the birthplace of Portugal’s first
king, Dom Afonso Henriques. The region
is dotted with towns and manor houses in
classic Baroque style.
The Azores archipelago — from where
most of the members of the Portuguese
community who now make Canada their
home come from — consists of nine islands, 800 miles (1,287 kilometers) out to
sea, making them nearly as close to North
America as they are to mainland Portugal. They’ve been a stopping-off point for
great sea-faring explorers from all over the
world since the 1400s. While the volcanic
topography makes for some great flora and
fauna, with crater lakes shimmering in blue
and green, the remoteness of the islands
has contributed to their culture. Distinct in
cuisine, dialect and traditions from the rest
of Portugal, the Azores have continued to
carve out a unique corner of Portuguese
history. The towns are full of historic
churches, yachting clubs, fishing harbours
diplomat and international canada

and museums. The United Nations has
recognized two Azores locations as World
Heritage Sites, to be preserved for their historic value: the town of Angra do Heroismo
on the island of Terceira and the vineyards
on Pico Island, the smallest of the Azorean
islands. In 2007, the Azores were named by
the National Geographic Centre for Sustainable Destinations as the world’s second
most appealing islands destination.

The cuisine experience

To fully experience Portugal’s diverse
cuisine, travelers should dine in both the
north and south, on the mainland and
throughout the islands. One of the more
common Portuguese meals is bacalhau — a
dried, salted cod eaten throughout Portugal. Until not long ago, almost all the catch
of cod was done in Canada’s east coast by
sailing boats known has the “white fleet.”
The country’s chefs claim there are 365
ways to prepare this national dish, one for
every day of the year. Another countrywide favourite is grilled sardines, mostly

found in the Algarve region during the
summer season.
But it doesn’t end there. The wide-open
Alentejo Region and the coastal Algarve
Region each has its own distinct cuisine.
Bread dishes, dry soups, rich sausages
and dark hams are popular in Alentejo
while one of the area’s delicacies is a soup
called Açorda Alentejana. It’s made made
with bread, cilantro, garlic, olive oil and
poached eggs. I can guarantee it is really
delicious. The Algarve also specializes in
spicy, grilled seafood.
And, last but certainly not least, Lisbon
isn’t just a city of restaurants, it’s the city of
restaurants. The city features both grand,
old establishments that can trace their
history back generations, and some of
the newest trendsetters with world-class
chefs in their kitchens. Continental classics
rival the culinary scene of any other major
European city but are also complemented
by local Fado cafés and the culinary influences of former Portuguese colonies such
as Brazil, Cabo Verde and Mozambique.
91
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city has its own museum (such as the
Machado de Castro Museum in Coimbra
and the Sacred Art Museum in Funchal).
But tourists can find art and artifacts outside of museum walls, including Portugal’s delicately painted tiles, the azulejos,
which are remnants of the country’s early
occupation by the Moors.

QUINTA DAS LAGRIMAS

Where to stay?

Bacalhau, the Portuguese word for salted fish, is a delicacy in the country.

Best museums

Portugal is home to some of the finest art
in the world. Renowned museums include
Lisbon’s National Museum of Historic
Art (Museu Nacional de Arte Antiga),
the Modern Art Centre (Centro de Arte

Moderna) and the Calouste Gulbenkian
Museum. Each has an extensive collection
of both classic and modern art but, for creations with a strictly Portuguese flavour,
travelers aim for Lisbon’s Chiado Museum
and the Serralves Museum in Porto. Each

The animals
need you!

Construction is almost complete on the new
Ottawa Humane Society, but we still need your help
to reach our fundraising goal. Please give!
Visit: www.breakingground.ca
or call: Anna Silverman 613-725-3166 ext. 279

Breaking Ground
Building a Future for Ottawa’s Animals
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Ottawa Humane Society

The town of Sintra features such a stunning setting that it was once a summer
palace for the Portuguese crown. The town
square is flanked by fountains, cafés, a
medieval castle and antique shops, and
features both a national palace and Pena
Palace (Palacio da Pena). The latter was
the home of Queen Rainha D. Amélia from
1889 until 1910 when the Republic of Portugal was established and the queen went
into exile. About five minutes outside of
town you’ll find Seteais Palace, a pink, 18thCentury palace that is now a luxury hotel.
The Buçaco Palace Hotel was once a
Carmelite monastery: It now serves as
a luxury hotel on the mountain rising
above the town of Luso. Surrounded by
the Buçaco Forest, this property also once
served as a royal palace. The town of Luso
sports its own thermal springs, which
have attracted visitors for their healing
qualities since the 1800s.
One of the favourite ancient stories
among the Portuguese is that of the tragic
love between Pedro and Inês de Castro.
Pedro was heir to the throne in the 13th
Century, and Inês was his wife’s ladyin-waiting. When Pedro’s wife died, he
publicly declared his love for Inês, who
was then promptly killed by the king. Pedro got revenge by tearing out the hearts
of two of the killers and leading a revolt
against the crown. With victory, Pedro had
Inês exhumed, posthumously crowned
Queen of Portugal and ensconced in the
great Abbey of Alcobaça. Today, visitors
can stay at the very palace where Inês and
Pedro lived, which is now part of the hotel
Quinta das Lágrimas in Coimbra. The
garden where Inês was murdered is on the
hotel’s grounds and is called the Garden of
the Tears. At the Abbey of Alcobaca, about
50 miles (80 kilometres) away, the tombs
of Pedro and Inês lie foot-to-foot so that,
on Judgment Day, the first thing the lovers
see will be each other.
You see, we always have been romantic.
Pedro Moitinho de Almeida is ambassador of Portugal to Canada. Reach him
at 613-729-0883 or embportugal@ottawa.
dgaccp.pt
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JOY IS FOUND IN THE DETAILS...
EXPERIENCE THE OTTO’S DIFFERENCE

Behind BMW EfficientDynamics lies a package of intelligent features which considerably reduce emissions and improve fuel
consumption while, at the same time, boosting performance. They ensure that the BMW 7 Series Sedan sets new standards in
terms of the efficiency and economy of its engine, thanks to the Auto Start Stop function, Brake Energy Regeneration and a host
of drivetrain modifications. We assure you that no matter where your diplomatic travels might lead – the destination will be well
worth the journey. You‘re invited to come into our BMW Diplomatic Sales Centre to take a closer look at precision at its best.

CANADA’S BMW DIPLOMATIC SALES CENTRE
Otto‘s BMW Centre
660 Hunt Club Road, Ottawa, ON, Canada, K1V 1C1
Diplomatic Sales Manager
David Carter
(613) 725-3048 ext: 347
david.carter@bmwdiplomaticsales.ca
Less emissions. More driving pleasure.
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Look cLoser

You’re not seeing
the whole story.

Behind this beautiful renovation is a team of experts. And well-honed processes that
were 50 years in the making. This and more ensured a worry free, meticulously planned
renovation. When you look closer at OakWood, you’ll see why your renovation will
be completed to the highest quality, on-time and on-budget with no surprises. Visit
OakWood.ca to schedule a free QuickQuote for your renovation

oakwood.ca

613 236.8001

